
J~i,* 1882)
THE SCIEINTEiPIC CANADJAN.

THE GREAT ANT-EA']

TR UBIlT ANT-ZÂTIE AID iTsTOyNoU .

BY 0. F. HOLDER.

.44aatr (Myrmlcophagidoe) form, one of the meat in-
01jr% fatiies known to science, and comprMe a number of

ht, a8 their name indioates, gain a livig by assaulte

* r4e et Of auto found in the countries to which they are
%it UDn8 The largest and best known of the family is the

%%r% alt8ater, or ant-bear, which is covered with long,
01 Savey hinga'cp th head, where it is short and

fjt Of siylngadaender head, adabushy black

t. ?lornOutsize and lengtn, the whole animal measuring
~t~ht feet from the tip of the sneut to the extremity of

ý'g 'g 1 ntigadeit stands lower on the hind 1eC
18tecs with bears and ether quadrnpe

iZý th ~ed. Ithos four toos on the fore feet, the second
cia' ý IDR *rvded with long, sharp.pointed, and tren-80 mhat nothing upon which it ham an opportuni-

ER AND ITS YOUNG.

ty of faatening cmn escape. The hind feet have five' toes,
furnished with short weak claws, resembling those of ordinary
quadrupeds. In the fore limbs we notice that the ultimate
phalanges of the toes, which support the claws, are so con-
structed as te allow the movements of the latter beiug restriot-
ed to flexion inwards ; and in order to niaintain this position
there are powerful ligaments which keep the phalanges directed
toward the palm, and neyer allow the digits to be stretched
ont in the manner of the pllhtigrade carnivora. The relative
size and strength of the tees are also very significant in this
family ; in those which have five tees the central digit attains
an enormous bulk, while the outer pair are comparatively very
imail. And, in order te afford adequate power for the digging
and burrowing propensities of these animais, the phalanges are
ail closely connected together up to the base of the ultimate
phalange, converting the hand inte a kind of trowel, similar
te that found in moles.

Prom. what has been advanced, it will readily be remarked
that ant-eaters do net walk on the soles of their feet ; neither
de they tread on their strongly-curved tees, wb.ich would
damage the claws, but, in the fore feet at leaut-aa may be een


