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THE PRICKLY COMFERY.
},’om' illustrations represent a plant now much recommended,
the 'y

Nane, French scientific journals, to farmers, as yielding large
Dtities of excellent forage. It is known as the prickly com-

» 118 botanical name being symphytum asperiwm. With
by&:tr,d to the rapidity of growth and amount ef herbage yielded

]Mt, the Journal de I Agriculture de la France, of October 7
of M“YBE ‘“Two sets put late into the ground_in the month
kmb:y’ in a fairly deep soil but of poor quality, gave on Sep-
o b".29, the one 7,150 1bs. forage, and thesecond 3,850 1bs.
The ¢ight of each plant was 15 inches, diameter 82 inches.
Wag S&Pemnce was that of the small eugraving, Fig. 2, which
hnd W from nature at the Botanical GGarden, Kew, in Eng-
-y 1Wo cows, to which we offered the leaves freshly cut,
Wate, W at once, in spite of their roughness. The quantity of
in th 18 88 per cent, and the proportion of nitrogen 0.4 per cent
The ® green state, or about the same as in green Indian corn.
m"hbt&l of nitrogenous substances is about one-third, a re-
hay, trile Tichness, justifying the high opinion cultivators who
od o ed it have fermed of the plant. Thq sets we experiment-
Thevf;re sent us by M. A. E. Ragou.”
Tcom, ournal & Agriculture Progressive says: * We persist in
thogs Wending thig plant, chiefly for small and middle farming;
tiWho farm on a large scale will probably adopt it all in
2’:1 tll?:‘ The price of the plant is high ; but we must not
thonggy t & thousand plants will yield from fifteen to twenty
Yoty thed the year following, and that the planting of these
out original price deducted, does not cost more than prick-

o . “3bbages, and less than does vlanting potatoes.”

The followin; lr, dated Ocoe 30, from Culloor, in
Malabar, Madras Presidency of British India, was received by
Land and Water, from the pages of which we select the engrav-
ing :

““Thus far I am glad to be able to report most favorably on
the progress of the comfrey roots I brought out with me here
for the Tambracherry Coffee Estate Company. I have them
planted on a low, marshy soil, in ridges three feet apart, taking
care previously to have the soil broken up two feet deep, and at
subsoil of the ridges making a good coating of cattle manure
mixed with junﬁle soil. By this cultivation the roots will not
only have considerable depth of soil to grow in, but in the event
of having a dry season, the manure, being placed at a fair depth
under the top soil, will tend to make it moist for a very consi-
derable time. I was greatly surprised at the quick germinating
qualities of these roots, which, in several instances, had not
been planted more than forty-eight hours at about three to four
inches below the surface. I also found, after a voyage of six
weeks from England, on opening the case, that the roots had
germinated a little. The comfrey has now been planted about
ten days, and promise well. I only hope our cattle will take to
it here, as, being 8o quick in growth, it will be invaluable, in
my opinion, here on coffee estutes as a standard food for cattle :
grasses being often difficult to obtain during some seasons of the
year. 1 shall advocate its trial to my agricultural friends in
England. Tam surprised it is not more generally grown. To
a dairy farmer it would be an acquisition. ~ I confidently expect
to get here a crop every two months, if not more frecuently.”




