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the administrative commission, which sh owed that there were
125 ponsioners on the new pension fund, 76 were placed on the
list on account of ill.health, 43 on account o- old age and 6 as
widowg. One hundred and rîine art Roman Catholies :ind 16
Protestants. There are 74 men applicants for next year. Tlhe
total amount pai" i8 $12,706, and the revenue amounts to
823,067, leaving a balance of $10,361. Mr'. Humphrey sub-
mitted the tinancial statement, which showed revenue, ineltiding
balance of $270.90 brought forward, to have been $608.031, and
expenses 8255.88, leaving a balance of' $452.15~.

Mr. Curtis, of the Montreal lligb School, pointed ont the
principles of the natural method in teaching French. In the
first stage, oral lessons are given in the language itsclf, namos of'
objecta being connected with the objecta themselves, then the
simplest constructions used by the teachera and repeated by the
class; then a text-book is introdiiced in the language itself and
carefully progressive. Sytstema-ttie grammar is takeon Up later in
French, finally general literature and general atudies. It s
based upon the principle of connecting Janguage with tlîoight,
and thosa teachera whio are to-day using, the method in sehool.- in
the United States, repor't that students unanimiously enjoy rather
than detest the woî'k.

After Mr'. Curtis' explanations, a papeî' fi'om tic 11ev. Canon
Norm an, chaii'man, of tlic Montreal iBoard of Sehool Commis-
sioners, was î'ead on the same subject, which wvith one read by
Mi's. Ilolden, of Cowansville, we will try to secuî'e foir future
publication.

At the same session, Pr'of'. O. M. Bî'ands, of Paterson, N.J.,
read an intereating paper on physiology. 111e impî'essed upon
his hcareî'a the impor'tance to ail individualt3 of a common sense
knowledge of the principal laws of hit3 bcing; that the young
should and eau, be taught to have r'egar'd foi' many such laws ;
that education should ccmbine, flot oniy the intellectual, but also
the mor'al and the physical, and should be symmetial and useful;
that the teacheî' is respon>ible f'or many matteî's pei'taining to
the hygiene of Lhe sehool, and should be pî'epaî'ed to supervise
and advise intelligently regardîng them; to avoid emotional and
brain strain as far' as possible; to keep in oî'der the instruments
with wbich, the brain woi'ks by proper î'est in work, in I'ecreation
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