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One of the miost shocking crimes of recentAssassination of 
tEm4rpressî of Austria years %vas comirnitted at Geneva, Switzerlandic,

on) the tenth inSt. 'fli Empress of Atustria,
I ea vin g the country, wvhile about to ernbark on her ship, 'vas
delibcrately murdered, stabbed to the heart by an ltalian
anarchist. In reflecting on this foui deed our mind becornes
(lisconcerted wvîtl mingled feelings of abliorrence of the unnatural
flend that perpetrated it and of tender regard for the unhappy
victim. Empress Elizabeth's doniestic afflictions liad brokzen lier
bleart. The tragic death of ber son, Crown Prince Rudolpb, and
the sad fate of lier sister, Ducliess d'Alençon, iii the Paris bazzai-
fire, coming upon ber in her old age, caused lier to 'vithidrawi froni
lier royal duties and seelc a spiritual seclusion. Shie zaveup bliler
social obligations, andi devoted hierseif to a course of charliable
work aniong the poor. [-er kincimnstadn were so fruitful
that shie endeared kerseif to ber- subjecîs, in a mianner unequailed
by any otîxer European sovereign. The disposition to retirement,
which afforded solace to bier afflicted beart, led lier to many places
witbout the necessary precaution of protection for bier royal1 person.
Shie travelled with -confidence in bumiaî nature, and a' feeling of
consolation iii humbling, herself. Lt is sad, therefore, Io tbink
that so, noble a woinan mras .so unnîercifully stricken clown,
ancl siniply because she 'vas a qucen. The base, cov% ardly
assassin who plunged the dagger into lier generous
beart, hadl no grudgres against bier indiviclually, but hated
tbe class to wbhich Èhe belonged. lie had been searching
for men of bighi ranI., and failin- to find theni exposed, lie vented
ail the lhatied of bis diseased mind on a wonîan, wvbo wvas alreadv
wei-ted Clown by ain unconînion portion of life's sorrowvs. I
cannot conceive the uuter unnaturalness of the nman wh'o corn-
niitted this crime, and xvould likie to comnfort nîyself wvith thc
belief that sucb beartless beingys are îlot niicirous. Buit the fre-
quency wvith wbich these ouirmges occur, and tbe rabid demonstra-
tions against law and ordler in European cities, x.ogether w'itlh the
constant danger that surrounds royalty, compels nie to the belief
that their nuimber is terrifyingyly large. Whien they band theni-
selves togetHier ini anarcbistic associanions tliere is no0 limiit to tbe
cruel, nialignant dlesignis that anirnate then. Their individlual.


