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at th 't7-3 a..,Cheparty ureakfasting
at 030landH se. Springfield was left

be 0 ruaii.,and the part>' diseînbark-attlh Wabashl Wor-ld's Fair Station in St.
e aboUt 2 p.m. They went into the

'iti ngrounds by tihe main entrance and
, redtointrarnu rai railway for the Inside

~ro un ~iSs tuated at the uipper end of the
POe Ut, owing to an accident to the

aik'the was conside*able delay, nianye nd considerable time was lost
fe enitheere ail located in the liotel. lit the

tit a ej tey ngniicntilluminations.
who as spent quictly at tihelIrotel, and ai-

cl-%'g th exp)osit ion is not opened on Sun-
i0 ai>the guests at tihe lotel wcre allowed to9abut the grounids and vicw the exteriorsofthebuildinigs, etc.

hedTHE ANNUAI, MEETING
aseU011 Monday, May 16, President Me-

'mraIl the Chrair. Tire Secretary-Treas-
nirer -de la Hooke, reported that 48 new

th shad joined the Association, making
it, .tbrslip, after allowing for those who

or thehraWll, 22[, tihe largest ini its history;
SU bSce 20 ad irot paid thir curnent yecar's
tire tion. The financial statenrents showed
~Siti 1.cition to be ini a very satisfactory

ence '> itb a good balance inr hand. Refer-
.4s r~ ade to the death of two mnrbers,

rr. le ring, of Newvcastle, N.B., anrd R. F.
in Sn . Y oU Halifax, N.S. Tire Presidteirt,

theQ ei~ Interesting remarks poitrted ouit that
ere it 1e mren to visit tihe site of St. Louissi 'Snaries frointQuebec.

'lha rosaI to chanrge the' conîstitti onr so
acolp, terl anv ticket agent in chrge of

On l ticket office inr Catrada migirt be
or ticea erslrip, buL tirat any stationrPritiont agent or assistant inr charge of

rejecte 0tc et office trigbt be eligible, wvas
that th .t e Constitution wvas amended s0
andt e executive comrittee shaîl fix tire date
i%, lace oU the annuai nmeeting cach year,

o4nUa baviuig the place selected at tire)4.ting
,app0o* eaniara, of W'alkertotr, Orrt., wasIed trMeeting rtepersent the Association at the

4%0-e F te Gneral Passenger Agents'
Oct ciatl0f at Ild Poinrt Comfort, Va., ilr
Uct. net, andW. E. Rispin, of Cirathatir,
Mr.*' c 8 selected as an alternrattve, tn case

0 n t 111 Iramigbt trot be able to attend.
C ee rSrer of business for tire eleci ion oU
%t ,eSng cailed, W. H. C. Mackay, rvbo

e- Presidetît was inr litre for tue Pres-or ~ roposed as Presiderrt C. E. Morgan,
tleeî.,,"Iiitont Ont., who was unanimousiy

l0 5 Th e otier officers were elected as
s 't VicePnesidcnt, W. H. C. Mac-Y,4 John, N.B.; 2nd Vice-Presidetît, W.

dent Cbatham;, Ont.; 3rd Vice-Presi-
r unfton, Peterboro', Otnt.; Secretarv-

OXectiirerE. de la Hooke, London, Ont.;
ni* Ch, ,ommtittee, W. Jackson, Clinton,
.RYdan; W. Mcllroy, Gaît, Ont.; J.0

nIt. )Or, Toronto; J. Hanley, Kingstonr,
thaflk5 Wer' Mauan, Toronto. Votes of

thLe riîw
Y r~ ere ayCopallies wirose gtîests the

thi n the tntrp.
arty an Ceitg tire trale uretrbens of tire
tIl . lu nlunîb er of invited guests lrat Ia

Nhi h ad ntiortker at tire Inside Innr,
fIrre n' sVery cijoyable, atd by many pre-
tjeNatiat usual annual dinîrer. President

e flelates; idthe chiadpose

O bStaes;th King; Our Guests, re-n4e tobyC.S. Crane, General IPas-t&.î er gent Wabasb, Rd.; J. C. Clair. Indus-
OX 'sOner, Illinois Central Rd.; F.

ck' strict Passenger Agetrt, Delaware,
AY;C Wn & Western Rd., at Buffalo,te *Wrnso Travelling Passenger

.R 'aT . at Montreal; F. W. Hopper,R.Pssenger Agent at St. Lotuis; andI
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M. H. Bolireer, District Passenger Agent,
Mobile & Ohio Rd. at Chicago, who invited
the Association to take a trip over that line
to New Orleans next year; the Press, re-
sponded to by G. S. Johns, of the St. Louis
Post Dispatch. C. S. Crane, of the Wabashi,
in proposing the health of E. de la Hooke,
referred to him as the father of the Associa-
tion, and paid a well-merited tribute to his
long and honorable career as a ticket agent.
C. Price Green, Toronto; S. Burrows, Belie-
ville, Ont., and J. S. Hill, Toronto Jct., sang
sonme capital songs and added v'ery muchi to
the enjoyment of the evening.

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday wvere
spent by the party in doing the exposition and
in trips to the citx', and St. Louis wvas left on
Thursday, May ig, by special train, starting
fromn the WVabasli Worid's Fair station at 7.19
p.m. A delay Of 20 minutes occurre(i at the
Merchants Bridge, and at 'Montpelier, Ohio,
there wvas a crossing delay Of 30 minutes, but
Detroit, Mich., wvas reached at 7 a.m. Fni-
day, May 20, the actual running time over the
WVabash direct route, 481 miles, being 10
hours 51î minutes. Breakfast %vas taken ini
the Union station, Detroit; that citv was leit
again at 10 a.m., and Toronto %vas reached
at 4.30 P.m., where the balance of the party
dispersed, a number having got off at London
and other points east of Detroit, and some
having gone from St. Louis over the Wabash
via Chicago. J. A. Richardson, D.P.A., To-
ronto, and W. D. Wood, T. P.A., did tihe hon-
ors for the Wabash, and entertained the party
most handsoilely, a baggage car weli equip-
ped with refreshmnents having been put on the
train at St. Louis. The thoughtfulness of
General Passenger Agent Crane was much
appreciated.

The railway officiais who accompanied the
party were assiduous in their attentions and
courtesy. The G.T.R. was represented by
H. G. Elliott, A.G.P.A., and the C.P.R. by
A. H. Notmnan, A.G.P.A., who went through
the whole trip. G. B. Wyllie, T.P.A. Illinois
Central Rd., wvent fromn London to St. Louis,
but was compelled to leave there suddenly for
Buffalo, owing to the serious illness of his
wife; S. G. Ilatch, A.G.P.A., Chicago, and
C. C. McCarty, D.P.A., St. Louis, botli of
the Illinois Central, joined the special at
Springfield and travelled on it to St. Louis.
On the return trip over the Wabash the party
was in charge of that company's Canadian
representative, J. A. Richardson, wlio bad
the assistance of W. D. Wood, T. P.A., fromi
St. Louis, tilI the south bound train was met.

The following presentations were made on
behalf of the party: J. A. Richardson, Wabash
Rd., goid cuff links set with diamonds; H. G.
Elliot, G.T.R., gold watcli fob; A. H. Not-
man, C. P. R., cut glass decauter; G. B. Wyl-
lie, Illinois Central Rd., travelling bag; sleep-
inrg car conductor Steele, silver match box.

President McNamara again proved an ex-
cellent presiding officer, Secretary de la
Hooke was unremitting in his work, and the
thoroughness with which he bad attended to
details was shown by the smoothness with
which everything went off. The vice-presi-
dents and memnbers Of the executive commit-
tee worked bard, and especial mention must
be made of the chairman, W. Bunton, and
W. Jackson, who visited St. Louis some tine
previously to make advance arrangements,
and wbo arc entitled to much of the credit for
the success of the trip. Dr. Shaw, of Clinton,
Ont., the bonorary physician of the Associa-
tion, as on previous occasions, looked after
any of the party wvbo suffered froin minor ail-
ments, but fortunately there was no serious
case requiring his attention.

The Canadian and Quebec Press Associa-
tions, w~ho visited the exposition as the guests
of the G.T.R. and Illinois Central Rd., and a
small party of Canadian pressmen who went
as guests of the C.P.R. and Wabash Rd.,
were there at the same time as the ticket
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agents, the combined parties making a large
and representative Canadian gathering. On
May 18 the Canadian Commissioner lield a
reception in the Canadian pavilion for the
press party, which %vas also attcnded by a
number of the ticket agents and their wives.

The Inside Inn, at which the party mado its
headquarters, is pleasantly situated ini the up-
per part of the exposition site -amnong one of
tIre beautiful oak groves which are scattered
oveç the grounds. It is 8oo by 400 feet and
'onltai[Is 2,257 rooms, the restaurant having a
seating capacity Of 2,500. Roomns, European
plan, are from $î.50o to $2 So a day without
bath, and from $3,50 to $5.,Soa day wvith bath,
these figures including admission to the
grouinds after the finst day, but not readmis-
sion fromi outside. The roomis are comnfort-
ably furnislied, the bath accommodation, etc.,
is very good and the meals are satisfactory.
0f course, the hotel is merely a temiporany
structure, but it is well mun and very cotnvent-
ent for those wvho do not %visb to waste timie
getting to and froin the city. Mleals are
served a la carte, or on the American plan,
the rates for the latter being breakfast, .5oc;
luncheon, 50c.; dinner, 7.5c. Rooms and
meals are also given on the Amiericani plan.
For a temporary stay the average visitor to
the exposition will doubtless find the Inside
Inn the most convenient and satisfactory
place to stay at.

It was naturally the desire of the railway
comipanies wbo tendered the ticket agents and
press associations special trains that they
should visit the exposition early so as to be in
a position to speak of it with authority, the
result being that tire visits were made before
the exposition was ready. The exposition
buildings are complete, but miuch remains to
be done in finishing somne of the foreignl build-
ings and some ot the Pike attractions, anrd in
installing the exhibits, not more than 75 Per
cent. of wbich were in place in the third week
of May. It wiil probably be the end of June
befirre the exposition can be considered com-
plete. That it will be well worth visiting is
without question. ,Tihe individual buildings
are architecturally magnificent, and they are
grouped in a well-considered and harmonious
plan. Tire site covers 1,240 acres, against
733 acres of the Chicago Exposition, 336
acres for the Paris Exposition, and 300 acres
of the Pan-Amierican Exposition at Buffalo,
ail three of wbich do not much more than
equal the area of the St. Louis grounds. 0f
total area actually roofed over by the various
buildings, great and small, Chicago had 82
acres and Buffalo 1,5 acres under roof, wbile
the main exhibit buildings at St. Louis cover
128 acres. The total cost svill reach $5o,0oo,-
ooo, of wbiclr $ i ,ooo,ooo bas been contribtit-
ed in equal parts by tire U.S. Govertiment, by
the city of St. Louis, and by private stock-
bolders. This sunrliras been swelled by the
appropriations of states and territories, and
of the various foreign Governmnents, and by
the expenditures by the various exhibitors
and concessionaires. Tire response of foreign
Governnments bas been most liberai, Germany
and France spending over $i,ooo,ooo eacb,
Brazil $6o@,ooo, whiie Great Britain, Mexico,
China and japan each are spending over
$5oo,ooo. The individual buildings therir-
selves are on a scale conîmensurate with the
exhibition itself. The Liberal Arts and the
Mining and Metallurgy buildings eaclr cover
a space Of 75o by 52,5 ft. The U.S. Govern-
ment building, conspicuonus by its splendid
burnished dome, covers 8oo by 26o t. The
Palace of Manufactures and the Palace of
Varied Industries are each 525 by 1,200 ft.
The Transportation building is 55 by 1,300
ft., while to crown ail in point of size, as i
fitting, considering that the agricultural inter-
ests are the greatest of all intenests in the
U.S., is the building devoted to agriculture,
5oo by î,6oo t. It is very gratifying to be
able to say that witbout question the best ex-


