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1 dr, F-''evt in îh' pieq,' sii le. "jusi as 1 beieve
in scorpion . and ailier pesîs, because they arc disagreeable
tacts. 1 suppose h ouglit ta bc above lelîing thern annoy.me,
as the people ini the country build bootbs on the roofs ai their
bouses, and( go ta slcep there, knowing that tht scorpions cani-
tnai crawl so bigla. Bot h cannai sleep i1 se moch as hear
these priestly vermin scratch.

"lDo you remeiber, ZilIah, tht stories we used ta invent
as chiîdren with Layah's behp ? They were generally about
a king wla Ias driven (rani bis thi-ont, and vient wandering
aven tht worid, and losi bis qucen somewhcre, and could flot
find ber. You tised ta cal yourself tht queen, and imagine
ahi sorts of tbings you dîd wiîbou-witbouî me ; for 1 was
always tht king, was 1. bot?"

"And 1 ahways foond you, io; and now I arn ging ta
keep yota, and nat let you go wandering tven in rny dreams,"
replied the fair girl, îhrowîng ber arm fondly about tht shoul-
der of Hiranm, with hcr check againsi bis. IlEvern Astart
dots not bave so gond a hold cil Tammuz, or, as tht Greeks
catI him, Adonis, when she lias fcond bim come tuta ife again
as h have on my Adonai-my lord."

Her lutsrous cyes, as she gazed inoa is, seemed ta drink
love tram is heant.

IlAh, but Asiarie bas ta tase ber Adonis firsi, and ber
maidens go rnuuroing for bim. Sa you rnaght lose me. Tht
Ilersian kinlg bas but 10 sav a word and 1 must teave my
tbrane. Tht sairap ai Syria-only a satrap-bas more
power iban 1, a king, aud could depose me. These priests
cnuld poison fiht minds of Artaxerxes ; or they could poison
rmt. Do younona regret baving promised ta be myqueen?"

The girl rose tram tht divan. She sîraightencd ber farrnu
10 ils full beîght. Her pose-was majesty itself. Htr black
ceyts fiashed with indignant pide :

IlNot even a king shal question cubher rap lave or my
courage."

Hiram, inougli startled, was not cfftoded ai ibis sodden
transformation- Ht had heen trtqueialiy îreaîed ta novel ex-
hibitions ni her chararier ; but each onc iocreased bis ad-
miration for ber. She was ta him a garden ai graces. At
every turn i.a their inîimacy some new beauîy was revealed,
or some neîv sweeîness exhalcd irom ber hile tai ghadden bis.
Ht did nax, bowevcr, expecita find in bis gardcn a sîaîely
pahrn.re-a character s0 lotty and ruggedly strong. Ht
now fehi ihai she was more royal than he, and bc coulC bave
thrown himsehf ai ber feet as a slave. But îbrough ail Zil.
lah's severiîy ai countenance there played a soter sentiment,
that avertempled bim ta a different expression ai loyalty,
and he caughi ber ta bis arras witb tht wrapt exclamation .
"1A quten, indeed ! My queto !hi

She poshed bim gently (roin ber, and looked deeply ino
bis tyts as if shc would dry up the very fauntain ai bis soul,
as the sun-yod dties tht sprirags ho sumrmer, sbould bc date ta,
question again tht supremacy af ber love. She te took bis
face betwten ber hands, as sbu- said :-

I shah be Hirar's queen if be reigus oiy ho a round
boat, a pauper pirate af tht sea, or carnies bis crawn an a
carnet Rlying across tht deserts. But "-ber voice trembled,
sîeadied anhy when bis bot kiss had acted as a tanc-" h
wauld ratber be simply Hiram's wife. ie means more
than queen, dots i ot?"

Tht superb woman again became a girl ; tht palm-tret be-
came a spray of delicat vine that twined iseif tbrougb and
îhrongh 1Hirar's beart.

Tht long and silent embrace that foilowecî was disturbed
by loud taiking an tht apanimneni cf Abimehek, which was
across the recess eotering tramn the court, a sort ai hailway
that divided tht business offices ai tht merchant fron tht por-
tion ai tht bouse that was devoted ta dornestic use.

"lAhi1 I knaw that screcbh," said Hiramn. "hIl belongs ta
tht nighî-bawk Egbalus. Ht is always fliuîing about in tht
daik-. Lisien I \hat nesi is be pnîing bis btakinto now?"l

Tht piesi was evidtntly tbreatening and entreating by
tomns. Ahimnelek- was as cearly an guard, ike sorne feocer
wbo knows tht superior prowess oi bis antaganisi. His tones
ai voice showed tbat he was 00w objecting, and now yielding
point afier point, anly protetdng bis retreat. Whole sen-
tences were ai lengili caught by the listeners, as tht excite.
ment ai tht priesi beirayed bis caution :_

IlBut, sire, you cannai prevent it. 1 bave -obtained tht
con ttnt ofievery otbermemberof the council but VourçelL No
nman cao withstand the wilai BaaL"

"Ah!1,. wispered Hiramn ta ZilIab. "Your tailler, then,
did not vote for the sacrifice. I bah tbhougbî as much. He
bas always assented ta, my viiew ihat we are making tooc mach
ai religion. If they would an ly eave me ta select the victims
I wootd order tht sacrifice myself, and toast a score or îwa
ai priebts' spawn. I would make sncb a feast ibat Moloch
,vcoutd lbc sick freon sueitit ior a bundred yets. But Iiaten 1"I

Egblus wvas oow fairly hissing bis words:. Il Ya date
flot rctGýc. It is mrin ta pou and ta yonr bouse Hark
ycu, Ahimelek 1 Vaur dealing witb the Egypîhan is
known. Vou accepted a bribe ai io,coo darics ta aban-
don the commerce ai Cvpnus aud Memphis ta tht sailars ai
tht Nile. Tbis is death by tht laus ci lyre. And îbiok
mot tbat having a son for king wil save a traitor. Tht cvi-
dence afith is witenouot. It is on Ibis parchment. A horst-
man stands ready tal carry tht n ews tc the Great Kinag at
Sasa. It-was treason against Persia. Von know tht end.
Sign Ibis order ai tht piests af Baal, and I wilh teax- up ibis
damniaig document. 1mIf -"ý

Thetîwa isttecrs haoked ai each other with consternation.
Tbey knew that thte priests had spun same web about the
mcrchan:. Truc or false. their a ccusation would nain him.
H-ram's firit impulse was la enter.tht room, and slay the
p iesi' hé sta<W. A second tbougbt showed thé Ùnowisdom
ai sncb acourse. Tilt plot, must baye other inesbes, though
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Egbalus held the chief string. A rash deed on the king's
part would precipitate an issue between the throne and the
te'nplet with the advantage in favour of the latter, since their
ploting had been of long cootinuance, and their purposes
were 71ellr ipeed.

bIsal advise your father ta yield the point," said Hiram
rising. "A few miserable babies more or leis for a sacrifice,
what doess h signiy ?Il

He strode across the open space, and, unannouoced, stood
befnre the men. His sudden appeayance transformed the de-
bate ia a tableau. Egbalus was standing rigidly erect, bis
band clenched and raised above bis bead ; bis whole soul
seemingly condensed inoaone act af will, dominating the
sou! afIl himelek ; and that will was blazing (rom the priest's
half.dernoniacal eves. Had bie uttered na words, the very pan-
tomirne would have been enough ta crush a weaker man's reso-
tution. Ahimelck sat lirnp anid pale vith terror belore the
priest.

Wiîbout awaiting an explanation, Hiram determined to
rescue the merchant [rom the siraits inoawich bis loyalty
had apparently put bim, and saîd-

P..% Pougb af this quarre!!1 Abime!ek, you have your king's
pemission ta assent. Let the priests bave what sacrifice tbey

Wili."1
'lYour majesty 1 Vour majesty is mad 1 I jerkcd oui

Ahirnck, holding up bis bands in agonizing rernonsirance.
IlIt is enouRh 1 1 bave said it," rcspanded tbe king.
EBRs was surprised, and stared as are confaunded.

Btonly for a moment did be !ose bis seif-possession. He
was a consun'mate actar. He could direct bis most fiery
passion by cold discretion, as the inoulder leads the molten
metal iote bis patterns af sand. A look of boly serenity sud-
deiil- diffused bis counitenance.

" Baal, 1 îbank tâtec1 Tbou bast owned thy servant!1
Said I1flot so-that the beari ai the king would be so led by
Baal that be birnself would consent ? Most noble king!
Servant af tbe gods 1 Let me kiss the feet ai hirn whoin Baal
receivcb as bis san!1"

Hethîrew bimself upon the floor belore the king, wba
could scarcely restrain an impulse ta trample tbe Irypocriti-
cal wreich with bis beels. It casi Hiramn a rnighîy effort ta
obey bis quick, intuitive discretion. He did nat even glance
at the prasîrate priest, but, with a lookc af scaîn and pity upon
Abimelek, bc witbdrew.

IlOh, for tbe power ai a king 1 » bcecxclaimed, as be re-
entered Zillab's apartmeni. «'I swear by al ithe gods that for
tbe last tirne bave 1 yielded ta tbe cruelty ai these priests. Ta
Sheol wiîh the who!e brood of bLxm

Hiram sank upon the divan by the side of Zil!a,cxhausted
by the sharp conflict af emotions tbraugb wbich be bad passcd.
He rebulced bsrnself for the display af passion.

"But for your salce, my fair oce, and tbe sake af your
farter, I would bave died raîber than bave donc il. But my
tirne will comc, i there be any power of justice back af these
villainous gods who demand such tbiogs. 1

I sec," said zil:ab, putng ber band upon bis braw, as if
ta exorcise sorne dernon there-" I1 sec that you, to, could
bc cruel, dcar Hirarn."

"uYes, cruel as any other human beast, until 1 cao abolish
cruelty. And 1 will abolish it-abolish it by the swotd.11

He sat a long lime in silent îhought, then rose suddenly,
exclaiming -

" But these aïe no scenes for you, -my darling."
" Wby not for me, if for yon?" rejoined Zillah. I arn

flot a butterfly, tbat must needs Rlit only in tbe suoshine. 1
would rather be like aur heroic Qî2een Dido, for ali ber
troubles, than bc a rnere statue corne ta life, like that wbicb
ber brother, aur King Pygmalion, made. Your cares shall be
mine, or 1 am nfot worlhy ta sit under the purple canopy af
Vour îhrone."

ccRigbt rayally spoken 1 1 crhed Hiramn, in an outburst af
admiration, "But, for ail that, 1 shall save you tramn sucb
scenes and such prhests, for 1 shahl decree that tbere shah! be
no gods-cxcept that cvery man shall bave bis awn Astarte,
and she shall be worsbipped thus-" He laid bis ardent
affering upon ber lips.

CHAPTER VI.

Au nonsual throng flled tbe sîrects and the Great Square
wben thes king returned tram tbe bouse ofai hnelek ta bis
awn palace. Priests wert cvcrywherc. Ih seemed as if the
ecclesiastical bîves cf bal tbe chies of Pboenicia had
swarmed along the coast, and lit again an the rock af lyre.
:'rme of these priests, with unkcmpt hair and rnad cyes, were
haranguiog tht crowd ; otbers wcre engaged in exciîed de-
bate among themstlves. The palanquin ai the king moved
arnong the people as if it werc thet rk af sorne strange reli-
gion ; for, wbile a fcw gianced at it with respect, many re-
gardcd it with rage, and scarcely restrained tbe impulse ta lay
violent bands upon it. Egbahus and bis devoiets bad cvi-
dently donce efective work, flot anly in disserinaing tbeiraown
venornous spirit, but in arganizing their varions gnilds for
action in trntrgency. Tht rayal attendants notictdib at a
band ai priests moved just abead ai them, and that another
band came bèhind, as i the king's persan were cubher bon-
ourably escorted or dangerously menaced. St another
cornpany cf priests maved hastily, yet in arder. away frorn the
palace gaie as the king approacbtdi.

Hiram was himself too mucb engrosscd witb bis ewn
tbougbts fully ta cake in what was transpiring beyond tht
closely-drawn curtains ai bis crag.But, baving passcd
wiihin: bis awn gaie. he suddeni wle ta a sense ai some
unusual environrnent that was being spun about bim. -Ecrter-
ing-bis private apartrnent, lbe was possessed by tbat inysteri-
eus power ai clairvoyance tbrough wbîch ont is moade con-
scions of a presence tbat is neither seen nor beard. He was
imprtssed witb the fact that tht reom already cantained an
occupant. Theinstinct of danger, rcioforced by an icquired
habit of vigilance, led him ta place bis back against tht wafl,
and bis band upon bis'dagger bult. Uncertain of tht. Iciyalty
cf even tht privatserants ai bis chamber, bc determined to
face the unknown menace ant. He disrnissed ail bis attend-
ants, anaddosèd tht door bebind them'as they made their ex-
it. Prepared ta strike.at any liing. hing that bail dared ta
invade bis privacy,he'stood a momfent listening, ana searcb-
ing wiîh bis eyes every abject whicb thethrick screen aif the
hangýing hamp heft hn the shadori.

"Whao gaeès.thère ? " was bis challenge.
A wbspèer came 'tram beyond tht 'curlains tbat -shieidedl

ont end o fthe divan
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hI is 1, King Hiram."
"V/by, Hanno 1 wbat means this i Are you mad ? Is

cvervbody mad?"
The low tones of bis friend's voice bespoke continued cati.

fhon. Hanno laid bis band upon tbe khng's àrmn as bie said:
"Let us first make sure that we are atone. I could steal

ad.;,:nhere, others migbî."l
Ht raised tbe shade.froin tbe flaming wick that floatcd in

tht ait. Witb drawn weapons thetîwo nmen searchedl every
nook where tberet *as possibility oi concealment. They were
atone.

IlYau are in danger, mny king. 1 anticipatcd no barni to
you in tht open streets, for tht priests are inîerested in pro.
tecting you there; but 1 feared lest same af the devais miglit
give you toul play bere ; so 1 creptian, no matter how. You
know tbe plot ? No? hI was turtber along than 1 suspected
when we parted ibis afternoon. You, Hiramn t Oh l the treach-
ery o ai ii1the cawardice aifi 1 Vou, ny king 1 Il

Hanno's vaice was choked witb uncontrollable rage. II You
-yau arc ta be tht sacrifice ta Baal."

Hiram sto gazing stupidly ino bis friend's face. lie
beard bis words. Ht understood ibein, and yet be could
flot take thein in.' Tht power of tbought stemred paralyzed.
Then, graduahly, hce camec ta renlize tht meaoiog af wbat be
bad heard. At first bc thought only ai the indignity offéred
bis throne. Then, brave as he was, there carne a tremar af
dread, as tht horrid rites ai tht sacrifice filled bis imagina-
tion. That cruelty wbi-h lbe badt refused ta sanction, wbere
tht victim, was tht humblest babe among bis people was ta
camne upon birnself 1 Ht saw bimself a bound and belpless
victim. Ht felt thet Rames, but thcy cbhled him ta tht btart'b
care. For the first lime in bis lite lbe was afraid.

Thetîwa nmen sat down togeiber upon tht edge ai the
divan. For a long time ocîther spoke. Nor was il neccssaryý.
Rapîdly tht king put tagether in bis memory many recent
occurrences. His keen judgmenî saw ibeir significance, and
that tbey focused ho tht terrible tact wbich Hanno bad an-
nounced.

IlBlind 1 blînd 1 blind I bave been ; but I sec it now,»
groaned tht stricken mari. Then, sîarîiog fromn bis horrible
reyentr, be trode across the apartment. Pausing undcr the
fuîl glare ai the lamp, be beld'aloft bis dagger :

4' swear before Baal tbat il he demands tht sacrifice of
the King ai Tyre, tbe King af lyre shaîl be bath prîest
and vicîim 1 My own band shahl strake tht blaw ; not thears.
And tht altar shall be tht dead body of Egbalus. Ht irst
shalfahl. I shal seekbirn."

Ht movcd îowards tht door. His friend stayed hum.
Il ou cannot go ont. Tht bouse is clasely ctuarded," said

Hanno. IlEgbalus bas filled tht ciîy witb bands of Galli.
They bave been coming ino tyre froin the country around for
days."1I1 wili cut my way throRb a thousand af tbem ta the dock,
and take ta tht sea," cried the king, in the valour ai bis de-
spair.

II I is too, laie," rtptied Hanno. IlWben I heard tht de-
cision ai tht priests this afiernoon 1 tried ta arrange for ibat ;
but your biremes bave ail been scuttled, and mine is stalen
away. Tht very captains ho tht barbour bave been bedevilled
by tht pnests. Brave fellows tbongh tbey aie, like al sailors,
ibey are sopersiitious, and believe tbat Baal bas put a curse
on every wavc for any anc wbo would attempi yaur rescue."

"'Then, my dear Hanno, you t00 must ago and leave me
ta mny fate. I will not bave my lite if it endangers yaurs.
Go 1 Appear as rny enerny 1 Save yourself 1 1 will know
tbat yaur heart is truc, even if your band sbnuld tic the cords
and cast me ino tht Rlames. Go 1 '

"4Neyer !" crièd Hanno. IlDid no: yoit and I sec tht
flames when forîy thousand Sidonians borned their bouses
over their beads and pcished tageiber, raîber than faitl mia
the bands afube Persians ?"I

"lThen let it bc sol Hanno 1 And rigbî here wc will emu-
laie ibern. Se,ibis flame ta ibis curiain, and ibis couch
shall he aur altar 1"I

As tht king spoke, hie reached tht !arnp frorn ils banging,
and brougbât it close la tht beavy draperies.

IlHold 1"Ilciied Hatio. Ibhi is ano'e e tn x.ntss,
but for cool beads. Tht sacrifice carnot be for some days
pet. Time breeds opportunities. Let us waîcb 11"

'For whaî?" cried tht king, burying bis hcad in bis
bands.

Nearly an hour passed in silence, broken at lengtb by
Hanoe -

IlEgbalus bas made a prediction ibat, s0 powerfut is tht
will af Baal, the god-will send thcspirit ofholy zeal iio every
heant in Tire ; that the very rays ai tht sun-gadito-morrow
wihl inspire ail they fait upon with such, acquecne that
every ane wonld gladly take tht place ai the =aciic.As I
camne in bere, anty a moment before youi a hcrahd was run-
ning acrasa tht square, cryiog : 'Tht king consenits h Tht

,king consents!1 Praised be Baal 11 Tht hying devii oi a
priest bas already perjured bis saut wiîh t' ai , counterteit ai
tht royal wor »

"lAy, I did consent..
Hiram then'rehacd ta Hanno tht scont ai the bouse af

Ahimeélek, wbere, under mnisapprehiension afitis full import,,lbe
badl appraved the sacri fichai celebralion.

"h tis well, theni," said Hanna. '"Whynfot serntlaverity
tht hîgh priesi s interpretation ai your asseni ? Apparentlv
yield. It wihl divert suspicion from any plan vie mîght adopt.'

Tht y*ung men ialked tbr6agb tht couire night, and ho
tht early dawn Capînin Hanno, disguised as a'manket.vendor,
was iei eut'tht greai gale witb algoud volley, ai corses frein
aid Goliab, the porter.

CTIAPTER Vil.

The ensuing day was ont af intense excitement ini Tyre.. At
every open space, on tht: watts, ho thtý Great Square, ai
street corners, aud, especiallyhoi tht court ofi-tht temple,
wcnc.pzicsts haxanguing the peop1e. Bands 'of Galli, tht
priests af Astarte, baving set an image ai tht goddess upon
an asswarmed'about iais h was drawn through tht sîreetssuain drams, blowing borns, cutîiing îemseives withkvestearing et hadfIis ci ihbeir bair and chanting-ar
ratber bowling-tht sentences oi their wildest liturgy.
CauRbi b y tht sîrange infection, many privatt-cifizens epenly
renounced ibeir secutarvocaîionsand johned tht priestbood
of Astarte.

Initiation mbint ,tis order,, accordiog, toauanancient cus-
tom, was signal ed by the candidate's baeaktiogg hto a neigh.


