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u. The BB conderfully well, Though I doubt whether she has
| guod B ecupied a servant's place befote,  And she gets on
embled B8 cih'the lads.  Jack has once felt the weight of her
I 1 believe. I do not think he will be in a hurry agoin
BE < her with his noosense.”
B | must have a word with Jack, and with them all.”
ed B As for our Marjorie, her heart is taken captive quite.”
f; N ,h B \fy precious darling ! She may do Aliison good. And
e wi gy dall try to help the poor soul as we may, for I fear
as rev. g il case,”
thein 1030 €V ;
beyon B {To d¢ continued, )
PO
M IN DARKNESS.
Ren e I8 T will be still
s}t:)ck B The terror drawing nigh
) spedk 8 Shall startle from wmy lips no coward cry ;
not o [ Nay, though the night my deadliest dread fulfil,
fe, ani I will be still.
ter. K Foroh ! T know,
id My, By Though suffering hours delay,
2% Yet to Eternity they pass away,
By Cauying something onward as they flow,
that 1 ; Outlasting woe 1
X Yes, somethisg won ;
ne son B8] The harvest of our tears— .
she ha; ] Something unfading, plucked from fading years ;
3 Leg (8] Something to blossom on beyond the sun,
5 From Sarrow won.
: |
id X i The agony,
¢ here? @81 So hopeless now of balm,
o hnov [ Shall sleep at last, in light as pure anG calm
B1 Astbat wherewith the stars look down on thee,
way ke i Gethsemane,
w1y, 1| @S Florence Earle Coates, in Harper's Magazine for
uets o [enber.
20 1 o B
Stmag, THE RECEPTION OF EXILES.
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v Leue B¥pom George Kennan’s illustrated article in the October

ry, we quote the following : The prisoners had disem.
:;.‘d,‘h‘: ) l')el’ore we reached our destination. We found them
U" bees BiEbled in two dense gray throngs at the ends of a long

Uien shed, which was surrounded and turned into a cat

)cal“':}: n by & high plank wall. Hese they were identified,
happea ed and turned over by the convoy officar to the war-
Jhe ‘b:i fof the Tomsk forwarding prison. The shed was

Biied transversely through the middle by a low wooden

14

B cade, at one end of which was a fenced enclosure, about

Ad have gEeet square, fgr the accommodation of the officers who
« hewi piéito take part in the reception of the party.  About half
hat l,_.; iles had been formally *‘received,” and were stand-

PL1 the castern end of the shed, while the other half were
ged in a dense throng at the western end, waiting for
names to be called.  The women, who stcod huddled
et in a group by themsclves, were mostly in peasant
2es, with bright-coloured kerchiefs over thair heads,

o aed
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hat sk eir faces, Ithought, showed great aoxiety and ap-

s was  [Eosion. The men all wore long gray overcoats over

begae linco shirts and trousers 3 mwost of them were wn
o

, and the bare heads of the convicts and the penal colo-
bad been half-shaved longituainally 1n such a way that
ide of the scalp was smooth and blue, while the other
was hidden by long, neglected hair. Soldiers stood
ad there around the shed, leaning upon their bay-
Bed rifles, and inside the little cnclosuie were the con-
fecers of the party, the warden and the surgeon of
omsk forwarding prison, the chief of the local burean
ile administration, and two or three other officers, all
M uniform.  Colonel Yagodkin introduced us as Ameri-
vellers who desired to see the teception of an exile
and we were invited to stand inside the enclosure.
be officer who was conducting the examination of the
15 drew a folded paper from a large bundle in s
opened and glanced atit, and then shouted * Nikolat
' A thin, pale mag, with heavy, wearned eyes and
less expression of face, who was standing in the
rank of the exile party, picked up the gray linen
bat Isy beside bim on the floor, and with a slow
clink, clink of chains, walked to the inclosure. The
siog officer compared his face carefully wath a photo-
attached to the ¢stateins speesok,” or * identiheation
) in order to make sure that the pale man had not
soged names® with some other exile, while 3 Cossack
r cxamined him from head to foot, and rummaged
ch his bag to sec that he had neither lost or surzep-
Iy sold the articles of clothing that he had receved
o{scow or Tiumen, and that his ¢statcin speesok’
or.
s everything there 2 ¥ inquired the otheer.
verything,” replied the Cossack.
Stoopai ! ” [¢ Pass on '] said the licutenant 5 and the
2ced man chouldered his bag and joncd the ranks of
ceeived * at the eastern end of the shed.
The photographs are a new thing,” whispered Colonel
Jkin to me; * and only a part of ths exiles have them.
are iolended to break up the pracucs of zachanging
and identities.”
Bat why should they wish to exchange names 2* I in-

Il a man isscntenced to hard labonr at the mines,’
blied, *and has a little moncy, he always trys to buy
y the name and identity of some poor devil of a

. =t who longs desperately for a drink of vadka, or
:‘hh;f Bnts money with which to gamble. Of cours:'thc
Bal ¥ officer has no meaas of preventing this sort of trans.

, becauss he camnot possibly remember the names

rhap tes of the four or five hundred men in his panty, If
hewsRRgavict succeeds in finding 2 colonist who is willing to
And s name, he takes the colonist’s place and is assigned a

bce in some village, while the colonist takes the
#1's place, and goes 1o the mines.  Hundreds of hard.
coaviets escape in this way."”

THE METROPOLIS OF ICELAND,

Reykjavik, poor little metropolis of 2,000 inhabitants,
has, nevertheless, its sights and sounds, Its houses, with
but few exceptions of wood, consist usually of a singlestory,
but in isolated instances rise to the dignity of two.
Through the town runs a wide and tolerably straight street,
on which live several of the dignitaries of the island, the
Bishup, the Governor, the Chiel Justicg, and other mem-
bers of the Government. Upon one side, surrounded by
wooden palings, is the public square, in the centze of which
stands a bronze statue of Thorwaldsen, presented by the
Danish Government to the native country of the sculptor.
At the farther end is the little cathedral, which cuntains a
marble font by the artist himself. Around the different
sides of the square are grouped the new patliament house,
the post office, and a school for girls, which draws uts pupils
from all parts of the country. One of the most imposing
buildings of the capital is the jail, and two of the most awe-
inspiring of her citizens are the policemen, who in turn
patzol the streets in {elt helmets and uniform. It was not
discovered, however, that they ever arrested anybody, be-
cause nobody ever so far forgot himsell as to warrant arrest,
The jail consequently is always empty, a fact that can be but
impetfectly understood when onc secs its manifest supenority
to all othet dwellings, One of the policemen exercises, in
addition to his function of guardian of the public weal,
that of librarian of the Icelandic Literary Society, which
was established as long ago as 1816, and has published
many works. He isalso an author, and has written at least
one valuable book.

The streets of Reykjavik are unpaved, but at certain
corners, wide apart, stand lamp-posiz, whereon burn kero-
sene lamps to light the belated citizen to his door.
One of the most charactenstic of streets sights is the long
lines of pontes that almost continually come and go, bring-
ing loads of dried fish, and carrying back the necessaries of
life ; and almost all of life's necessary demands in Iceland
must be supplied from without. Even the wood with which
the houses ate framed comes from Norway, and must be
taken into the interior on the backs of horses. A frequent
sight is a procession of ponies, each with a board on cither
side, fastened at one end tothe pack-saddle, while the other
end is left to trail and bump along the uneven road. On
fleasant mornings another kind of prucession is often seen.

t is composed of women and girls, each with a wooden tub,
and all guing to the warm sptiaps to do the houschold wash-
ing. The water can be had at all temperatures, from boil-
ing hot, where it bubbles up out of the earth, to tepid, far-
ther down the little stream formed from the overflow.
Dippiog up a tubful of hot water, the washerwoman puts
her washing to soak, and then selects a convenient place
upon the bank near the water’s edpe, where she kneels and
rubs and wrings piece by piece.— William H. Carperter, in
October Atlantic,

A SINCERE OPINION.

“ We talk of writing casily and dashing off impromptus ;
how say you if we should try it now? llere are six of us,
who are all thought to have some knack of that work ; and
here ate pens, ink and paper, ready to our hand. Let us
sec who can write the best impromptu.”

He who thus addressed the gay group of London fashion-
able wits assembled in the chicf room of Will's Cotfee-house
(at that time their favourite place of resort) was a tall, haud-
some man in the prime of life, who still lives in English his-
tory as Charles Sackville, Earl of Dorset, one of the kindest
as well as richest men in all England, the friend of all dis-
tressed poets, and himself possessed of powers that would
have made him a poet of no mean rank if he had but had
the luck to be born poor.

$ Agreed ! cried the rest with one voice; ** and * glori-
ous Joln’ here shall be our umpire.”

The last words were addressed to 2 plump little old man
with very large bright eyes, who was sitting in 2 snv,, cor-
ner by the fire, and seemed to be treated with great respect
by the whole company, notwithstanding his rather shabby
suit of threadbare black. Nor was this without reason ; for
this quict old man was none other than [ohn Dryden, the
greatest poct whom England had produced for a whole
generation. |

Dryden readily undestook the office of yudge, and to wotk
went the whole six with paper and peo.  Bat to the amaze-
ment even of those who best knew his ready wit and won-
derful fluency, Lord Dorset fimished and folded up his con-
tribution almost before his companions had begun theirs.

** You sce now, gentleman,” said a laughing voice, ** why
Chailic proposed this trial to us; he had his impromptu
ready beforchand.”

** Thou canst scarce rail at me for that, Jack,” rctorted
the Earl, **for men say thou hast once waiten an *im-
promptu ’ which took thee 2 month to compose. ’

The papers were handed over to Dryden, who had hardly
taken time to glance over them when he proanounced that
the best was that witten by Lotd Dorset.  All other com-
pelitors looked surprised, as well they might ; but the won-
der ceased when the contribuiions were cxamined, and
Dorset's effusion was found to run thus ;

* Pay to John Dryden, on Demand, the Sum of Onc
Hundred Guineas.—DORSET."— David Ker, in Editor's
Drawer, in Harper's Magasine for October.

THE mcmorial stone of St. George's English Presby-
terian Chuich, Brondesbury, was laid tcccnllg by Sir
Charles E, Lewis, M.P.  Addresses were giver by Princi-
pal Dykes, Rev, W, S. Swaason, anad Rev. R. F. Horton,
of Hampstecad.

Tur applications for the vacancy of the Prestonpans Par-
ish Church had riscn st the latest date to the sad total of
103. For the vacaney in Spott Paiish there are no fewer
than 143 candidates. In Barr Parish the coagregational
cummillce are strugeling to select 2 leet from 140 candi-
dates,

WBritish and FForeigh.

DR. MacauLAY, of the Leisure Hour, is to edit a volume
of the speeches of the Prince of Wales,

Major WHITTLE, of Chicago, has arrived in Ireland and
will begin evangelistic work in Belfast.

Mrs. JoserH PArKER is said to take a report of her hus.
band's sermons every Sunday for publication,

Tue Dachess of Roxburghe opened a sate of work at
Kelso, on behall of the female foreign missions,

DR, Marcus DoDs preached as a young man to more
than twenty vacant churches before he received a call,

THR Atheneum declates that De, Norman Kerr knows
more about nebriety than almost any one else in this
country.

SerMONS in connection with the Armada and the Revolu.
tion, were preached in the churches of the Liverpool Pres-
bytery on 22nd ult,

MR, AXeL GusTarsoN has sailed for Australia to take
part in the laternauonal Temperance Convention to be held
at Mclbourne in November,

Proressor STory and Dr. Cameron Lees, have been
the latest preachers before her Majesty at Balmoral and both
had the hunour of dining with the Queen.

Tie Rev. W. W. TuLLOCH'S p easant little monthly,
Sunday Talk,1s to be merged in the Scofs Magazine, which
will cuntinue to be edited by Professor Story.

Dr. joserit PARKER declares that, always allowing for
exceptions, he is driven to the conclusion that the pulpit is
too often the paid slave of respectable society.

THe short leet of three selected from forty candidates
for Auchterarder are Messrs. Milroy, Larbert; Jamieson,
assistant of Dr. Macleod, ot Govan; and Orr, Glasgow.

PrixciraL CatrD and Rev. Joha Hunter, of Trinity
Congregational Church, were the preachers at the anniver-
saty services in Queen's Park Church on a recent Sunday.

IN accord with the unanimous wish of the united com-
mittee of St. Columba Church, Glasgow, the Presbytery
have issued a presentation in favour of Rev. P. Robertson,
Lamlash.

Mg. Arrison, M. P,, thioks it a disgrace to Enghishmen
that cn the subject of Sunday closiog they should be thirty
years behind Scotsmen, ten years behind Irishmen, and five
or six behind the Welsh,

A SHORTHAND writer who takes Mr. Spurgeon verbatim
every Thursday evening says his average is 144 words a
minute ; and as the exordium is in slow time, it may be
imagined how rapid is the delivery of the latter parts of the
discourse.

STAINED glass, illustrating Gethsemane and the Resur-
rection has been placed by the congregation in the two
large windows beside the pulpit of Infirmary Street U. P.
Church, Edinburgb, to the memory of Dr. William Brucs,
pastor from 1838 to 1882,

THE Great Western Railway Company granted the use
of the sharcholders’ meeting roum to the men to hold the
opening temperance meeting of the new session.  Mr. Alex.
Hubbard, one of the directors, took the chair, and the chief
speaker was the Bishop of London.

BranTWOOD, the tesidence of Mr. Ruskin i the lake
country, was formerly the abode of Linton, the engraver,
and his wife, and afierwards of Gerald Massey. At preseat
it is occupicd by Mr. and Mrs. Severn, the former a distin.
guished water-coluur paintes, the latter Mr, Ruskia’s favour-
ite cousin,

MR. JAMES SELLAR, the architect of the Glasgow Exhibi-
tion, whose gentusis illustrated in many of the most im-
portant structures reared in the second city in receat years,
has ULeen suddenly cut off by blood-poisening in the year
which witnessed his greatest professional ttiumph.  He ‘was
only forty-five.

LorD KINNAIRD presided at a public meeting of the
members of the Church at Pitroddie, held to celebrate its
centenary.  Mr. Whyte, the pastor, gave an interestin
history of the congregation, recalling the fact that one o
his predecessors, Mr. Proudfoot, became a theological pro-
fessor in Canada.

Buccrevch Church, Edinburgh, after alterations, which
include beawiful windows of stained glass, was rcopened
on a resent Sunday, when special services were conducted
by Drs. Mar‘regor, Gray and Alison. The funds were
raiscd entircly by the congregation without any appeal to
the outside public.

No fewerthan forty-five missionaries were present at o
valedictory meeting held in connection with the Church
Missionary Society at St. 'jamcs’s Hall. Twenty of the
number arc leaving for the fiest time.  They are all bound
for Asia~Palestine, Persia, India, China and Japan cach
1eceiving their allotted number.

SeM1 JUBILEE scrvices in Morningside, U. P. Church,
Edinburgh, were conducted receatly by Rev. J. M. Sloan,
of Grange Frec Church, and Dr. Alexander Mawr. The
latter stated that during the filicen years of his pastorate,
the membership had increased from 162 to 714, white the
total income had been $210,000, $355,009, of which was col-
lected for missions.

GrLasGow Frec Church Synod, on the motion of Mr. Ross
Taylor, unanimously resolved to ask the Assembly for per-
mission to hold the October mectings in one or othecof
the provincial towas; and as Ayr Presbylery was un-
favourable, Mr. Taylor suggested that Ayr should be the
place selected for the first mecting in the cvent of the As-
sembly’s permission being granted.

PRINCIPAL EDWARDS, of Aberystwith, inan address to
the students of Trevecea College, expressed the opinion
that dfr, Spurgeon 1s the greatest preacher living, Although
Canon Liddon excelled him in some respects, yet, taking
him as a whole, he btlieved Mr. Spurgeon to bs in the
front. Dr. Edwatds exhorted the students to be onginal—
to be their own sclves and not anybody clsc. :




