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FAST 1(ALLS THER E VENTIDE.

Fast falis the eventide ; 'tis Sa.
The words were uttered soit and low,
The paliid cbeek, the furrowed braw,
The iocks ail white with winter's snow-
These, these, alas 1 they testify
The evening aifrny day is byl1

I do flot think at dawning day
Sa swift the morn would fly away;
Nor did I dream at regai noan
That eventide couid corne so soon:
I did flot ever think to be
Sa aid and helpless as you see.

It ueemed at marn sa very far
Ere I shauid reach the evening star;
At noon I stili feit yaung and strang,
Ail full af hope, ail full ai sang
And age seemed ever far away
Until 1 felt its withering sway.

Alas 1 I find small space between
The marning with its shine and sheen,
The evening with its glaomy shade,
With ail its iaad ai hapes decayed.
Ah, heart, the truth I carinot hide;
Araund me fails the eventide!1

I've almost reacbed the river's brink-
The cald, dark stream from wbich we shrink-
Hope pramised much, but littie gave;
My iorward laak is death-the grave.
But there's a promise I have heard
That in my need doth aid affrd-

A richer promise I can say
Than any of my early day;
It soothes my heart like healing balm;
It ilts my saul ; it makes me calm;
It strengthens ail my faiiing sight
IAt eventide it shall be iight "-

Nat like the radiant iight of marn,
When day and hape are gaily born,
That fades sa quickly fram the skies,
We weep in sorrow and surprise;
But this will light my patbway through
Till I begin liie's day anew.

-Crisrtian. at- Work.

HO0W WE KILLED THE MINISTER.

Those are the vcry words in which she put it.
It was the senior deacan's wife wba tald me the

story at the sea shore iast summer. It was nat rny
minister but bers. I neyer knew any such man as
Luke Hopkins, and I arn tbankfui ta say that aur
parish was neyer guiity of these indictments.

She was aid Mrs. Deacan Snaw frarn Jackson-ane
of the fifty-seven Jacksans, mare or less, in the United
States-and this is what she said :

Now, I pity a young minister who has gat bis ex-
perience ta get. Sorne af tbe people are ready ta cat
him up at first, and then very iikeiy they are the first
ones ta, get tired af bim. And most of the peaple are
apt ta criticize him, and that is a barder triai than the
other kind. Mr. Hapkins was taa young, only
twenty-five, when he carne ta Jacksan. We had just
turned off a minister because same thought he was
toa oid. IL is a foolisb thing, let me tell yau befare I
go any further, ta turn a useful minister aiff« because a
few people are nat suited. Yau can keep on doing
that, and matters will grow mare unsatisfactary the
more yau try. Weli, Mr. Hopkins came. He was
sensitive and refined, studiaus and devout, but be did
flot know any mare about burnan nature than a young
robin just hatcbed-at ieast af human nature as it is
in a parish and a cangreggtian and a Cburcb, and
that was the kind he bad ta da with. He was sa fuit
of ardour be tbaught be was gaing ta move the world,
though he was flot canceited, nat at ail. He had the
genuine haiy ire, if ever a minister biad, and be was
ready ta efface hirnseif, ta wear bimself aut. He was
ready for airnost anything except the very triais and
torments there were for bim.

You ask if aur parisb is a bard one? Why, noa.
Nobody ever calied it Sa. But wc slew Mr. Hopkins.
Tbe first trouble tbat I knew was tbat the different
ones began, ater they gat well acquainted wi:h bim
te, tell hirn about ail tbe ufipîcasant tbings that bad
ever happened in the parisb. He did flot want ta re-
ceive gossip, but he bad ta iisten sometimes to what
this brother, or that sister, bad donc, tilt anc ittle cir-
cumstance and another wouid get a lodgment, just as
seed wiil. One carne with a grievance against a ici-
low-member. Anotber was fuil Of criticisrns of indi-

viduai characters. He, poor innocent, had thought
bis Churcb, and ail Churches for that matter, pcrfectly
in harrnony. If be bad nat been s0 yuung, if he bad
bad any experience, if he ljad been forzy-fivc instcad
of twenty-fivc, he wouid bave known tbat na Cburch
is witbout some antaganisms and misundcrstandings.

Yes, it was ta his credit that be thougbt bis Church
50 united and pure and peaceful and hcavcniy. But
tbat did nat make it so. Before the second year was
out be began ta look worried. The knawicdgc that
there bad been cnvyings and bickerings and petty
difficuities made birn unbappy, and it was a pain and
a grief ta birn ta bave bis faith in any of bis people
shaken. He tried bard ta remain unprejudiced, ta
maintain the balance ai feeling. He confidcd once ta
a friend in a prayer meeting be actualty found bim-
self wandering off inta speculations about the inno-
cence af a certain Brother A., wbo was apt ta cxhort
with great fervour, though there had been intimations
that be was cruel in bis farnily.

1'I1ar nfot wiliing," said this canscientiaus minis-
ter, " ta bear ai wrangs wbich bave been donc. I
nced ta beliive in my peaple. I want ta, and I mean
ta. And I can nat, I must not, feci that my Churcb is
flot a unit in endeavour and work."

But he began ta lose bis bopefuîness. You could
see it. He did nat prcach with 50 rnuch animation.
He laoked dejected, and then be began ta wondcr
whctbcr be was realiy the rigbt man for the place,
wbether be had carne up ta the expectatians of tbe
peaple ; and, just at this unfortunate stage anc of
those officiaus persans wbosc conscience cannot be
satisfied untii be bas " freed bis mind," toid Mr.
Hopkins that some anc bad said bis prayers wcre too
long, and bis scrmnons flot doctrinal cnaugh ; and as
tbis poor young divine bad a feeling tbat be aught ta
know ahl of bis shart-cornings, he lent an open car for
any opinion that might be cxpresscd.

Now a minister rnay imagine tbat it is for bis gaod
ta know what bis people think of him, but bc wiit
neyer be likciy ta put himscif in the way ai a second
experience af knawing wbat tbey don't like in him.
Mr. Hopkins did flot solicit the knawicdge, but wben
witbout his secking it came, he accepted it in humnility
as a means af grace ; but, unfortunatcly a frarne of
humility did not bappen ta be bis special need. En-
couragement was lufe ta him and tbe opposite was
paralyzing. " I arn discouragcd,» be said anc day,
"and wbat is a discouragcd minister good for? "

People were flot slow in naticing bis dejection, and
they whispercd that be was lasing bis int'erest. Some
had suggested that it wauid be well for birn ta cx-
change atener ; so be did. And then tbey corn-
piaincd because he was away sa much. Being very
young and very hurnan, and very sensitive, be
tried ta please in this way and then be tried
that. These things did flot ail happen in anc ycar,
nar in twa ; tbey were four years happening, and
tbey kept coming aiong, just enough ta prevent bis
having peace ai mmnd for any length of time. There
was no repose ai feeling for bim.

You say be shouid not have listened. I grant it, but
be feit that it was bis duty ta hear bis faults. But I
really think tbat did flot distress bim 50 much as
when they began ta tell what Mr. Hume bad donc
(that was his experienced predecessar). " Mr. Hume
used ta cali on every famiiy in the parisb twice a year
and pray with thcm." "Mr. Hume uscd ta bald
meetings in each scboi bouse in tawn twicc a year."
" Mr. Hume was real goad at funerals, be could carn-
fart the maurners sa.»" "Mr. Hume used te be araund
mare among the people, he was just like ane of aur
own folks ; " until that gentleman would have opened
bis cyes in arnazernent ta know hirnself sa quated and
he was such a model minister in the puipit, prayer
meeting, and in wbat anc ai bis cangregation spoke
af as "'pastoral work.»

Paor Mr. Hopkins blamed bimself, examined birn-
self, -laceratcd bis own beart, tartured bimseti witb

poor terrified bare. Oh, fia! Jackson Church folks
are goad men and wornen ; but they did flot con-
sider.

And wbat becarne ai Mr. Hapkins? Ob, he is at a
sanitarium, under treatment. The pbysicians call it
nervous prostration-an extreme case-but I think it
about as mucb a case aifrnartyrdom as that ai John
Rogers at the stake.ý-Congregationaist.

THE BIBLE AND BUSINESS.

In making plain the bearing ai the Bible upan busi-
ness, the fotlowing trutbs may be stated :

i. The Bible docs flot forbid the acquirernent ai
wealtb by bonest means. Ta the Ephesians whomI
Christianity had refarrned it was said, IlLet hini
labour, working with bis hands the tbing that is gaod,
that be rnay bave ta give ta him that needetb."
"lNat siothful in business" is anc ai the marks ai a
Christian. The Bible, therefare, does flot iorbid ban-
est trade. Nay, as honest and heaitby trade is for
the goad ai bath parties, it rather encourages it, for
it requires us ta do good toalal as we have apportil-
nity. And iL is weli warth naticing that trade flour'
ishes best in an atrnosphere iltcd with Bible trutb.
A man on the ather side ai the glabe will give ain
order involving balf bis fortune, trusting ta the in-
tegrity ai a British merchant. This "lconfidence"I
is anc ai the first essentiais ta traffic, and ail the
more fearful therefore, is the loss ai it, and ahl the
mare criminai those wha impair iL. But the ScriP-
turcs lay down clear and explicit rules for the guid-
ance ai trade. "Thou shait flot steal"Ilis the efll"
barga laid by the Bible on evcry frauduient transac-
tion. And wben the buycr declares Ilit is naugbt, it
is naught,"' and baving seduced the iess skitfuh i'ltO
a bargain, straightway boasteth ai bis acuteness, the
Bible cornes in and declares, IlLie not anc ta an'
ather." And when setier or buyer would take an un-
fair advantage ai the ignorance or the want af ihs'
customer, the Bible cames and lays bctween tbem the
golden rulc, I"Whatsoever ye woutd that men shauid
da ta you, do ye even sa ta theni."

2. The B ible does iorbid unduiy vaiuing mancY-
The wealth, ta save wbich for an beir the owIICf
boarded, putting away from bim many a generatis
emotion and many a pressing dlaim, instead ai bless'
ing, aften curses hirn who inherits it. The jay it il
expectcd ta give the living is oftcn neyer reaped. As
be came, sa be gaes-empty and naked. The bea-
then prince may have bis wives and bis barses sacri-
iccd an bis tamb, ta contribute ta bis jays in the
spirit. world, but religion banishes such a dehusiofi'
Stecp is aten enjoyed in a srnoky cabin and an a bard
bcd, whcn it is woaed in vain ta the chambers ai the
ricb. The wealtty man is oficred upon plate dainties
wbich he dare flot caL, whihc the poar '«cattar"II ets
bis dinner ai herbs with gtadness. Money canflOt
and does not give a tithe ai the bappiness it ilsuet'
posed ta give. Yet the great cvii ai aur day il thl*
undue value put upon maney.

For rnny, professions are chosen, cbildren a"1
educated, marriages are made. Money cavers 'no'@
sin than charity. A man may be licentiaus, a swearer9
a Sabbatb-breaker, nay, even a drunkard or dishOW
est, but let hirn be wealtby and he wiit be generally
receivcd and fiattered. Now this erroneous estifnate
ai money the Scriptures farbid.

3. The Bible iorbids the unduly cager pursuit of
wealth. That man wbose touls go sa near the da*"'
ing ai the Sabbath that be is unit for the privilegs
ai the day, is unduly pursuing weaith. Let himT
duce bis business or get another hand. His 5011iS
being starved ta ilt bis purse. The poor slapworkex
in the garret is so iii-paid that food and fuel areOu
ai the question, because "the trade"I must get the
iargest price., for the srnalhest autiay. TrucIlth
trade"Ilis doing it, qnd Ilthe trade"Ilis nat eXpct

;66 THE CANADA PRESBYTERTAN.
[AtIGUST 29th, iSOS.


