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portcd. This is aiso a pteasing contrast ta wliat tvas
only tou camman in tlit goo~i aid days. To -..îit is
this botter state af things îr 'nly due ? The tt.sîpcr-
ance mdvement is ta be largely crcditcd with this
improved condition ai tldngs. *It bas tauglbt men in
ail waîks oi lite ta. be mare self.respccting than svas
iornaorly tht case. Evert the excitenient incident ta
a lîotly contested clection is flot naw seizcd tapon as
an excuse for degrading indulgence in intoxicants.

Aothor reasan is found in tlic iact that under aur
Anroe election taîva ail places where liquor is ta

ha liad.arc closedan polling days. Thishlas produced
niast excellent results. it as a test on a smali scate
oi prohibition ; aansd incts gcnerally deanonstrate that
in this case at least prohibition dots prehibit.

TUE GOSPEL !rNJAPANý

IIE progress ai tise Gospel in tht South Sein Islands
is gcneratl!y tegarded as ont ai the Most StrakaIng
triustipbs ai modemn missianary enterprise. Tht
complete change in tht bohiefs, social habits and
custpms, the exemplary Christian livesaof tht converts,
anid the liberatity and zeat with whicla they maintain
ordinances among themacîlves, attcst the reality and
genuincness ai their iaith. No less dots the preserit
conditia.î ai t(!esu islands evidence tht transiorming
powver ofithe Gospel ai Christ. In anotlier part ai
thae ivartd a like rcmarkable maveanent, in faveur af
the Gospel is visible ir these days. Tht apid growath
ai Christiainityinajapan is sinaply marvellous. Witlîin
the last iewv years thousands have cmbracod the
Gospel af jesus Christ, and miany ai thean are zcaltis

Sand earncst in tht work of ntaking known tht way ai
salvation ta their felluw.countryancn. The various
Christian Chiurches, Presbyterian among the rcst, are
oanployed in the good work, with the nsost encouraging
rcsults. The work goos on svitl a unanimity ai spirit
and purpose ttaat must be cheering ta ail wha pray
that tht îvatcbmcn on Zaon's towcrs may sec oye ta cye.

The iminodiate tvant an japan as a large accession
ai mon and womon quatufied ta tako part an the work
ai the Gospel. It is nat so long since the mission-
atries ofithe cross in Japan bad ta encauntier, an addi-
tion ta tht indifferenc.c ai the people, the active appo-
sition ai those in authormty, and tht bitter bostility of
tht intercstcd upho!ders af tht native religions. WVath
the exception of tht latter ail is now changeti.
Everywhere tiarougliotît the island a keen interest as
maniiesîccl by the people. They are. eager ta hoar
the message ai salvation. Convonts by the bundred
are coming in. 'Tht ertwhile opposmng authoritts
are fricndly ta tht spread af the Gospel. Everywbere
there is an open door for -the missianary ta enter.
Naw, altboigbi tise Buddhist and ather priests are no
mort iriendly thoen before, yet they receive so little
symnpathy in tiatir apposition that they are less violent
than formerly.

The iriends ai Charistian truth in Japan, botta for-
eign and native, are deepty concerned at thý presenit
timte. Tht conditions for tht successful spread ai
the Gospel tbqre were nover hefore sa favourable;
ha tht future they may flot be sa favourable as notv;
thoreiore îisoy are afixiaus that tht prescrit apportu-
nity may ho ombraced by the Christian Churchos ai
Europe and America ta carry on the work with ail
thec energy tbey can command for the complote
Christianization ai the japanese Empire. Rikizo
Nakashima, a japanese student ina thealogy at Yale
Coltege, iii a recent communication ta a Neîv York
contemporary, givos an accouni ai the opening ai a
new missian school in Sendai, one ai the largest and
most important chies in Northern Japan. Sondai is
t.ht chief tawn in a large, papulaus and prosperous
purovince, and tise influence this new mission school
is fltted ta exert is uniquestionably great. At tht
apening ai ,his scisool three manths ago there were
more than 130 students enrolied at once, and many
mare were afixiaus ta enter, but the resources ai tht
institution being taxed ta tht utmaost, no mort cauid
ho admitttd. Tht principal people ira the city are
afixiaus ta have their sons educated tiser;, and are
contributi ng ta tht support cf tise schnol. W* 'th thse
exception ai tise maintenance ai twa or threc mis-
sionary.teachers, ail the expenses ai e.e c chaal are
provided for by the people themselvos.

This recontlyr apened scb aI is canducted an Chris-
tiana principles. It as openod in tise morning with
the reading af the Scriptures and prayer, and the
trutns af Christianity for i« part af the daily course ai
»astructian. This japanest student at Yale recali.s

laaw diflerent in tiiese respects matters were enly ton
years tige, wlien mission scheols nt Kiyeto were fi-rat
apened. Scarcely a dozen students r-bught ta be en-
rolled nt tlaat fimie. The Coverrment autharitios
probibitedi tbe rcadirag ai the Bible in the schoal, and
Christian inastruction was forbiddcn. Students de.
sirous of toar!;iiag tbe truths ai Cbristaanity had ta
repair ta thc homes <the nsissionatics, wl'ere tbey
were gladly rJelco - Great and beneficent S tile
change tlaat in ( ui gond providcnce bas bten
wroughit.

*te communication ai tlac Japanese student closes
with an ,~xpression ai apit.'on which hoe assurcs
us is sharcd by manyr ai biq friends. It is anc wbh
in the main svas aise cxpressed by anc (if the most
dcvoted ofiodern Christian missionaries, Dr. Alex-
ander Dufflanld cemme.nds itself tu many. It is that
the success ai the Gospel in fareign lands is ina the
irst instance mainty dependent on educational wark.

Tiae aim ihauld be that a native ministry, -yhich is
best flîted for the wark ai ovangelization, shoule. be
trained and cquipped as speedily as possible. This
is claimed ta be spcciaily applicable ta the circum-
stancesoai apan. It as svhat ail sections ai the Chris-
tian Church are striving for, and thoy are appeating
t.irnestty ta the British andi American Chiarches for
Charistian nsen and women who are apt ta teach, and
for incrcased moans ta carry forward this mast pro.
mising work in what is to-day tbe mast promising
mission fild in the wortd.
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OUR LITTLE FOLKSAND THE NURSiFav. (Boston :

The Russell Pubtistaîng Co.)-In general excellence
and in adaptation ta its iflteresting cîrcle ofitcnders,
this Publication is unsurpassed.

ST. NICIIOLAS. (New York: The Century C.)-
St. Nieliolts for january presents ats fiends wath
varied, instructive and entertaining rcading, and a
profusion bi beautiful engravings.

LîrrE.L's LIVING AGE. (Boston . Lattell & C.)-
In presonting ta intelligent readers tise Most nate-
worthy praducts ai tbe inteltectual actîvily ai tbc age
this veekly publication anaintains thr foremost place.

HANRIRs YOUNG PEOPLE. (New" York: Harper
& Brothers.)-This favourite weekly for yaung people
begins the newv year svitb an exct-..ent number. The
reading matter is varied, apprapriate and instructive,
white the illustrations are numeraus and finely fin-
ished.

SCRIBNER'S MAGAZINE. (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons.)-On its monits this neîv competator,
in the first rank of current litorature deserves a cor-
dialwieicomie. The initial number presents a very at-
tractive appearance. The engravings are goad and
directly illustrate the texts ta which they are related.
A.mong the most iasteresting ai thse contents ai this
number may be mentianed 'lRemaniscences ai thse
Siege and Commune oi Paris," by E. B. Washburne,
who was American anister to Franice at tbe excîtang
time described in tbcse papers, "IThe Babylonian
Seals," Glimpses at the Diaries ai Gouverneur Mor-
ris and several athers. In fiction and poetry the first
number af Scribner's is very attractive.

TalE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. (Boston : H-ough-
tan, Mifflin & Co.)-If tbe cantents ai tbe january
.Aflaniic are a fair sampte ai tbc quatities which will
distinguish this magazine for 1887, its subscribers
may congratutatr -eniselives ; for the number opens
svith tht first ci .picrs ai a delightful navet ai Eng-
lis country tufe, written by Mrs. Oliphant and Tho-
mnas Bailey Aldrichs in collaboration. Besides this,
Mr. Marian Crawford begins a serial entitled 1'Paul
Patoff," and Mr. Philip Gilbert Hamerton, in bis
continuation ai papers an " french and Englisb,"
shows tbe difféence wbich the Puritan influence bas
made in the English manners; as apposed ta Frcnch.
There are aiso a number ai a dmirable papors by dis-
tinguisbed contributors. "The Salaon ina Society" is
upon the subject ai temperaasce. A discussion ai tise
political relations ai Frederic the Great ansd Madame
de Pompadour, by Edith M. Thonmas, and some brus-
liant reviews complote the p rase articles. Charlotte
Fiske Bates bas a striking I ittle poemn calted '" Tbe
Clue," and S. V. Cale some verses on " Athens -' aîad
tbere is aisc sorte god verse by athers. The usual
bni notices and a clever Contribtotrs' Club coin.-
piete ane af thse best magazine numbers that January
will brlng.
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THE hlISSIONA R>' 111ORLD.

ASIATIC TUIRK1Y.

The Re-y. P Chamnbers, formerly of WVhitby, now
af Erzerom, bas written an iatcresting lettcr ta the
Rcv. D. M. Gardon, WVinnipeg, frein wvich the follow-
ing are cxtracts,

The parties on wlinse behiati 1 originally wrote you
arc cntarely unable ta scrape up passage moncy. Trhe
aid father-abatit seventy ycars aid -in cl'-p.tir started
off ta Canstantinople ta try ta gct wark. Friends,
bowever, followed him and brouglit hini back, con-
sidering that his projcct wvas a crazy one. He was
actually imprisoncdl this year because af bis inability
ta raise Bo cents as part payment af taxes. And yet
he lias always been and is still anc of the nmast
respoctable and lionaurcd af the Christians af this
district. He is aur oldest Protestant, and ur %votk ins
that district owcs mare under God tu him than ta any
ather bal dazen men there. His tale of persecutians
borne for "Ifarmasonism," as they cali Protestantism
liere, would fili a flot uninteresting chapter ini the
" Tales af the Cavenanters." 1 spent a wlaolc month
in tbat district this summer. 1 collected togetherour
four helpers tbere during the month ofi) uly, and gave
them tessons in theoaogy, sermonizing, English coin-
mentary and Bible introduction. 1 enjayed it greatly,
and the students scened ta be greatiy beneflted.
On Sunday 1 circulatcd through the district, and be-
came mare intimiately acquainted than eî'er befare
ivith the condition ai the people. Tficy are a most
industriaus, bard-w orking people, being in their fields
with the rising sun, and do not rcturn ta thr2ir homes
tintai after eunset. Thecir food is inostly bread and a
crude kind af cheese. Tlieir garments-Sunda anid
Saturday the same-look, as though the wearer had
been welI tarred and then plungeci into a rag bag.
Every ane %vite lias any credir as bicavily in debt.
\Vheat, for lack af means af transportation, is, in that
district, î8 cents per busbel. Carcassians (robbers
and cut-throats)-emigrated from the Caucasus-loatn
moncy at fromn sixty ta 300v per cent. per annum, and
men are compelled ta borrow in order ta pay tbeir
taxes. These Circassians cattect their dues oua tame
at the edge af the swurd. In case thse debtor fà%, (o
raise the nianey by selling bis ox, or caw, or sbeep,
or bed- bouse fu-niture there is atmost literaiiy flanc
-the creditor tak, s him inta a species ai siaver
until the debt is p.&r by labour-the %vite and de-
pendents being lot ta beg. One village this year, in
uttor despair, carried the title deeds ai their lands,
along witb their axen and sheep, ta ù-s. seat of gav-
erniment, and said ta their pitiless ruters. "Take
wbat we have, and pay the taxes yourselves, we c=i
do fia more." Last summer Koordisb bands, same
cf them in tbe erploy of Government officiaIs, roamed
"l -ountry, and robberies -ýereoainigbtty occurrence.
i sat up in my tent one nigbt titi aiter midnight %iith
my gun and cariridges in my hands, awaiting an
attack. But the Koords had *corne for the~ village
sheep, and as 1 had called the shepherd with bis flock
ta my vicinity, and bad aise calted out a band of
villagers ta act an the defensive, thse Koords thought
it wisc nlot ta attack. The Koords were ail armed
witb Martini-Henry rifles, Žand bad pienty ai amau-
aiition. The Christian villagers are flot allawed ta,
possess a gun af any sort cxcept aid flint tecks,
which thoy quite possibly inherit from Togesrmnab, or,
more likely, Tubal-Cain. 'l is a crime aiso for themn
ta buy or sell powder. C s the whole I think this the
Most viciousty governed country on the face of the
eartb. 1 myself, during My short stay in thaï, place
(meeic and forbe..ring as missianaries aiways must be,
and 1 always try ta bc), gat inta a hand te a 'and 'fight
witb a captain and two or three saldiors, ini 'whicb
fight I used my loaded Engtish riding wbip on the
captain's hcad, and get a bandiul i my beard pulled
out. One soidier put a cartridge in bis rifle, and was
about to shoot me, but was prevented. Haw the
blond af ane wbo bas bad a taste ai hi erty bc 's in
this lait? t Were 1 a native Christian ai ibis land, 1
would certainly foiiow the example ai the outlaw
David. God bc praised for thse picture ai that noble
outlaw wbich the B3ible, most just af ail books, blesses
thle world svitb t

Tais jubitof ai Pv. M1r. Ftcmaing, ai Troon, is ta be
celebrated by a dinner in the Kang's Armshotel at Ayr,,and
the Prcsbytery have issued invitations ta naoç 1?ut.offiée.
bearets af thse Trace Churh.


