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leati ta their tter extinction, it wili, in înany instances,
force tleim ta loca:s. their institutions beyond ftic
reacit ofîntunicipal corporations îdîiclî, ta say flic leasi,
wauld entait as mauch loss an tlie corporation as ht
woultl inconvenience an thic institution.

(4.) Churchies and ilnanses. Manses ire now taxed
ta a ,ctain extent, and ntay thereforc bc dismnissed
frein furtiier cdnsideritlan. Charches neye-r liave
beau taxed. 'Flie proposai ta tax tl'ese brings upt flic
whoie question ofitlic relation of Cliarcli and Stite.

liafore going iat titis question tiltre are a few pris-
detîtial consicleratians whichi deserve thic attention ai
church nitubers.

The churclies arc not endowcdtlitd have nio revenue
athertman the contributions ai the people witli whicli
ta pay taxes. Every dollar ai tax paid by tlie Cliarcl
tae cState mnust carne out ai tlic pockets ai tiiose
who have already taxed theinives ta parcha.se flie
landi on which the buildings stand, andi have taxed
thcmseivcs ta crcct tlie buildings, ani liave stili ta fax
tbamselves ta kecp thein in rea:irand for the support
aipublic worship, sr-d wlio, slioaid the present law
ai taxation be rapealed, will have ta tax titeinselves
again ta pay the taxes on their place ai worshîp.

It mnust farthcr be borne in nîind timat tlic tax levicd
on charcli property ivill not cause a reduction an the
rate naw lcvied an prîvate praperty. TFlc very pur-
pose for whîch it is proposed ta ramove exemptions
is ta procure tlic nîcans ai increased expenditure. If
the expenditure cauld bc kept, say at its present
limit, flic placang of church property on tlie taxable
list wauld certainly reduce tlie general rate. Blut no
ana proposes ta lituit or reduce the expenditture. On
the conîriry, tht cry is for more mnny ta pay for
more impravements. Trhe nation tliat tlic tax an
church property will only ta a certain ent change
the channel through which the money flows int the
public cbest withoui increasing flie amoant drawn
fromn the iiockets ai the rate-payer is under exîsting
conditions a pure delusion.

Andi church memibers must also rainember iliat thle
incidence ai the tax on churcit property wiil be very
unevenly distributed. Thet ax ivili bear beaviest on
those wbo have hiad ta do mast in tile past, andi who
%viil have ta do înast in tinie ta comne.

It is natoriaus that giving for religiaus purposes is
not cvenly distributeti according ta an>' known ratio.
Tht giving ai sanie is out ai ail proportion greater
titan the giving ai ailiers. Andi timose îvha have bc.rne
the burden in the past, shoulti this tax bc imiposeci,
will bc tlic first ta fecli as grievousness. The only
persans who ivili profit by titis inovement wîll be tiiose
who give littie for churcb purposes or those îvbo have
neyer given anything.

Tbey will titan enjoy imiprovemients for whicli, sa
far, tbey have paiti nothing, impravernents for wicçh
thcy have votetiftic money oui ai tht pockets ai their
religiaus neigbbours.

But titis inaîter is nat ta be settled b>' nitre pruden-
tint considerations. Appeal must bu mnade ta prin-
cîpits ai perpetual obligation.

The only way ta bar the door against the racogni-
tien ai the Churcit by the State so as ta flnaily cxclude
the Church's ciaini for exemption framn taxation is ta
affirrn that tht State is a purely secular institution, and,
as such, can necitmer rcagnize nor acknowledge the
existence and authoriîy afiGod, and tlinat aIl preperty,
for whatever use helti, miust be regardeti simply as pro.
perty andi be taxeti accordingly.

It scarcely stems credible that any ont itho bas
ai .dl seriously considereti the niatter shoulti take this
position unlass preparcd ta say tîmat tht very existence

orf Goti must bu regardcd as an open question.
ýý For Christians, anti they happily canstitute tht
population of eur country by a perfectly ovcrîvbtlming
bajority, tht V'nrd ai Godi is decisive :iutitority an
ftny maîtt'r witb tht range ai its teaching. To the
,Scriptures We tharefore mahec appeal, satisfièd ta stand
or fait by whai may bc Iearned frein tbemn.
ýRaspccting tht State tht Blible teacites that it is an

prdinance ai Goti. "lFor ibare is lia power but ai
God ; tht poivars ibat be are ordaineti ai God. Whno-
Iaever titerefore resistetit the poivcr, resisteîh the
Wrinance ai God.YI "Wlerefora, ye mîust neatis be sub-
ýct flot only for wrath, but aiso for conscience sake.11

gain, in Paul's First Epistie ta Tinîotliy, ive finti a

lear implication 
ai the spiiere and duty 

ai civil pawer:

îtority ; that ive may leati a qtîiat, Pe-aceable hife in
1l godliness andi bonesîy." Tmat is ta say, we are ta

rfor those in auîhority tliat tbey niay sO zule as

ta provide for us iliose social conditions ini whicli We
tnay tendi quiet andi peaccable lives in at) gotiuinesu
anîd lio:tcsty.

To tîmis cuti tlîay bear nat tlie sword in vain. Tlîcy
are God's mnisters, te exacute wraîlî upon lii flit
doclit cvii. In su far as ruiers exarcisa autliorit>' for
tlic restrait ai cvil anti for tlic encouragemntl af
rigbteotiguess, they are îiitistarsaor Gat for gaad.

rThe State, tlien, is tlic creation ai God. It axists
b>' divine appointmient. Its duties are deincti by
divinea iisioi, andi ils autharity is supparteti by divine
sanîctian. It is, tlierciare, bath thte Statc's interest
anti the State's ciuty ta recognize tlic atity ai its
great Faunder, Hlead anti l>rtector. Sa much ai
leasi iscdear. If uawv it be ask-ed : Haw tlie State can
show uts respect for Caod ? tlic answer is <a>) by re-
fraiuing front inîpasing burciens upaît the service ai
Cati ; (61, by reîîîaîing such burdens wlien founti ta
axist, and (c) by sccuring ta avary tian ftill anti unhîin-
dered liberty- ta worsliip Cati accurding ta lus.con-
science.

Ail public works anti l national offices and duties
inisi be suoardaineci titat, except in casas ai necessity,
no man shall bc itintireti in tlie performnance ai lus
duty ta Codi.

ButI tu inmpose a tax an1 chiurcl proparty, tinat is, pro-
lterty set apatt ta, andi requireti for actuat use in pub-
lic worslîip, is ta bardait anti bintier or restrain war-
shîip and, tiierefarc, a violation oi tlic State's daty ta
Cati.

ltii vain ta sa>' fituai c scuse ai duty ta Cati is
wortit lit if sa sitiail a niatter as the imîposition af a
tax on tlie Cîturcit couiti inte-rfère uvitit it, or ta say that
it religionis connections ai thtose whlo are religiaasly

dispaseti îoulti casily lthen avcr dte dîfficulty.
WCe must take Iuman nature as ive finti it. Men are

bt tao rendy ta invent pleas in avoitiance ai duuy.
TMie tax ou cliurch property iwould inake religion nmore
expensive thian il naw is anti wot.lci tiierefore strengthan
tlic plea thlat metn cannai afforti ta bc religiaus because
ai the expense.

And furthier, granting that tlic sense ai duty ta Cati
woulti bt slrang anougu ta carry Christian people
througlî the additional seli-denial createti by tht im-
position ai a ta% on property beiti for sacrcd usas,
the tax is la burdan, is a hintirance, andti herefore a
thîing which the State lias no rigbt ta inmpose.

If any ont wishes ta knawv tht precise exteut ai tht
btîrten. bu Qau easiiy calculate iî for himnself.

The lumit ai municipal taxation is uaw twa par
cent. Titis li mit lias been reacheti in several ai aur
cities. At tItis rate, each congregation wouid hava ta
raile $20 a year on evary thousauti their cburch pro-
parîy is Wo'rth. Suci a bartien in addition ta what
îiîey naw have ta carry would sinîply squeeze a gooti
ilinny chiarchas aut ai existence.

Again, dt Citurci lias a claim in equity-for service
rentiercd-for exemption at the bauds ai tht State.

The Churcli is a spiritual bodiy createti by the cov-
enant ai grace, and exists for flht purposa ai saving
mien iroîn tlic practice anti guilt ai sir. through the
redanîption wvbiclî is in Christ Jesus aur Lard.

But ttc salvation ai Cati bas respect ta the world
iliat now isas well ais that wbich ista came. "Ye are
bouglît witlt a price ; Therefore gloriiy God ln your
body anti in your spirit, îvhicli arc God's.1

It goas wittoat prooftfliat ta fit men for heaven is
ta fit thein for earth. A good Christian is a goati
citizen. The iviser anti bolier a mnan becomes as a
Christian the better subject bu bacomes ta the State.
i lia mission ai the Charct is ta sweap the warld ai
those immoralities andt crimes tht punisbmtnt andi
repressiori of vhîich cause the grcater part ai the
State's expenditure for the administration ai justice.
The man îvbo camnes undar the renewing powver ofithe
Spirit ai Goti througb tlic knowledge ai the trutit ai
wbict tlie Church is pillar and grounti becomes a
tower ai strength ta tht State. He aecds no police ta
keep hin imn order. TMitre arc na Chîristian burgiars
Thiare arc no Chîristian nîurtiercrs. It bas long beca
the policy of the State ta encourage education for tht
sake ai the bencfit îvhich is supposeti ta accrue there-
irom ta the State. Ta timis cuti the govcrnincnt bas
fostareti public schoels ai evcry grade, anti bas en-
cour.îged tht formning ai Mecliauics' Institutes anti tht
iountiing ai Public Libraries.

But the design ai govcrnmtut is secureti anly in so
far as these agencias diffuse a wholesame nîorality.
Secular hearnmug divorceti fromn religion dors nat m.
prove public morais-doas flot increase tht seeu*nty
ai life anti praperty, dots flot guararde tht public

pence. For tîtese bencits WC Imist look nrot ta Ilere
icarning, but ta thec religion which perîncatcs tlie
lcnrning, and turns it to good tise 14- cuickening and
building.up thic moral nature. Tlîusi the Churcli docs
for dte Statc, and frc ar cost, what tlic costly systcmi
of cducation cannot do without lier beli rThe Iast
tlic State cati do is ta keel> its bands off tlic Church's
propcrty, and let bier aient. Thtis is ail WC asi. If
tlîis bc a ravaur it is elle whichi costs tlic State nothing
and for which it rcct:ivcs :n nample returui.

Whcthier, therefoxa, ve tout, ati h as a iair of
cquity as bctwecn two indepcndcnt and co.ordinatc
powcrs, or as a inattcr ai dut>. toward God an the
part oi the Statu, the sute ougbit not ta impose a tax
an tlie Clurch.

But it is allcgcd that tlic Scripturcs favoî:r tile tacing
af Churcli property. Thcrc are only two passages
whîch liavc beau ci:cd ta titis effect.

Thc first is found in tlic sceentcenth chapter afiftic
Gospla.ccarding ta Matthicw. Itis afirnad tha-t our
Lord not only paid tribute, but wrauglit a miracle in
order ta do so; tlicrcforc, as tlic servant is not above bis
Lord, thic Cburcbi oughit ta pay tribute. Thc farce af
this argument is completely nullhfiecl whien iît is sean
tliat the tax which aur Lord paîd %vas a tax for the sup-
port afiftic temple. As flic Son ai God ha claimced
exemption. But knowing that the claim %vas tiot
rccognized and lest his action sitould bc maiiundcr.
staod, and bc an occasion ai scandai ; lic paid the tax,
but paid i in such a ninner as nat ta compromise his
îoyalty. The argument %vould lioid good if he hiad
halpcd ta pay a tax lcvied upon the Temple by tle
Romans. But aur Siviaur never did anything af the
sort. The Romans net'cr taxeciftie Temple.

The other passage is thc famous saying aftour Lord
in reply ta thic Pharisees and H-crodians who sought
ta entrap him (,%atthc.. xxii. 15.22). "lRendar there-
fore unto Coesar the things wbich are C.esar's and tita
God, thcthings that are God's."

Thuse %vords simply afiir the doctrine ai mutual
independer.ce and nodn-intrusion. There is a certain
tribute dit. to each with which the otimer has no right
ta interfèe. Mle bave still ta datermine fron alter
sources what belortgs ta cachi and whcthcr there is
anything wbich cither may claitn at tht hands of the
other.

It is samectimes objected tiat the exemption af
church property is a violation of the conscience of
thora .who reject the Bible and Citristianity. I is a
suflicient reply to say that sucit people have no con-
science in the matter. Conscience implies the recog-
nition ai God, and respect for His wili. In sa far as
this is truc ai tham,they cannot object ta the Siate's
recognition of the existence and sovereignty of God.
They have shown but littie conscience in othler
respects, and it is perfectly fair ta assert that they bave
but littie in this instance.

But if it bc granted for the sake ai argument thatt
there is hetre sanie slight grievance, it must bc endurcd.
The State can flot deny God ta picase these people
any mare than it can legalise adultery ta plecse
the Mormons.

How wortbless is this claim af conscience is cleariy
seen, if we rcmcembcr flhat ail the churches have cost
this country for drainage and sidewalks is an in-
significant trille. Spread the amount over ten or
flfteen years-( thc average duration ai a plank
walk), and then appartian ta each rate-paycr bis
individual share ini proportion ta his taxable real
estate and incarne, and the amount which most ai
thc members ai the infidel class have had ta pay be-
cause ai the existence ai the Lburch is found ta bc s0
inflnitesimally small that it is dificuit ta express it in
mathemnatical ternis, and this is the extcnt ai their
grievance. There neyer bas been a case reparted
in which tIte mast blatani infidel bas ever reiused ta
defile biis conscience by the acceptance of the profits
and benefits which enure ta him, as the fruit ai the
Christian religion. A man ouglit ta bc ashamed ta
conîplain ai the minute, indirect cost and disadvantage
af it Christian religion, whenhe takes i-ithout scruple
or murn.ur thc immeasureably greit benefits which it
creates..

There is r( ason ta believe tbat the niavement for
the repeat ai the law which exempts church and
other praperties, and : sa, in wvhale or in part, the in-
cames af certain clase- es ofithe community, derives a
good measure ai strength froni the tendency shown by
ane branch ai tbc Christian Church ta accumulate:
lands, and ta hold theni for revenue, or the purpose af
speculation.


