498

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

Jury 30th, 1884,

= =
interesting discussion followed. the reading of these
papers.
ROMANISM IN CANADA.

Rev. Robert F. Burns, D.D.,in his paper on “ Rqman-
ism in Canada,” stated that the last census gives
Canzda a population of 4,324,810, of whom 1,791,982
are Roman Catholics, 1,300,000 Freach-speaking.
According to numerical strength the Churches of the
Dominionstand frst, Roman Catholic; second, Method.
ist; third, Presbyterian ; fourth, Episcopalian ; filth,
Baptist aad Congregationalsixth. In the Province of
Quebec the Romanists outnumber the Protestants six
and a halftimes. For between two and three cen-
turies the Province of Quebec wasin North, what Para.
guay was 1n South America, a favourite preserve of
Rome, Throughout extensive districts scarcely a
single Protestant can be found ; where few and far
between struggling families of Protestants are scat-
tered, the Papal authorities are ever seeking to buy
them out, that their people wmight dwell alone, They
dread what they counta contaminating contact, There
were four countics returning fourteen Protestants. In
one county, which was originally settled by Scottish
Highlanders, there are about fifteen Protestants to
18,000 Roman Catholics, many of them bearing famillar
Scottish numes and certain Scottish characteristics,
but ignorant alike of the language and faith of their
fathers. In Canada Romanism is virtually estab-
lished, through the Canadians having no established
Church. There is no spot 1n the British dominions
except Malta where the powers that by show it so
mauch deference. The tithe system 15 in force. One-
thirteenth of the prodv<t of the soil has been appro-
priated to ecclesiasticar support, Heavy additional
sates are imposed for the bulding of churches, con-
vents, and other ecclesiastical edifices. It has been
moderately estimated thac tke Church of Rome in
Canada must be in the enjoyment of what 15 equai to
the revenue desivable from 65,000,000 dollars' worth
of property. The Jesuits in 1871 obtained an act of
Incorporation which gave them the right to hold pro-
perty along with the other orders, The lottery bas
been repeatedly pressed into their service. Roman-
ism in Canada includes four archbishops, over a szore
of bishops, 1,500 priests, and a mitlton and three-quar-
ters of people. It is a solid compact body of vast re-
sources, destitute of mental cyltivation and indepen-
dence, and sold to the highest bidder in the political
shamble. Having referred to the missionary enter-
prises of other Protestant Churches i Canada to deal
with this mass of Romanism, Dr. Burps said the Pres-
byterian mission, which started some fourteen years
ago, had been very successful. There were seventy-
thme stations, with an aggregate astendance of 5 000
worshippers, supplied by thirty-one missionaries,
twelve of whem are ordained ministers. Dy, Burns
then gave interesting statistics as to Sabbath-school
and colportage work, and also as to Father Chiniquy’s
work,

SIXTH DAY.

The Rev. Professor Jean Monod, Montauban, pre.
slded at the morning mesting on the sixth cay of the
Council,

Principal MacVicar reported ths applization of the
Frez Church of Geneva, which was received into the
membership of the Alliance.

The union of cflort in the prosecution of foreign
mission work, the cldership and lay help in church
wotk, were the principal subjects considered during
the moring session.

THE ELDERSHIP,

The Report on the Eldership was presented by

Mr. James Croil, Montreal, swated the views
generally entertainred respecting the Eldzrship, its
qualifications and duties, concluding “ thzs at the first
glders were elected in nearly all the Reformed
Churches aanually, but in mest Presbyterian Churches
&t the present time the tenure of ¢ fice is ag vitam aui
culpam. It is computed that the number of elders 1n
the Presbyterian Church is not less thar v 00,
The committee believe that the time has come for
raising the eldership to a higher plane than it pow
occupies, not by flattering concessions as to their
statas, but by a suitable course of training that would

‘2ble them to fill the office more efficiently, not only
in their own congregations, but also In the capacity of
representatives, when they hive to consider the wel-
fare of the whole Church. ‘The orly practical ug-
gestior. which the ~ommtée ventare to make s that |
provision might be made by Picsby serez, muh speqial |

reference to tho instruction of she eldership, for an
occaslonal courssoflectures onthedistinctiveprinciples
of Presbyteriars, thepracticeand proccediog of ecclesl-
astical courts, and tho government and discipline of
the Church.”

Rev. J. M, Gibson read an able paper on “Lay
Help in Church Work,” including Deacon’s and
Women's Work, Home Missions, Sabbath Schools
and Temperance were discussed.

* SEVENTH DAY,

Tho moderator of the Irish Presbyterian General
Assembly, tho Rev. I. Maxwell Rogers, Derry, pre.
tided at the mornin, neeting. After routine, and a
discussion on some of the papers read, President
McCosh, of Princeton, read a valuable pageron “ The
Place of Religion 1o Collegss,” In concluding his
paper Dr. McCosh took affectionate farewell of the
Council, Ho was, he said, so advanced in life that it
would be preposterous to expect he should continue
to attend future meetings, but he trusted the Alllancs
would go on as it had begun. He hoped they
would go on as they were doing, not only for
years but for ages, for if the Presbyterian Churches
did not combine they would be surpassed and out-
rivalled by the Episcopal denominations. There was
nothing for him now to do but to wind up his work
and bid farewell, espacially to the young men who in
former years were students of his. He would not for
a long time have such s, feeling of intensity as that
which he experienced in shaking the hands of those
young men. When some of them came forward he
had difficulty in recognizing them, but when they
began to speak, and told their names, he had never
felt su-h pleasure. He was going to Scotland in a
few days to take farewell of his friends in a place
whese be had the privilege for sixteen years of preach.
ing the Gospel, and thea return to his adopted home,
where he had to discharge thres works bearing on
philosophy, to which he had devoted his life, and it
was his hope to lie beside the great Edwards—the
greatest intellect Awmerica had produced—to s'eep
with him in the same graveyard, and rise together on
the resurrection morning,

Paperson the “ American Colleges? by Dr. Roberts,
New York, and the “ Popular Press,” by Dr, John.
stone, Washington, Pa., who In a well timed and
sensible manner spoke of the Importance and respon-
sibilities of the press, concluding with a remark that
few connected with journalism will gainsay, Ia the
Church, Conference, prayer meeting, and family there
is.a constant remembrance of friends and agencles
that are charged with great responsibilities and exest-
ing an important influence, But it is seldom that a
prayer is offered for an editor. A teacher of teachers,
he is shut off from the sympathy that is given to so
many others. Christians should be thoughtinl for
the popular Press,and labour and pray that it may be
the ally of the Church, the friend of Jesus, and the
advocate of humanity.

Rev. Dr. Waters, Newark, N. J., read a paper on
‘ Large Cities.” He stated that in the large citie s of
America they had three methods of dealing with t/ ese
classes—charitable, reformatory, and evangel'stie,”
He gave interesting details and statistics re- gecting
all these divislons, This work was the special care
of the churches, and it was their duty to enter upon it
more zealously and earnestly than they had ever done
in the past, so that the great cities may yet be all won
for the Master,

Rev. Wm. Johastone, D.D., of Belfast, then read 3
paper on “The Duty of the Church Toward her
Orphans.”

A paper on “ Congregational Life and Work ” was
read by Rev. J. Howard Nixon, Wilmir gton, Delaware,
which was followed by an address ca tha same sabject
by Dr John Hall, New York,

RIGHTI: DAY,

The morning meeting of the Alliance was presided
over by the Rev. John MacMillan, Hamilton, Victoria,

who delivered a lengthy address on “ The Australian
Church.”

Rev. Leon Cachet, Rotterdam, gave an interesting
address in refereace to the position of the Churches
in Hollaad, where he said there wers 1,600 or 1,700
congregations, the ruling of which was'in the handgof
ninsteen men, only two of whom adhered to the Con-
{essions of the Reformegd. Churches. They were
engaged in a mmost impostant struggle for the truth,
Ibree hundred of their congregations wers Qnoecy.
pied, and although there are some ministers to be

had, the congregations preferred walting before they
gave a call to a man who did not stand by the etan-
dards of tho church. They wera engaged in a great
contezt, but he trusted the Lord would give them the
victory, though it was possible they would bs thrust
out. There was a great possibility that in a few
years, and before the mestiog of another Councll,
they would be thrust out, but they were not afiald
and *uld conitinue to adhere to the old standards.
If thrown out they belleved that the Lord would pro.
vide.

Dr. Blalkio submitted a report a the better organi.
zation of the Alliance, which led to lengthened dis
cussion, when the report, with modifications, was
adopted.

The closiog meeting of the Alllance took plare in
the evening, Dr. John Hall occupying the chalr. Rev.
Principal Brown delivered a stirring  address on
“ Personal Consecration.” A number . .f happy speeches
wese delivered in moving and respaading to the votes
of thanks with which the proceedings ended. T.e
closing address was delivered by

Principal Cairns, who with characteristic cloquence
and fervour touched oa the principal incidents and
work of the Councll, concluging with these words .
“We have enjoyed visions—not uareal- -of brighter
days for Ireland and for the world. More than a
quarter of a century ago T stood on the tnp of Man-
gerton, above the Lakes of Killarney, to caich the
prospect at sunrise.  The mist was obstinate, and
after waiting weary hours T was about to descend in
despair. Suddenly the mis* opened, and rolling up
like a curtain, left that glorious sea and mountain-
girded expanse from Kenmare River to Dingle Bay,
with the bright lakes in the centre, at my feet, Thus
wo have seemed to catch a glimpse—God grant it
may be an abiding one—of a brighter, happier, purer
Ireland, with the living waters in thecentre. Froma
mountaid like this we must now descend and 5. our
separate ways, striving by faith and prayer to realize
our several vislons, till the call reach us through graze
as it has come to others—a Duff, an Adams, 2 Koox,
a Baird, who longed to see successive meeting3of this
Alliance, and who bave not seen them - come up
hither I’ We are all unworthy of that higher fellow-
ship ; but the blood that redeems us, and the grace
that calls us, can make us meet for that great inheri-
tance. The feet of our great High Priest have
toucied the waters. The ark of the Covenant is in
the midst of the Jordan, and it will not come up till
the v 20le host of the ransomed——and O, that we may
all be among them—not only the Calebs and the
Joskuac, but the Feebleminds, the Ready-to-Halts,
and the Much-Afraids have passed over and entered
into the promised. ....

The benediction was then pronounced, and the
Belfast meeting of the Pan.Presbyterian Counclil
terminated.

THE exemption of church property from taxtion is
by many people considered-to be unjust. The oplnion
is growing everywhere that all sach property should
bear its fair share of the public burdens. Eveninthe
city of Quebec, where it is generally believed that
ecclesiastical influence s predominant, the proposal
has been made in the city council that a special water
rate should be levied in future of 5 cents in the dollar
on all religious and charitable institutions occupied as
residence, of 3 cents on the churches, of 1334 cents
on all Dominion Government property, except the
Citadel and Esplanade, and of $4.000 on the Local
Government for the departmental and new Parliaraent
buildings.

THE Jntersor says that the Mormon delusion con-
tinues to scduce its innocent and wretched victims to
our country. The steamship A7:201a, which recently
arrived at New York from Liverpool, brought over
531 of these deluded persons, Northern Europe con-
tnucs to feed the insatiable maw of this surprising
superstition.  Of this number more than 400 are sald
to have beea Scandinavians, while anly 100 wers
Eoglish. It is complimentary to the intelligence of
the land of Knox that it contributed ooly six to this
large number of victims to a delusion whose hierarchy
continues to openly defy the laws of the United States,
and whose accessions and strengih 2te drawn almoat
entirely from the monarchical countries of Europe, It
18 2 bumiliating fact that politicat comphications and
interests scem to reader snefleciual all measures ad-
opted to s.ay this influx of parsons, @who, like those of
this last arrival, come lagely @om the most igoorant
and degraded classes of Sweden and Norway.




