LETTERS FROM THE FLEET.

Tortes oF THE Tropeies,

Our cruise in the West Indies was not a very enjoyable one,
The tirst Island we touched at was Dominiea, by far the Toveliest
of the group.  We only spent one day here, but all swere delighted
with the seenery, the climate and the froit. Fhe Inter was most
useions and  plentiful, and even a midshipmaa’s pockets held
cnough coin to purchase suflicient to satisfy s appetite.  The
natives nearly all talk EFrench, or rather a® pateis™ of that lan-
cuage : the island has much fallen from its high estate in the days
of slavery ; its planters have gone, their horses and Jands are des.
olate, but few vessels ever call there, nov is there any trade to
speak of. It only requires a little energy and capital however, to
make this island one of the most productive, as it i~ the wost
beautiful in the West Indies.  Our next harbour was St Lucia,
where we took in coal, which was put un board at a rapid rate by
black women.  These puor ereatures addressed a petition to Prince
George, that he would ask the Queen to pay them hetter, the
superseription on the letter being “ To Captain Siv Prince George
of Wales.”  They receive abwut 10d. o day fin their labour, The
whitc inbabitants of St. Lucia gave us a Lall which went off very
suceessfully, the josial junior Surgeon of the flagship contribnting
wueh to the hilarity of the evening. Dancing was hept up with
unflagging spirit to quite a late bour. Next morning we left for
Jamaica, and aziived there after a week's cruise, duting which we
rolled and tossed heavily, moaned at the heat, as all posts amd
senttles had to be closed, and curtsal om fate generally, ¢ pecially
when the ice and fresh foud 1an vut. At Jamaiea, we assisted to
open the Exhibition. Prince George landed in state  looking
uncomnonly well in his uniforu and Garter ribbon,  under the
salutes of all the men of wan in hanbou, He pulled in an eight-
oared galley through a double vow of Feats, whose oar blades
flashed in the ~unlight as they tossed thom in honour of His
Royal Highness.  On shore he was received by a guard, trinmphal
archies had been erected in his honour, and the streets were gaily
decorated.  One inscription put forth that the shalde of Rodney
was there to weleome him, but as the = d” was rather badly formed
a wag immediately read it out as * Shade of Rooney.” and then
asked for Annic. 1 necd not give any deseription of the exhi-
bition, which was much the same as any other.  The most disap-
pointing thing about it was that there was »o little that was West
Indian init. The night of the opening was vendered beautiful by
fire works and illuminations.  The Russian war-ship ¢ Minein’ was
the most admired of all the men-of-war in port: her masts and
vards were all picked vut with small lanterns, so that the tracery
of all her spars could be distinctly seen.

While we were at Jamaica there were several danees given,
all of which were much enjuyed, notwithstanding that dancing in
this climate is rather warm work. The Governer, Sir Wu. Blake,
vave a fancy dress tall at ahich be and Lady Blake appeaved a-
Columbus and Queen Isabella of Spain respectively, their stately
fizures suiting well the handsome dress of that period.  The naval
ofticers attended in uniform, as a sea kit rarely includes fancy
dress. One of the best disguises was that of a postman, who
went about the room delivering letters to all the guests.  This
dress was worn by a well known Canadian official.  On bhoard the
ships the only entertaimment given was a lunch to the Governor.
There was so much work to do and so much going on on shore,
that it was found impossible to fit in a day for an afternoon dance.

\We left Jamaica on the 7th February, none of us being sorry
to say good bye to Port Royal, of all places the most wretched,
and after a long and harassing cruise we arrived at Trinidad.
Here we were quite unexpected, as our programme had led them
to look for s some days later. Owing to sickness at Havanna,
however, we had not visited that port and so we were in advance
of our date. This was a great disappointment to the Trinidians.
who had organized no less than three committees of welcome,—

~OUR SOCIETY

[
which were now dissolved, their oecupution havinge gone,  Not.
withstamling this, and the great distancee we lay from the shore,
the Heet enjoyed themselves very wuch, The island is o snug,
pleasant one, and heing more opened up than most. West Indian
ones, excursions to vavious parts of it were made,  Wherever we
went we were heartily weleome, and no pains were spared to
mahe us happy.  The Governor gave a ball which one ollicer
foand fault with bLecanse he conbd findl no cigarettes; the
Colonial Seerstary gave another which was the seene of a very
amatory Jdisplay between a yonuug oflicer of the tlagship and «
young lady of Prinidad, and at which another officer expressed
himself loudly about some turkey and ham, to the Laghter of the
bystauders | the riflemen of Trinidad shot 2 mateh against those of
the fleet and entertained them at a capital lunch, the ericketers
followineg suit, -in fact the days of onr stay wers <o elosely filli]
up that even the mast pleasure loving was foreed to ery “ Hold,
cnough ™

We left Trinidad with many vegrets amd arvived at Barbadoes in
a day or two, afteroar firse pleasant sea trip. - Heve Prinee George
presented the York and Laneaster with new colours, in honour of
which event the ofticers of the vesiment wave a grand ball, and
athletic sports were held, Prines George's speech on this vecasion
was suitable and neat, but the gallant colonel's reply was lost,
for his nervousness was so great that thoagh his lips movel, no
sound cae forth,  The hall would have been better il there
been mote men, & want owing toonly o fes from cach ship having
been asked.  ‘There was an afternoon danee on board the Hagship
which was vell attendal. Batbadoes is beeowing quite a fashion-
al'lc }ll'ultll resort, :lln' W ull:c] suon be fill' more su If tllut’l: WAas i
decent hiotel. There were several visitors Who had come out from
Eugland to eseape the winter, among than Miso Atkinson, who
came tu joimn her husband Capte Mhinson of the Comas, and who
looked all the better for her stay at home,

A pulo matdh was played between the gutison and the o,
the latter team being made up by Prince George, Licuts, Trow-
bridge and Faussett, and one of the garvison.  Piinee George
played very well and was muel applaaded. It was very amus-
ing to hear the comments of the eoloured spectators when he got
away with the ball, the hush of expeetaney each time that he was
about to strike, and the sympathetic groan of disappointinent that
burst forth if he missed 1t The navy was beaten, as might have
Leen predicted, but by very little. '

While at Bavbadoes we had our sailing regatta— the pulling
part of it having been held at Port Royal. The Comus was
the most successful ship, Lieut Burney in his eutter winning the
blue ribbon of the day, the Admiral’s cup, Licut. Meade running
him a close second in the Comus’ other entter.  Licat. Bridson in
the tlagship’s cutter was one of the favourites, and very nearly
won, but, just at the last the wind, which was shafty, latlled him
and threw him out.  Aftera stay of about ten days we left Bar-
bados, bidding adieu to its waving palns and white becches in
the hope that we shall not see them again for a long tiome, and
depaited on our way to Halifax, via Bermuda, It is supposed
that we shall stay sowe time at the latter place, a stay which will
probably prove very irksome to some of our young sparks.
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