
TAE ONTAR~IO FXRMER. [Juiy.

nest oit he Rose-breatted Grosbeakc, but it in Its niote in, generallyJhoga for the firat turne on
said to be built generally ini tîhe thick ivoods, nome wanm evening, in Jhne ; is contiuued
and the nest to be composed of dried twigs through July, after khich it is seldom lltterea,
]ined -nith grass. The plumage of this bird in and towards the end- of August, they lbave usi
very handsome. The head, tqpper part of the fora more genial dlimate. Duringthu day. this
neck, back, -%vings, and tail, glôýsy blauk. The bird sl.eeps on the ground or on the fallen truanks
first roiw of wing coverts, the tips of the ibecond- of trees in the forent, ani -in such situations, it
axy coverts, and the enid8 of the three lateral nmay sometimes be approached -within a feiw feet
tail feathers, white. Lowoer part of the breast, without alarxning it, but ini rainy or very cloudy!
middle of the belly, and 14ni ng of the winga, weather, it îa much more çn the alert, and fliesi
bright cairmine, off as soon as it discovers Ûny one appr-oachig'lAnother coy beeuty irhich nîay occasionally within twenty or thirty -yards of it. It lias a
be seen in the Bhadiest part of the garden or sirigular habit of aiwayrs sitting with its body
orchard on its first arrivai, is the Aniierican Red- parallel to the direction of the trunk or branchi
Btart. (>Setoph'aga .Ritticilla). It reaches Canada of the tree on -wbich it is seated--ne-ver aerOss.î
early in Jiine, and 19 Baid to push its wiay as fur 'nhe food of the Whip-poor-will consiste princi.
north sometime3 as the Red R~iver, and even the pally of large inothB, beeties, and other inEeots
valley of the Saskatchewan. On its firat arrivai which are generally abroad about the dusk o
it may sometirnes be seen ab'out our gardens, the evening, when the bird may be seen pursu-
huuting along the mossy brandi of some old ing its prey, passing lowv over the. ground. or?
apple tree in pursuit of inseots, jumping rapidly skimmlng rapidly along the skirts of the wnod,1
frein side to, Bide, opening and closiug its beauti- snd not unfrequently, like the Night Ma-wks j
fui kail with every movement whlch, it niakes, fluttering round' the cattie in the îeld, ard:
then suddenly descending zig-za"g fashioii along snappmng up 8fly insects which, may approach te
the trunk towardi' the ground, flirting its ex- rest upon thein.
panded tail lie a fan froin side te side, just It deposits its eggs on the bare groun.d, or on
allo-%ing the brilliant orangaý of the lateral dry leaves in nome unfrequented part of thej
feathers to be seen for a moment- The neXt in- forest. The eggs are always t*vo in number, oft
istant it is off like an arrow after nome fresh a greenish -white, spottedi and blotched withi
inseot it hias caught sight of inýthe distance, and bluish grey and ligiht brown. The young, Elke
the quick snappiixg of its bil tells the fate of its partridges, are soon able to run after the mothier,prey. When the period of incubation arrives, anad until they eau fiy, seem sixch shapeless .
the Redstart betakes itself te the thickest woode, lumps of clay-coloured do'wn, that it is alraost;
and it is there also, that ive must look for it impossible te distinguiàh them. from the dried
duriug this niouth, and-for the remainder of its lea'ves or the ground on ivhich they repose. BI:
stay with us. Its nest is generally built near the- time they are able te fly, they are of a brown
tne sionder foris of a young hickory or beech colour, very beautifully uiarked -xith darker~
sapliug. The external materais are strips of zig-zag limes and dots, interspersed with patches
hemlock flr, or paper-birci bark, sud dried tough iof buif. The plumage of the old birds is very1grass or lichens, agglutiuated together by saliva, handsome. The upper parts generally a mix-fand lined -witlî thc £nest fibres of the -wild grape turc of dark -bro,%vu sud grey, strealced ana ~
vine. The cggs, thrc e or four in number, are variegated with -wa-vy minute lines of 'black,
white, spninkled wvith yellowish browur dots. brown, and rust colour. The quills asud vq a]
The coilour of the plumage of tic 1Redstart is coverts are dank brou. spotted lu 'bars Mith A
black, glossed in places with steel bluo over tie light bonthtieothfrmrotIdu tu
]îead, ineck, forepart of the breast and~ back. i Jja1 and dark browrn. The four mniddle tsi
Sides of the breast and under wiing coverts and fethers are like -tic back, dar]c browu, marlul hupDer haif of the primaries a fine reddishi orange. with limes of blaA, sud a pale ochre or m4s
The tivo middle tail feathers blaci the re9t colour. The tiree router feathers dark brous
orange on the iupper liaif, the terminal haif also, for the lower hiaif of their length, the uppez' hblack. haif white ; cheeks and. sides of the head TIn the sti]iuess of the summer e'veîiings, when browuisb. red; a narrow semicircle of white bitie suni lias sunk to rest, -and the brief twilight passes across the tiroat, tie breast and'belly
begun, tic dwellers lu the country, as they sit irregu]ar]y mottled- and streaked with black- sud "
by their doors enjoying the cool balmy air, mayV yellow ochre. Unlike the Whip-poor-Wil, the qui

hea feintu ego of the ncarest wood tie Niglîrlt Raik Codc rpcetiw), uotmth- WesiLnguL-ir but melanchoiy note of the Whip-poor- standing th1e nocturnal: prefix ta its naie, mai
will.(Anitrostomie~ 'Vocifcris>. Itssad and CLQft frequently be seen on the wlingr duninz the furepeated tale-," prolonged fan into the night, greater part of the day, wheu the- wea-ther is.d'unl î
sonîctimes meetis the car froni tic adjoining sud cboudy, suda even at times 'when thc atnioi
field or garden, but in general the bird Prefers phere is deèan and 'the suni shlufig lu ail liii b
te lzeep near thc wood te :Nyhich lu ticdyh .u r.Wie sta inu the country, br thit. resorts, or -Wlîere tho female ina built hier ueighbourhood of Lah-e Smmcoe last summer, ÜD Mrneat, and la rcariug lier young. retuinlng frein rhurch one 'biht Sunday nio.M av

Thc WVhip-ponr-wl as well w, its congemer ing, 1 came ùpon Èome hundtéds of ï"se biiJ The.
tie Nigit Hawk, cornes te us carlylin June,su,,dý at a. spot just -where ýtho. roadway was =Wri~
in favouraýble semsons sonietues even earliera, over tic lino. of the Northern Ra1lWaybýy Ai


