THx¥ OANADIAN. 8

best and most reliable association for

our Catholic men to joln. The very

fact of it being Cathollo, approved by

our Arvchbishops and Bishops, aud

ssuctioned and blessed by His Holiness

the Pope, should be sufli:zient for our i
Catholfc husbands, fathers, sous and
brothers to decide which assoclation
they should glve the preferencs to.

Beport of Committee re Late Brother
Halpin and late Rev. Father
Carrier.

Tho Committes sppointed by the
Gtand Board ot Trusteus at their meet-
ing in Torounto, to enquire into the
deaths of Rev. Bro. Carrier and Bro.
Halpin, beg to pregent their report.

Rev. Bro Carrior was adwmitted on
Nov. 8, 1896 DRe was examined by
Dr. Ladrlere, a chartered member of
Branch 96, and a careful apd palins
taking oxaminer. The certificate was
first class ln every respect aud ouc that
would be accepted without any hesita-
tion by any insurance association in
the country. Oa Jan. 29, 1897, de.
coased was taken with a severe attack
ofla grippe. He resumed hiswork too
early and phthisis developed, which
caused his death on July 19, 1897.
Dr. Ladriere declare she made acareful
examination and that the applicant
was In excellent physical condition at
tho time of his admission. Graud Pres-
ident Hackett made a carefal parsonal
examination of all the circumstances
in conpection with the case, and he
declares the claim to be a per-
factly legitimate one. There ig
no doubt that deceased bastened his
death by continuing work long after
he should have been in bed. The
strictost investigation was made into
every point bearing upon the cass,
and yet nothing could bs discovered
other than what was just, right 2nd
honest in every way.

An iavostigation was also made
with regard to claim of our late)
brother, M J. Haplin, of Brockville. |
He was admitted July 7, 1896. Oa
February 21, 1897, he was soized
with an attack of pleurisy ; then
phthisis followed, and he died
Aug. 1, 1897. He was ex-
amiped and recommended by Dr. Me-
Auley, a member of Branch 48, of
Brockville. Thno certificate was per-
factly acceptable in every way. The
deceased was in excellent health until
he was seized with pleurisy.

M. F. Hackerr, Grand President.
F. R. L'arcurorp, Solicitor.
Epwarp Ryax, Sup. Med. Exam.

OUR MEDICAL EXAMINERS. !

Watorloo, Que., Nov. 26, 1597,
To tho Editor of THE CANADIAX :

Dear Sir and Brother : It pliased
me much to notice in the last issus of
Tne CANADIAN the very timely lotter of
Dr. Marphy, of P. E. ., on the high
doath-rate from comsumption amoug
the mombors of the C. M. B. A,, and
his rathor just criticism of the Medical
Eraminers.

The question concorns 50 intimetoly
the prosperity and the stability of car
Assoclation I hasten to glve the snp-
port of my approval to the doctor's
statements, being fully convinced of
thelr corroctnoss and important bear
ing. Ican all tho more boidly give
xy obdorsemont since Branch 118,
to which I belong, has noconsumptives
on its roll, and, what 18 moro, has not
bad, ont of & membership of 75, one

single desth from any causo alncoits!acteraaphyslclm. Qa the otber hand, !tho situation and make tho bost
organization fn 1889, . none of us can withhold our admlu-‘of fs. The C. M. B. A {a no

Our frequont extra A3seasmuents are  tion of tho man who, secking justice exception to the rule. Hevco tho
due to mapy causes with which the along, states the whole truth no matter . gopsclentious membor,in caso of defeat,
modical profession has pnthing to do : what the consequonces may boto priest ' will bo all the nioro arstduous in ate
but Dr. Murphy has signalized ova | or layman. tending meetings and dotug ail tn his
cause which coucerns the professton  Before closing, I must, for the sake power to briug about & vomedy. This
very particularly, and one which, I]o( Jastice, remark thattha C M B {s tbe only reasonablo and rational
am happy to say, can very easily bo 18 not the only society that hasto com- | course to pursuo Besides this, duo
removed if our Medical Examiners will ' plain of direlection on the parc of ox . zilowanca must be made for langusge
only ba & littls more unceremonlously | amivers, nor is it tbe only associatlon ' yged {n the heat of dobates. Few of us
searching in their examinations and)that hasto regret a beavy death rats ° pyp have rogretiod words spoken under

loss easy in recommending applicsnts.
Bsfore golpg any further let me
hurry to state trat 1 Go not accuss our

from phtbisis—1n fact all the M. B S | gych circuwmstances, and a little reason-

have the samo sad experienca. Bat, ! ing all ronod will do much to restore
Mr. Editor, since tbe C. M. B A. bas | puace, harmony and good will.

examiners of ignorauce, or ot lack of | given the vxample of wlsdom aud of a .
proper medlcalgtralulng' in insurance | progreesivo spirtt in other lmportapt | _Lome, theu, 1“‘1"0“"“}"- .Ind at the }’0'
work, or of wilful dishonesty : no, | atters, why should it not take the fo- 8'“““"2 of the Naw Year lot “oti“:“ l‘{"
most emphatically no, but what I may, , itiative in this vital matter and bring ‘[“‘ act b“ ““““‘“h'o" ‘3“' ﬁ"d o l‘ .
1think, with Dr Murphy, safely blame | about a bealthy reform. — Porbaps w1 emember that a housedivide “f“’ bst
them for is sympathy unlimited, too | circular, terse, forcibie aud to the poin, | it8elf cannot stavd, aod that i ato

| much kindheartedness and negligence | form our worthy and painstaking Meq ; 00 iDtorest, to tho lot rest of our fam.

{ntheapplication of business principles. | fcal Suparvisor, threatening cancella- | }es, and to ono another, to do &l we
Too mal::py. I fear, forget tbaft our !s)ocl !t(on of appoiutments In certain cases, | €40 t0 pre “‘!‘“g 'R“ "‘;"';“" Jotorcet
ety 18 a real insurance company as would help a good deal in thedirectton | and * good of the Association.

well ag a fratorns! organizsation ; and, | desired. I bavesaid nbove that these ' pout-
to my mind, this is to a groat extent | Howaver, I have confidenca enough * ers * are responsiblo to some extent for
the cause of so much laxity and par~ | in our Medical Examiners to firmly be- . the slim attendanceat branchmestings,
tiality on the part of examiners. Per | lieve that to bring this matter serious . but there aro other causes that lead to
hapsthobasis and fratornalspiritofour | ly home to them is to remedy the ovil. . {t, There are, ifor instance, wmeuy
soclety favors somewhat this rather , Now, confrires, let usail doourduty ! very careless members who feel that
damaging tendency; and I think it zealously and prove to the world by ' they are dolng their duty when they
does, for it i tobe noted unfortunately ! our statistics that there i8 at least one - pay thelr dues and assessments ; theso
that the great humane Idea which | friendly society, the C. M. B A., rarely attend branch meotings.

bas given birth to mutual bene-, which can boast of as low a death rate
fit socleties is carried too far—notalone | {rom consumption as any standard life
by medical men, ont by most of the; insurance compauny.

Such conduct is most reprehensible
. apd sbould not de encouraged. We

| ghould teel that he i uot dealing with

| that our examinex

members in the ordinary workings of |
those friendly socintles, and in couse- |
quence it too often bappens that char- '
Ity is practiced where only sound busi-
ness principles shonld prevail. The
soirit, mind you, s quite right, but its |
spplication is too often faulty.,

in palliation of this little human
weakness it may oceur to some that the
11edical man, who is so accustomed in
the -rdinary practice of bis noble pro- |
fegsion to exercise benevolence, 1s lesa
guilty than other members when he
orra on the side of charity through
kindness or babit, as it were,

But, sir, I cannst exonerate or even
excuso him on such & supposition be- |
cause I hold that a doctor, when acting |
as oxamtner for a company or soclety,

private or personal property, but is, on
the contrary, bound jo conscience to
safe-guard the general interests of the |
company or assoclation in whose serv-
ices ho is engaged, and Is, therefore,
not free to exercise tho charity which
bis nature and profession prompt him
to.

The heavy death rate complained of
and tho share medical examipers are
mado to bear thercln havo been repeat
edly discussed at conventions, when |
many have attempted to explain this
ono and excuss the othors ou the plea
wore not suici
ently romunerated for thelr sarvices.
1 freely admit they are not properly j
corapensated ; but on the other hand X |
say, and I think my coufrires will,
agree with me, that so long as the
ostablished foes are sccopted, the ques
tion of remuneration should have
notbing to do with the faithfalonces and
completeness of the oxaminations, be-
causs I maintain that once a medical
man accepis the responsible position of
examiner for & stipulated feo, he is in
honor and conscience bound to falfil
hig duties 28 scrupuloustly and as con-
scientionsly 23 if ho ware to receive
four or fivo times tho amount for his
sorvices, In & word, If a medical ox-
awiner, for any reagop whatever,
shirks his responsibilities or gives his
opinion with & montal rescrvation,
ho nelther justly earns the monoy paid
bim or establishos an honorable char-

Sincerely and fraternauy vours, ?
Dr. F. I, C. PurrLax, |

THE POUTER.

Edltor of Tur CANADIAN, '
Dear Sir and Brother—The artitle
in the December pumber on the:
“Grumbler® 18 timely and to the|
point, There i8 another classof mem |
versinonr Asgociation to which 1beg

| to call your attention, namely, the

‘* Pouterg.” It may beem gtrange to
some that men and members in such &
grand society as the C. J. B, A
should act after the manner of children,
but [think your readers will 8dmit that
there are wmany such: very few'
branches bui bave moraor less mem i
bers of the pouting class. To them tia!
due to a graater or loss oxtent $ha sllm
attendance at many branch meetings ; '
and why? Thoss members have a!

should be present at ag many mwoetings
as possible, and take part in the dae-
liberations The Interest of the branch
isours. e should not stay away and
then say the branch {s *‘ golng to the
the dogs,” but should attend our-
gelves apd do our part in
keeping otbers from staying away.
Bosides, as you eaid in tho article
abovo alluded to, thore 18 always somo
importaut business to be transactod,
and even if thers {8 & quorum, those
present don‘t liko to assume too much
responslbllity tn acting. It {8 also
very discoursging to tho oflicors and

! the few good old stand bys who attend

regularly to recleve no encouragoment
jn their work. The time may come
when ttey too will bo disgusted and
becomo careless—~avpd what then? On
this matter I might say that as Igo
through the country I mest with many
deplorable instapcos of what may he
called criminal carelessnocs i this re-

grievance—an imaginary ous, Very | gpect, I attonded branch meetings
likely—and becauss the wajority 10} for  nomipations apd  olections
the branch disagrees with them thoy | Jagt fall where only about one in nine
abset;t thgmselv%s :;om m;eﬂngs, ! members wera present, and that after
ourshestny b Smandaet | Tl s ol et 01
. 2. papers. ew weeks ago I atton
scientious members; or perhaps’ tu P E,,nch meeting whoro only seven
hand it into the too-obliging financial members wers presont—about one in
soecrotary at his residence or place of . aleven— just enough for a« torum, and
business ; or probably thoy meet bim ' [1ake credit for bringlog the extra

; on the street, avd give him the monoy, { membor to the westing, as ho had not

forgetting that tho said secrctary 18, been thore for nine months, and wonld
only human, apd may not havea Very: pot have boen thero on thet occasion
retentive memory. Such irregular ' gerg ft not for a little pressuro on my
modes of payment s apt to load to ' part  Ifmembers attended regularly
orrors or at all events to doudls, ‘ gpq paid their ducs and asscsments at
doubts lead to dissatisfaction, dissatls-: magtingstherc would not be so much
faction leads to trouble, the end Of!| gopbtlng as to payments. I tave
which no msn knoweth. Thberc are,' peen asked if thero is any remedy to
of courso, msuy reasons, or I shotld ' cyre this indifforence of members in
say, causcs, that lead 10 ** pouting "= ' thig respect, I eay there 1s. The meat-
some fancied slight, the (socalled)' jngsghould be made as intereming as
arbltrary conduct of tho chair,etc., otc. . possible; and the fact that tho fifteenth
No denbt all pouters are quito satistied | grder of business hzs beon put in the
that their grisveances aro real, but riipg) §s evidence that the foundorsin-
even 80, are thoy justificd in acting &8 ¢anded our Association should be delib-

above described? No good cad cOMO | gratiye and progressive, and glve

from it. Takiog it for granted that |
thoy areright, whatis tho bost courso .
to pursno under the circumstancos? |
In all deliborative bodies, from the|
township school board to the Dominion
Parlismont, tho majority rules,
accept

and the minority bas to

mombors & chancs from timo to time to
suggest something that would have 2
tondency to bring about what should
be the doalre of all members, * The
good of tha Asacciation.”

Jau. 8, 1898. L. Kxo,
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