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be the rulle, twvo tluings liave to be borne in mmiid. Ili tlis case
the degeneracy is largely a wviIful one, due to the prevalcuce of
sin. Because of sin men did tiot care to retain the truc God

ini tlieir knowledgc , but inade gods for theniselves, more to

thieir own mmiid. And man's religious bistory is yet incomplete.
Ili the past, dcgeneracy lias been the more h)roiilieIit factor.

B3ut wc are iiot witbout good grounids for hiopingr thiat the ti(le

lias inow turnced, and thiat lienceforth the upw~ardl novenient
w~ill be more marked thirough the energetie prosecution of mis-

sionarv entcrl)rise. MTen the record is finislhed it wvill l)e clear

tliat on the whole the progress lias been <Iecided enoughi.

Our conclusion as to mianes religious startingc-poinit sems

to require an explanation of liow lie attaincd blis lprimfitive reli-

gions conceptions, and( there lias beexi no littie discussion of the

subject. A word or two on that point nias'. thierefore, be

offered iii conclusion. It niust be borne iniii mmd, hiowever,

tbiat a fact' is one thing, the explanation of a fact anotlier, and

(juite different thing. Our statenient as to, the fact niay be

perfectly truc, while our explaxiation inay' be erroneous or de-
fective.' We accept niany things as facts which we cannot as

y'et exl)lain. Thie appearance of every new type is so far an

iinsolve(l problein even to the thioroughîgyoing« evolutionist.

Tlie short ani easy%. answver witli nianv theologians lias, of

course, beexi that mian obtained lus first knowledge of God by'

a primitive revelation fromi heaven. Ini soine sense thiat mlust

l)e truc, God neyer could biave been known by mani tlien 0?~

now unless in soiie -way He hiad revealed I-is presence and

His character. But as an explanation, of the fact, thiat state--

muent neyer satisfies the scientific: mmiid, because it does not go,

far enoughi. Wq, want to know liow God inanifested Hinuiscif

to mani so thiat lie becamne aware of lis existence. We miav

attenilt to block furthier inquiry by sayingc thiat it w~as thiroughi

sonie supernatural niietbiod wliich we cannot understand at ail.

But the Bible neyer semis to take quite that -round. Ini tbe

inctecnth 'Psaliii, at any rate, and ini the first cliapter of

Romans, as well as in Paul's adciress at Lystra, attention is


