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babiy, there neyer wvas inuch enthusiasin anîong the niasses,

in any case. The suddenness -was not in the production of
the various languages, but in theý uniexpected discovery of thecir
differences whien the wvorkmen began to be drawn frorn popu-
lations that liad long been remote fromn each other.

If iîot sudden, neithier is there any reason to suppose that
the confusion of tongues was hniracfflous, in the popular ser.se
of tlâat terni. It is truc that God is represented as doing it.

But thien the natural is God's doing, as wvell as the supernatural.
And the statemient here inade, would be perfectly truc even if

we suppose that the diversity of tongues at B3abel was brought

about in entire accordance with the laivs that philological,
science bas found te, govern the deelopnienit of Iaîîguages

evervwhvlere else.

Shiould it stili seem strange te any that, if this be so, no
indication of it should appear ini the story as told in Genesis,
then let it be borne in nîind tlîat the Oriental mode of thought
took littie acceuint of secondary causes. The Semiitic niind is

neyer scientific, but it is alivays ardently religieus, and lias no
difficulty lu seeingz God's hand in evexy incident that 1iappeîîs,
hlowcvcr connon-Place or trivial it inay be in itself. Least of

ai does it hiesitate te. trace the hand of God iii the trag<,ic cala-
inities tiiat se frequent1y follow hunian crime or iii the humiliat-
ing disappointuiients that attend on hunian folly. WC~ are apt
te pride ourselves, perhaps unduly, on our iiore7 scientific
attitude of niiind. he -Orientais liad at least somne compensa-
tion for the wvaat of it.

Aiiuther thing, tee, lias te, be borne in inind, as NVe read ihis
and simular passages in the Old Testament, arising fronm the

sanie zeadiness te disceru God evcrywhere, and that is, the
petic touch w~hiclx it necessariiy gives to ail history, liowever

prosale this iay seei te bc in other respects. 0f course,
in the ordinary, sense, this passsage is net poctry. It ]acks

mhlily the poetic forim. And yet ibiere is nio other word whicli

se fitly describes, that faculty of the wvriter wvhcreby lie reveals
te us in a few phirases the imuier nîleaing of great inovenients


