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Tho Driftwood Firo

Wi dragged the dniftwoost from thie aliore
The sca's wile «rued gt up ast,
And pileid it by the cottage door,
Rongh huil, Tent apar, wnd shattered mast—
Strange, mourmnfui, haif-tod istores
0Of ocean’s endivss mysterias,

Ah, me: how ofien 1 recall
The bun ung of eur driftwood fire ;

The mountivg shadows on the wall .
Thut with the growing tlames uspiro;

I hie flushmy heat that thnlled us so,

T'ho rosy embers’ dreamy glow.

How faat tho spatliles went and came )
Brave “*soldiers” on their upward march;
How awilt tho tingers of tho flame

Mado crumbling tower and tottermg arch,
And sll 1 10 wonders hearts desiro
Could finu a pioture m the hre,

What aplendld visions rose and shone
For \()"nli, of lands Leyound the xea;
For Allen, gold minces o} his own—
And love for Anuio, {awe for me;
For Muige, & priucs, light-haired und tall,
And Jast, brown axhes for us all.

Ah | time and chango must have their will,
Aad tears be wept, and farowells safd—

The hoarth {s cold, the home {a still,
\Where happy children sang and played 3

And never nioro can shino and glow

The driftweod fire of long ago,
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A BEAUTIFUL YLOWER.

BY REV. W, TINDALL.

Tae other day T saw a remarkable house
plant T rould not learn e name ¥ Ttis
now about thirty-six inches high. About
four o'clock in tho afternoon it is covored
with heautiful flawers of a delieate white
Theso flowers hloon sl night and shed
fragrance—particularly if you shake the
stalk — that fills the roomn with an aroma
that reminds you of tho wild flowers of the
woods whon they first Tlossom in the
spring.

Tho Iady told me that about ten o'clock
in tho moming of the first day that they
came out they b to wilt, as they do
overy day, and sho thought thay were dying,
as in a short time they completely closed
upon thelr petals, but when evening came,
to hor surprise and joy. thoy bloomed out
in groat lustro, and so have continued to
tho present. .

Now this uniquo plant suggested to iny
mind the piety of 8 truo Christian, which
“*vauntoth not itself,” and shines not only
in prosperity—for it is oasy to be praliing

*Ths nams of the dower is Niootine.—Eb.

s =

——

———— ——— e —

God and singing when overything with us
v sunrhing and success —but when all is
dark and ¢ heetie s around ua; when the
sanehisy of woridly prospetity  reems to
have left us; when friends are few and
the atnweaphero o ctauy, when the heauti.
ful flowera of putisico and trust bloom in
g Chitstian {lft‘.

Gouil uas creatod many tlowers on carth
never to bo scen and sdnured by human
eyo. The pout sings .

** Many a flower s born to hiush unseen
And wasto its swestuess an the desert oir,”

This {8 not Literally true, for thero 18 no
wasto in the universo of God's wurks, for if
neither human nor angel eyes behold and
adnure these ereations of skilt and wisdom,
God delights in them, for the royal psalimist
tells us that God rojoices in lus works, but
samnts aro lus pecubar delight, espeenlly
those who are suffering i the darhness of
adveraty,  Tet no young dsaiple bo dis-
cournged hy trials.  The most precious of
all graces, the grace of patience, cannot grow
i the sunshine of prosponty. In themght
of adversity and aﬂhct}un it flourishes and
its fragranco reaches to heaven.

WHAT ONE BOY DID.
BY LILY LATHBURY.

It is only a little more than twenty-five
vears ago that a passenger on the Grand
W'runk Railroad, going through the baggage-
car, noticed at vne end of it o punting-
iress, 8 table covered with ty\)o, ink-

ttles and pens, and a desk well strown
with papers. Before the desk was a boy
of abuut fourteen years of age, busily en-
guged an correeting proof.

Somewhat surprised ot this unusual ap-
pearance of things, he inquired-of the lad
concerning it, snd wns courteously told
that it was tho publishing offico of The
Grawd Trunk Ilerald, « weokly paper,
cdited, set up, aud writton by himself and
the employees of the road.

Pleased with his bright face and gentle
manly manners, the passenger bought a
copy and returned to lad seat in the train.
As he (;;)encd the pages of The Geand
Trunk Weekly Hcruld, he said to him-
sclf ;: ““That boy will mako something yet ;"
and looking for his name as tho editor,
found it to be Thomas Alva Edison!

As we know Mr. Edison, crowned with
riches and honours as the greatest inventor
of modern times, it hardly scems possible
that he started in lifo a8 o nowsboy on a
railway and won his high position in the
samo way that every boy must win honour
and riches—by diligence, courage, and per-
sovorance. .

Yot it iy true. DBoforo he was sixteen he
had read Newton's *‘Principia,” Hume's-
‘‘History of England,” and Gibbon's
‘‘History of Rome,” in his leisurc hours.
When ho began as a newsboy ho used
every moment so woll that ho soon had a
monopoly of the business, and obtained
the right to put up a printing-press in the
baggago-car. One day ho saved, at great
peril to his own life, the littlo threo-year-
old son of the station-mnster, who had
wandered out on the track as a train was
nearing the station. The father, in grat.
tudo, offered to help him learn telegraphy §
and so cagerly did ho avail himself of this
new advantago, studying late at night in
the railway-station, that in five months he
had become 8 most export openator, and
was appointed to take charge of the tole-
graph oflice in Port Huron. Aftur taking
this position ho still continued to study
and improve, and began to make expen-
menta.

Hix first invention was an automatic telas.
¥nph ropeater, made in Indianapolis, when
16 was slxteon years old. At cighteen he
wrote and printed a book on electricity, in
Louisville. Ai twenty-ono he was in Bos.
ton, where he fittod up a shop for experi.
ments, ‘and designod & number of inven.
tiona; but failing in his first effort at
duplex transmission ho was compelled~—
penniless and almost discouraged—to seek
emplnyment in New York.

Here his &kill in removing the causo of
failure in a telegraphio instrumont used in
Wall Street socured him a fino position.

He nfterwards becams superintendent of
the Western Union Telegraph Oompany,
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and opened a shop in Nowark, whero ho
worked mght and day, cx‘:enmonting.

In 1876 lus heulth broke down, and ho
removed to Menlo Park, N.J., and thence
to Orange, whero he has mimce resided.
From the former laboratury nearly all of
hia inventions—gomo four hundred—have
insued, Tho most romarkable of thew is
the quadruplo tolograph, by which twa
messnges may be sent simultancously
opposite diroctions from cach end of tho
line. Tho automatio telegraph, trsnsmit-
ting one thousand words s munute, and the
Ediron system of lighting by incandesconce,
arv also great inventions.

As Mr, Edison 18 only forty-threv years
old he will, no doubt, perfect many of the
wonderful machines lie is now working on
with the same industry aud porseveranco
that made hium at twelve years old tho best
newsboy on tho road, .

“Sueat thou a man diligent in business
He shall stand before kings.”

WHAT AILED THE BELL.

It was the first tchool after a vacation.
The children were playing in the yards.
Tho teachers aat at their desks, wailing for
the bell to strike to call tho children to
their different rooms, Tho hands of the
clock pointed to a quarter before nine.

Tho bell was a sort of a gong fastencd to
the outside of the building; and tho mas.
ter of the school could ring it by touching
a knob {n -tho wall ncar his desk, Tt was
now time to call the children into school.
Tho master pulled the bell and waited.
8till the merry shouts could be heard in the
school yards. Verystrange! ‘The children
wero 80 engaged in play that they could not
hear the bell, he thoug}xt. ‘Then ho pulled
it moro vigorously, 5till the shouts and
the Jaughter continucd,

The master raisod his window, clapped
his hands, and pointed to the bell, 'i'he
children rushed into lino like littlo soldicrs,
and waited for the soccond signal. 'Ihe
teacher Jmllod and pulled, but thero waa
no sound. Then he senta boy to toll each
line to filo in; and Lo sent another boy
for a carpenter to find out if the bell cord
was broken.

What do you think the carponter found
A little sparrow had built its nest inside
the bell and provented the hammer strik-
ing agninat the boll.  The teachers told the
children what the troublo was, and wcre
asked if he nest should bg taken out.
There was a loud chorus of ** No, sir.”

Every day the four hundred children
would gather in the yard and look up at
tho neat. When the ﬁ:ﬂo birds were able
to fly to the trecain the {mﬂ, snd no longor
needed a nest, one of the boys climbed on
a ladder and cleared away tho etraw and
hay so that the sound of the bell might call
the children from play.

RED TAPE.

Ir Dickens were alive ho wguld ﬁmzh 'y
singular story, now going the roun
another comica illustmgtiongof that *Cir-
cumlocution Office™ which was thoroughly
up **in the art of perceiving how not to
do it.” The story is as follows :

A youngsr son of the Duke of Argyle
wished to an untitled lady, and not
unnaturally ed hix father’s consent to
that su:f)

The duke replied that personally he had
no objection to the mateh ; but in view of
the fact that his eldest son (the Marquis of
Lorne) had espoused a daughter of the
queen, he thought it right to take her
majesty's pleasure on the subject before
expressing his formal approval.

er majesty, thus a &enled to, observed
that since the death ofp s Frince Consort
8ha had been in the habit of consulting the
Duke of 8axo-Coburg on all family affaire.

The matter was thersfore referred %o
Duke Ernest, who replied that since the
unification of Germany he had made it a
rule to ask for the emperor's opinion on
all important questions.

The caso was now before the kaiser, who
decided that, as a constitutional sovercign
he was bound to ascertain the views of ﬁ
prime minister.

Happily for the now anxious pair of
lovers, the Iron Chancellor had no wish to
oonsult anybody, and decided that the
marrisge might take pleocs.

-
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HOW TO DEOLINE A TREAT.

Tax following conversation was hoard
botwoen two collegians, who were dis
cussing o class dinner ¢

4 Of coursy,” safd one (with a e g0
quontial touch of sclf-complicency und
patronage which studonts call ““fro.h*
and which only length of days cure). *¢jt
s fallow hsn't wit enough to know whey
to stop, he'd Dbetter be carcful st first,
Somo heads are built weak, you know.”

s Careful in what 7" internolated 1, and
both laughed,

“Why, drinking, of course,” said the
first speaker. ‘A fellow has to take his
seasoning sooner or Iater,  Some canstad
it. Some can not, at least for a whilo.”

Hoe was, as I have intimnted, a freshinan,
His friend, » bearded senior, the only sop
of a rich man, slapped lim good-humoredly
on the shoulder :

*“ Wheu 1 was your age, old fellow, iny
father said to mo : ‘1% { had my life &
live over, 1 would never tako o glass of §
wine or smoke o cigar.' T answered: ‘L
would be foolish not to profit by what such
u sensible man says.” I hnavo nover tasted
wino or touched tob:cco, and 1 am glad o
it—gladder every duy Ilive. Imight have
been  built’ with astrong head—and they,
again, I might not.” :

* What do you say when you are offered §
atreat?"” )

¢] gay : ¢ No, thank you, I never takeit'g@
Generally that scttles tho matter quictly."§

* And if they poke fun at you?'

I let them ‘poke’ and then stand ready
to put them to bed whon their huads gin
out.’

There aro—for the comfort of mothen§
be it said— many *‘fellows ** strong enough §
to maintain this stand, and sonsibh @
enough to sce that the riske are not worth
taking. It is tho fool who meddles with ¥
fircarms, the coward who carries a loaded
rovolver.

—

MARTIN LUTHER.

Lurner was a greatlover of caildren, and 8
was in soine regards much of a child him. iy
solf. Possussing toa large extent thehapyy §
faculty of childhood, he was able to thre
off the burdens which bore heavily u
him, and with the forgetfulness of child-
hood to relieve himself of theintensestrain
of life and living by indulging himself inj§
morry pranks and romps with the children]
of his household. As ho emerged from the
clouds and darkness of Romanism into the}
full, pure, beautiful sunlight of Christiamty §
and Christliness, the chid.like spirit in
himdeveloped and expanded. Very touch
ing and charming pictures aro those wh -
portray the great reformer in hiz rolatims
to childkood. It is boyond all doubt tre: R
that much that is brightest and best in
home life and in child life to-day is due,
under God, to thecivil and rehgious hibeny
which camo to the world of God, through
his servant, Martin Luther. In Amenaj
wa havo tho fullest and freest exhibition o
the principles for which Luther contended
Though thoy are not tlways called by hi
name, they are in fact and fruit Listheran

Without the Reformation of Luther bz
little p could roasonably bo prod
jcated, and Germany, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland, and Great Britam
would now in all ﬁobabimy bo but httle
advanced in popular intelligence boyonife
their condition centuries ago; and eves
Catholic countries would be by no means
as far advanced as they now are in moteril
improvements if they had not been’ carried
along irresistibly by the enlightening ad-
vancement of Protestant countries through
their prodiaily and theintercourso of ther
Bso o. Without the Reformation M

nited States, as such, would not ex:s,
and the country would be no Iarther
vanced in material- and in mnted
lectual and religious enlightenment v
Mexico and the other countries of Qeatsy
and South Amerioa. The entire Amenca
continent, North and South, would hzr
boen ocolonized by Roman Catholics ;and

t American ropublic would haw
emonstrated to the world sor more thans
centurythata “‘governmentofthe peoplc,b) C
tho people, and for the ple "—if tha
people be sufficiently enﬁgﬁgconed and iree=
can be maint:ﬁn:ifermmenﬂy without s
pope, withoutan ecclesissts

without a king.—Zuiheren Gbsrver.




