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TRE STRANGE IA]
A STORY OP' CIL ItSTil

N tiss
ails
%vlien

* tory,hbM'Nveil.,
Fantat
tissumu

garh ans! taike refuge in
libaty - tiss narvelloua
whcn (if at any tiuis) ou
Ilinds of tise Sleeping B~eaus
Gisînt Killer, and Vilo[
orson, Muet have talion Il
wviid aid days whcn Eng
govcraed by tise Seven, ai
by tie mayas-s of tise palac
grenter part of Europe hasd
gavernment et all-tse-e ai;
kiaigdorn of Norihuinbria,
castie called Cedwortha.
caisties were assemubied, one
ove, a berge coanpany round
of Kenelin tise Ttsene, to colt
tise aînniversary of Chriat's
tise heatiion festival af Yule.
wvas ended, and the banquete
board, ans! assembles! round t
"lyuie-log," an tise heurtîs.
atormy night, tise wind roari
and crackes! thse bougi af
oaik-trees that atoas! in tIse ci
Suddenly Hilda, tise fair da
tise Thano, looked tmp witis
surprise, and! exclaimed,

"'Methought I heats! mi
out."

"And! I toc," s'aid Osmon
tratsed. of tise niaiden. A:
attentively,and between ths
wind tise notes of a harper Se
tinctly audible. Keneira se
set-van t ta asscert.ains wbat
iistrel ws abroad. that i

night: a.nd in a few miniu
man was broumght into tise
long white hait- bedroppod %vi
and a enowvy harp in hie hans]

"lCorne 'ither, age! in
Keneini, leading hlm ta tisa
mirsatrel is ever velcorne at
tisa." Hilda et tisa saine tisa
os! tise ais! man'sa arp f-rnt
dors, and! tise aàive bande of
fild laims a besîker of Mead.

<' An ald«,nan'B blèssing be
ail," said, tise venerable ha
sometising tbat s.lmaet awet
bis gentie taises.

"But ,oh, any harp, my h
exclaimed, as hesa etrove ta a
snow front tise, strings. ci
wind and> xnolting snow wi
ray sweet companion dumb,"i
Iaandling tise instrumient as
ami if it bas! been a living thun

Id a' ear ot foÉr tly -b

' de , il een drv tisa 8

thigos yule fito; but Wiso
anrt da as L thee-tsynaine;

tisait-to he.,abroad.tc-xs

1881.
*I'ARE WELL, Oh! Year,
yAli thy experience toid

Witlî Mind marc storc our
hioard

As unîsers hoard their gold.

Vet, flot as they their talent 1;
Apa1rt, but ta abuse,

E.IcII maoment ive Moast joyfull
Wii for aur Mlaster use.

Father above, in kindly love
0ur guide and caunsci bc ;

Assistance iend that wc înay
0ur lives in servmng Trhee 1

p

"I atm CSoedns tise bard," Nvss tîn
witbaIlshyrepl; Iland I nui an nîy wusy ta Jar

wIl [cher row town, but 1 lott tuy way et iigit
time wc'li fu, and have wandured fartber ean%

faîrtier inta tIse farcat, until, reeing ir
the faîr distance the friendly liglitAi ai
yaur caatie, I played a useasuro onin

ay bnrp ta givo notice ta thotie within
that I waB wendering abroad ia th(

y darkneci."
Id'Anad ssow, good Caudnsoîî," asi

Iilda, Il as the strings af the hai art
dry, pet-chances thou wilt o'en play uk

spend Boule Iety I
"O0f whîît ilan!! it ha III inquiredl

- ~Cadition, tssking hiii hîarp ini his bund,
RPBIL anud tuning it with ais mnuci dclighit esc

Lis. if ernbrncing a lang.lost child.
IlConcerasiag thse gloriaus goda;

oInyBteri. Odin, or .Balder the i3eautiful," replied
a)id du1y18 Kouclms tisa Titane
King Hin- IlNay, rather or Thor the Thîunder-
siving been or," sasid Sigurd, a fierce and warlike
nigh de- clsiefr.aus;. ,such tlîoano, assuthiak.i,

dbyQuceî n fE~ it fur snob a night as this."
sy, 1usd to IlCaast thson eing us the taie ai
esi a onk's Signiund thse Dragon-elayer," inquired
a convent tîso biue-oyed ld, Il ad how hoe
ci days brake thraugh thse flot-y wall that

r Nursaery gutarded the sleeping lady, and woko
ty, and the lier from lier magie 21unaber 1"I
ntine and Il Or a lay of tho British Arthsur,"
lice-thoso ati sutd; "iiin with whos aur
landl wIia fortefatlers fouight 1 "
nd Fraice "i1 knov nat sorge like those,"
.and the refflied the aged harper, c'but 1 would
no se0ttled fain sing a nselody fitt.ed for this iay-

0od in the fui saion." Suiting thse action to thse
a attelY -,ord8, hoe oormenced a low, soir, ex.

In tisat qîîisitely tender %train an liii barp,
Clîristmia wlîich, tlsough flot sufficieiîtly stirrlng
thse board for the taste of Kenelin's warriara,

ebraite, Dot tilled Hilda's heurt (ane pcculiarly
birtis, but open to impressions of beauty> with
The feset feelings ehllie d nover experienced

t-e ieft thse before-of peaces and t-e*t and yet af
ho blaizing longinig. The words ho sang, taa,
It waa a seemed. in keeping with thse melody.

ed fitfcxlly, They were these:
the grat IlHoîy and lalest ils tisa niglit,
istie yard. Soit are thse alumbers Ulit.
tighter of 0f ail things aronnd,' save the pair
an air of WVho tend thse fair child with bright hai-,

And sweet lis thse reat of tise l'sle
asic with- "Ia Hi> sua bl8st is thse night,

Shepherds list with delight
il, thse ho- To the glas! hllelujalis that sonda

il Iisened rom the seralh that haver arounhi,
Wh, te11 tlat the Saviour ads zsear.

6 gustte of IlHoly and bleat inc tise nigbt
,came dis& Tender, Ioving, and bright,
'nt out a Siveet babis e isaile an thy face.
vandering It bath came tise gad bout- df aur gnc,
aaspitabls The hotur, blesses! ard, or Thy> birtis."
san aged e't M a sang for a la.dy'p hower,"
hall, his said Kenoira, ratdier caateiuptuotsy.

tii icicles, "A luliahy far a baba," said Sigurd.,
t. "~But wiso le this," inquired Odasund,

tu," eaid "lconcernig wisose bitt tby sang
Ire. "lA epeaketli ' Sonie great leader or cal-

Codwcr- tain, perchance, ar a miniatrel, or a ga0d
se reiav-. and gloriosa king t"
bis sisoul. "lIt le, " râplied Cradmon, ]He

Osmunci who, at thie tint weli-nigis 500 years

a-one, waw barn in f«"r-o Iatestiùc-,
iupon ye Jeans of Nazareths. Ho is tise desire'
.rd, witlî of aà nations; so tiet. in! overy lanid,
1 them in mnen feéling, langing, yearnîng after a

deliverer like unto Haim, divine yet
s-p! l hoe humain, immortal- yetý submitting -to
haka the destis, have devised some being out af
Tlua cold .thei.row fants>. [n well.nigh everv
il render religion ca 'ncerning 1which we know
îe added, augist, sonia deity, goad and beloved,
tenderly la elain by a orte!enemyandmrourned

g. over byheaven and eartis,hytýbe whole
axrp,.aaid realm of nature, by tisat wsicis in with.
tringe by ont lifé in creation, as 'w al as by man;
t-t tisou?l but lle la irnmortal-Hlabeingis inde-
and! low structible ; and in HRie tinieHIe appearas
iglit f" aga4na ae new-born. Of ihià immortel
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for 1882 jatho eWtthat we have Crer yet
made:

LIFE IN A J'AR8GNAfrEl
OR. LiOiLTSAN.DSEIADowsop TiimEmxEAcT;
i stary of Cnadian Lifo, bytheEdtor. ThW8
story, although rsnpletc in itaI. in a tequel
ta "4THE KING'S MESSENIGER," whlch
osa boisa reiîed irh ..uch*faior in Canada.
and bus been îeraublisbed in Eon d. 1t will
.gave a faithful portroitre'dmaous. ci thse
varicd phiame of CsssadL-à sôeil3. life, and
wiU1 rua througLh.e.

tlaough dying diviîîity, do thoy per.
chance drei when, ini the fur soutli,
they Aidore the 14un that riseth wsuc
BettAjti atgain. Iltîîî it ay bc tiîat
tlsey signiUy wlipt, iii on of the intc-
vellouti taies tlaoy teil of your Sigis.
iund tise %Vadscin)g thoy relate that lie
vus of the race of the goda, thougi in
appearanca a nain; wai dend and yet
Iived agasiu. In aLlier lanidi. 1 have
heard thcit thoy told of a kind being.
a son of tise goda, wlîorn tluey césied
Proinethetin, who suiliard iinutterabca
algonies because lie strove tes bring down
the fire or hîcaven to clîcar and suRîtain
huwarsity. And of îsnother ssct boiuig
told aur forefatiiers, in that sai, beau.
tift tale of the pure, young god of
love and liglit, slairn by lus blind
hrother'a shaft, tise Whito Balder.
W%%iaom, tiseroforo, yo ignarasntly wor
ahip), Hini declarts 1 unto yots."

Siguird, whona the profoaînd thonghits
of Caudmon hssd totally fihiled te ini-
teresat, maiiie a greture of impatience,
and Keneltu tlîought this philosaphy
dangeroua, ai likoly ta leaà ta a now
religion being introduced; but Oit-
nund aîsd Hilda were bresathlema with
attention, arud ait lacat the lutter Bai
saftY,

IlGood Cradmou, tell us more con-
cerning this Zesîîa of Nn";zaretb."

Thon once more tuning hie harp, the
m8saionary bard sang some simuple
nielodies, or rather chante9, in %vwhicli
tise leading idems of Chriatianity weres
lunfolded. Most of the storn wssrriors
ini the hall fol! (sait asleep, for theo
vua littie in such nmusic fa stir tho
blood or kindle the imagination ; and
ta maît, aven of those who libtened,
thoy wore only anu Ila very lavely sang
auaag by one that bath a pliasant
voice." It waa nat soi with Otimund
and. Hilda. Ta thora Czedmon's viisit
was thse commencement of a new life.
Hle quitted Codwertha early the follow-
mng morning. bast lie left bohind, in
return for the hospitality ho lied re-
ceived,the irniortal seed in two yonng
heurte.
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