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INDIAN MISSIONS.

WE hiave pileasure in giving the followving excellent address,
delivered at thie Broekville Mission-ary Meeting, by W. J. CHIRISTIE,
Esq., a gentleman who lias spent his life in the service of the li-on.
Hudson Bay Company. An attentive pertistl of it will show the vast
extent of territory over wvhich the Missions of the Society are spx'ead,
whilst bis disinterested testirnony to the labourers theniselves and their
successes, is botu welcome and valiiable.

Ladies and Gentlemen-l wasagree-
ably surprisccl a few~ days ago, when
the resolution of your Comimittee w~as
conveyed to me by thecir Secrctary,
asking me to preside at this meeting,
accompanied by the intimation that
the Rev. George M cIougal, Chairmnan
oll the Saskctchewan District, wvas to
address the mneeting on Missionary
wvork, in that District. 1 feit that it
ivas a duty 1 owcd to miy old friend,
and to the Coirnmiittcc for the hionour
confcrrcd. and accordingly accepted
the invitation.

At last year's annual Missionary
Meeting, lcd in this chur-ch, N'e hiad
the pleasuire of listening to an aole
address froin the Rev. \Ir. Robson,
gFiving an account of the progress of
of Mission work, on the west side of
the Rocky 'Mountains, British Col-
umbia and the North W\est Coast.
This evening ive have the pleasure of
wclcoming the Chairînan of the Sas-
k,-,tchewanil District Missions, whdo wvill
give you an equally intcrestîng narra-
tive of the missioni work on the East
side of the Rocky Mountains.

Having during a residence of inany
)-cars in that country become inti-
xnatelv acquainted wvith the Natives
and MN-issionary wvork, 1 shall enctea-
vour to give vou, in as feiv ivords as
possible, 'a bief accounit of both.

The North West Territories, for-
nmcrly known as the H-udson B3ay
Territories, wcre transferred by the
Iînperial Governmentto the Dominion
of Canada in 1869, the transfer being
finally effected in 1870. Those vast
Territories, called by a recent writer

" The Great Lone La-nd," comprise
the country fr-om Lake Superior in a
direct northerly line to the Artic Sea,
bounided on the west by the great chaîn
of the Rocky Mountains. In olden
times it was subdivided into eight
Districts, most of which are as large
as the Province of Ontario.

As somne of those Districts may be
mentioned this evening, 1 shahl enum-
crate themn, in order, as 'we flnd thcm
Laid clown on the maps. On lcaving
Lake Superior the firzt is the Lac La
P>luie or Rainy Lake D)istrict, cover-
ing the country betiveen Lake Superior
and Lake Winnipeg. It is thiroug -h
this D)istrict that " the Dawson Route"
passes, destined, 1 trust, soon to be the
high road to the North West, and
through which channel the iimports
and exports of those vast territories
NvilI be conveyed through the Dominion
to the seaboard.

Next is the Red River District, now
the Province of MIaniitoba. As niuch
lias already been w'ritten on that
Province, 1 shaîl not nowv trespass on
your valuable lime by a repetition of
facts alircady well known to the public,
but pass on to the aext and adjoining
District- Swan River District, through
wihich passes the great overland road
of five hundred miles to the Valley of
the Sask-atchewan. On this overland
road ive cross the Assiniboine River
by ferry at Fort Ellis, about îtv0
hundred miles from Fort Garry. Lt
wvas with the Indians of the Swan
River District that a Treaty wvas made
last suminer, at " The Q'appelle Lakes,"
by the Queen's Commissioners.


