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parts, cannot bc taurglit snicccssfitly urîlt.ess thle teajcherj
continues ta study it as a w~hoie apart fromn the dail)y
demand of the class roanii.

F or those also whase orditiary (IUtiCS ai-C iess intel-
lectuai, tizere is in a stili highier degree nceed of saie
kind of mental exercise. Lack of th is too oficin ieanis
degeneratian of the brighit, intclligent yotith or girl
into the dull, comnnion-place, harassed inan or %voîuan.

Lastiy, our niotta tells us that culture. hiowever
dclightiul, does îlot satisfy tlîe ciee:,st îîccds cf our-
nature. It is ile ialing oi Lhcesoii/, but nat af tliat
highcst self which Nc cali tlîespiiti. 'l'lie bcst possible
illustration of what it cari and of wlî,ît it cannot dIo
for a man is ta be found in the autabiography ai that
remarkable and highly cultured manl, Johni Stuart
Mill. Having learticd maore tliat wve arc anyv of us
likely ta learn, lic yet failed ta find a salisiactary

ansîver ta the question :Is life wvarth lvn
The homely aîîalagy tramn badiiy îîceds suggested

above helps us ta salve the probleni of Right .1altcsr
in aur reading also.

A hcalthy appctite finds satisfaction in every kimîd
of wholesonie food, and almost et-cry br.înch ai study
affords hicalthy excrcise ta the miinci. But neither
mind nor body can flannishi on %vlat is not nutritions.

AUl the books iii the world nia>' be divided juita
four classes :

(1) Those containing bad matter, badly writtcni.
(2) Those containing bail natter, We4il W ritten.
(3) Those containing good matter, badly writtein.
(4) Those containing good nliatter, Weil iritten.
The flrst of those four classes is quite witlîaut

attraction for the cducatcd reaider, so 1 nia), pas it
by îvith the rcnliark that it is ini thîe power af cadi oi
us ta do something ta kep it ont af the hands ot
others, ta whoni it toa often incans that the abil-
ity ta deciplier a prîntcd page is a cuirse radItier tlîan
a blessing.

Concerning the second class, let nie quote the words
of a deliglîtfül authar, knawn ta iiiost afi us, address-
ed ta a large gathering at tlîe Liverpool Conféence
of Warren Workers inii ~. iMrs. Molesworth thcre
said -- « Do flot be iii a liurry ta read a book just
because cverybody is reading it ; do not feel ashamied
not ta have scen the book af the season. It rnay
somnetimcs prove a vcry blesscd thing for you nover
ta sc it at ail. Far bctter miisi altogether the rcad-
ing of the clevcrcst book that ever ivas ivnitten than
soul your mi!'d and iemaory i luike vcrj' Ieast ; far
better ta bc laughed ait as prudishi or behiîîd the day,
than risk any contact with the miental or moral
pitch îvhch is so vcry liard quite ta, rub off again...
To niy sorrow I could nanie some reccuit Elnglislh
novcls, written, I ani assurcd, with tic bcst motives,
and supposed ta bc suitcdl ta young readers, which I

AcI Gat ! ie~ luist ist lang,
Unid Lurz ist unser 1L1>en'"

Goethte pats tliese words inta the iips of Wagner,
w~ho stands for a type ai those w~ho are content ta
accuinlate any kind ai knowledge w~ithout pausing
ta consider îw'litIir it is worth accunulating.

In a wider sense we inst cadi, like Dr. Jahntsotî's
Raisselas," niake aur ««choice af lice." For lack ai

resoîntion ta do so, many, drift an, and find tlheir o)est
),cars siipping fronii tiieni cre thcy have accomiplished
anythiig. Others chioose anîiss. Have you neyer
knloivi nieui and wonîiei capable of doing useful
thaugh pcrhaps humble %vork of athier kinds who

itenîiciselves ovcr î'orthiless 'MSS, writing, though
tliey- have noa new truthis ta -ive ta tic world nor any
aId trtts ta teacli in a neèw way or ta a rîcwv audi-
ence ? Tlîe MSS repleîîish the ivaste-paper baskets oi
second rate magazines, thecir writers join the doleful
ranks afI" the great unapprcciatud " with a quarrel
agaimîst the warid in -enrami anîd a gainst publishers
and editor.- iii particular. ELvcii clever îîîen sanie-
tinies knaw flot howv best ta use thîcir powers. Did
îlot Frederick ai I>russia, greatest soldier of lis age,
carry reams ai bad verses in lus pockets ?

If tien as workers we nîust chioase %visely amnong
things wordî daing, and as readers anîong bookcs
Worth reading, have we flot a cogemît reason for
avoiding bath unprofltable pursuit and valueless
books, since we clîoosc bath at the expense of leav-
iing good work uzîdane aîîd %orthy boaks unread ?

Again, inferiar writing niust lowcr our own stan-
dard af tîtouglit and expression. A distinguished
autiior once dcsca*bed ta nie is vowv as a yotung
student ta read no book, that was not litérahire for
two years. At the end of that tinie lie had iearned

should shrinlc frami putting into the liands of sucli
a1iîost mtore thaian lu hoiiestly coarse iiiediaýval

Ignorance and indiffercunce as to the dangers anis-
ing fromi thc third class of books arc so conimon that
1 innust dwcll on theni for *a space. Ini tinies of aid
thec wvas sticl a thing as Il univ'crsal learninig."
Hippifas in the days of Pendces, Scaliger in the days
of the Renaissance, %vere %,cracious if not trutittul
iwhca Lhecy declarCLd Oiat thcy knictv ail1 tiierc was to
lziow and liad read aIl there wvas ta rcad. Infinite
as the), arc ini realit),, for those fanîous scholars the
botunds of the knowablc wverc strictly linîîitcd. The
w~orld is older naw% and liioivlcdgve is wider. Wlien
thirst for knowicdge is first lawakcncid in carly youth,
we vagruely hope ta iearnl ccrytlling. ive arc Il uni-
v'ersalv% curiaus." But crc youtii is leit beliind, we
find out that we nitist be content ta Ieave nmany books
unread aîîd inany pathis of knowlcdgc unexplored.
Let us then choose %viscly what we wilI learn, for this
at any? rate is truc.


