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HEATHEN RELIGIONS
WHENCE DID THEY DERIVE THEIR ELEMENTS OF TRUTH ¢

Max Muller hns said that the real historie religions of mankind
amount to nomave than eight. The Semitie vaces have produced
three, munely, the Jewish, the Chvistian and the Mohannnedan.
The Arvan vaces an equal number, namely, the Bratman, the
Buddhist and the Parsee. The Chinese have produced  two,
naenely, the system of Confucius and that of Lao-tge—cight in all

Six of these religions ave heathen s they have no Christ. Al
hut one have been, and still are, tremendous powers in the workd.
The contemplation of them must profoundly impress the mind
of the thoughtful student, whether Ie considers the vast ve-
gians of the earth which they have overspread, the great age
to which they have attained—some of them dating back to a
remote antiguity—the varied and cultured civilizations they have
praduced, or the vast multitudes they have influenced and are
evven yet influencing in every departinent of human experience.

Each of these great religions systems, amid much that is false
and pernicions, has a great centtal voot-trath which has vitalized
it and made its eontinuanee possible, and at the same time made
ita prediction of something higher and better. Thus the great
truth in the svstem of Mohammed is the doctrine, “ There is one
Gad 7 i the svstem of Confuciug it is the doctrine, “Theve can
be no happenings without Order—Onder is Heaven's fivst Jaw:”
in that of Duddhism it is the doctrine that, “Ignormee is the
ase of wrong living, and wing living is the cause of unhappi-
nes<” Troth is one and s cternall therefore all that is true in
religion will emdure, while all that s false will ultimately jerish
for the Master has said, “Every plant that my Father hath not
planted <hall be placked up”

But right here a natuwsad question arises, namely, whenee «did
these gaiat religions systems derive their traths 7 We answer,

1. From a primiive peccletion. The human raee far back in
prehistorie times onee spoke the smme language, and traces of that
oviginal speech are to lie found in all the great hinguages of earth.
In like mamner the wace once worshipped the same Divine Being,
the One Living Soul, God, and held the sune religious truths, and
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