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TEMPERANCE.—NEW LICENCE LAW.

From the Halifox Temperance Recorder.

&« The effect of such & measure politically con-
sidered is of little moment ; for the increase of re-
venue,—if a revenue, derived from the vices of the
people were even desirable,—will not be the result,
of this misjudged picee of'legislation.  Butin a
moral point of view it is different, because it has
haen ascertained, that every additional house which
is opencd, creates for it<elt'a new set of customers
~many of them the fiiends and companions of
i keeper ; and in this way other drunkards are
created.

Itis the granting permission to the places in the
country to sell rum by the quart, that stamps the
Actin question, with a peculiarly injurious and
destructive character; as it will lead to much pri-
vate drinking in various parts of the country.  Anc-
ther of its vicious [eatures, is the aitempt to
encourage free licences on roads where theee is
but litle travelling: and without restricting the

parties applying for such licences, to the sale of

liquors to travellers only 3—a measure that might
have a beneficial tendency, as many persons are
now obliged te sell to the population around them,
“to be able to pay the price of licence 5 whowould
«cease to pursue so fatal and dangerous a course,
were they relieved from the expense attending the
«obtaining of heences.

That the Act in question,was intended by its

authors to paralyse the exertions of the Temperance

‘Societies, there cannot Le a doubt—that itis a
.geatuitous attack upon them isequally obvious, for
not a solitary petition was presented from -either of

‘those numerous assoctattons ; although we predict
there will be nolack of them next year, and couch-
edin atonc notto be wisunderstood nor disre-
:garded.

Not only does the Actin question, cxhibit the
sad spectacle of a Legislature deliberately  pander-

ingto the depraved appetites and propensitics of

men, but the entire measwe is at variance with
the principles of political economy ; as the amount
i3 thus derived to thestate in the shape of revenue,
far exceeded by the pauperism, crime and lunacy,
-which the sale of intoxicating liquors every where
introduces.”

Lrom the Lunenburg Churchman.

Tryperance.—~This good cause is not much
indebted to the « Reformens® for late enactments,
We grieve to find that the new licenee law will
open (or rather has alrcady opened) wide, the
floodgates of imemperance, to deluge the land once
more with all the iniquity of which that vice is the
fruitful parcut.  Before, the high price of licénses,
and the restriction as to the quantity sold, tended
greatly to abate the evils arising from the consump-
tion ofardent spirits, and to assist the endeavours
of those who were striving to substitute sobriety
and independerice for drunkencss and poverty in
thehabits and civcumstanecs of the people.  Much
was thus saved tothe country and to individuals,
-and an incalculable amount of comfort conferred
-on families hetore rendeved wretched by the intein-
sperance of their heads. The idle and worthless
were ihus becoming industrious and useful mem-
‘bers of socigty ; and Temperance was bringing in

‘its siniling train—zthe blessings of peaceand virtue
-a3 inmates of every cottage in the land, 'Ifover
such a state of things the heart of the patriot and
:the christian could not but rejuice, it canrot but be
-castdown at the prospect now before us of an un-
‘happy reverse.  So fur fromn any check beingnow
imposed. upon the vicious propensities of the in-
tempaorate, every facility is .afforded them by the
-existing law. The price of.tho license is reduced
one half;—the shop keeper may sell in quantities
aslow as a quart; the tavern-kceper may sellto
‘the same extent without the limits of his house.
"The .eficct of this change bas soen appoared .in

this quarter, where more licenses, we understand,
than ever have just been granted. There are no
less than five taverns new licensedin thg space
of three milea,—thus multiplying the teinptations,
already too abundant, to spend in yum what ought
to furnish bread or clothing to sullering familics.
Disheartcning though it be to sce such obstaclcs
thrown in the way of efforts for the release of our
land from the worst bondage that can enslave ity we
yet trust that these efforts will not be slackened, but
rather increased in proportion to the call for their

same manner; but any one who wishes to take tho
ttouble, may satiefy himeclf by comparing Matt. xvii,
15, with Dan. ii. 10,

1 czpect it will be allowed that the Jews were &
little tainted with superstition, as well as the Chal-
doans; and though it may be commonly supposed that
the Jews considersd tho discase hero spoken of in
cemo way connected with the moon, I cannot draw
this conclusion from it at all. Whatis there made
knowa (o us, 19, that Josus cured a child, not that ffe

exercise.  Let members of temperance Societies

on the fell destroyer of millions.  Let every proper
and discreet endeavour be used to add others to
the ranks, and to discourage in cvery way the
consumption of ardent spivits. Let there be no
dividing of strength, already too litile to contend
with the common enemy 3 no broaching of new
and doubtful plans,~—no extiavazant or oficnsive
appeals, which have already been so injurious to
the cause. By such a course of moderats, but at
the same time zcalous and well-directed effort,
much may under the Divine blessiug be accom-
plished by temperance societies, to stor the breach
which has just beenjnade in the wall.  And it'the
laws for the regulation of taverns be likewise duly
exeecuted, much evd wiall be presented.—If Ma-
gistaates will stendily fine every one found 1 a
state of intoxication ; and if that clause of the
Lord’s-day-Actbe strictly enforced, which forbids
persons belonging to the place to loiter and spend
their timein public heuses, undet penalties upon
the parties thus found, and upon the keeper of the
house—intemperance will be greatly keptdowa.

{ror THE 3xE])

MR EpiTor,
Sir,—DBy your paper of the 10th instant, I am pleas
ed to sce that my observations upou popular supersti-

countryman. I did not flatter mycclf that all would
embraco my opinions, without coniradiction; and ae
inquiry is now excited, if that spirit can be kept up,
the exercise of reason and reflection will, I have hitile
doubt, ultimately sap the foundation of the fabric, and
truth saise a substantial cdifice upon its ruins,

In as briefa way as possible, we-shall now exam-
ine the evidence upon which * A Countryman’*.founds
his bulicf ( which ss-scripture and philosophy), and sce
how they bear on the question, 'Tho first alluded to,
Geu. i. 1S ; here we sce the lesser light or moon des-
tined to rule the night, which comnussion 1t has per-
forined most faithfully; but not the wost distant allu.
sion to its ruling the m'nds of mens—tho restof the
quotation I coneeive we have nothing moso to do witiy
in this case, but to observe that ¢ A Countryman?’
says, ** Was not this the work of Gad limited to a
creuture, and wherefore should we say it 1s contrary
to rcason 2 Ifit was understood that I said this or
any other work of God is contrary to reason, it was
misunderstood.  The laws of nature, cstablished by
tho Creator, ut the beginning of time, are Linding
upon all his creatures. But man has ever mamfested
a proneness, as it were, to itnprove upon them; und
this power ascribed to the moon, 1 conceive to be a
part of' the tedundancy. Although not an impliet
believer in all the tenets of -Pope’s creed, 1hink he
isright whero he says that .God rules net by partial
but by gencral laws, and if any were affected to such
a degree as was supposed, 8!l would more or less.

** A-Countryman’® scems to be at 3 loss how to ac-
count for the beginning and periodical return of that
discase, I would account for them just in the same
way as otlver diseases : that God sendsegthem at the
time and in the way that he sees meat. Further, ‘A
Countryman’’ says, ¢¢ Astrology, as a science, is falee,
and coatrary to religion, but that lunacy is spoke of
in scripture, in a positive manner, and really prevail-
ing.” Jthiok they ase.both gpoken of.much.in :he'

be united, persevenng, and resolute; m thewr attack

tions, have altracted the altention «of at least one’

«ither approved, or found fault with, the mezning
attached to the name of the discase. I am petfectly
satisfied that thore wag a dovil cast out of the child,
but that the moon was concerned in putting him in, L
am sceptical,

1 think that Deut. xxxii. 39, i3 us clear upon the
cause and cure of Jisoasc, as any yet referred to, and,
as 1 i8 the last I shall quote at this time, 1 shatl
transcribo it. ** Sea now that I, evon I, ans He, and
‘thcm isno.God with me; 1 kil and mako alive, I

wound and 1 heal, ne:ther is thero any that can delt-
ver out of my band.*’

{
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We shall now tako a look at*t A Countryman’s'®
philosophy. In that part of it respecting the ebbing
and flowng of the occan,’ we agree, and hikewijse that
tho changes of the atmosphere have a powerful effect
upon animal hfe; but that these changes ure effected
by the moon to the degrae he seems to suppose, Ibeg
leave to diffor, He says: ** May we not aupposa that
the moon in a similar manner as she acts upon .the
ocean, acts upon our atmosphere (but toa greatec
dogree, us it is fluid, ard much more elastic), and thus
produce those various changes that take place in it,
which affect the animal constitution.” 1 grant that
the atmosphere by the law of gravitation and at-
traction, is acted upon by the moon, in the same way
asthe ocesn, both being fluids; but from tho atmos-
phero not being circumscribed by shores, as the ocean
is, it does not fall under our view in such a tangible
way; and to me at least the changes ¢f the moon do
not materinlly affect-cithers the tamperature or eurrent
of the air. Heat is the most active agent in these
changesjand [ believe thete islittle of it proceeds
from the moon; but this may be thought foreign'to
our subject—ag it is only watter acting upon matter,
and it is matter acting wpon mind, that we ate in
search of: Well, we shall try the.quotation from the
scientific man .upon the subject; I agree perfoctly with
him, thatair of a determined gravity is requisite to
parform respiration easily; but I wouid hint to " A
Countryman,®” that this would rather afiect the asth-
matic and pthisical thon the lunatie,

Our friend ** A Countryiian,” bad little need-to
beg an excuse, (which isfiesly granted,) as any: one
bas a right to uso the same frecdom; and tbat he has
a right to maintain his sentimeots, as well as 1 to
<defend -mine, is quile clear; but it is just as obvious
that our sentiments are not both right, and until! he
csn give some clearer cvidenco for his opinion, I must
considor him something superstitious; and [ now leave
itto1he public to judge whois right, respoctively
mviting (with 8r Dawson’s concuirence), any unpres
Judiced person, to give the old fabric a tug, acd help
down with it, as § have but little tiz.e and less talent
for contraversy. -Otherwive, ualess hard beset, b g
must Jet it stand until the long evenings, when, ‘tis
possible, T may answer more objections (if offered) in
my own way.

Yours, &e.

Amicus V.eRiTATIS
May, 1887.
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