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it look as if thore were a curse upon me ?
-flrst the sterru, thon the fever, and thon
.- this mering-' Re stopped short, as
if sorne new thought had just, corne te, him.

' What was it this xnerniugP askod Bill,
rather glad to corne back to plain xnatters of
fact.

1 l'Il tell you,' he said, dropping bis voice
a littie. 'I was lying stili here, thinking
over it ail, wonderiug how it vas I'd corne
safe eut of both storm and fever, and whether
God had doue with me yet, or if there vas
sexnethiug more comiug. And 1 haîf turned
rnyseif round and looked, and there vas the
snake j ust creeping out of the felds of rny
coat, creeping up towards my band. 1 could
have fluug it out of the hammook with oe
jerk,-I was just going to do it,-but serne-
thiug held me stili. Something seemedl to
say to nme, IlHe has found me eut at last."
And 1 theught to, myseif that 1 had fled
from before His face and feughit aga.inst I{is
wi]I, se far, but that I would do se no more.
And I thouglit, "lI will not lift a fiugzz cither
way. If it lets me alone I shall hope that
there is one more chance for me; and, if flot,
let it strike and lot me die." So I lay and
looked at it, and it, lookcd at me, and came
crecping up and up towards my face. I
-%vanted te shut my eyes, that at least I
miglit net sec my death ceming near iu suclb
a shape; but I would net let myscif do it.
Then, at last, it, turned slewly away, and
glided off at the side of the bammock there,
and iras gene!1'

IlThon it came eut ail right!1' cried Bill,
whe had been iistening with open eyes.
G Yeu said if it went away you'd believe thcre'
ivas a chance fer yen still, and it did!'

'Ah!1 but I'm net se, sure ef it since,'
sighed bis frîend. Telliug you about it has
broug(,ht itaillback-all I've donc, audit seews
net possible that I should ever cerne te good.
Doesn't that very book that you are hugging
there say that some of us are ereated vossels
of wrath, ordained beferehand fer destruction,
and iu the sarne place it says, 'MVo kczth
;rcsisted Hie wiUt?'

c'ý'"herea'bouts le it that it says that?
asked Bill, loeking grave and turning over
the leaves ef his beloved book.

The ninth chapter of Romans, 1 believe,'
auswcred Thomson, and iay looking at tho
boards above bis head 'with a sad and dreamy
look.

Bill turucd over the leaves for a minute
or tîv<, thon found the place, and pored
over it for some time.

Befere ho had made it eut te bis niind a
trarnpling was heard on deok, and a voice
calliug &Bill,' at wvhich he started up in a
hurry.

'I1 can't make it eut,' ho said; ' its vcry
hard to undcrstand. But there's things in
that same chapter that seem, te me te go
dlean against what yeu were sayiug just new.
1 wish you'd rcad it yourself.'

Re thrust the boek inte the mnan's baud,
and rau. It iras some Lime before ho could
get down agaiu, and irben hie did se he found
Thomson quietly asleep, with the Testament
stili heid fast in bis baud.

A few weeks ]ater this strange pair of
friends were taking leave of ene another on
the dock of the JIIa'ry Al'ice.

1 Good bye!' said the man te the bey.
' Yeu vill sec mie again seme day, perhaps,
but îvith a différent dress and a different
name, aud, please God, with a difféent
charactor.'

And irbat are yeu geing te do now?'
Look eut for the man I robbed, and give

him back bis owu, and give myself te him,
body and seul, till I have set hina up iu the
world again.'

But suppesing yen can't find him?'
Then I shall help evcry other man I sec

in trouble, tiil God takes pity on m, aud
gives me a chance te undo, the wreug I did.
Lad! here's a srnart newBible for you,if you'l
give me your little old eue lu exohange.
And you'I1 fiud a bit of that snake's skin
put in at ene place, te remind yen, wheuever
yen sec it, of me.'

Aftcr bis friend had genie, Bill looked eut
for the suake's skin. And this-was the text
that was marked ou that page -. 1 In the place
whore it wu. isaid unto thtem, Ye are not
2[y pee pie, there 8hall tkey bc cal lecZ the
childr2Lof tlielivingGed.' HELEN SiripTox.
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