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The Grangers and the Parllmunent,

Tho Parlimnent of the Dominion has
ackuowledged that the Patrons of I{us-
bandry aro a power in the country, by a
sclest cominitteo of tho Houso submitting
for their consideration cighteen questions
bearing on tho subject of free trado and
protectien tiow before the country, Nover
wero farmers beforo treated with such
consideration, now they have organized
and intend to have their opinions re-
spected.  No donbt such consideration
would have been given before, but there
were no means of reaching them as a
body ; thero was no head.  The Ghange
has supplied this want by having o sys-
temnatic order of farmers.

Wo would like to ask tho opponents of
the Grango movement how this large body
could be reached so expeditionsly as it
can at prescut, through their various

! Granges having a common head. No
farmer,” on this aceount alone, can have

_:any excuse ‘for not Dbelonging to the

. Order, ogLvery, fannor in reality is a
ba o

M

' other to act iyndividually.
Tho questions proposed include in their
scopo tho whole subject of free trade and
protection. In fact, wo think some of the
questions in substance aro only 1epetitions
of preceding ones, tho difference Leing in
tho wording. 1lowever this may be, we
offer a fow obscrvations on somne of the
enquirics.

The yuestions 4 and L4 (which, wo

‘claim, are one and the samo) about grow-
ing Indiancorn: It may bo stated that
it does not pay to raise corn in Cauada;
we can purchasoe Western corn cheaper
than we can mise it here. There are very
few scasons that corn can be mised pro-
fitably and then only on  particular
soil.  As a staplo crop it is not what
Canadn wants to maise.  Let her stick to
her barley, wheat, peas, Sc.

Sugar beets and tobacco, in 5th ques-
tion, are not our forte.  True, they can
bo raised, but will it pay us? thatis the
point.  The tobacco raised in Canada is
not a commutercial article, or one which
could bo depended upon,  In fact, Cana~
dians conld never make it a staplo pro-
duct.  Adaptability of climate is in
reality the guide of what can bo raised,
The point is not whether such and such
productions can be grown in a country,
but can they be raised to pay the greatest
profit to the producer? 1 a Canadian
farmer can produce a bushel of barley
more profitably than a bushel of corn, and

. a farmer in the Western States can grow
corn as much cheaper than he ean aise
barley—cexchange,

‘Tho cultivation of tho sugar beet and
flax is o question which requires a greater
consideration. It i3 certain that these
can bo roised in this conntry; but take
tho beet for example: It can be mised, as
far as size is concerned and yield, but the
saccharing natter is so loty in proportion
to warmer climates, that we could not
competo with them.  Lxperiments of

wthiare such as not to warrant our

Canadinn farmers in growing that kind of

produce.  Grinding in bond, which is
mentioned in the ¢ireular forwarded, we

sggne..

“In Escontialy, Unity; L Nonecs cntials, Liberty; [n all thing., Charity”

Qe conceive may be wede s Leaelle tay
llli]lu"l'i to makea specnlation of by havines
a taritl, f o duty of <y 10 p o cont. be
lovied, they must have a diawlach or an
l:t"o\‘llll( o inevpmtation, and Lelween the
fmpant and export they will have o eliinea
of amargin, which will como out of the
pockets of tho farmers,

C Womust say that some of the gues-
tions pm}mscd cannot bo atswered define
itely, as it will depend to a cortain entent
on the locality, quality of land, &c., whes
ther stock rainmng, urain, or dairy prorco
19 most profitable; or whether a coumbina-
tion of al} is not the best,

Tho remedy for keeping fumers' sona
and daughters on the farm, proposed in
tho ninth question, is amply answered in
the Grango principles. = Mako forming
more attractive by enhaneing the comforts
of our homnes, and making agriculture
more desirable by developing a higher
social and intellectual cul}tum-impros-
sing on the minds of young men and
women the importance and independence
of farm life.  The remedy does not he
with legislation; it remains with farmers
themselves.  Tho seventeenth_guestion
thero pro‘lmcd is included Tin this,
The manufactures which aro most inti-
mately connected with agriculturo are
certaiuly those of agricultural imple-
ments; and from the opinion of a numn-
ber of those cugaged in their production,
they can be :‘nrnisﬁwd as cheaply here as
in the United States.

Not Paying Their Vebts,

Some of the newspapers aml the out-
side public aro trying to make capital by
saying somo Grangers arc leaving their
old dobts unpaid in country stores and
dealing for cash in large centres.  How-
over this may be, wo do not claim that
Virfug i “integrity dréexclusively cons
fined to Grangers. Tho samo motivesand
passions influence and actuate men, no
matter what they aro called, what they
wear, where thoy live, or what they do.
Because a wan 13 o Granger it does not
follow that his wholo moral nature is re-
gencerated,

The Grange does not claim to make
lionest men out of rogues, butat does say
it wants brotherhiood with no othier than
mett of sterding integrity  If men of
thie Order liave acted t.Tms, they hav every
far forgotten the precepts of the Onder-
“In our dealing with our fellow tuen b
loiest, be just and feer not, and Leep orr-
sclves unspotled from the world.”

The Grango should excrcise its au-
thority in bringing those members to
task if such is the ease.  But we aro in-
clined to the belief that it is only clap-
trap civeulated by parties opposed to
us. It is only human natuve for its
opponents to take the advantage of any
httle secandal they think will injuro its
inflnence.  As wo £aid before, we cannot
deny positively whether debts have re-
maned unpaid or not, but if itison o
par with other representations we have
taken the troublo te find tho coirectness
of, it is very doubtful. A silly story
about the way Grangers blunder i pur-
chasing has been ceulating from one
end of the Y'rovince to *hoother. It was
in the matter of pwrehiasing nutmegs.
Tho way it was done of course was that
the Granger was so profoundly ignorant
he did not know the difference between
a pound and a barrel, and ondered barrels
instead of pounds—a quantity no whole-
sale merchant wounld have on hand at one
time.  What particular locality this hap-
pened in has not yet cowne to light.  Tho
credit in this one transaction is give to
every part of tho country from Gagpe to
Sandwich, Tt is unnecessary to state the
statement carrics an absurdity on the face
of it; and what we aro surprised at is that
rcsrcctablc papers aud men who claim
to havo common sense should give cred-
ence to it, and try to make capital out of

it against the society. It wounld do very
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well ton a foke, Tat when such poneonse
1o tahen wp by owe oppomnts it
they  have o loae  cmee
But let this bo as it way, we wiskito
Lo judied by onr principles and not by
the follies ad aets of mdividoal mem-
lwl\'.

If tho ‘ninciplvs upon which the Or-
dert §s built —considering the dimensions
it 1s assuming-—are wrong, it« own weight
will crushit s and i they are right and
have their foundation based on human
s 2ds and demawded by the new condi-
tions and advancement of the age, it will
last, and the Urange need fear no such
petty attacks,

Wo wonld not lay so much stiess on
this ouly from the fact that newspapers
who claim to vcerpy @ respectable posi-
tion in Canadian jonrnaliam and would
bo loth to deean their editorial colwmns
with suecl lrcuy trash on any other sub-
Jeet, aro full of such tritling quibbles at
present,

It might not be ont of placo in con-
clusion, to recutnmend that our mewnbers
atmn higher and, not be influenced too
much by pecuniary interests—forgetting
tav higher motives of truth, fraternity,
social and mental cultivation.  Any per-
son who joins the CUrange 0 makeo
arerchandise, is unworthy of tho name of
Tatron. Tt is the duty of nembers to
ask does ho join the organization
from a favorablo opinion ho has conceived
of its principles ag likely to advance and
benefit the rest of tho world as well as
himself, or whether it is from the degrad-
ing influence of pecuniary motives.

In speaking thus wo do not wish to
leava the fmpression that there are no
peecuniary advantages to be looked at in
the Grange, but simply that this should
not be predominate, and be used as a
handle to induce members to join.

“The-Depression.

Taxing the inquiries and tho evidence
given Uefore the depression cominittec as
a quide, it would puzzle a person of moro
than ordinary intelligenco to guess for
what purpose said committes was origin-
ated.  There was, no doubt, a necessity
for mquiry into thoe canse of the numerous
failures in business and tho stagnation in
trade, But an inquiry of this kind, to be
beneticial, should bo thorough, and not
for the purposo of serving party or class
interests.  Whether this has been the
crd0 or nat, our readers will be ablo to
judge.  For oursclves, wo fail to sce that
the principal causo of tho depression has
been touched wupon. Tt appears, as far as
wg have been able to glean from a casual
reviow of tho evidence given in tho papers
from time to time, that tho manufacturers
genemlly have acknowledged to consider-
able prosperity,  Most of them have
carned, within a fow years, considerable
fortwaes, showing that they have carried
on their business to advantage.

The favmcer, as well as the manufac-
turer, has been fairly prosperons, It is
only tho mercantilo interests, or a portion
of the laborers and mechanics m tho
cities, that have suffered from the want
of trade and the demand for labor. Ina
well regulated country, the farmers will
always prosper while they depend upon
their own exertious, and not any factious
prevention of competition.  All that any
govenunent can do for the farmer, as o
class, is merely to let them alone, and to
givoe no undue advantago to otherclasses;
as it is obvious that if ono or moro classes
are favored, it must bo at tho expenso of
the rest.  Not that wo believo that any
such assumed advantages by protection
or taxation can, in the cnd, benefit any
¢lasg of tho community, as has been pretty
conclusively shown by the evperience of
the Jate depression.

Aunything, however, that creates fluctus-
tionsg it commerco must, to some citent,
be injurious to all classes, ay it checks
the demand for all kinds of produce,
though it has iess cffect upon that of ag-
ricilture, a3 i is the most necessary.
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Undder thee chewn-tawe it wonkd, in
our opinion, Lo very bad palicy for the
aorienlturt-t to join th e pomatecturer., ox
any other <Jass of the commanity, in asks
i for protetion  The producer of fowml
has a naturad protection any where,  Ho
and his fauily need neves be short of
provi<ion:, and, betides, thevo iy onine
cessant and universal demand for them.
ANl profit i derived from the surpluy of
farm produce. It sustaing all labor, and
without it no other trado or culling could
live. ‘The farmer, therofore, cannot bo
bencfited by any Kind of restrivtive law
or protective duty,  Even if a Chineso
wal‘ wero built around tho country, so as
to prevent imports and exyorts, it could
not benefit the faumer. Supposing he
obtained a higho: monoy prico for his
produce, hic would have to pay more for
all that Lo purchased ; and a3 neither tho
manufacturer nor the merchant could live
on less profit than what would mantain
themselves and their familivs, and assume
ing that thoy had not equal facilities of
production, as the parties shut out by the
wall, the faxmer must inovitably lose by
tho operation, as he would get less rcal
value in exchange for his produco than
ho would have dono in the open markot
of the world. Ono thing we may always
depend on, what wo will call, for want of
a better word, tho genera., instinct of so-
ciety.  What is sanctioned by universal
practice must be correct in policy. In
all our privato daily tmnaactions, we go
to the cheapest market, and by so
doing, wo sell at the dearest, as buying
and selling is only compound bartar: tho
use of moncy makes no difference in the
offect of tho transaction, If we buy cheap —~
we must sell dear. Tho farmer, therefore,
needs no protection; ho is mominde\)cn-
dent, than any other class, beeause there
is always & demand for his produce. It
never yoes out of fashion, and it is not
vady to produce too much, Yrohibitory
Iaws, with respect to tho importation of
agricnltuml produce have been tried both
in France and England, but they were
found to be so injurious o the interests
tlwi,' were intended to proteet, causing
such great distress and Iluctuations in
prices, that after numerous suspensions
thoy were finally abolished altogether.
Whilo they still enisted in England, they
wero $0 injurious to the farming interests
—causing at times oxtremely low prices,
and agnin extremely high prices—~that no
calenlation could be mado upon fanmning
profits. In the thirty years of theirexist-
enee, the were altered five or six times to
relieve tho agricultural distress ; and tho
same number of Depression Comumittees
sav in the House of Commons to inguire
into the causes of such distress.  In the
rear 18335, after tho British Corn Law had

en in existence for twenty yecars, and
had been altered noless than three or four
titnes, the price of wheat was lower by
two shillings sterling per quorter than it
liad Leen for fifty years previons, We
shiould, thercfore, jccry ani.‘, so called,
protection for thoe farmer. Ile isin tho
most independent position of any pro-
fession or calling in the world. Mo has
only to lay out his monoy to the best
advantage to improve his farm and in-
crease his stock; aud under ordinary
cireumstances he may be certain of a
fair share of comfort and happiness. Iie
should never allow hitself to bo depen-
dent on one kind of erop; his husoandry
should be diversified, as if ono crop
inisses anothier may hit, and he will al-
ways have something to sell, which will
fetch a remunerative price.

Insurance,

The intent of & I'ire Tnsurance Com-
any is to pay none other than purcly ace
idental Josses, or thoso arising by design
from ciuses without tho control of the
insured.  This is nanifest from the in-
variablo enstom of Companies when giv-
ing their annual reports to the public of
deploring tho large amount of moncys

pawl for incendiary losses and others aris.
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