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A LUMBERMAN,
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“The Neighbour's Bairn.”

(By Honry Irving, in * tho Greent Rucm.*)

\When, & your ago, wo produced at the
Lyceum, as a first )ioco, the old Scotoh
deama of *“ Cramond Brig," tho various mem-
bers of the company playing in tho ‘xicce
had full choice of whercwithal to wash down
their *“ heed and harriglos " —(of which, by-
the.way, over a hundred wero consumod
during the run)—and the miller’s supper be-
camo s nightly jollity, excopt, porhaps, to
tho Sootch nobility and the king's huntamen,
who, with watery mouths and cager cyvs,
crowded tho wings, forbidden by tho irony
of deamatio fato to enter upon tho scono
until the supper had been cloared away.

This picoo had reminded me of an incident
which came under my noticoa %ood many
yeoars ago. In the off soason of a largo pro-
vincial theatre, 1n which I was a stock actor,
I tock an engagoment at a small town, then
known as ode of tho most thriving acaports
of tho Nofth. The salery was little; the
parts wore long, and thore was not much op
portunity for gaining recnown, Howover, it
was better than remaining idle, as, at the
worst, tho amount of debt to be nccumulated
was minimised. Tho manager was not a bad
fellow, and having been & good actor in his
time, was only too glad to be surrounded by
a class of actors whoso services he could only
obtain by tho opportunity aflorded by the
bright summer—~in thoso palmy days the
darkest and wintriest scason to tho air
comedianor thothorou§hly legitimato trafe( .
fan. Our o;)oning bill consisted of ' Cra-
mond Brig,” * Lord Daruloy,” * Wallaco,
the hero of Scotland,” aud ‘‘Gilderoy, tho
Bonnio Boy,” in all of which I played, be-
sides contributing my share in the National
Anthem, which was right loyally and loudly
sung by the entire strength of the company.
Aftor tho rehearsal of ** Cramond Brig,” our
jolly manager said, ‘Now, hoys, I shall
stand a real supper to-night ; no pastoboard
and parsley, but a real -hcol{)'a head, and a
littlo drop of real Scotch.” A tumult of ap.
plause,

The manager was as good as his word, for
at night there was a real head well equippod
with turnips and carrots, and vhe * drop of
real Scotch.,” The *neighbour’s bairn, * an
important character in the gcenc, camo 1n
aud took her scat as usual beside the nuller's
chair. She was a pretty, sad-oycd, intelli-
gent child of some nino years old. Intlie
course of tho meal, when Jack Howison was
frecly passing the whisky, sho leaned over
to him and said, ¢ Please, will you give mie
a Intle?” Ho looked surprised. She w.s
so0 earneat in her request that I whispered to
hor. “ To-morrow, pechaps, if you want st
ve;y much, you shall have a thimbleful,”

o-morrow night came, and, to my amuec-
ment, sho produced from the pucket of he,
little plaid frock a bright picco of brass, ai d
held it out to mo,

I said, '* What's this?”

“ A thimble, sir.”

‘ But what am I to do withit?"

*“You maid that you would give me o
thimbleful of whisky if I wanted it, and Id
waaot it.”

‘This was said so naturally that tho aud.
enco Iaughed and n})plauded. I looked ov
to tho miller, and found him with tho but
end of his knifo and fork on the table, an.'
his eyos wido open, gazlng at us in astonish
ment. However, wo wero both experience
enough Lo pass off this unrchearsed cffect a.
a part of tho piece. I filled the thimblc,
and tho child took it back carofally to he)
littlo **croepy ™ stool besido tho miller. )
watched her, and prescatly saw her turn her
back to the audienceand pour it intu a hittl
halipenny tin suuff-box.  She covered the
box with a bit of paper, and screwed «n tu.
lid, thus mrkiug the box protty water tight
and put it into ker pocket.

When the curtain fell, our manager .am
forward and patted the child's head. *‘\Why
my lttle gir ," eaid ho, ‘‘you are mte'.
geaius. Your gag is tho beat thing 1 th,

icco. Wo must have it in overy night
ut, my child, yon mustn't drink the whis-
ky ! No, no ! that would never do."”

40, sir, indecd I won't ; I givo you my

word I won't!" sho said, quite carnestly,

and ran to her dressing-room.

*“Cramond Brig” had an unprecedentes
ran of six nights, and the little Iady always
got hor thimbleful of whisky, and her round
of applauso,
she corked up the lormer satcly in the snuff-
box. I was curious as to what she counld
possibly want with the spirit, and who she
was, and where sho camo from. I asked her,
but sho seomed so unwilling to tel), an
turned 30 rod, that I did not press her; but
1 found out that it was the old story—no
mothor, and a druuken fathar,

And ecach timo 1 noticod that ]

1t

]
Still, 1t was strango ; whatcould vhe sant

with the whi~ky—a child liko her? L coutd
not be for the drunkon father. 1 was com.
plotely at fanlt, 1 took a fancy to thelittle
thing, aud wished to fathom her scceret, for
o accret 1 felt sure thero was, Aiterthe
werformance, I saw my httlo Iady come out.
door little cluld! thero was 1o mother or
brother to sco her to her home. Sho hurried |
up tho atreot, and turmng nto the poorest
quarter «f the town, entered tho common
stair of a tumble-down old house, I follow-

Died Like a Gentleman.
A KENTUCKY [LA\V\'BR'S IDKA OF SELF-MUR
DERR WITH{ FROPRIETY, AND lIOW pit.3
RBALIZED IT.

Hayden M. Shouso recontly said, whilo
talking with a friond about & man who

' hlown his brains out, ** It was a dirty thing

to do. Nobody has a right to make a mess

¢d, fcehing my way as Lost I conld, She went
up and up, till in the very top flat ahe on
tered a hittlo room,
moring i tho grate rovealed a sickly boy,
somo two years hor Jumor, who crawled to-
wards her from whoro he was lying bofore
tho tire.

** Liesy, I'm glad ycu'ro home,” he aaid
“ I theugnt you'd never como,”

Sho put her arms round him, laid the poc)

httlo head on her thin shoulder, and toot 4
him over to tho tire again, trying to comfuit )

Willio? "

him as sho weut,

**Is the pain very bad to-mfht,

**Yos,” A sadu * *“yes” I nover heard

* Willie, 1 wish . could bear the pan for
you."

**It's cruol of fathor to send mo out in the
wot ; he knows how bad 1 am,”

. l’{uah ! Wilhe, hush! he might he»

ou,’

“Idoun’t caro! Idon’t caro! I wish he
would Inll mo at once.”

Tho recklessabandon >f the child's despaic
was dreadful,

¢ Hush ! hush! he is our father, and w.
must'nt say ruch things!” This through h.s
fast-falhng tears. Then sho ead, ** Let s
try and make the pamn botter.”

The boy took «ff his shirt.

Tho girl leaned over and put her arm
round him, and kissed tho shoulder; sh
then put her hand into her peekot and took
out the snufl-bo.t,

¢ 0Oh, Willio, I wish wo had more, so ti
it might cure the pamn,”

Having lighted a dip candle, she rubb
tho child’s rheumatic a}muldcr with tho fc -
drops of spint, and then covered up the -
tle thin body, and, sitting beforo the firc,!
tonk the boy's head on her kuev, and beg
to sing hum to sleep.

1 took another look 1uto the room, throu:
the half-open door; my foot creaked ; tho
frightened oyes met mine, T put my finyg »
on my hipsand crept away.

But, as I begau to descend the stair, T me
a drunken man ascending—slipping zu
«tumbling as he ciume. Hc slipped a1
stumbled by me, and ontered the room. 1
fotlowed to tho landing unnoticed, and st d
in the dark shadow of the half-upen door

A hoarse, brutal voice growled, * Wh.t
are you domng thero Y—get up 1 ®

‘-1 eau's, father 3 Willio’s head is on my
kuews ™

“Getupl”

S . gently laid the boy's head on t'e
flaor, paliowed 1t in her Dittlo shawl, and
stood up.

¢ Fathoer, Whllio 18 very s1ck ! you ough*
to try and get lnm cured.”

““Shut up. If I hear another word, I'1
mako you and Inum too keepyoursolves quiet,’
And the brute flung himsclf on s bed.

wuttenng to himself in lus drunken sem-

oblivion, ** Curc him, indeed ! Notif I know
That’s not the way to get tho money :
hus cough 18 worth a lot alone,

- ndeed 1 Not hkely 1

{ ced ovly pretend to-n

frightened by a lond bang,

Tho

%lrl bowed her head lower and lower
I cou

d not bearit, 1 entered the room

Che brate was on the bed already 1n bus he- !

sotted sleep.  The child stolo up to we, and
m a halt-frighteued whisper saud, ** Oh, sir,
aughtn’t people to keep secrets af they kuow
<hemn ?
sher propie’s,
jueen.

I could not gamscy her; so I sard, as
1avely as I could, to tho httle womau,

The sccret sball be kept, but you must
sk mo if you want anythiug.” “Sho bent
ver, suddenly kissed my hand, and I went
- own the stair,

The next mght sho was shy in voming for
o whisky, and I toek care that she had
'od measure,

Tho last mght of our long run of six nights

¢ looked more happy than I had over scen
*t. \When sho came for the whisky she
tald out the thimble, and whispered to me,
ath her poor, palo lifwh trembling, ¢ Yeou

t'll

This with the diguity o o

*“Why " 1 whisper

‘¢ Bocauso ho doesn’t want it now.
tead ! "

Soxs of the most timid gitls are mnot

Ho's

A handful of firo glim-

Curo hun. 1

The black-hearted scoundre! ! 1

think they ought, if thoy ar

of himself in that manuer, Thoro arc 600
difforent ways of committing suicide in &
centlomanly way. Shooting and outting are
hibguﬂin , and no man of sensibility and
“tasto wonld distigure hmeelf.  Opium offers

| the best means of suicide, and if over I con.

i clude to go, I'll take it. A man cango to
liok like a gontloman and wako up at his
teatination. There is no blood, no horror.”

, Mr. Shouso was notod for being singularly

handsome. His face, when ho was younger,

hid beon described ag Raphael:like, and a

maturity of heavy eating and drinking had

not robbed him of his beauty. Hewas s

l.wyee rosiding at Honderson, but his repu.
ation and practioe extended all over Ken.

tucky. Ho was a candidate for the Con:
srossional nomination in tho Second district

‘ast fall,

Recently MMr, Shouse turned from a table

n which ho was writing 1 a publio room of

s.rauger in the room a letter that ho had
‘vritten, It was a request that the person
‘0 whom it waz addressed would receive bis
boly and bury it, and it enjoined a quick
transportation, so that the remains might
n t suffer injury on tho way The Jawyer’s
rauner was distraught, and the listener,
‘eeming bim a lunatio, walked away, with.
oat regarding the matter as of any import.
+1C0,

The matter was soon afterward related to
t'o0 hotel clerk, who know that Mr. Shouse

~d been drinking heavily, and foared that
ho letter had been writton in carnest. He
‘n a physician went to the lawyer's room
awl found him dying neatly in bed from
opium  Everything possible was done to
ave his life, though ho protested againat the
rude treatment, and he died.

Just after his death camnc this dospatch
‘rom hs father-in.-law :

Eraxsviirre, Ind.,, Dec 1.
DAil. Judge, Louiwilte Hotel :

Hayden Shouse is a noble soul. If he is
not dead, toll him to live for Vancie and
Mollie. A thousand friends will sostain
tim. If he is dead, comply with his re-
rjuest, and send bill to me.

8. B, Vaxce.

“Vancie” is Mr, Shouse’s baby and
** Mollie" his widow.

Mr. Shouso made his mortuary prepara.
tious with a degrec of tranquil forethought
which seems somewhat remarkable, Two
weeks ago ho loft his home at Henderson,
spent a mgnt at Evanaville, and came to
Lowsville. Ho had-been drinking, and con.
wnued undil ho made himself sick, when he
usd a doctor and got better. He gambled
r cklcssly for several days, and appears to
have lost about §3,000. The day before his
j ¢ath he pmd up msurance policies on his

.fo to the amount of $8,000. Later he went
s to an oxpress offico, put about $60 in money,
i 'umo private papers, and his watch im a
s uall box, directed it to his wife, pad the
y charges and took a receipt, Then it seems
ito went to his hotel and wrote and read
al.ud &ho lettor before alluded to. This
, rowdiog of a personal matter upon the at.
t.ntion of an utter stranger showed a lack
, v goutlemanhke reserve 20 foreign to Mr.
; ~housc's character as to seem to his friends
,  vidouce of insauity  VWhen he had finished
tho letter, 1t appears that he wont to his
i Tom, took a bath, put un fresh linen, and,
; -aving fixed himsef a8 vicely as he could for

{ the trip ko had 1n prospect, he took the lau.
} dsnum and got into ked.

It 18 said that ho was delicate 1n appoar-
anco, but of aniron will; that he was ad-
aicted at times to the intemperate use of
l:quor ; that he had a rcmarkable sense of
humour, and could bo sarcastic when ho
chose,

On tho night ho died onc of s friends
said :  *“If Shousc could sco these pcos}o
trying to resuscitate him, ho would bo the
maddest man in the State.”

When he was tirst found 1n bed an emetic
was brought to him, and ho was a.xed to
tako it, but he said, ** No, 1 woa't ; I didn’t
tako poison for that purpose.”

No satisfactory rcason is given for Mr.
Shousoc's action, "Self~Hclg;" by Samucl
Smiles, was not found among his etfects. It

is said that hia ﬁambling 08808 WEr0 NO
large cnough to hive cansed fatal unéasi.

the Louisvillo Hotel and to a perfect head

neas. But hid health was-sdabtered and he
feared oonmmftion 3 and, although he hada
wifo and child, it seemed advisable te him
not to live, aad he got away as narrated.

How to Aet in Opse of Fire.

American Bullder.)

Bettor than all the elaborate and ocoatly
apparatus for oxtinguishing fires are con.
atant care and watchfnlness, and quick and
intelligent action on the part of those who
firat (ﬁuoover a fire in prog-c. The fite
which at its beginning could be amothered
with a pocket-handxerchief, or dashed out
with a buicket of water, neglected a fow
hours, lays in waste millions of dollan
worth of property. It there is any time in
which a person should be oool and calm, in

rfect command of hiiaself, it is when he

iscevers a fire that threatens the destruc.
tion of Lre and property. The first thing
to do is to learn precisely where it is3 the
second, to consider the chanoes of extin.
guishiog it, Of jceurse, in cities, an alarm
should at once be sent out, ut at the same
time a vigorous eftort should he made to put
out the ﬁre with tho means at hand ; for
somotimes what the fire engine iz unable to
accomplish when it reaches the soene, can be
done by one or two persons who aot prompt.
ly before the flames have had time to gain
way.

Fintythen. do not be alarmed on acoount
of smoke. Frequently there ixa great deal
of smoko before the fire has made mush pro.
gress. Remember that one can pass through
smoke by keeping his head near the floor, or
by onveloping it in a wet woollen cloth, Oa
entering » room to fight down_a fire lmlo§
handed, keep the door closed behind,
possible, A pail of water and a tin dipper,
in the hatid of a resolute person, uaa te

made to work a mhiracle at the beginning.
If the fire hasp too far to admit
of this course, and it is n to depend

eatirely on outside help, then aee to it, that
every door and window is closed. By so
doing, where there is a fire engine in the
neighbourhood, it will often be poualble to
contine the fire to one room.

Every person who stope at & hotel ahould

take apeoial pains before retiring to note the
location of tho stairways, so that in osse of
an alarm he can tind his way out, even

though the halls are filled with smoks,
Never leavo a room when there is an alarm
of fire without first sscuring a wet fowal,or,
if posaible, a wet aponge or piecs of woollen
cloth, through whish to breathe. If esca
by the atars is cut off, seek an outaide
wiidow and stay there till help comes.
Alove all thin, cool and have your wits
about you. When a Iady’s drees takes fire,
iftl her fatlg on the floor at once ?nd‘ call for

¢p, in the meantime reaching for some rug
or goollen cloth, with which to sinother the
flames. There is nothing new in ‘this ad-
vice. It has been repeated in one form or
another hundreds of times ; but it will bear
ropeating thousands of times,

Py

Zhe Coming Yoar.

There are a number of curious things with
regard to the tigures and thewr ons in
the year 1881, From right to left aud from
left to right 1t reads the same, This will
not happen agan for a long time to come—
just how long we will leave for the reader to
doterrune. The first two tigures of 188),
divided by 2, give 9, and the lmat two fig.
nres, divided by 9, give 9 also. If the fig.
ures of tho year be divided by 9, the guotient
will contain a 9, and if multiplied by 9, the
product will contan two 9's. If the first
o3 figures be added together, the product
18 9, and 1f the last two figures be added,
the sum is 9 also, If the first two be
placed under the last two, and added, the
sum will be 99, and 18 is 29 of 81, By
adding, dividing, and multiplying, nine.
teen 9's are produced, orone 9 for each i;o;r
required to complete the 19th century. The
year that is before usis certainly peculiar in
a figurativo sonse. WWhat else this com-
iog year, that will soon be npon us, may
bring oan bo better told upon the moming
of Jan. 1, 1882, when it will give placc to
its successor,

Capt, 0. A, Home's construction at
Arlington, Ga., went into their tent at night
and wero greeted by the rattling of a dosen
oF more snakes, e ook found one in his
bed wai 00 y. Capt. Horne bad
his men fall into Imo, each one armed with
a stout fonco rail, aad ‘narched to a tnore
agroeable placo for the balaroe of the term,



