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tion, or flutter of spirits, which excites their compassion, or at least di-
minishes their respect.  In & devotional exercise, the influcnce is much
worse than jn any other kind of apeaking,  Whatever apolozy, in hehalf
of a very young preacher, may be made by s fellow-worshppere, il
they will inevitably lose all interest in hes prayer if he proceeds in it with
difliculty himself.

In some cases whete there is no special mistmanagement as to panses,
the speaker niny inflict pain on lis hearere, amonnting in some cases to
distress, by unakilfully going back to correet some shght vetbal mistake
in what he has uttered,  This unavoidably fiea the attention of his fel-
low.wotshippets on what might otherwise have paseed withowt notice,
1f there is nether inpicty nor absunlity in his language, though it may
not have been happily chosen, to cotrect tho wistake is generally worse
than to let it alone.

The samne pauses are required in praver as in any other geave delivery ;
and fos the same reasons—to distinguish the sense, and to give oppor-
tunity for taking breath., But when panses are made between words,
too closely connected to almit of any pause, it occasions an appearance
of embarrasment which the hearers certainly obeerve in prayer, and ces-
tainly observe with pain.

4. Another fanlt is, ton grent familiarity in addreases to God,

Some ncquice the habit, as Newton says, ol talking to the Lord,” in
much the same careless manncr as to Ianguage and voice, as thongh they
wete addeessing a fellowaworm. A man m pleading for his life before
an earthly king, would spenk with serivnsness aud reverence ; much nioce
{s this proper in spenking 10 the King of kings” Zealous and fanatical
men have acquired an nnseemly boldnees, in this respret, from some
things in a kind of sacred pastoral poetry; and in such posticoprose wri-
tings as Mrs. Rowe's # Devant Exercisea:” and in the example of some
eccentric preachers such as Whigelield. It is not uncommon o hear from
those whose devout feelings are questionnble, such expressions as these:
¢ Dearest Jesus, come and #it down with us nt the table which thou hast
spread ;* ¢ Come and mako one with us”?  “The apostles) says
a sennible writer, *will not be thovght cold or Inkewarm in love 10
their divine Magter; yet they never prefixed o his name fondling
epithets  They were too seasible of the infinte distance beiweey him
and themselvesto venture on such irreverence. ‘They «poke to bim, and
of him, in terms not of equal familiarity, but of respectful and awtul ven-
oration, Let those who are accustomed to use such phrases as, * dear
God," and ** dear Jesus.” study the example of the aposiles,

5. I have already glanced at the languuge of censure and of compli-
ment ag dbeing improper in prayer,

On the lattee point & few additional remarks are required. I suppose
there can be no doubt that, on the simple principles of the goapel, flattery
is wrong i all cases. Suppose then, as pastor of & congregation you
make the closing prayer on ile Sabbath, after a brather in the ministry
has kindly preuched for you through the day.  You allade to lus sesmons
in terms such as wordly politeness cimploys on comnmon subjects, thag is,
in tecms of direct compliment.  In thus cancelling nn obligation to a fel-
low worm do you not offend against the sanctity of the place and the oc-
casion, and the dignity, 80 t0 speak, of devotion?

G, The practice of some excellent miniaters to intraduce into public
prayer a direct refercuce lo their indicidaal infirmitics and sins, 1 con-
sider as improper.

My first reason is, that this is turning aside from the common ground in
which the devotions of an assembly can wnite,  T'o acknowledge the
insufficiency of all means in themselves, and the weaknoess and unworthi-
ness of humap instzumems, is proper.  ‘f'o implore Divine assistance in
the dispenaatior of the word, and the Divine bles-ing 10 give it cfficacy,
is of course proper.  The whole assembly can unite in sueh expressiony
of Cliristian feeling,  Bat if the preacher goes ingo confessions of his
own individual weahnesea und sing, can the awewlly jown in his confes.
sions, or shall they suspend their devotions in the meantime )

There i3 a second difficulty on ths point.  The decorum belonging to
the pulpit makes it less proper for the preacher than for any othee public
=peaker 1 bring himself into view 10 any prominent manner; hence, na 1
have before reniarked, personal apologies, which might be proper perhaps
in a secular oration, conld not be tolerated in & sermon.  For ohvious
reasons every thing of this sort is still less tolerable in prayer.  Butif [
mistake not, the preachier’s confessions 1o God of his own ifirmities and
defects aften have the aspect of an apology to the ‘audience, For my-
self, 1 must say, that the most marked ciuses of this sort which T have
witnessed have made an aistinctive nnpression on my mind, even from
childhood, of something hke ostentatious humitity.

I have left myself room, in the close of these Lectures, for ouly a few
hints of advice as to occusional prayers. The most general ono is—~Shun
yourself, at all events, things which you have marked as prominent favhs
in the prayers of your brethren,

Another and more particular advice is—"U'ake care to make your occa-
sional prayers appropriate. I have more than ouce heard a minister proy
at a funeral with all manner of prayer and supplication, but with no other
reference 1o the occasion than nnugit be expected in a commen prayer on
the Sabbath when thie notice of a death had been requested. Instead of
this miscell , unse ble mention of every thing, remembher at a
funeral you arte limited to one subject, With that your prayer should be-
gin and end. I say the same thing respecting prayer at a marrisge, an
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ordination, a baptism, at the communion table, and in the chamber of sick-
ness.  On every such occasion yout vetitions should have respect 10 one
leading subject,

Adto praying with the sick, you will fiad 1t aometimes a delightinl,
but afiener a veey teying duty, calling alwaya for the exercise of kinde
ness and wisdom, and oceastanally of a gesolute pastoral fidelty, ‘Ihe
paints to which I téfer vary so much with the age, mtelhgence, rank in
hife, religions character, degtee and kind of sicknese, with jts probable
termination, the bodily and mental state of the sufferer, &o., that | cannot
pretend to give advice adaptesd to citeumsiances so diversified—cizcum-
stanees, inderd in which nothing but your own experieace and jodginent
can be an adequate gude,  \When you are catled 1o pray witha sick person
who has heen both ignorant aml earelees concerning teligion, and whase
apprehensions are naw awakensd by present danger, let your langnage be
so chosen as not to give n mistaken impreason,  Conudering how liahle
those of whinm | apells are * to entch at every shadow of hope,” the wise
est ministers have avoided using the comton appellation, * Thy scevant,
thy handnaid,” leat the indiwiduals concerned should ignorantly draw from
it a favourable opinion of their state.

Inn the family prayers ol mmisters the moet common finlta that T have
observed are— ton much length ecpecinlly at evemng 3 too little varity of
matter and expression ; or, which amonnts to the sune thing, too little
adaptation to the state of a family.  When you ace called to pectorm thie
service, especially when abroad, for vatious reasans, the youthful part of
the family, as cluldren and servants, should not fail to be mentioned in
these easons of devotion,

JOHN BUSS—TIHE BOHEMIAN MARTYR.

Our English wornd, #lirs —cxpressive of th Iaat degreo of misory andt
degradation, was vriginally the designation of a race, who aro destined,
it would appear, to take a_prominent pineo in tho fature history of
the warld s and to rechaine for therr name, its original signification~we
* glory"—in the wotldly, or at lcast, tho martial impert of the terin.—
“"The Selavonie nations oceupy a muc' laeger place on tho earth than
in histary”—it has been troly snid of the past ; but the verdict may soon
bo seversed, in the presenco of victorivte nrims.  As n race, they sre
the most numerovs in Europe, and ocenpy the largest portion of its terris
tosy 5 though, as yet, they are not united under any commbvpn head.—
‘They - nunber, in all, somo eighty millions ; oi tacse, over fifiy-threo
wmillions aro subjecis to Rossin; about seventeen millions, subjects of
Austrin, and six millions are, nominally, subjecte of Tuarkey,  All of
them are, nominally, Clirlatians, savo somo 80,000 Moahinedans, in Bos-
nia, the only mstance in which that superstition has laid & permanent
hold upon Fnropeans. By far the greater number bolong to the Greek
church, and only a million and a halt chiefly in Poland aud Hungary, call
themselves protestants. ‘Tho place which Russia now occupies it the
eye of the world, is a chief but not the only ground for the impression
that this race is about to perforin a prominent part in the aflairs of tho
world.  ‘They have been oppresed and outraged by the other races, with
whom they have been placed in consact ; especially by tho Germanie
nations.  ‘Fhey have many well-remembered injuries to redress; and as
the governments, under which they havo been placed, become perplexed
or enfeebled, they becomo formidable, 1t happeus, at the very time that
tho ancient thrones of Germany are least seeure, that an extraordinary
intelleetual activity pervades the Scluvouie nation 3 and a number of cire
emnstances conspire to enconrage a tendency which has been further
promoted by recent ill-judged endeavora to inflame national anmnositics,
or rather, animositics between different races, politically united under
tho same governments,  ‘This tendeney is what fias heen known of late,
as }’unducinm, from which, it is impossiblo to say how much humanity has
to frar. .

Besido the bond of a common religion—by which Russia sceks to bind
1o herself the members of the Greck chureh everywhero the fact, that
she stands at the head of the race of which we speak, furnislies her with
another important iustrument, both of extending her own influence, and
placing other governments in jeopardy. The result of tho late attempt
of Hungary to throw off the Austrian yoke, has been a great accession
1o Russia, of influcnce over.the southern Sclavonians ; and has opened
hier way to gain over to her interest those portiuns of them whe endure,
with reluctance, the  dominion of Turkey. How fur sho has improved
the opportunity, will be known ounly when tho Ottoman forces or their
alites, meet with any serious reverse ; or when the presenco of a suffi-
cient Russian army hold out the hape of protection in rebellion, When
we reckon the various elements which threaten tho world’s peace, and
render tho state of affuits complieated beyond alt the reach of human
sagacity : this must not be overlooked.

It has been suggested, that tho most succesful means of averting the
danger which threatens the world from this quarter, would he to promote
the gpread of protestant principles among them.  And alas? too many
nominal protestants havo no higher faith than that which might be fairly
played off against the politico-religious influence of Russia. But, it
would bo a strango sight in the world—a band of christian Missionaries
going forth, backed up by such a policy, and preaching with such an aim.
And if the Czar may go on, unimpeded, till the fruits of such & nission
shall block up his path, the world is undone. Thero is a highor mission
for ttuo disciples of Christ than to make proselytes to & protestant faction,
as an antidote to Panslavism and the political intrigucs of Russis. T'he



