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vere. The vcry fact of our bein- able to
hiolti otîr gromnul on a station, wlîcre teacli-
ors have not prced lis is consitlercî lîcre
as a hopeful sigîî for the future

MANIFOLD DIFFICULTIES.

0f course among sich a people WC an
flot rcasonabhy expeet t0 sec miieli mii-
provement for several ycars. Thl an-

uage muist be redîtccu to1 a uvritten forîn,
and inîstruction given, lieforo thie lieart cani
be totîclîctl by the Spuirit of Goîl. 110w%
îîîalîy obstacles Satani pints iii otîr way;
wvlit almost iiîsuipcrahlc difhictilties have
to be met and overcoîne t>cforc, a lîcathn
people ein be Cliristianized ! Coulîl yotî
but sec the horrible deptlis t0 whiich tey
have sîînk, andt lîcar thie langîiage of tiîcir
social meetings, you wouid feci constraincti
t0 ask :.-" Oaa tliese bones live V'

DEAD AND DEGRADED.

Our people, like tic rest of the isianders,
are pcrféetly satisfiei îvith thîcir condition.
'fhey, have no aspirations aftcr anytliing
iîiglier than the inore gratification of tlîcir
sensual appetites and passions. Thcy love
tlîeir abîomin~able practices, their religion
anti tlîeir revelries. Thîcy arc Weil cnoîigh
acqîîainted with the Gospel t0 knowv its re-
strictions, 10 îîndicîstanîl tliat accepting it
tiîey must abandon many things in vh icli
tlîey now take sti1 )reme delighît ; wiiile on
thîe con îrary tlicy know little or nothîing of
the Gospcl's blcssings. Is it anry woader
tlien that tlicy oppose us, and seek to keep
away îiat 'vhtiei tlîey firmly believe brings
sickîîess and deatx to, many.

BAD INFLUENCES.
The influence of thc traders lîeips tocon-

firm tlîcm in thîcir erroneutus vicuuýs of the
truth. Liqiior is no'v used by these white
hieatien to, enable thiiem to carry awvay the
natives. Evcry kind of deccit and trcach-
ery is employcd to, destroy tiiese poor
uvretcis F i siîs of our young men
have beca away laboring amoîîg whîite
mon, la Queenslaiîd, New Caledonia anîd
tic Fijis for periocis ranging froni one to
five ycars ; anid so far as as 1 can leara flot
one of îlîem has beea benefited by his ab-
sence fîomn homo; but on the otlier hîand I
could give you abundance of evidence
shewving that they are mucll the worse
fromn their contact with white mnen, not-
withstanding whiat Anthony Trollope may
say to the conîrary.

OUR WORI.

These natives hiave as a rule had ait
tlîcir dealings ivith dislioncst traders and
planter *s, s0 that the missionary must spend
some lime among them before hoe can con-
vince themn that h ie too is flot a deceivor.
Their confidence must be gained bofore

anything cise can be donc, and that is no
casy maiter. I1owvecr, it, is to0 overcome
ail thcsc difficulties, to gain thoeir conti
dence, to teaci thein tic hlcssings of the
Gospel, and iînpart to thecm its gioriotis
triitlhs, so as to elevarte thcmn to Christian-
ity, that WC lirc hcrc.

OUR 1101E.

To accomplibli this %vc stand flot in Our
ow),.n strength. " O tir stifiiciency is of God."
We Ceci that Hc wvilI bless us Ili lus work
Bretlhrcn, pray for us, that wc miay enjoy
the donlîle portionI of tie spifrit !WC havean important field, worthy of more talents
and piety than %vc possess. Th2e nuîner of
our people is flot perhaps over 500, but
many of them are youtlis and children-
the inaterial %vc so mu-h neet or tie futurt
chureli iii tîtese isians-The great diseoni-
ragenient in miany parts of lEfiue and cIse-
where is the searrity of children, but of this
we cannot cotaplain. Otir people are the
most infitnential on this side of Fate ;and
they arc a terror to many of the inlanti vil-
lages. XVere our isles to embrace thîe Gos
pet tie strongholds of the encmy on Fate
wonild bc ncarly gYone. We hope to be
able to report some progrcss hy the nexî
mail.

OUR LOY.ELI'iESS.

Our bands have been alhnost tied thus
far from want of' servants or hips t0 gyet
the place in order. WVc liad no aid what-
ever since 1)ccmber hast intiI we returneil
from Synod meeting. Tfli work, on a ncW
station is so great tliat we could not finit
time 10 visit the peop)le v-ry often, anti
wvhcn I liad time and catild Ictive Mrs. A.
alone, Ii dreadcd the work of drawing iii

my boat on nîy rcîîîrn. Thli anxicty and
lor, togte -i-îeposure to this mala-

nious cliiatc, provcd alnîost too muchi for
Mrs. A.'s strength. On tic 8tlî of Aprit
she took 1' rnitteîît fever" pretty sevcrely,
being confiiicd to lier lied for over four
wecks, anti part of tliat time completcly
heipless. Thuis iîicrcased my labours anti
anxieîy. Ait thie work devolvedJ upon nie,
thcre Lot hîeing a soîti about the place, be-
sides ourseives. save whea somne savagte
visitor tnîîde bis appearance. Mrs. )IL-
Kemîie spett wo diys %vith us, but not bc-
ing %%ell lîerseif she coud tiot remitin long.
or. It is under £îîch circuinstances tlit
one feels the loss of the advantages ofeiviliza.
tion an i the loneiinesso fmission life. lloiv
evor, the Master wvas very nca- anti greatly
cornfortedl us both even ini the midst of a'
fliction.

It was my duty to send the Minutes of
Synoti to you tliis ycar, but t0 save a great
deat of writing the Clcrk is scnding a copy
of them, with Dr. Steel for publication in
Sydney, anîd a printcd to copy wiht be for-
wartted t0 you. 'flire is ltule aews of
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