
1lannah onfred the custornary good wishecs.
lIt is inded a rnost suitîtble inarriage, and wve arc quito pleilscd
at t. o nw, ny dlear, let bygones bo bygoues. Will yoit corne

with Bernardl to imeet Lady Dunisîore at dIinnoir on Fridlay, 1"
Nover was there a more coniposodl putting, of the siadle uipon the

,wrong horse, ignoriing eiverytliiiîîg- thaï; iù was.tOdrisab)le to ignore, for
the saeof convcîîienco. .A11n iniy a womnnn, prifdent andl worldly-
-%ise, wvould have accepted it as sticbk Ihît, uiifortiiiiîately, Rlannali
,vas iiot a prudent wonman. Again.st certain inmiecs Il ir i
rovolted wvithi a fiercencas thiat slipped ail self-control.

Sho -glanccd towàrds Bernard, but blis eyes -wero turned away; he-
bad thle nioodly, unconifortablo look of a man dlragged iunwiliiigly into-
-womcnei's wars. Thirown back uI)ofil herseif, alono, quite aloine, pridoe
whisp)erecl that she inîst, act a% if she -were alouîe. as if his love were
al! «L dre-axu, and shie once more tho solitary, iiudopoîeiinLt ILannalih
Tlielluison,> Whlo, for'lorni as slie was, liad always beexi able tili now to
1)01(1 lier ownl; h-ad uîever yet exlperieiicedl an inisult; or subinitted
taînely to ail iuijury. Slue wold fl ot, now.

I tlîank voit, Ladly Riivers, for the troitble yoit ha.ve takzen, bilt
itwxiiI be qito impossible for nie to accept youir invitation."

Ladly 1Rivers iooked anmitzcd. Thait any conicessioii she imadle sliotld
not, ho joyfally rcoied tat anvy invitation to the -iMoat--loiise-
should ixot bo accepteod -vith avidity; the thing was nidiculous. S'le
pause(l a momeont as if doiibting shie biad hcardl arigblt, a:tnd theon ap-
1)eided to Borad

I ryassure 'Miss Thelluson th-at shie need niot licsitaie. I hanve
watchcd( lier iiarrowly of late, andf have quiito got, over any littie pre-
judicca I miglit have liad. I andI the girls wvill be deligbtccl to sec
bier. Do persuadle lier to coule -vith yoii."

1Excuise ume, but I alivays beave M1iss Thielluson to decide for-
herself."

The coldl voice, thc indifférent inaxîniter, t]ioughi shie kziNe botli 'ere
atdvisabIe and inievitable, srnote II:înnah to the core. Tiiet bitter
position of love and no love, tics mal no tics, sceniedl to de lie er
aliiiost as if she hiad beeni really the vile, tbixîg thiat Soie people
thouglit lier.

E>n livers is ri ght," Slue -said. 11I ilust cbecide for nîyself. You
wishced ily visits to yout te cease ; I acqlliececd; it ivill not ho Se easy
te resie tlîcr. Aý's Mr. R5ivers's sister-iiu-la-w andl hiouseke.eper S1

slill lwas b hapyto sc vi ye Iibis biouse, buit 1 feair yout ntst

ofrtr youl aL cip of t.ea ?"
lir îainrgcî:eas iL n, ililicd a, esoluit.ioi -strolig enloughi

to surpr-ise evciî J3cruard. Foir *.Itldy Rivcrs, sile coloitred., ceun bci-
neathlier <le-i*tcat og-u slie %vas too p)rud(ent to takze offence.

"Tiaikl yoit. Yoiur tea, as I said,. is always excellent; ;uîd per-
haps %vllein ive have nmore attractions to ofièr you, -%c nuay yet Seo voit
at the Iotlitus.T tuIe ]nezeatime,ý 1 hope, Bernardl, thiat -Mliss
Thelluiseu's absence -%vi11 not; necessitate youtrs. »

And suce looked bardl at huxui dcterîincdie( te Iidi liow lie feit in the
matter, and( te penetrate, if p)ossible, thic xact, relations betwcen the.
two.
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