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Hints to Bee Keepers,

————

1 wish to answer some questions through
sour valuable paper, which 1 think I can answer
est by relating my own experience :—

1. As to which is the best honey-bee.  One year
ago I hought a colony of Italians (have since found
that they wore hybrids, but not till I had hybridized
some thirty colonies), that filled seventy Langstroth
frames with combs, honey, and brood for meo last
scason, and gavo ofl four swarms besides, while many
of my black bees did nat swarm, and none swarmed
more than once, and did not gather stores cnough
for winter. I was amused to read our friend’s adviec
in the IJield and Factory—**Not to run off afte
Italian bees, but to put our home beesin o box-hive
with glass honey-box in the top,” when I was then
taking honey and brood every week fram my Italians
to feed my blacks. I do not know that ihey will
8o well overy timo, but this expertence has made mec
hopeful, and alsospend my money freely for puie
queens for further trial.

2, At what price can queens be sold? That de-
pends on one's skill, location from black drones, aund
convenience for shipping. If you have no butter
luck than I had last year with neuclei hives, you
would say nono for sale. Ihad at one time thity
},'oung 3ucens in ncuclei hives, and twenty-cight

ollowed their queens off on their bridal tour, and ]
lost one of the remaining two in introduecing, 1 have
lost about one-half in intreducing ; others have been
more successful, and I hope to be s0 1 future.

I havo mado several blundera. Ono was in mt
giving the neuclei hives brood to keep ¢t~ 1o s
nursing till the queen came back,  Another a3 in
waiting till May to transfer, after I had gotten a full
crop of drones hatchod for the bees tocarry through
the season. I think the best tune to transfer bees as
far South as Jacksun, Miss., is in March or first of
April. {na latespring my best sucecss in Italian-
izing has been to give the colony brood 2ad let them
rear their own queen.  The drawback to this plan is
that you kecp the colony so long without a laying
queen, that it checks their progress for the season if
in the spring ; if in the fall, there are too many black
drones ior pure fertilization.

I have ordered a fifty-four queen cage nursery,
and wiill report when I have tried it lor rearm,.
queens, Don't jump into beo keeping thmking to
gct a world of honey, and make no tmistakes as [ have

ono. Go slow.—W. F. STANDEFER, in JFurmers
Vindicator.

P.S.—] thought hee quilts uscless in this climate,
but on seeing so many dead Lees after the first hard
cold, I looked and found the inside wet with con-
densed moisture and many dead bees still on the
combs on the outside of the rluster, I hastened to
cut up old quilts and blaukets in picces to lay
over tEcm. On examining them after sleet of 6th of
January found no dead bees. Bees all dry and nice,
only the quilt was very damp, and the under side of
the top was quite wet with condensed moisture from
the bees. You can learn but little about bees with-
out & hive easily inspected and looked at %{Ec% s

Some Facts about Bees,

1 was ’uscd the other day at a gcutlem:m when
I informed him that a working bee did not live more
than two or three months, *“\Why, I thought they lived
all the time, as I never sco no dead %ces around,
1 guess you don’t know what you are talking about,
You'll tell me next there ain't no king, cither. I
beliove you are lying, for my father knew all about
bees, and that’s what he told me.” 1 suppose there
are many mero like him, who think they know all
about bees, and do not know anything after all.

The queen lives from three to four years. The
drone’s life is very uncertain. If honey is plenty, they
tolerato them in the hive ; should loney be scarce
they kill them quickly, as they want no idlers when
in adversity. The workers live from sixty to ninety
days during the summer, and fromr three to five
months during the winter.

A good swarm will consist of about 30,000 bees,
the queen laying from 2,000 to 3,000 eggs a day, the
worker hatching out in about 21 days: soit is easily
understood why a colony keeps itself up, and throws
off swarms.

The drones hatch out in 24 days. They do nothing
and are only brought into the world to impregnate
tho queen. After that duty is performed they have
nothing to do, at least it has never been found out
what they did, except to cat honey.

After swarms have been hived, place hoxes on top
for extra honey. It s better to be too soon than tuu
late. It you are Iate putting the boxes on, -ou may
tiot get any extra honey, for when the? o8 filleu
they become lazy, and hang about the entranco in
clusters,

Intw framo hive you can extract the honey and
keep then at work, as they vill try to keep tho huve
tull,  Knowmg this we take advantage of thim, and
axtract 3U0 or 400 pounds in one season—not honey
m tho comb, but strumed honey.—Cor, Rural Suuik-
<ricr.

{Hints from Bee-kecpors,

1 several days of rainy weather should suceced a
warm commng off, they may die ol famine, if timely
relief of houey is not given to then — IFv/dnian,

Que-ns are not equally fruitful. While some bried
slowly or nut at all, others will speedily mcicaso i
prodigious numbers,—Keys.

No truo lover of bees, I am persaaded, ever Lighte
the fatal inatch that was to destroy lus Little wno-
sents with hivid flames and a smoke that strkes thew
{ead with 1ts intelerablo stench, without much con
-ern and uncasiness.— White.

1t 1s commonly the practice to rub the inside of the
uve with aromatic herbs, or soiutivn of salt, or other
substance. Dut the most expertenced bee muater
lcems this altogether unnesessary, as it can be at-
cended with no advantage whatever.—/Iackor,

Always have the cheerful rays of the morning sun

il unnan vour hiveg ; bt contrive to throw a shade
upon their front for a few hours in the middle of the
Wy WL WG Wedelied 13 Vet ot. dudh a thade
will be grateful to your bees,—Nutt,

Bees express not more love to their keepers than
rangers, but they (ther keepers,) being used t
them, with greater couinlence venture among than
which some tmore fearful) beholdang, faney that th e
bees respeet and love thom more than strangers.—
Purchase.

Workers alone have the property of secreting wax
Seales of it ranged v pairs ate contaned m 1wt
receptacles under the lower segments of the abdo
anen. This substance 13 produced by a pai-

wular organ, after the manner of other sceretions.—
Huber,

Yeterinary Depavtmend.

——

Psolapsus Uteri in a Cow.

—

I would feel oblized by your opinion as to the {ol
towmg cane of prolapsus uteri:—The cow calves
about two veeks ago, 1t was a case wheremn the for.
tegs camo all nght, but the head csuld not be got at
being far down in the pelvis,  Being a big, roomy cow
1t was thonght advisable to extract the calf as it lay
I'his was done, although not without much force.
The cow did nt seem much the worse for a day or
two, but afterwards the cali-bed came partially down
and has been mre or less so ever since.  The treat
ment has been to stitch the vulva and bandage ; but,
unfortunately, the cow strams so much tonac the
stitches rarely hold more than a day. She has alsc
been blistered across the loing, and had a few doses
of laudanum. She scems to be pretty well otherwise.
What further treatment wounld you suggest? I sup-
pos% slg will bo of no use to breed with again?—
A B C. .

It is a pity that the calf was forcibly extracted.
In a big, roomy cow, with a little time anu patience,
by putting cords round the fore fetlocks, and then
returmng the calf into the womb. the head is gener
ally got readily cnough into a natural position, and
delivery 1s eastly effected. A large proportion of the
datficult labors and casualties of calving depend eithes
upon the attendants bewg in tpo great a hurry and
desirous unduly to precipitate the event, or upsn
their ignorantly and carelessly neglecting to examine
the position of the calf in the first stage ot parturition
so0 soon as the water bag bursts, whilo the feotus has
yet made small advance towards the outward pas-
sages, and when an unusual or faulty position can

with comparative ease be put to rights. Many of

these cases of straining after calving and prolapsus
uteri are difficult to wemove. Sometimes there is
bruising and laceration of the walls of the vagina,
with much irritation, discharge, and swelling of ex-
ternal parts. The fitting treatment in such cases
consists 1n fomentations externally, and the injection
daily of a very mild astringent solution, with which
tincture of belladonna should be united if there is
much disposition to straining. A retained portion of

placenta, a clot entangled in the contracting womb,
ot some purtions of (hall or other forcign body whick
dot returned with the prelapsed uterus, prove come.
mon catses of straining atongst recently calved cows,
Relief is generally obtained 1n such cases by injecting
tepid water into theuterus, If there is any bad smell,
as from a dead calf or retained after birth, a little
Uondy's fluid may be mixed with the water injected,
Lndeavor, if posstble, to fin wut the particutar con.
Ltion on which the irritatio « and conscquent strain.
A depend.  Restrict the animal to a tolerably con.
entrated mash diet. Bulky roots and indigestible
{odder mechamcally foico t{;o womb backwards, or
by er-~iting indigestion develop retlex mischicf. By
wundanco of short litter have the patient’s hind
varts well propped up. Straining is otten greatly
hated 'y moisteming the external organs of gener-
Aron with © dlulonna extract, rubbing in the same
lown the inside ot the thighs, and injecting, besides,
a few diachins dissolved in half a pint of tepid water,
tf strammng still eantinues, give every two hours, or
when 1t becomes troublesome, eight minims aconite
_incture, and half an ounce belladonna extraet, mixed
in a pt of tepid lmseed or other grucl.  You will
prubably have to continue he stitches and bandage,
As the patient has already survived her calving fu?ly
+ fortmight, she is likely eventually to recovir; but
ier present troubles increase the risk of her again
needing safely, and suggest the desirability ot her
sung fatted for the butelier.—Ne 2. Agriculturist,

Treatment of Cowra

Never turn your cattlo on wet clover for the first
ime ; or on dry clover for more than fifteen minutes
or g0 the fiist day ; they will probably eat enough to
hurt them, if allowed., Defore turning out every
norning and every evening, give each cow a bushel

o' cut hay, moistened aud mixed with four quarts of
niddlings (wheat bran 28 lbs. to the bushel,) keep
«an account of the produet, and if it will pay to feed
me peck of bran at a feed always mixed with the moist-
ned cut hay, doso: remember that you get §15
vorth of manure from every ton of bran you feed.
i hero are several kinds of bran; get the right kind.
Cut your hay twoinches long,” to make animals
hew it well and to prevent short peces from ine
juring their gums,
dow three vushels of oats and or~ Jf peas per acre
med, carly, on good ground for helping out the
asture in June ; drill some corn—3 bushels per acre,
-he latter part of May—cvery few days,—to feed the
rattle during August and September. Three geod
wcres thus managed will, with a ve-y little grass to
cun to, keep 15 cows till cold weather ; if you have
never tried it you have no reason to doubt it: try it.
Make one acro rich and plant mangold-wuitzel on
it for wmter feeding ; putit for 1,000 bushels per
ere and 1n the fall budd a good cellar to keep them
n; and make butter all wmter when you can get the
west price for it: we mako a mistake when we stop
nakng butter in the winter; more work but moe
pay.~—Maryland Larmer,

Coric 1y Tlonses.~A “sureremedy,” it isasserted,
s to take a single handiul of salt and rub 1t on the
ack right over the kidneys—rubhng briskly until
che salt dissolves, and longer, if necessary.

Crarcoay For HovEN.—There isabundarce of tes-
ti nony to the cffect that a small (}nmntit} ~half to a
torcupful—of finely powdered charcoal mixed in a
bottle of water and given to a bloated animal will
afford speedy relicf. ~Let it be remembered.

Kipycy WoryM Paratisigs.—A correspondent of
the Western Rural says:--The most cffectnal cure
that [ have ever seen tiied 1s the sanple plan of taking
a pieze of light board, ahout six inches wide, striking
the hog across the small of the back a few strokices
several times a day. I have seen 1t tried in nuracrous
cases where hogs had been down for weeks, and have
never knownof a failure. It is worth a tuial,

Covucn 1¥ Swine.—A IHamilton Co. (1owa) corres-
pondent of the Rural World says: ¢ 1f the shoats
ara not doing well, and the hair or Uristles do not
hie smoothly—the shoats Laving been fed principally
on corn, and they go coughing around—we come to
the conclusion that they have got wormns, and a tea-
sooonful of turpentine is then given to each, in the
form of a drench. If the conghing does notcease in the
course ot # week, give asutuer spoonful ; usnally, thio
first dose will besufficient. If L gs arefed plenty
of salt and ashes, the worms haidly ever get the ad-
vantage of them. Sulphur and stone coaland char-
coal are good preventives of diseascsin swine. Hogs
are very fond of charcoal, and also of salt.”



