
THE CHIItÙSTIAN.

CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE.
A few remarks were made on this cubject in a former number, in

reply to " SeneX." Since then we have learned that the querist
is a very intelligent, and most excellent baptist brother. The motives
that prompted the suggestions made by hiin were, we doubt not, the
purest. ilad we then known the state of things at which ha was look-
iag, when he made the communication, a very different reply would have
been given. Not that it would have, in any thing, opposed the former
article ; but, from the study of the Word of God we have learned to
answer ail inquirers vith reference to their circumstances.

John preached repentance to all ; but his definite instructions. as ta the
manner in which the.y were to manifest its fruits varied, with their pecu-
liar circutnstances. In the same manner, the aposiles replied to the
interrogatories of anxious sinners. To the unbeliever, faith was pro-
elaimed ; to the believing, reformatioan and baptisr ; and to the peni.
tent believer, " arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling
on the name of the Lord." Acting on this principle-having in our
mind, one with whom (every week) we break the monumental loaf-
and supposng that he might possibly be opposed to the manner in Nvhich
he imagined ive desired to see the congregation edified, our exposi-
tion of christan forbearance, though purely scriptural, had direct refer-
once to that point; and so with the other queries. But now having
learned that our Baptist brother had the "I Evangelical Union" in his
eye, or the degiee of fellowship which should be extended to those who,
notwithstanding their prayerful devout lives, refuse to obey the com,
mand of the loly Spirit, " Be baptized every one of yon in the name of
Jesus Chiist for the remission of sins," &c. the question is an impor-
tant one. At present we cannot do it justice ; but ie will endeavour to
state it fairly, and make a fe-w preliminary statements, which we hope
may suggest such a train of thougbt as %%iil Iead to faourab!e results :
Does christianfforbearance require of those who take the Word of God
alone as their rule offaith and duty, an a"ewal of christian fellowship
for those who, sofar as men can discern, live devout prayerful lives,

Ulthough evidently PE1VERTING af'-COIUNTERFLITING or ENTIWELY NE-
G LEcTING some of tte.pUsilive ordinances of the Gospel ? There was
a time when our old, uncompronising Baptisls would, without hesitation,
answer: " We bestow our christian fellowship on ail who give evidence
of being the Lord's people; but we can grant church fellowship only ta
those nho have been imnersed, and belong tclitirches of our faith apd
order." How far the " open co nmunion" principle has extended, or
what effect the " Evangelical Alliance" lias had on the Baptist commu-
nities in, general we are unable to determine. But the change must be
very great, when dignitaries of the " Church of England" and the long
persecuted and stigmatized " Aaabaptist" can meet as the disciples of
the same master, together with the whole phalanx of self styled van-
gelicals, and commune in every thing except, perhaps, the " Sacramet,
of the Lord's Supper."

We refer not to this malter from any feeling of jealousy because the
Baptists have been so highly honored after aIl the dishonor that bas b.en
heaped upon them, and the persecution and sufforing which they hp,vP


