Nov. 22, 1907 .

LESSON,—SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1907.

The Death of Samson.

Judges xvi,, 21.3L
Read Judges xiii-xvi.

Memory verses 28.30.

Golden Text.

Be strong.in the Lord and the power of his
_ might.—Eph, vi, 10.

 Home Readings.

Monday, November 25.—Judges xiii., 1-14.
Tuesday, November 26.—Judges xiii, 15—
xiv., 4. 3
"Wedneeday, November 27.—Judges xiv., 5-
0.
Thursday, November 28.—Judges xv. 1-20.
Friday, November 29.—Judges xvi.,, 1-20.
Saturday, November 30.-—Judges xvi., 21-31.
{ Sunday, December 1.—Eph. vi.,, 1-18.

e

[ FOR THE JUNIOR QLASSES.

Have you ever tried to see how big your
muscle is? But really there is no need to
ask that question, for there isn’t a boy who
doesn’t eagerly watch his muscles and work
to make them firmer and stronger. Is it a good
thing to be strong? Indeed it is, and we
sbould all do what we can to make and keep
ourselves strong. Does anyone remember the
name of a very strong man who lived many,
many years ago? Yes, there were both Her-
cules and Samson. (Talk awhile of the Greek
hero, and then return to the Bible story). Our
lesson for to.day is about Samson, a man
whose name means ‘sun ke, or ‘sunny.
Probably his mother called him that because
hs was such a merry, bright little chap about
the home, and perhaps, too, because God had
given her this little boy in a very special
way. Anyhow Samson grew up to be a man
fond of fun, full of jokes, and some of his
elever sayings are kept for ue, in the Bible.
But more than anything else about him, we
learn how very strong he was.

Tell in as graphic a way as possible, some
of the incidents in Samson’s life. Draw the
lesson that God can make use of our strength
if it is properly devoted to him, but if it is
misused or if we break away from our service
to God as Samson broke his vow, our great
strength may lead us only to evil.

FOR THE SENIORS,

The force of to-day’s lesson lies in its being
the toncinding chapler in the story of Sam-
son’s life. Separated as the stories are, it 18
not generally realized that Samson was a con-
temporary of Samuel, living much in the same
region of Canaan. Material in the rough as

~Samson wag, God could, and did use him for
' divine purposes so long as there remained in
Bamson the knowledge that he was bound to
God by even so slender a cord as the outward
performance of a vow. The crudity of Sam-
eon’s faith is evident in his belief that his
. strength lay in his long hair rather than in
- the consecration of which that halt was a
~ sign. But such a misapprehension is by no
means unknown to-day. People still put their
. trust in the outward performance of duty
while at any moment the misunderstanding

~ heart may be snared by temptation. How-

~ever, there is a real humanity about Samson
~ that bears encoutagement to anyone wao
. feels it impossible to be a saint. ‘Lhe true
" comseération of the lower will lead to the ac-
" quisition of the higher powers. ~The fallen
‘glant is a deeply pathetic picture. Blinded

&

~fces on the one

and imprisoned, put to the most memial of

work, brought out at last to = afford in his
misery a laughing stock to his captors, is
there any wonder that the exercise of suenh
an effective faith as his at such a moment has
enfitled it to remembrance?

{
(SELECTIONS FROM TARBELL'S ‘GUIDE.)

We can not pretend to say that Samson and
Jephthah, hardly that Gideon or Barak, are
characters which we should have selected as
devout men, as servants, of God. We should,
at least if we had met with them in another
history, have regarded them as wild free-boot.
ers, as stern chieftains, at best as high-mind-
ed patriots. They are bursting with passion,
they are stained by revenge, they are alter-
nately lax and superstitious. Their virtues
are of the rough kind, which make them sub-
jects of personal or poetic interest rather
than of sober edification; their words are re-
markable not so much for devotion or wis-
dom, as for a burning enthusiasm, like the

. song of Deborah; for a chivalrous frankness,

as in the acts of Phineas and of Jephthah;
for a ready presence of mind, _as in the move-
ments of Gideon; for a primitive and racy hu.
mor, as in the repartees of Samson. Yet these
characters are _ without hesitation ranked
amongst the lights of the Chosen People; are
fearlessly enrolled among God’s Heroes; the
men in whom-we should be inclined to recog-
nize only the strong arm which defends us,
and the rough wit which amuses us,—are ae-
scribed as ‘raised up by God) In a lower de-
gree, doubtless, and mingled with many infir-
mities, the wild chiefs of this stormy epoch,
with their Phoenician titles, their Bedouin
lives, and their ‘muscular’ religion, partook of
the. same spirit which inspired Moses and
Joshua before them, and David and Isaiah af-
ter them. The imperfection of their charac-
ters, the disorder of their times, set forth the
more clearly the one redeeming element of trust
in God that lurked in each of them, and,
through them, kept alive the natioial exist.
ence. ‘By faith, as the author of the Episile
to the Hebrews is not afraid to say, {hey, too,
in their unconscious energy ‘subdued kingdoms
« . . Obtained promises, stopped ths inoutns
of lions
out of weakness were made strong, waxed val-
iant in fight, turned to flight the armies of tte
aliens’—Stanley, in. ‘History cf Jewieh
Church.”

No man has come to true grsata‘is wko
has not felt in some degree that his lifs be-
Jongs to his race, and that what God gives
him he gives for mankind.—Phillips Br yoks,

Man’s wisdom is to seek
His strength in God alon2;
And e’en an angel would be weakt
Who trusted in his own.
—Cowper.

(FROM PELOUBET'S ‘NOTES.)

“To appreciate the faith of Samson it is
necessary to understand the temptations and
difficulties in face of which he performed his
task. If Samson had cared only for
the satisfaction of his coarse and selfish im-
pulses, the road to an infamous fame would
have been wide open. But read his story.
You will see that he always fought on one
side—the unpopular, the dangerous, the ap-
parently hopeless side. His conduct is the
more remarkable when we remember that his
own people wanted no war. They dreaded the
dicturbance of their grovelling peace; he made
enemies of his brethren by his persistent and
terrible raids upon their enemies; they oppos-
ed and feared him walmost as much as the

Philistines; they even attempted to deliver

him up as a peace_offering to the vengeance of
their oppressors. He was between two fires all
hig! life,—a lonely

and, and, on the other, the

ccwardly fears of friends. And if he seemed
tn fight from pure love of fighting, or for the
sweetness of revenge, we do him injustice if
‘we do not look beneath the seeming, and see
that, in spite of all his waywardness and his
easy yielding tempttaions of the flesh, he

N

. . escaped the edge of *ie sword,

champion with relentless.

THE MESSENGER. -]

he always felt the awful oblization of hie
vew impellipg him to the one terrible work
to which the Lord had called him.’—The Rev.
Ira S. Dodd.

‘Instead of stumbling at the lives of these
old heroes, we ought to bless God who has
given us examples not above the level of the
lowest, showing us that there is a place for
even rudest gifts in his service’—The Rev.
Ira S. Dodd.

BIBLE REFERENCES.
1. Cor. xvi., 13; Eph. vi,, 10, 13; Jer. ix., 23,
24 II. Sam. xxii, 23; Psa. Ixxxiv., 5; 11. Cer,

xii;, 10; Phil.iv., 13.

Junior C, E. Topic.

Sunday, December 1.—Topic—The ‘beauty
and utility of gratitude. Ps. exi, 1-10. (A
Thanksgiving consecration meeting).

C. E. Topic.
PRAISE MEETING.

Monday, November 25.—Habakkuk’s mesZ

sage. Hab, ii., 1-4.

Tuesday, November 26.—Habakkuk’s prayer.
Hab. ii., 1, 2. ;

Wednesday, November 27.—Zephaniah’s mes-
sage. Zeph. i, 14.

Thursday, November
hortation. Zeph. ii, 3.

Friday, November 29.—Zechariah’s song o
praise. Zech. ii., 10-13.

Saturday, November 30.—A psalm of praise.
Ps. el

Sunday, December 1.—How two prophets
praised God. Hab. iii, 17-19; Zeph. iii,, 14.

28.—Zephaniah’s  ex

17. (Consecration meeting).
The Reward.
The best thing any Sunday Schoel

can do for itself is to work for missions. His-
tery and experience prove that the surest way
to make the work at home prosper is to be ac-

tually engaged in spreading the gospel abroad.

Pastor Harms urged upon his people the duty
of carrying the gospel ' into Africa. Though
reither great in numbers nor rich in money,

they built a mission ship, and, in 1854, sent '

a band of missionaries to Zu'uland. During
the seventeen years following, Pastor Harms's
parish at Hermannsburgh in Hanover was
visited by a continuous revival, in which ten
thousand souls were converted.—Selected.

PRS-

Be Faithful.

Some teacher, officer, or older scholar, ques-
tioning what life-work to choose, may be un-
consciously waiting to hear the call of God to
such service; the tender heart of some little
child may be open to receive the divine impulse
that by and by will send it forth a herald of
the cross. Therefore be faithful in presenting
the claims of the mission field, and ‘pray ye
the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth
jaborers into his harvest’ from your school. It
is a great privilege to have a representativa’
on the mission field. The best thing any mem-
ber of your school could do for that school
would be to go and let those who stay contri-

bute to his support.—Selected. : ;
el

Filling up the Clusters,

Miss Lizzie Smith says (‘S. S. Times’), that
one use she makes of the blackboard is ta
mark attendance. Instead of using a class-
book every Sunday, in one corner of the board

‘I have the picture of a grape-vine, in which

the children are very much interested. I draw
the vine without any fruit upon it—no clus-
ters of grapes, but naked cluster stems; and
above each of these naked stems I put &
child’s name, and then, each Sunday, as they,
come, I place one grape upon it. Of course,
the one who attends most regularly has the
largest cluster at the end of the quarter;
when the old vine is erased, and a new one

pictured.




