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What is the secret of this national decay? “Only one reply,”
says an intelligent tourist, “is possible. The iniquitous Inquisi-
tion crushed out all freedom alike of thought and action. Jew,
Moor, and Protestant were sentenced to the flames.” Poverty,
ignorance, and superstition are the present characteristics of the
mass of the people. '

Yet no one can travel through this now degraded land without
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stirrings of soul at its chivalric traditions, and its famous history.
For eight hundred years it fought the battles of Christendom
against the Moor. The story of its knightly champion, the Cid
Campeadon, still stirs the pulses, and the tender Moorish lays of
love suffuse the eyes with tears. The Moorish architecture, with
its graceful arabesques, horse-shoe arches, and fretted vaults,
finds its culmination in the fairy loveliness of the Alhambra,
the most exquisite ruin in Europe. The wonderful development



