18
AL AN
varnestly requested to join the Society, which
soon flourished in harmony, reputation, and
numbers, Noblemen and gentlemen of the
highest rank—learned men, merchants, and
clergymen, found in the Lodge a safe and
leasant relaxation from intense stinly, or the
rry of business, without any mtermixture of
polities and parties.  New Lodges were con-
stituted. which the Grand Master and his de-
puty visited in person, and found in them a
peaceful usylum, free fram the rmeils and
'sputes by which all other societies were
charetenised and defoimed.

PN

« Bul T can agsure you, siv,that the oppo-
uents of Freemasonry, althongh at their wit’s
end, were deternnned not to die withowt
struggle.  They citeulated all manner of ri
diculous reports about the priactices of Masons
n Ty led Lodyges, which were thus commented
on by i Brother who was member of onr
Lodge, in un address to the R. W, AL, when
the subjeet was mooted 1 open Lodge. 1
cannot recollect the whole of lus speech 5 but
he suid, amungst other acnte observations,
which excited the unfeizued applause of the
members: ¢ ‘Tnough we envy not the prospe-
rity of uny <ociety, not meddle with their
transactions and characters, we have not net
with such fair treatment from others; nay,
even tws: that never had an opportumty of
obtaining any verttn knowledge of us, have
ran impiwitly with the ery, and, wathout fear
or wit, have vented thesr spleen i accusing
and condemmng us wnheard, untried ; while
we, innocent and secure within, laugh only
at therr wmoss 1gnorasnce and jmpotent malice.
Have not people in former ages, us well as
now, alleaed that Fresmassus in their Lodges
raise the devi! in a crrele, and when they
have dune with him, that they lnif him wrain
with a noise or w hash, as they please 7 {low
have some o' our maligners diverted them-
selves wity the wild story of an old woman
betweets the rounds of a ladder! Others will
swear tu the cook’s red-hot 1ron or salamander
for marking anindelible character ¢ thenew
mad»: Mason, in order to give him the facalty
of taciturnity.  Suro such blades will beware
of coming throngh the fingers of the Free-
masons 7%

< Not contented  with having circulated
these vive vace calummes,™ the Square cou-
tinued, -+ pamphlets began to fly about mn
every fonmn, denouncing the proceedings of
Masonry : amd <everal uewspapers of the day
soined in the ery. for 1t contributed matenally
10 the sale of the <hieer.  Are you aware. sir,
what very poor productivns thesc Penochicalr
were? Do not speak ! Well, then. Pl tes)
you. They consisted of two Jeaves of pat
paper, wid were dreadiaily stupud - barren,
sit, very batren of news: awd, therefore. 1he
present pupularity ol Aasonry was a gnd-
send 5 and the wnters dvl net fail to iprove
the occasion by mventinr any sort of non-
sense, which they nicknamed ¢ the deings of
Masoury 1 seeret Lodges i? aud the more 1=
diculous the imputation, the greater was the
demand for the paper.  Danvers, a writer m
the ¢ Craftsman,’ so far exceeded his fel ow-
journahsts 1 absurdity, as to have wniten a
prosy article for the purpose of provmng that
those who hanged Capt. Porteous, of Edin-
burgh, were all Freemasons, because they
kept their own secrets; and, therefore, the
sapient writer cuncluded the perpetrators must
be Masons, mmasmuch as they were never
found out.

« The Fraternity were much amused with
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public opinion ; and I have heard them sing
the Sword Bearer’s Song, as u glee for three
voices, wud full chorus, with shouts of laughter
and applause.  But the Brethren took no offi-
cial notice of them, as they were cousidered
too contemptible to ment their serious atten-
tion. Nor «id they esteem the philippic of
Dean Swift worthy of any reply, as it was
evidentty writen for a emirical purpose,

“ At length, ‘however, these attacks assu-
med a form which it was thought necessary
1o counteract in sowe public manuner. One
gentleman (for they were mostly anonymous)
wrole a ;Immphlet containing a critical review
of the Hisiory of Masonry; another printdd
what he called an account of the ceremonies
of imtiation, which brought out a third, called
the Freemason®s Accusation and Defence,
whieh, in fact, had already appeared in the
¢ Post Boy; and in 1726 an oration, in which
these attacks were alluded to, was delivered
by the Junior Grand Warden of the York Ma-
sons, in the presence of Charles Bathurst,
Exq., the Grand Master, which was ordered to
be printed. A speech was also published as
delivered at Carmarthen in 1728 5 and ancther
water thus speaks of some objections which
were made ngainst the Craft :—¢ Others com-
plan that the Masons continue too long §n
the Lodge, spending their money to the hurt
ot their faynlies, and come home too late—
nay, sometimes intoxicated with liquor! But
they have nu vecasionto dnunk muceh in Lodge
hours whicl we not long ; and when the Lodge
is closed (always n_good time) any Brother
may go home when he pleases; so that ifany
stay longer, and become intoxicated, it is at
their owo cost, not us Masons, but as other
impradent men do, for which the Fraternity
i ot accountable; amd the expense of a
Lodge 1s 1ot so great asthat of a privateclub.
Same ob~erving that Masons are not more re-
Iigious, nor more knowing, than other men,
are astonished at what they can be conversant
about 1n Lodge hours! but though a Lodge is
not a school ot divinity, the Brethren are
taught the great lessons of religion, morality,
humamty, and friendship ;,t0 abhor persecu~
tion, and to be peaceable subjects under the
civil govermment wherever they reside ; and
as fur their knowledge, they claiin as Jarge a
share of it us other men iu their sitoation.?
Beyvoud tiwese fugitive atte mpts, I did not hear
that anything was done af present torebut the
sfunders which were sofr. ely circulated to the
prejwihice of the Craft.

« At length, 1 1730, 0 man of the name of
Prichand, an unprineiples and needy Brother,
concocted o book which contained a great
deal of p'iusible matter, aningled with a few
erains of truth, wluel tie published under
the name ol ¢ Masoury Lissected?, and impu-
d:utly proclanned in lus dedication ‘that it
was intended for the mformation of the Craft.
Anu to show lius tearm®. he asserted in his
preface that« fromthe accepted Masons sprang
tue real dasons, from both sprang the Gor-
magons, whose Grand Master, the Polgi, de-
duces lus original from the Chinese, whose
writings, 1f to bu ecredited, maintained the
hypothesis of the Pre-Adamites, and conse-
quently must e more antique than Mnsonr{!
“Fhe most free and open society is that of the
Graud Kaibeber, which conststs of a select
company of respo-ible people, whose chief
discourse 18 concerm..z trade and business,
and promoting mutual {11, dship withoutcom-
pulsion or restriction.? ! 1!

¢« What do you think of this, sir? Wasuot

these abortive attempts to prejudice them in | this information truly wonderful ? - The public
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thought so, They said—¢ It must be this—i*
can be nothing else; it is, as we ulways sup-
posed, & whimsical cheal, supported by great
nanes to seduce fools, wha, once gulled out of
their money, keop the fraud secret to draw in
others.”  And accordinglfy the beok had an
enormous and rapid sale, for four editions were
called for m the first year of its publication,
so open is poor John Bull to imposition. Its
success stimulated others to {ollow in the same
tiack, and thres or four protended ravelations
of Masonic secrets issued from the prees ui-
multaneously.

« It was now cansidered necegssary to disa-
buse the public mind; and for this purpose
Dr. Anderson wasdirected by the Grand Lodge
in 1738 to prepare a defence of the Order
againki the calumnies which had been #o in-
dustriously circulated to 1ts prejudice. So-
veral pamphlets had already appeared, as the
Oration of the celebrated Martin Clare, J. G.
W., in 1735, before the Grand Lodge; the
¢ Freemasons® Pocket Companion,” By Dr.
Smith ; and the “Freemasons® Vade Mecum? ;
but this latter book was condemned by the
Grand Lodge as ¢ a piratical silly production,
done without leave,’ and the Brethren wore
warned not to use it. nor encournge the sale
thereof.

“In the meanwhile, Dr. Anderson wrote
his celebrated Defence of Masonry, in which
he treated the work of Prichard with great
cousideration. He took his stand on high
ground—gave his adversary overy fair and
reasonable’advantage, by assuming that if.all
he had advanced were correct, stil] Masonry
would be an admirable institution, and an-
swered his book seriatim like a gentleman
and a scholar. When the Defence cameout,
and the subject was canvaszed in the Loige,
some thought he had conducted the diepute
with greater mildness than tbe fellow de-
served ; but Brother Anderson contended—and
truly, as 1 thought at the time—that ¢ it would
be giving our epponents tuo eeriousan advan-
tage to treat their productions, how absurd
soever they might be, either with flippancy or
severity.’

« He comnienced the Delence by conced-
ing cerlain points which were thought to be
discreditable to the Order. « Let,?sayshe, ¢ for
ance. this dissection contain all the secrets of
Freemasonry ; admit that every word of it is
genuine and literally true, yet, under.all these
concessions—underall disadvantages and pre-
judices whatever, X ramnot bLut still believe
there have been iviposiii~us up.n mankind
mote ndiculous, and that meny have been
drawn into a society more peraicious.’ He
then proceeded step by step lo prove its mani-
fold advantages ; and admitting t1at € althaugh
Masonry has in some circumsta 1ces declined
from its original purity, by runring m muddy
streams, and as it were under giound, yet not-
withstanding the great rust it may have con-
tructed, and the forbidding lightin which it is
plaged by the Dissector, there is sti't much of
the old fabric remaining ; the essentia’ pillars
of the building may be disrovered through the
rubbish, though the superstructure be over-
run with moss and ivy, and the. stones by
length of time disjointed. And, therefore, as
the hust of an old hero is of great value among
the curious, though it has Jestan eye, the nose.
or the right hand, so Masonry, with all ate
blemishes and misfortunes, mstead of appear-
ing ridiculous, ought, in my humble opinion,
1o be received with some candour and esteem,
from the veneration to its antiquity.’

(7o be Continued. ).



