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‘Will you enter our registry as one of
its patrons?

You may order of Knight & Leon-
ard, 107 Madison Street, Chicago, Il-
linois; of Col. F' ~ry B. Grant, Ma-
sonic Temple, Li -aville, Kentucky, or
Dr. Rob Morris, Astor House, New
York.—Circular.

SYMBOLISM.

‘We present a few thoughts on Sym-
bolism so constantly in use in earlier
as well as in modern times  All great
teachers acknowledge the advantage
and power of imagery, of using meta-
phor, of symbolism, whether express-
ed by a fixed material object or by
verbal symbolism, or the symbol of 2
series of ideas clothed in lapgnage.
This symbolism was used as & warn-
ing by a Great Teacher when the
direction “was given to go forth with
the patience of sheep, the wisdom of
the serpent and the harmlessuness of
the dove, as also by another when
the angel food was showered from
heaven upon the Israelites when
famishing in the desert. Wereiterate
such allusions to sensible objects were
the earliest, the easiest and most en-
gaging methods cf instructing man-
kind in moral and divine truths.
A-<embling images from nature sym-
bolism speaks to the anderstanding
by the senses. These pleasing illus-
{rations lead us, by an easy process,
to form the most important and
oftentimes the most sublime ideas,
from things most familiar and intel-
ligible. Hence the loftiness of style
and sentiment, the rich imagery, the
animated description, the enchanting
grace, which pervede and embellish
all the production of the East.
Hence the admirable tissue of allegory
and metaphor with which they decor-
ated wisdom and virtme. This
method of imparting the most sage
and salutory lessons was sccepled
and repeatedly used with the hap-
piest efficacy by all the great moral
and zeligious reformers of the past.
Whe very life blood of the Masonic

Institation is this pyocess of giving
instracticn to its initiates through
gymbols. We teach them %o he
patient, cautious and submissive.
The lamb is a bright symbol in the
advancement of the new student, for
in addition to patience and innocence
it teaches him to be silent and dis-
crete. Thus that prominent symbol
in Masonry, the serpent, is intended
to imply wisdom, perspicacity, cir-
cumspection. It was known by its
Greek name, because of its quickness
of sight. Hence serpents were placed
as the keepers of the garden of the
Hesperides. By the quickness of
sight, advantages accrued and danger
avoided. We acquire by the serpent
also the lesson of secrecy and retire-
ment, and in them find security,
tranquility and peace, the leisure, op-
portunity and inclination to think;
hence the ability and vigor to perx-
form. Its wisdom does not permit it
to be charmed, the force of the en-
chanter is evaded—DBochart tells us—
by its laying one ear close fo the
ground and covering or stopping the
other with the extremity of the body,
which naturally warns the Masonic
stulent to close his ear: to the im-
»- “per enchantments of pleasure and
v.. 1ptuousness, the spell of undue
wealth, the delusion of ambition and
the temptation of sin. Who has not
heard of the serpsnt as the emblem
of immortality, rejuvenation or re-
generation in consequence of its an-
nually shedding its skin, its growing,
as it were, young again? The na-
taral instructions that we should con-
tinually throw aside our rough ex-
terior, and become pure, true and un-
defiled; be possessed of a moral reno-
vation in our life, by putting off the
old man, and donning the new which
is being re-created in rightecusness
and holiness.

Need expression be given of the
symbolism of the dove or of its appli-
cation to Masonic thought and ac-
tion? Doos not, at once, harmless-
ness, mildness and heavenly innocence:
overshadow the mind?
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