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the housewife %vill be too g-eneraus in this
respect. It is dillicuit to gi ve a definite rule.
Generally spealcing, the earth iii the pot
should be kept moist, flot wet. If the raom
is kept at high temperature, the plant wvill
require more wvater than in a cool place.
But winter should be a time of rest for the
plant, and therefore nourisliment and water
should be given sparingly.

Neither a palm, nor any other plant,
should ever be put in a glazed pot. 1If an
ornamenQ"Lai pot is desired the eartben pot
should be set inside. A porous pot absorbs
and evaporates the moisture, while in a
-lazed pot the earth grows sour and unfit for
even very hardy plants. Tiiere should be a
hole in thie bottom of the pot, over wvhicli a
stone, a bit of broken crockery, or something-,
similar should be laid. A few lumps of
common charcoal at the bottam of the pot
will prevent the roots fromn rotting, and
powdered charcoal mixed with, the earthi has
the saine effect. The chunks localize the
effect, keepingr the bottom from turning sour.

Hiavîng ternperature and moisture righ t,
the next enerny of the plant is parasiteas,
such as Cungi and insects. Many littie iii-
sect pest3 affect tie palmn. Some ai thesc
are destroyed by washing the leaves with a
sponge or a soit brush, using clean wvater
only. Those that cannot be destroyed in
this way, such as scales, can be quicklv de-
spatched by tabaccojuice dilutedi with water.
Any tobacco or cigar manufacturer w'ill give
vou ail the ribs tif tobacco leaves von wvant.
P'ut a handful ai these in a quart of w'ater
and bol. Wzash the leaves with this, and if
you put in a little whale oil soap it will lie
ill the more effective.

As ta fertilizers, nonc ilhauld bc uscd lu
wintcr, as it stiniulatcs the plant into an un-
hecaithy activity at a j'eriod ivlîeîî it shauld
hie resting. If the 1 almn begins ta draap and
the normal brighit green turns into a siclv
yellow it is probably because it bais been

kept tao wvet, or if the plant has been in the
the pot tivo or three years the soul iii whichi
it grewv bas probably been exhausted. In
this case repottirig is the only effective
remedy. Care should be taken, however,
îîat ta transfer to, too large à pot. Most
people think that the larger the pot the better
for the plant. But this is a great mistake.
If the pot is tao large the plant has more
mnoisture and nourishment than it can absorb,
and the roots will rot. A pot an inch and a
bial larger in diameter than the aid one wvili
affard ample room. The second year a
portion of the earth iu the top ai the pot,
wvhere it is free fromn roats, can be removed
and iresh put in, but the plant should flot go
mare than twa, years without repotting.

These miles for palmns apply equaily ta ahl
winter plants. You mnust adapt your plants
ta, the condition oi your rooms. Tell the
flarist what kind ai heat and exposure you
have, and lie can tell what kind ai plants
ivill prabably do best in your roams. Some
ai the hardiest and most satisfactory varie-

_A* . painîs are the Kentia, Lîatania, Areca,
Cocus, Corypha, Chanmaerops, Dracaena,
and Pandanus.

The cactus lias been sadly neglected as a
bouse plant. There is nîo plant that re-
spands mare grateiuliy ta a little kindness
andi intelligent care. Its odd sbape wvill
iully compensate for the littie trouble the
plant causes. Frost and toa niuch maisture
are fatal ta the cactus iamily.

The greenhouse favorites, violets, rases
«11d, carnations, cannat be grown at bomne.
Whiie the rase wvill sonietimies deveiop the
huds upon it wvhen purchased, it can rarely
hc induced ta blossom agraizo. The azalea,
toa, w'hichi when purchased, is loaded sa
thicklv -witb blossoms, if kept a year Nvith ail
came# at home, ivili pemhaps put ont two or
three stragTln flowems. But te are
îîientv of fine bouse plants that are tao Jittie
known. -/c 7le3fail and EmýpireC.


