
0 TH1E CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

HOL LA ND.--If fron the uplands of Germany we de-J Did time permit, I might present toyou a most interest-
scend to the lowlaids, and especially to that country ing historical ,ketch of tie changes in agricultural condi-
wlîcli hitdes the slanids at the îmoutls Gi the Rhinîe tuin and capability which that country lias undergono
anid the Schelit, and hie l.ow conltry strtching iorth- fron the pieaiud ofthe aicientEtriianstotlie present day.
ward to the Zu3 der Zee and the Dullart, w e a1l lind Anid to the ian of scielce, sucLh a sketch would be the
r o to stay ot steps and to conisilei calndy Ihe cause, ,itre inte resting, from the cirt unshance that in ail the
anid pm pose. anid ext ent of thie nondet ful syten ut tinals clailges n hich have taken place, the physical and geolo-
anid cmibanlkuents uI lich lthe kingdom of llulanîd pre- g ,.a tiucture of lthe country, lias exercised a far more

s sk. hprominent and permanent influencc, than either the re-
li asketch of Europani agri ulture, iîdeed, Hluland snauable indu.stiy and îonstinctis e skill of te Etruscan

de, ing of distinîgu..îhed inenition. AhOs e all olltei natants, or tlie iotile iicuisions ofits foreign in,a-
Emo pcan people the Dutch, though slow, have been pa- uers.
et aid 1.er.,îs ei int in theil ag icultlural laboîs. Ohce- To tht rich alli ial plains of Lombardy, of which rice

pynig a few iniwe eles attd and ici tue alhit ial spots. in, aiid LIdiai coin, and w heat and abundait milk, are the
1.ieî midst of dos us ,md bogs, and inîarsh. &ad lakn, ad iatui.d productions ; and to Tuscany, in which some-
t ie endl.Css iaiuailhcatiouis 01 imaiv i i,, eis, thy lau e ceie thig o th ei acient industry and perseveling practical
Iily aztir centmily trgldagaànst na..tme. Drinng, hi 1ite old EtsIurj;iib Stijl .surrives, the agricultural

anu.l..., maavut laedanrintg back, teas .1nd 4 aqitisi(tuut proceed to see the brighitside of ltalian cul-
ivers, reclaimiing bogsý, fixing by art the wadrntiationt.

dlwh-,, intlaeinig their courtiy withî an interminable But it is in Tuscany chiefly that lie will find the most
aiet-V, uk uf gitic caual ;-by such labors as these, inttestiiîg evideice of the coiqlueriig power ofthe living
they have extended hie pæiductive surface of their coun- inind over the obstacles of physical nature. - The ïMa-
iayseguiod iLs p.sesson, aid iade its naturd riches, i emme of Tuscanj and the marshes of the Valdi Chiana,
d% ahaoble. Aind %shtat inake tliir pi aise tue gretci and liike the Camnipagna and the Pontine amarshes of the Roman
more deserved, is the constant w atchfulness and care dominions, have long breatled forth that pestilential ma-
which the retent olin of thui jr countii y dcniiids. Exposed lai ia wliich, like hie summer exhalations of tle sea isiands
on the averaîge of the last tliirteeii centuries to one great and ri% er inouths of your Southeri sttes, carries on its
sea or iiver 1loud,.eseiy ,esei yeais,the possession o the , eigs fcver and liiigering ague and fuequentdeath. Itis

ulid they have gained, is ncrscr s.acure. Lying below ,one o fthe great modernitiumphsofeigineeringskill, ap-
tie actual level of the ses, large tracts ofit are onliy pre- plied to the promotion of rural industry zecid only to
.,erved by tlie uliige dyke thiat auiioid thet, and to main- the gigantic labors of the Dutch, of whicl I have spoken,
tain these dykes requiaes uncea:ing vigilance, aud a large -and to the artificial drainage ofour English fens-that the
yearly expenditure of monîey. terrors of the Maremme have in a measure been bridled

Aid thoug in past times the IIollanders have doie iii-liat the Val di Chiana, in so far as it lies within tie
great engimeering works, yet tliespmii of the sires has iot boiders of Tuscany, lias been drained and dried--andthut
degenerated in thteir living sons. The dîainng of the chee fuli health and rieh crops prevail over large tracts of
Riaarlein lake, now ii progrcss, is the boldest nie chanical country, in u hich il used 10 be almost certain deaththo
effort ever yet made in the cause of agriculture in any lnger.
country, and promises to add no less t0 the material Anong a Repiublican people, I, who owe allegiance
wealth, than Io hie engineeriig and custructive 1î,mse oi to a coistXittional Monarchy, may be permitted to name
lie United Previnces. to you Leopold the First, of Tuscany, as tlie principal

I feel a pleasure in thus adverting to the impression author of ail this good. Whatever our opinions on other
aiade upon my owin miid, during my s arious tours in mattera imiay be, we shail all, I am sure, agree in this,

Hollanid, in the preseice of a rmeeitîig of agriculturiss, that tiose menî ai e great and worthy to be honored, who
rnanyofwhon nayiiierit froimthe earlysetlders of Ne Laing been gifttd by God with large means and great
Yorli, a portion of that industrious and patient blood, oppoi tunities, itake use of those means and opportuni-
wliclh makes every end sure to the deterninîed and per-- fies for the gloi y of God and the good of their fellow
sev'eriiig man i creatures-who, instead of war and scarcity, and suf-

I may mention as at indication of the early desire of fering and death, promote peace and plenty ; and
the Duicli authorines to promote the diffusion ofA«ricul- hta.lth, and the multiplication and prolongation of hu-
titrai knovledge, tlit a very old regulation prescrilus at- iinan life inculcates the truth tiat man's proudest tri-
tendance on agricultural lectures as n iicessany branch of t uniphs aie not those lie achieves over his fellows, but
study to the established clergy of Hollaiid.† And tiiough tliose which lie gains over himself, or by % lichi lie coin-
in that, -as it many other couitries, men of tie old sclhool ptls the unw iliing powers of nature to inister to the
at present act as a drag on the progress of scientific agri- niaterial conforts of mankind---who encourages what
culture, yet enligltened and zealous minds are at work ian nsill imite instead of distract, what will cement instead
various parts of the Netherlands, and advance is gradually of divide the nations of the vorld--as Iliat broad belt of
being niade. The inameof MULDER ought especially to water %lhich las es alilze the shores of your country and
be mentioned as most eninent anong the scientific mien iniie, instead of separating, as in former years, now
of Holiand, not only in advancing pure science, but in ad- binds us together more closely than if the same contin-
vocating and promoting its geieral applications to the ent contained us.
agriculture ofhis native country. 1 As lie promoter of suich ends for twenty-five long

-rav.--rom lolland turn fora moment toltaly, in vears in his country of Tuscaov, the name of Leopold the
which country d-ainage vorks somewhat akin to those of Pirst wîll not sound unpleasanîtly i . en in your republi-
hlie Dutci, forn the proudest monuments of which even c;n ears.†

thtat faned land can boast, of the victory wuhich persever-
sg intelligence cat achieve over the difficuities and t To those who are desirous of obtaining the means of forming
seenin" hostilities ofnature. clear notions of the physical structure of Italy, of its climatie con-

ditions in tho Unies of the ancient Etrurians, and of the tndustrial
skill as well us the social relations of this people, i venture to re-

For a fuller account of the Rural Industy and Drainac qf commend a perusal of Denis's Cities and Cemetcries of Etiruria.Bllllaiz, whiclh 1 sirote for the Edarburght Review, see voi. 86, i For an account of the reign of Leopold, see Napier's Floren-
p. 419. of that work. itine Hiistory, Vol. VI, and for a detail, vith drawings, plans and

t This must be considered an admirable provision, enabling the, mapi,. of the engi..ecrlng operations by which the Maremmo
paàtor 4o advise un regard to the temporal pursuits, no less tban wcro dried, see Mnoric sul Boncamicntc dcllk Mfarcniemme 281.t
th spIritual affairs of lis flock. . canc, by Fernando Tirlini, Florence, 1838.


