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and see that they are conducted in accordance with the regulations, and
report annually to the superintendent. School attendance is compul-
sory, for all children between the ages of 6 and 12 years for six mounths
in each year. unless they are under private instruction. Teachers must
be provided with a Government certificate, of which there are six
grades. The lowest is valid for one year. the next higher for two, and
8o on to the fifth; this and the sixth gnde certificates are valid for
life or during good behavior.

Graduates of arts of recognized British or Canadian univ ersmes are
exempt from examinations on the art of teaching, schoo] dmmplme and
management, and the school law.

s The strictly nonsectarian character of the schools is mdu -ated by the-

following pgovisions of the law:

No religious creed is allowed to be taught: the Lord's Prayer may be n€ed at the.

opening and closing of the schools. No clergyman is eligible as superiutendent,'
inspector, or master. : X

) The schools are snpported entirely b\ approprxatlom from the pubhc
- treasury.

1

. THE WORTH\VE\T TERRITORIES.

The report of the ~upermtendent of education in the northwest ter- .

ritories of Canada presents an interesting view of the efforts for popu-
lar enlightenment in the northern part of our continent.

The territory under su pervision covers an area of 302,000 \quare miles,
with a population in 1891 of 66,799,

While the people are chiefly of British oxigin other nationalities are
represented in sufficient numbers to increase the school difficulties.

The occupations are farming., ranching. lumbering, and mining, and

the population ‘widely scattered as a cousequence. Nevertheless the'v
report gives evidence of advanced ideas with reference to the condi-

tions for effective schools. The system of public schools is under the
control of a council of pnbhc instruction, comprising four members of
the executive committee and four appointed members, of whom two
must be Protestants and two Roman Catholics. The appointed mem-
bers have no vote, their duties being purely advisory. - A school dis-

trict must not exceed in area 25 square miles, and must contain not less -

than four resident taxpayers {property tax) and at least twelve chil-
dren of school age. Each dlstnct elects school tru%tees. who manage
the local school affairs.

Provision is made for separate schools for religious minorities (Prot-
~ estant or Roman Catholic), the ratepayers establishing these separate
schools being relieved of taxes for the public schools. The decade
1886 to 1896 witnessed a remarkable growth iu the schools. ' The num-

ber rose from 76 to 366, an increase of 381 per cent, aiid the eprollment

from 2,553 to 12,796, an increase of 400 per cent. s
At the latter date teachers were emplo__ved. Efforts were early
. made to secure professional trainiug for teachers, and by a regulapion
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