
northeastern sea fisheries, of long stand- VgJy^i^ne^iV ilLough down in the treaty of session of 1867,

mg an<* véry difficult of adjustment. Her Majesty’s r^prcretnltatiW at. W4ah' between. Russia and the Unite! States;
“Notwithstanding the President feels intonj that no regulations restrictitig the and to use prompt efforts to ensure the 

that fhe subject-of the proper protee* operations of pelagic sealers were neces- piohibition. exceptional interference with a particular
tion of the seals should not be compli* sary at all. For state reasons, there- “The Ünited States, on the other hand, business, the action of the Imperial gov-
ented with other questions of intricate fore, and in ‘ thé ■ interest of peace be- engaged to prohibit, durrng the same eçnmqnt in, 1882 admits. It was, how-
publie policy and conflicting interests, tween the inations, jthe-British ambassa- period, the killing of seal» by the lessees ever, in the ca^, wholly inadequate, 
in his earnest desire to promote k more dor proposed.; a convention which em- of Pribylov Islands, beyond the number and heavy losses have, therefore, in this
friendly state of relations between the bodied régulations téhich he did not Of 7,500. respect fallen and remain upon the few
two néighboring countries, he has con- “hesitate to affirm were amply sufficient “This arrangement involved the expul- whose capital was invested in a legiti-
sented that all those questions should to remove all risk of the depletion, or sion of all British sealing vessels found mate interest.
be embraced in one series of negotia- even appreciable ’diminutien of the fish- in Behring sea, on the American side, The treaty of 1894, under which
"tiens "if meanwhile a modus vivendi ery.” ^ and their seizure if found thère after ctrtaiti4 damages were assessed, was ex-
ccvJd be agreed upon which would save ^2. The regulations prôpoièd; '' warning. presSly • confined ti the actual loss
the seals from destruction while the 1. “That pelagic‘Sêftlidg Should bé pro- “Prior to the date of signature of the tained in conneqtjioji with the operations
negotiations were in progress.” hibited in the Behring sea, the Sea of modus vivendi, 15th June, the sealing the particular vessels mentioned in

6. In view of further negotiations pro- Ockotsk, and the adjoining waters, dur- fleet had çlçared for the Çforth Pacific the treaty, which had been directly inter
posed to be-carried on at Quebec be- teg the months of May and June, and ocean and Behring sea as usuaf, as na fered with by the United States authori-
twêen Great Britain and the United the months of October, Noveipber and molestations had taken place in that sea te
states, your petitioners - crave leave to December.” during the previous year. - A ffeet of 8fc>. It did not pretend to cover such
explain thé extraordinary position in 2. ‘‘That all sealing vessels shotild be forty-eight vessels had cleared from resuits, as mentioned in this memorial, 
which their interests have already been prohibited from approaching the breed- Victoria previous to 15th May. Under as, for instançe, those due to the con- 
piàced owing to diplomatic considéra- ing islands within a radius of ten miles.” such. circumstances, strong protests were tinual hostile attiiude of the United 
tions, and* to respectfully • submit their These régulations were not accepted by received from all parties interested in States in'its operation upon the credit 
claim for spécial attention at the hands the authorities of'the United States, but the sealing industry, and representations such as were interested in the seal- 
of those acting for Her Majesty’s gov- contrasted with existing conditions were made against the prohibition of a iug^business. t
eminent ih thé approaching conference, which have been imposed, it will be seen hitherto Legitimate business, Without 37. Nor has any mçans been afforded

7. When pelagic sealing became an how much the interests of your, petition- any notification whatever of the in ten- to sllôw how much they have lost, and
industry oh the Pacific coast of Canada, d‘& have been sacrificed. tion of taking such a step. the extent of the^saermee of their in-
British subjects invested their meatis 2:3. In 1891 the British ambassador ât “^ew vessels had embarked in the tereste which has D6en made by the Im-
iu it, without a suggestion of any kind Washington was -authorized by the Mar- enterprise and others had been built and per,ttl government m the of
having been made to or by the Imperial Q»1» of Salisbury to submit a modus equipped in anticipation of profitable re--government,- that the rights of British vivendi (“for the. purpose of avoiding dif- suit8. P P ?f JLheijC. telÿw,subjects this regard.

x-. r -vr™ -*.»• sj^ssssas&ss sMsrsBtVVsssjaworld over, no reguJabone or reetnc- 24^ modus we^di was agreed s.,ho might be prevenW from prôsecut- pursuU 6t this vehtxire, without threat,
^”h-T^..Î7erTa^l ff/*88618 ?? was urovIdJd- P ‘ iM. their vocation, especiàlly as , Çan- {ét Or hindra»ce, on the high seas in Be^

To ^ Excellency tte Gove^oHïe- ^ which i, now soyons eaatw^d j SKS

T12J!2S5àtB-S63à °Ves- 3ÊS rte™s8waiial S5S^e'unted States'lnTRuVsfa^and'wîn MMS' peaking oi toTtheTtton "oi the ‘’unBtaîes^from

1 seal, asserting a claim. ot right fqr its »e LmtedI Mates and Rmw*, and»ull the possible claim ot Her Majesty's, gov- l8S6.down to this day, and the conces-
. l/'YoiW pètitionerslrejireseht 'sbme of higT^as,0 but to “land and1 slaughter tile lAservaece «61*1* erohttHtron by ^™ent tor compensation under this ar- storm ^hoie Britis^^ubjert^ who°to

thrS°onr,Sha°sreA^ Majesty’s ^ ^‘wt 23** M * -ys: -As a matter of fact, how-
pries nn th» nirt islands by,commissioners. ever, it has been found that while the ic sealing, would have been entitled- to

2. to thl. B«oo*l market 5.ZS*îUfyStlSUSSU - * Oa the l3th o< ÀW 18.2, do.l- n.N.d MMjteJg.WWgg “4„w"“14 „t,,ortk,.„

m t ftfUi errJ, tons ZT i^ th! Rehrlna sea a fonnti nr “ purpose of preserving the far seal race sealing vessels kept outside the pro- 8ioB8 of ,the restrictions under the Paris
pngL!^^ hv n^itio^L8 Against ^hesl serres as™ ntra^ tro& extermination, the British experts hibited limits, was larger than in prey- award were proposed to and adopted by

represented by your petitioners. nstinns w^s nromntiv em reported in favor of a season fromthe bus years. This fact has beep strbngly the Imperial parliament, where.the seal-
3. In 1894, during the presence of .the to the law of nations w s p p y yjy, of September till the 1st of May. brought forward by the United States ers had no direct representation, and

honorable munster of manne and fisher- terea. ■ attitude of the 20. If the action of the United States counsel before the tribunal. where their particular interests and
ies fôr Canada, m Victona, B.U., he was 10. The action and afterward& in 1880 had not occurred, will it he ,/“>It is not probable that, under snob rights were neither discussed nor con-
presented with a memorial from repre- United- States_ the . argued that the Imperial parliament ciicumstances, the.arbitrators would con- siderçd. That the restrictions imposed
sentativea of the Victoria Sealers, As- y-at dav’to the would have imposed regulations even, or aider that the British sealers wpre, un- under the award were materially extend-
sociation, as follows: nrcsont t^e k is su^ittld that such this character? n, der any circumstances, entitled to com- ed by the Imperial authorities is evident

“The Victoria sealing industry com- present tune,, it is subm ttea 27. Certainly with this report no fiir- peusation for ,.a .,los8 of catch daring, from the following references in the an-
prises 65 schooners, representing 4,292 concevions as namtivSv^ew^Brit® tKér or other restrictions would have oh- 1892, and it is possible that the British nu»l report of the minister of marine
tons, with a value of $643,800, employ- wero^Sâde^or perooses of tained. The regulations which were pro- case might be prejudiced.,by the claim and fisheries, 1085:..
ing 807 whites and 903 Indians, making ish ^jects,, were made ™r PUP poged by Gl#eat Britain at Paris show being urged.” “The actual restrictions upon the seal-
with their wives and families—of those the dence^ was the extreme conceasions then deemed ex- “It was eventually decided m this ers, dictated by the Paris regulatious
employed—about 8,500 directly depend- 11: 1?he^vmr 1891 pedient. These were: line, and Sir Charles Russell in summing may be summed up thus:
ent on this industry. The mirney de- earned ontooi continued indeed T- Ail veasels engaged in pelagic seal- up. his argument, stated that Great ,.The gealjng season is restricted to
nved from the season s cateb; taking the 12. E‘elamc s^ealing : not. ing shall be required to obtain licenses Britain would not ask from the tribunal ,about eix weeks in Behring sea, and the
average catches and the prices tor the at otte or other of the following ports: any finiding for damages under article u,e of fire-arm8 in huntiul is forbidden
past three years, amount to $756,000 an- wiitbstanding the treats of Victoria, in the province of British 5 of the modus vivendi of 1892, and Air. therein, while the sealers are debarredte-m, «. toy 2 5£ SS85 a Efts sroM» sss sgfeagg - -1*
r, sSkia-t tw° “•* ;:t W^ÿpuàL-fsssf tsMssstrsu a «t: ssse^ssaas# &à®fesaayaa“In the Behring sea we were restrict- mept a modus vree^i, a memoran forhia- in thei Unitedi states. aggregating $974,696.31. which amount ‘ toer ^mdr the whole of the waters of
ed frona sealing during the month of hwth^^tüsh am- 2.‘ Such license shai only be granted was subsequently swelled by $99,784.86, ”he North Pacific océan which wash the
July. Restrictions were also made pro- of-the United states ny tae oriusu^ tQ saüing vesaelB made up of additional claims since filed, ^re ot North America, wherein it is
hibiting our vessels using fireartos and hWMdor it was „ _ Maj.' 3. A zone of twenty miles around-the totalling $1,074,483.17. possible for n seal to be found, and from
from sealing withm a sixty-mile zone entirely be>ond f p x„inne British or Pribylov islands shall be established, “The contention of the petitioners was, that shore across the ocean to the 18Jtk 
around toe Pribylter islands, thus de- ^ty s govenment to exclude Bntish or whi(,h no geal hunting ghall be that H conld not have been the intern pridian
priving us of one of the two best months Canadian ships ri»™‘ ^ p without leg- permitted at any time. . tion ot Her Majesty’s government to al- . -Within this vast expanse, pelagic seal-
of sealing In the sea, and toe best por- high seas«afor a , 4. a Close season from toe 15th of: low them to suffer loss, by being prevent- erg are ab80lutely prohibited from tnk-
tion of toe Behring sea. These *Wtne- lslative sanction. presented September, to toe 1st of-JW be eS- ed from carrying on what has been de- ing seaIs during three of the best senl-
tions have become permanent and are 44. The British argument presentea mbiished, during.which no pelagic seal- dared to be a lawful business; aud if, ins months of the year, while during the 
a hardship upon us, leaving us m such a to the laris tribunal shortly^ta^itoat ing „hall be permitted in Behring sea. for state reasons, it was decided to re- ^It of the time their operations are re
position that it is only by the greatest position maintained uy the government rj No ride or . nets shall be used m trarn f,rom demanding ot the United 8trieteii to certain methods, 
economy that we are able to carry on our of Great Britain, as follows: pelagic sealing. States récompense therefor, such a sealing vessel must carry abusiness without loss, to say nothing of “l. Freedom of the sea for the benefit c All vessels shall be required to car- couree müat hâve been pursued on the thoriring™er^^to™^g“
the chances of our vessels being^seized of àjl the world. -Ar ry a distingusMbg flag. . . understanding they would cause proper MÎ cm
and confiscated for being within the Um- 2 That rights of property, and rights 7. The masters in charge df sealing compensation to be made for toe losses n tho master satisfying toe col-
its of a vejty wi^p *m$£ however unm- in reiation to property, be.ponflned with- vessels shall keep accurate logs as to ti,e sealers had been cqmpelled to su* , f ^ t6e fitness and expertness of it nypvars, wnm, —v 
téntional. " rJ ' ;n -the- ümits conseergtéd by practice, the time:and places of sealing, the.pumj. tain, in order to further the greater m- ftVÏTjî,rg engaged for the voyagA against the vessel was not so much that

“From information we have redfeived anj founded on general expedtency. ' her and sex of the seals captured, and terests of the Empire, which were in- ,™h“ Tegapi lagt likewise nrovide her- the master had not accurate^ entered
through American newspapers, as well g. That, apart from agreement, no shall enter an abstract thereof m their Volied in the dispute referred to arbitra- ' ®ith and «J a flag distinctive ot 1116 catch 01 eeals m the offlclal loK—
as from other sources, we.have reason nation has the right to seize the vessels offlciai logs. , tic“ ” - her character as a sealer the entries which had been made were-
to believe that the American government of another nation on the high seas in 8. Licenses shall be subject to for- 29. So the diplomatic concession of a. „ ... , . , found to be quite accurate—as that he
is now endeavoring to obtain toe’consent time of peace for offenses against pro- feiture for breach of above regifiahons. yjqeed season in Behring sea, made at These are the reitriçt:ions, ah- bad allowed some days to elapse between
of the British government for further Lrty. exeept piracy. The majority pf the arbitrators, how;-^ the expense ot your petitioners,<was fol- «.lute unto -the terme10 : 1the .iward, ^ date of the last entry and that of toe
restrictions, and it is against any further P4 That any regulations ' to be estab- ever, imposed further restrictions, as for icwed by ao indemnity of any kind from toe: observance of which it is neiitto boarding Of his vessel by toe United
restoiction? we would ask you to-assist li8ted L” tot and equitable re- instance:. Instead of a tonAtof twmty wbataoe/er. hé ‘2^ “But'Th v 1 L coZlnt SUtes °mcer'
in protesting; for :any further restric- d for a|1 interests affected." mi.es tong estabhtoed the 9WM m The ambarrassment to the capital ’ h tUrther înterference^nd “The captain explained that although
tions op. onr industry would, compel uâ ® Your petitioners up to the day of made sixty ; the close 8Ca*°n, instead of juTegted m this industry by British sub- in wav waranted by the *6 official log was not entered up to
to abandon the business altogether, as it th 8Ubnùssion of the question to arbi- permitting vessels to ®nteJ. ,the B^'a‘5 jects, and the loss suffered by indivi- regulations ? 7 toe, yet his diary log, or memorandum,
would to impossible for us to .continue ï?ation 3 1892 retied, as they felt war- »ea on toe first of Ju^ -to not pemri ^ oa aecoant ot the portion taken by a^Lr^Siry area over which was’all right, and toe log would have 
to,ht our ■vessels out without incurring rauted in doing, upon the principles em- them to.enter until toe United States, cannot, it is submit- T“e e al^ag Educed legislu- been written up from toe slate by noon
certain loss, and this industry, of SO bodied jn these propositions and upon m each fear, lnstead.of prohltoting rules be gauged by any mere assessment „ pxcentinnal character sane- of the day upon which he was boarded at
much value to British Columbia, and the ^ower of British tinpire to maintain and nets merely, the-uae ^firearms and ^a^ma^such as were effected by tire î a“iztLYntorontion and search at sea, about 8 o'clock a.m.”
Victoria in particular, would be lost to expios.ves wa8 ^bidden as we)ih . ^mmissioners in 1892 or by the esulted in the kS The article of the award relied upon
us forever, and our fleet of sailing ves- 1G To quote from the report of the ^de to enter fur- commissioners under the treaty of 1894. enfirely innocent of even for this seizure reads as follows:
sets would be rendered useless. miuister-drtmrine trad fisheries for will appear later on( made ton In the case of the concession to attempted infractions of the law, and “Article s. The masters of the vessels

“R. SBABROGK, Canada-toipfe an'AA^l , ' mssntoi ” restrict,ons embar ^ tiniteil b, the modus vivendi ™P^t breaking up of their voyages engaged in.fnr seal fishing shall enter
“President. “If then it is an'industry-which may raa8maato- , „ pvh of 1891, While the Imperial government with attendant loss and disaster.” accurately m their official log book tlie

“RICHARD HALL, be law£uily and peacefully pursued by 28. The treaty Of arbitration of Feb- S^X^fiaHe the principle of compen- wtm . . * date and place of each fur seal fishing
“Secretary. British subjects, it is not clear by what ruary 29 th, 1^2, provitogfor^het 8atlon; ..fl,n compensation’’ did not ob- “the subjects of tier Majesty in Can- operation, and also toe number and sex 

“The Victoria Sealers’Association.” reasoning Her Majesty’s government can bunal at laris, was. accompanien ny a ^ bein eougjdered only the da have ,-ielded a loyal obedience to of the seals captured upon each day.
4. Reœnt events induce yolif petition- be expected to proscribe their participa- further actual “out Of pocket" expenses. tbe regulations, and the interferenees These entries shall be communicated by

ers to present more fufty toe facts which tion in it, merely because by the,y com- a«>dus v.vend Her Majesty^1 go e t g" wag an average catch con- which hayc taken place since the award each of the MMÉgtother
particulaHy affect thëni in this business, petition they may interfere with, or ma- prohibited^! killing m taring s a eidered. baTe beeB considered by those mterekted at toe end of ench fishing eeason. .
P 5. The Right Hou. Prime Minister of terially impair, the interesta of such na- ^f the modus vrtendi read's as 33. Mr. Gieadowe, of Her Majesty’s to be of a vexatious character, prompted Itead m eonnection with the Merch
Canada^ fluring negotiations with the tions or their lessees as may have the Article «> of the o treasury, in 1892, in his report on the by strict and unwarranted interpretation knU Shipping

^ K, wrote to the United advantage of owning tbe land Upon follows: of the scope of the legislation and in- log entries on sealing vessels, it ,s diffl-
representatiS; Mri^ohn W, Fos- whto the seals, for a certain period jot “it toe resÿt of .the arbitrationi be^to oj-l4redaa be no doubt that the Can- strûctions thereunder. cult to conceive how *ron»d$

ter, on 24th^November, 1896, as follows: are under their protection Or adian sealers have as a body reaped ver, ü AGREEMENT FOR THE
^UT^imperial government thor- of" S SEALING UP OF IMPLEMENTS.

my colleagues, and meeto, I need hardly ougbly anderetood the real object of the purchase town to*””®, Bnite™States has risen very rapidly, and there can be -‘This agreement, which had been en- ?î^re?b?U.ttoè«tionPa? a sulmequent 
say, with tite full, approval of the Can- States from, the beginmng of tion tiiall ^ m y of her no doubt that compensation based upon tered into between toe two governments, ^*a^es ‘p,.„n legalizes entries to bea.'ssss'tr E-Sh?usü •ssfasss£S»%st ■*a s*ssts ad&stKWfe sss arassafe», is
wSsrss tuts roJvsR sr-btssisRSsffi £*& ‘•T»“ e™. s. susrs S tes sarossAS sssstifasa m» t S ”=sL-ttssasflsaui ssBr«MvSs5ss tfÆaSêfi mm & sawreagg tsssuSMy^ -mmmavitmmmwmiamm
xrjttKW&FHbw IssaaMX ssssu B festeftsesShsss sas?& SFeBtilw « simmigration, commercial reciprocity, Or fnr r>reserving eeai life, sub- 18U<^^:-Fi.-AAra mtcrht have been taken Vity of me modus vivendi enhan g tn Canada, on the ground that At m , the fishery by steam vessels must

s «s. effOBSSsral tsA «%"“ * •“* ''"***• “,le siïïkœsæSsm r,îSvîSÈ w s,Aes&$2S5vstss
cominç yearis operations, and as-, to toe ^toe-to^tidn^ adoption b* the Unit- dian Fisheries: Bine Book for.1895 fay • hÿ the sealers,111 Wt'.yearsjhiave h^ unnecessary mterference ■ *^*“**» j* ^ vessels have been unnecessarily har-

.1 approximate compensation it-woulfi be of an exceptional ^tt^MÔDUS VTVHNDl CLAIMS, unàbübtèdiÿ very large; Mcept in thq ^ae Interpreted*.. a* -providlw a new the United States patrol vfes-
exnected to be paid to them i* lease ed States governin'mti orane;• ) . . fJw chses where their schooners have und| wholly outside the award, Tor raesMtiy me umtro.omi.ro nsrr . *“ s '«wn «mghmBs î•ssss&r/rss^ s is mrs;astae EESs HiS he
usntir Wt ‘ the prohmition-lof pdagic .lands.‘' V betîtiôiéis bÿ flbeihg» prevented from w*. ua v^ry favoraW.p Some-'of-them are ^ Unsettled gun dn boaA^ notwathstand- op 1 n P vessel, while in
sealing for a year would practic&llp de4> ; 46. That t he • v^ews of y 'ivjjr. a'théŸ ry ing ^oii11 the1 ■ occupation',of pelagic seal- ,, gailors Who have invested, thwï 8^v* Jqf that "ia the casé of the former vessel , of fortv British ves-iing in Behring^aii during the years SpifttW wtoi her ^ had.taken the to-eeauti^of tie nu^berTto^-
cfloee thé masters, the mates and white suggest^the f Deace for the sac- l-W,: 1892 and-1893. themscLves, but the majority ^ a re ™ voluntarily having hisfishmg inss rose to 183, an average of four
crews; for toe ldrger part belonging to! tins ip îhf.1 ^,MaPofPa8few Te toown tiford a proper nnder-- in trade here, 'Wh6;.tote fitted me.nts sealed; a half per Vessel, and to 1896 toe
other paflU, ot -Ctiho4af Would ledve fiftce/uf ^he -^igh * . from tiitr GàP- ’^tnhdiiiK thîs branch of the -quertioP fiçhooners as they would mves boarding bfllcer, aftwnihiute search, Rritish fleet of fifty-seven vessels was
îfritiL®* Waùm which would by tbh tollowmgtextrart frpto tb^GW, refetence, 1-4» ^1’ in Any dtoer speculation wh«b private property of the mate who Jeet <**B*f™ Mnne to 71
likely be^^ demanded as compensation is 1=- Tthe circumstanctetebimected wtih toe promised/torge Profits^.18. ba(1 8tored it away/;’ -^ boaK b” toè IJtoted States patrol,

îùSisErHS
In replying :t<x this, Mr, Foster op De- 1 states1’govermoeP^ s.;!! Ml.fciiit tite!;'riôrpbse iof rhvdtdtog irritât- be made in cases «^" Tu'lqe P SHIPS, jected to only 156 bordering operations,

cember 2hd, 1897. Used -this language : - f 'eatitostiyi Orbmrfte a ttnetidlr tion, without toe mention of^ y following "statement will show If it to borne to mind that each boarding
“Whefa^lt is'brfipqaed to negotiate fdr , fThe but' tii^ questions. aristoe out entiklae These figtfre* ^rhe fonowmg srateme t operation : by, United States vessels the

the surrender P*. thfe legal jAt-.vt pel- amî;tT<>r^lmPot^bitrâtiom¥!seêktig a- %e Bebrtog sea seizhtesvpending ta-.Sttijgf "ilSteT «dicid îoLîng the Can^ian sealing fleet, dur- whole catch is pulled out of the salt in 
/ sealing we are told .fifis can- ^ ^lrot^'^Pright Sone, which ' fW=fTnto<ît ia?d S^tSf scaling seasod in Behring sea, whièh it is packed, and each skin care

not be-bronght aboBt.by: à farr amppen- decisiop PS ttoit , 6P u ^ ^ tw H J gfâfe* a Modes .viv-, «tir Vteam- ^*eSttj*pqc mg * d at 8ea Di fully examined, aud then left tobere-
&MJ* *Siâd 04àf^eli to between thg tw^ Teh "boarding and £? names of thl salted and re-paeked by the crew ofthe

in their character, and others, as the ed. In fact, Bo late as that year, tne can side or roe

l^;E:2r*r:1 SEALERS’ MEMORIAL 20th September, the aggregate 
of boardings was 196, anaverage . 
to each seating vessel, distributed 
the fleet as follows:

Boarded once .............
twice .. ., . 
three times 
four times .. 
five times .. 
six times . ,1

“Upon search of the vessel and exam
ination of the skins, the boarding oflte- 
ers certified in the official log book, the 
time of 'boarding, the position of the ves
sel at sea, and the number of seal skins 
at the time on board.
“Considerable dissatisfaction has been 

expressed by the masters of the seating 
licet, over the trouble and inconveni
ences to which they are subjected by 
these inquisitorial visits and searches.

“A statement by one of the masters 
describes the methods adopted by the 
boarding officers. The vessel was 
searched against his will, the skins 
which had been carefully salted and put 
in the hold, were pulled out of the salt 
and left scattered around, necessitating 
their being re-salted and repacked.

“This represents one boarding only, bnt 
it served to show the irritating and vex
ations espionage which the sealers have 
undergone, when boarded five, or six 
times in about six weeks.

» » *
“It has been represented that the ex

tent of interference by boarding officers 
seems to be practically unlimited, and no 
matter what may be the result of the 
searches, the inconvenience and disaster 
accruing must invariably be borne by 
the sealers.”

among

.. 7 vessels
Statement of the Case to Be Pre- 

g-ated to the Governor 
General.

The Quebec International Confer- 
Is Asked to Consider 

the Claims.
sus-

ence

Compensation Desired Should the 
Canadian Sealing Industry 

Be Further .Restricted.

} Now that the international conference 
to meet at Quebec to considerin soon

matters affecting Canada and toe Unit
ed States, the settlers have prepared the 
following memorial respecting their in
terests which they will forward to the 
Governor-General, with the request that 
the facts as presented on the sealing 
industry should be brought to the atten
tion of the conference. The document is

THE SHELBY.
“This vessel was seized in toe North 

Pacific ocean by the United States 
steamship Corwin on the 11th day of 
May, 1895, in latitude 52:52:10 north, 
longitude 134:10:58 west. The position 
of the vessel would thus be about 70 
miles off Queen Charlotte island, on the 
British Columbia coast, approximately 
500 or 600 miles from her home pert, 
and between 1,200 and 1,500 miles from 
the passes through the Aleutian islands, 
to Behring sea. It was contended that 
the vessel was on her way home with her 
spring catch, she being one of those 
which cleared for operations on the Am
erican side of the North Pacific ocean.

“The vessel was charged with being 
employed in pursuing seals within the 
prohibited waters during the period pro
hibited by law, the close season being 
from 1st of May to 31st July.

“The action against the vessel resulted 
iu her condemnation, the court holding 
that the presence of the ship within the 
award area required the dearest evi
dence to remove the presumption against 
her .which in the present instance was 
lacking.

“As no actual taking of seals had been 
shown, however, it was considered that 
justice could be satisfied by the imposi
tion of a fine in lieu of forfeiture. She 
was consequently adjudged to pay a fine 
of £100 and all costs.”

* ». *

THE BEATRICE

ers

“Was seized by the United States ship 
Rush, in latitude 55:01 north, longitude 
168:55 west, about 29 miles west outside 
the 09-mile zone in Behring sea.

“The reason given for the seizure of 
the vessel, as endorsed on the certificate 
of registry was: “The schooner Beatrice 
has been seized by the United States 

cutter Rush for violation at ar
ticle 5 of the Paris award, viz., not 
accurately entering the catch ot seals in 
her official log."

revenue

(Signed)

United
States.

1

L
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but
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times by Her Majesty s ships.
* - - * •

“The so-called serious defect in the 
British act for the enforcement of the 
regulations is thé next point in Mr. Shen- 
maiiV indictment. He refers to the 
omission of the clause, contained in the 
act passed to Tarry ont the modus vi
vendi of 1891, which provides that the 
presumption of guilt would lie against 
the vesaël 1 having on board fishing or 
shooting implements, or seal skins at 
forbidden times or in forbidden waters, 
and declares that ‘the practical effect is 
to make it impossible to convict British 
sealing vessels although there may be the 
strongest presumptive evidence of guilt, 
evidence which, under the act of COU.~ 
gress, would in most cases procure efie 
conviction of an American sealing ves
sel.

“It would have been of much assist
ance to Her Majesty’s government 
Mr. Sherman had mentioned enC or two 
of these cases, as only ten British ves
sels have been seized during tge fen 
years that the act has been in force. Ur 
these, two weré seized in 1894, not 
for violation of the award, but having 
unsealed arms on board, the alleged arms 
in one ease being a musket with the bar
rel cut down used for signalling tp ttye 
vessel’s boats. There was absolute# ho 
evidence in either case that the arms had 
been used, «and the admiral decided _not 
to bring vessels so improperly seized to 
trial. One vessel was seized last .‘year 
by the United States on the pretext that 
there was a shot hole in one of the skina 
though the most exhaustive search fUp- 
ed to reveal any arms on board, ;$<1 
after a fêw days’ Retention the United 
States officer in charge of the patrol /re- 
leâsed her. There remain only séVén 
vessels, therefore brought to trial’in 
three years, and of these four have been 
convicted and heavy fines or forfeiture 
inflicted. The cases referred to by Mr. 
Sherman are therefore reduced to three. 
One of these vessels was seized'on the 
ground that the master had not entered 
up in his log for two days the numtier 
,of seals taken, and the dourt promptly 
dismissed the case with costa against 
the prosecutor. The other vessel re
leased had been seized on a charge bf 
using fire arms in killing aeals in Behr
ing sea. Having been previously sealing 
on the. Japan coast, where the use of fire 
arms is allowed, on entering Behring 
sea the master had his ammunition 4nd 
arms counted by the United States offi
cers at Attu before beginning sealing. 
When searched subsequently thére Ap
peared to be some discrepancy in the din- 
munition, and one skin had a hole in’it 
presenting an appearance like that fit a 
shot hole. The discrepancy in the am
munition was fully accounted for, but 
the vessel was sent for trial, and :of 
course acquitted. The third caSe of ac
quittal was somewhat similar - to the 
last, except that the evidence WaX even 
less strong, and the commander of the 
British patrol fleet only sent her^or 
trial because his instructions gave hup 
no discretion where a distinct offence'is 
charged against a vessel by a United 
States officer.”
of the minister of M. and F. for Can
ada, 1896, (p. 382) is to the same effect:

“The main object of the Canadian 
government has been to protest against 
the persistent attempt to stamp the in
dustry of pelagic sealing as being con
tra bonos mores, and to characterize it 
as a class of poaching or piracy, demand
ing extraordinary espionage and inor
dinate and. abnormal interference and 
restriction, which has been so consistent-
&S5@S£Z$i

The course above proposed, it wits con
sidered, would very materially impair, 
if not entirely remove toe fallacious ar
guments for an aklmission of the neces- 
siay to resort to any extension of tbe 
already cumbersome restrictions uyon 
the legitimate business ol pelagic sealing.

manner in whidh British vessels, 
have been searched and ransacked . by 
United States vessels at sea, because the 
use of firearms to kill seals within the 
waters of Behring set is forbidden, was 
fully explained in the report for 1895, at 
page 143, under toe heading “Boarding 
of British vessels by United States pa
trol ships.” It was hoped that the. ar
rangements above explained would sat
isfy toe United States government that 
no fire-arms would be used, where such 
use was illegal, especially in the case 
of toe vessels which were provided with 
certificates that no such implements were 
on board;’’

41. Under the condition of affairs 
-which has obtained, your petitioners find 
themselves and their industry to-day s» 
limited, trammelled and circumscribed 
by international regulations, and by tbe 
continued unwarrantable interference on 
toe part of cruisers or revenue cutters 
pretending to act under international ar
rangements, unable to exhibit toe busi
ness as a steady soutce of revenue, and 
benefit.

42. Your memorialists do not desire to 
conceal toe fact that a decline has re
cently occurred in the value 6f seal 
skins whether due to a change tempor
arily or permanent to toe public fash
ions and fancy, or to the exclusive legis
lation on the part of toe United Steles, 
or to both of these causes. Nevertheless, 
had it not been for the exceptional in
terference with their business in past 
years, it is" claimed that yonr memor
ialists fltvould have reaped such advan
tages nom the condition of the market 
in those years that such contingeacies 
as the present could have been provided 
against.

43. Your memorialists, in view of the 
foregoing facts, earnestly crave [that 
special consideration be given to Aheir 
peculiar position, and that no adjust
ment or arrangement be agreed upon 
which ignores the causes and reasons for 
which ignores toe causes and reasons 
for thé present unfortunate and unsatis
factory condition bf those engaged to 
the fur seal industry.

44. It is submitted that the sacrifices 
which have been imposed upon your 
memorialists, and those whose interests 

■ are identical, on account of the foreign 
policy of the Empire, should not beaver- 
looked, and if further concessions are 
to be made to the United Statçs for 
Imperial reasons, or for benefits t^ptoer 
British Canadian industries or intereste, 
the principle ot full compensation should

Your memorialists also submit that 
der the foregoing circumstances, tjle in* 
terests ot your memorialists should not 
be measured by the present rate bl,profit 
in the sealing ventures. :.

45. Your memorialists would respect
fully urgethat no indemnity for tte past 
or for further restrictions of this mdus- 
try, will be satisfactory or “aif,, which 
docs not provide for payment of 
capital actually invested aa well as 

-a sum sufficient to cover the losses 
tained by the sealers to consequent 
the restrictions already imposed.M 
as those which may be imposed.

Your memorialists suggest that the 
sum of not lees than $200.00 pet 
(gross registered tonnage) of each p
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(Continued on rage 7.) «i

S ACCEPTED
of Spain Formally 

91" Peace on Mc- 
ly’s Terms. .......
•---------- iL’i
ive Sagasta Time to 
8- st of His Dqs- 
9 situation.

nron All Ready to 
Spaniards in Case 
I HilCli.

ng. 6.—J ust a week ago 
dor Gambon received 
tot the terms of peace 
rranted by the United 
ie department closed its 
loon the Spanish gov- 
t signified whether or 
red to accept toe condi- 
1 during the past week 
een expected, and that 
expectancy prevailed at 
week. It is significant 
He government officials 

reply will be an ac- 
American terms when 
Ibout 2.30 Secretary 
French embassy-calied 
partment, thus .giving 
lition that he was seeb- 
ppointment for the am- 
t*thq President to dé
fi answer. This, how- 
t to be erroneous, M. 
ss being connected with 
teent seizures of the 
t vessels by the block- 
relating to no way to 
e negotiations. 
et of the officials -when 
hat there is now little 
receipts by the Presi- 

day. While ail the de- 
i it is realized that Sa- 
s making the struggle 
dng the Spanish party 
point where they will 
r him to his acceptance 
peace.
g statements to the ef- 
rojected cruise against 

by the Eastern squad- 
ndoned, Secretary Lang 
ibon that no change has 
ie plans of the depart- 
that squadron, 
tment officials now say 
pny will begin embark- 
-morrow.
lapman Wrecking com- 
id thé navy department 
s have started to float 
iser Maria Teresa and 
inder her own steam, to 
foartment has nothing 
.voyage, the wreckers 

4 to deliver at Norfolk 
s of Cervera’s fleet that

ug. 6.—A Madrid des- 
;w York Journal says: 
nt has approved the re
lish government to the 
Lccqpting the conditions 
he latter under which 
hetoded. >.

6.—TRe cabinet to-day 
ns of the reply tb tbe 
proposed by the United 
lçiodoevar de Rio, the 
gh affairs, is charged 
e reply Which will be 
■d at tfie cabinet ceun- 
rning. It is stated on 
hint the Spanish reply 
iSion for a further re
united States; ?

(g. 6.—-The following is 
■’sanitary report, made 
Total sick 3,367, total 
Cases fever 434, cases 
» duty 601. Deaths,

DIVIDENDS.
|to Both Common and 
lock Declared for 
Half Year. “)

(Special)—A“ a 
hrd of directors of the 
lay dividends of 2 per 
[renee stock and 2 per 
bon stock for the half 
fch June last were de- 
k October.

hï RAILROADS.
[[Management to Effect 
freight Systems.

—The Times 16-morrow 
jwing: ‘‘Another fmpor- 
levai scheme hi Consoli- 
-rbilt railroad tntereets 

L,a meeting recently 
sad. managers of the 

lie freight lines. Presi- 
the New York Central, 
Hat the test freights 
railroads comprising the 
will at once be conseil
lions, with general head- 
r This step. It Is ex
il a large saving a# ex- 
tocej the working force 
hese- freigh
ines connected with the 
ç now mirier the super- 
!t managers, as follow”- 
Vliite lino and the Mln- 
ged bv T. L. Pomerr, 
Bt Buffalo: the ■ Bine 
.■Southern line by V. O. 
iter; the West Shore 
Ion, from Buffalo; .the 
h. by W. J. Mann, front 
ticket Plate, bv D.: F. 
lago. These lines are 
o that all operate Oyer 
«1. and Its connections 
fstem. and al! operated 
é railroad and tts eon- 
*tem. It Is Ilkety that 
iht line will retain Its 
vnt convenience. The 
ystem will Indnde the 
ie. Midland line. Bine 
ithern line. The West 
rlnde tbe North Shore, 
Shore and Nickel Plate

t lines more

Re VARIETY.
ksnch a wasteful peo-
Ln on the train this 
F least six walls and a 
Ph no one had painted 
•—Chicago News.

k
?d; I am left With a 
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