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(mer, using hi* favourite formula. 
"Money no object with me, When 1 
Bet mf mind On a thing." 

i "So l perceive,” says Sir Herrick.
| "NO, Sir Herrick; I know the value 
I of money, but I don't mind spending 
it when I see it's necessary. Now, 
when I took the Court—io offence—” 

"Not in the slightest," assents Sir 
Herrick, pulling out his cigarette- 
case and glancing round at Paula.

“When I took the Court it was a 
(Unshackled place, very much out of 
repair, and all to gleces, as one might 
say."

Sir Herrick nods.
“ 'There’s a lot of money to be 

Spent/ says Ï. Well, I spent It You 
won’t know the place, Sir Herrick.”

"Vary probably not," says Sir Her­
rick, drily,

“No, Sir Herrick, I set about mak­
ing alterations regardless of expense, 
and I think I’ve improved it Look 
there,” and he points a fat, red finger 
to a mass of red brick-wook which 
has been added on to one of-the wings 
of the old place—a mass of brick-work 
which utterly spoils that portion on 
to which it has been grafted,* and is 
hideous enough to draw tears from 
the whole Society of Antiquarians,

Sir Herrick looks at It With a smile.
Herrick,” says the
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CHAPTER VI. 1
“You are very kind.” says Sir Her­

rick, “but—”
“Oh, come; we can't take any re­

fusal,” says Mr. Palmer, with un 
oleaginous smile. “Can’t, indeed. You 
must make the Court your ’emdquar- 
ters. Come up and have luncheon with 
ns. Take us as we are, Sir Herrick. 
If we’d known you’d been coming 
we’d have had a decent spread; but 
you must take pot-uck, you know."

“But we have had our lunch," says 
Sir Herrick.

Mr. Palmer looks round with an 
air pt disappointment; but eeeing no 
trace of a picnic basket, brightens up 
again.

“Oh, a mere sandwich!" he says. 
“That’s nothing! Come, Miss Paula, 
persuade your friend to join our usa­
ble meal."

Paula looks up with a smile at the 
handsome face, and the smile says so 
plainly, “Go. It will be more fun," that 
Sir Herrick Inclines his head, and, 
smothering a sigh, says:

"Thanks. I shall be very gl*d, it 
Miss Paula doesn't mind. It wasn’t 
much of a lunch, was it?”

Paula Shakes her head.
“That’s right," says Mr. Palmer, 

trying to slap Sir Herrick on ‘he 
hack; but aiming short, and nearly 
losing his balance. “Come along, 
young people. Stancy, Just run on a- 
head, will yod, and tell them Sir Her­
rick Fowls is going to Join us!”

Stancy de Palmer colours, aad 
looks rather sullen; but there is no­
thing for it but to obey; and sticking 
hie eye-glass In his eye, and trying 
to look as dignified ss he can under 
the circumstances, he seta off.

Sir Herrick stands for a moment 
watching the erstwhile languid figure 
scudding across the meadows In the 
many-coloured knlckerhocker suit, 
then he bends down with a smile and 
picks up hi» basket.

"Allow me,” says Mr. Palmer, ob­
sequiously. "Let me carry something. 
I’ve got empty ’ands.”

But Sir Herrick slings his basket 
over his shoulder and picks up hie 
rod with a polite “No, thanks.” Then 
he looks at tbo stream and the sky 
rather longingly, and sets off beside 
the sugar-baker. Once he turns to 
glance at Paula, almost beseechingly 
asking for permission to back out ef 
It; but Paula carefully evades his 
glance, andL with a sigh, be walks <■> 
beside Mr. Palmer.

Paula walks behind with the gentle 
.laughter of the house, and for a few 
minutes they are silent; but as the 
other two step out of bearing, May 
says in a low voice:

“Oh, Paula!”
-What’s the roatterr cays Paula, 

her dark eyes twinkling.
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| “There, Sir 
sugar-baker, with an air of eelf-eat- 
iafaction. “There's a billiard-room and 
smoking-room, and a bdodoer for the 
ladies. Oh, I haven’t spared any ex­
pense, I assure you.”

“So I see," says Sir Herrick.
“And I've added a ball-room and a 

dining-room. I wanted It you know. 
There was only the old banquet-hall, 
as they called It—a bare of a place, 
hung with old flags and oeats-of-arme. 
Took 'em all down, sir, and had the 
room papered; there was only a dark, 
gloomy kind of oak panelling—"

"I remember," says the last of the 
Powlees. * (

"You do? Ah, wall, you’ll b# sur­
prised. But money, Sir Herrick, money 
can do anything."

"So It appears," says Sir Herrick; 
and he adds, mentally, “Even spoil 
an old place like Powle Court."

“Come, Sir Herrick,” says the Sug­
ar-baker, "welcome to the Court,” 
and he ascends the old atone steps, 
up which even a crowned king had 
stopped; and rings a bell.

Suddenly the door Is opened by a 
footman In gorgeous livery of canary 
plueh, with crimson trimmings ; an­
other makes his appearance, and two 

other like a
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want to see how he enters the Court. 
Just think! It belonged to hie people 
for ages, ever since it was built. And 
he is going back to it—you know he 
was born there!”

“No,” murmurs May.
“Yes, actually born there; and he’s 

going back to it as a stranger and a 
guest.”

“I don’t think it’s right,” saye May, 
piteously. “I don’t think anyone ought 
to be able to get rid of their Inherit­
ance. I mean they ought not to be able 
to sell it to the first comer; and, 
Paula—”

"Well?”
“I’m sure that it Is of no use such 

people as ourselves living in a place 
like Fowls Court. We were much hap­
pier at Clapton."

“Oh, nonsense!” says Paula, em­
phatically. "But do walk a little faster. 
It will be such tun. I want to see him 
when he goes in.”

May quickens the pace, and they 
catch up the other two as they enter 
the Court grounds by one of the lod­
ges that' stands by a pair of tall, lpyn 
gates. "®

Mr. Palmer is evidently making the 
most of his opportunity; and, quite 
forgetful of the fact that his compan­
ion was tiio heir to the place, Is en­
larging on the improvements he has 
made.

“There was an old pond here," he 
says, waving bis hand over the spot 
where Sir Herrick used to fish, with 
a piece of cotton and a bent pis, in 
his childhood

RM AD
Stand opposite each 
guard of honour, and between them 
Mr. Palmer, the sugar-baker, and Sir 
Herrick Fowls enter.

Paula runs up the steps to be In 
time to witness the entrance, and 
stands panting a little, watching the 
handsome face.

“There, sir," says Mr. Palmer, wav­
ing his hand round the “hold ’all;” 
“rather different, I think, from what 
it was. Had it papered and gilded. 
None of your dismal old oak for me. 
Rather different, ain’t It? Improve-1 
ment, eh?" ■>

Sir -Herrick looks round 
transmogrified hall, shorn 
time-eaten banners, with its black 
oak hidden beneath a gaudy paper, 
with Its historic furniture replaced 
by modern tables and chaire. Looks 
.round with an amused smile, with no 
expression of regret let him feel what 
he may; and Paula, watching him 
closely, and listening with all her 
ears, hears him say:

“Yes, it Is quite different, Mr. Pal­
mer*

And so the last of the Powlees en­
ters the old house of hie ancestors.

(To.be continued.)
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but I filled it In—I 
don't like ponde about a place; they 
make It damp. New lodge, Blr Her­
rick—my own plan.”

Sir Herrick stares at tbo ugly lodge* 
aud node, with a smile.
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