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IRPROVEMENT—FOR THE TIME.

Parliament is expected to prorogue
this week. It has been an off-session.
First sessions usually are such. The
present could seavcely  have been
other. The parties are newly return-
ed from the country, the Government
with anshaken power, the, Opposition
with renewed lease on the seats to
the Speaker’s leit. For four years
nothing in the ordinary course of

tintroduetion,

s

————

enough to enjoy hiberfy without :o-
straint it is-puzzling to see. The as-
sumption is eertainly not borne out
by history. 8o long as men are allow-
ed io talk as long as they please at
other people’s expense and so long
as they consider it good politics to
blacken the characters of their politi-
cal opponents, so leng will Oppositions
—a temptation to which the present
be under the temptation of degener-
ating into gossips and scandal makers
Oppesition party has been Heund »
ready vietim., Though they have im-
proved somewhat recently it is im-
provement under suspicious circum-
stances and with no assurance of its
rermanency.

THE GREAT. MACKENZIE BASIN.

“The Great Mackenzie Basin” is the
title of a recent booklet on the great
northland. issued by the department
of the interior. As explained in the
the investigation of the
natural resources of the great unset-
tled, and practically unexplored north-

guise and settled down to the dissem-'of bread. With normal weather from but much-needed reform.

ination of
under Mr,

political misinformation
Willison’s direction. At
its friends with the assurance that
Bir Wilfrid is political “small’ pota-
toes’—a notion that has contributed
considerably to the successive defeats
of his opponents, and ‘which netion
Liberals hope will be steadfastly cher-
ished by said opponents to their con-
tinuous confusion. It is entertaining
at any rate to lay the assertions of
the News alongcide .some passages its
editor printed in his “book’ ten years
£go. This, jor instance:—

“Moderation is the keynote aof all
his career and the secret of all his
achievements. He learned at the
threshold of his public life that the
statesman must often resist public
clamor and stand impervious to mo-
mentary gusts of popular passion and
that all enduring achievements must
be based in the rcason rather than in
me emotions of the people.

“The disposition to preserve is an
essential  element in  Sir Wilfrid

Laurier’s
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this time there will be nothing to fear:

‘but if the cold is much further pro--
present the News is trying to cheer up ;longed, there may be danger that the ~hig annual

grain . will not ripen before the frosts

of autumn are with us again. We must
hope that the concluding days of the
month' may see May merry, as by all}
tradition she should be, and that the
balance of the growing seasor may na
on the whole favorable’”

IMPERFAL NAVAL CONFERENCE.
Premier Asquith has doreshadowed
an Imperial naval conference to con-
=.der plans for the naval defence of
the Empire. Two of Canada’s min-
isters leave in a few weeks to consult
with the British government as to
what line Canada’s naval policy should
foilow. The premier’s words may be
taken as a hint to the other Domin-
ions that they would do well to fol-
low the lead. He ‘said: “Before I
leave the matter there is one less con-

troversial and more pleasant aspect

Rather he)
bespeaks proprietorship of the en.:\xiznf,:‘
credit if the reform should oceur. In
statement to the House
he said trouble had arisen
¢ iladies ¢busing
])\;~t

through
the privilege ¢f parcel
though the regulations allowed
1 of parcels up to six cubic feet. “I
have not allowed the iniringement to
continue,” he announced stoutly, ad-
ding, ““‘if in consequence ladies’ hats
have diminished in size, those who
attend matinees and places of ‘that
deseription will thank me for it.”” The
unfeeling. males who constitute the
membership of the House received the
statement with ringing cheers.

The German Emperor has been cul-
tivaling Austrian friendship with un-
usual fervor of late. Official Austria
gives every sign of favoring his atten-
tions, though unofficial Austria is in-
clined to wonder what the conspicu-
ous friendiness signifies. The world
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parties. Four years is a long timeof the Senate. of Canada during th
for an Opposition to look ahead and |session of 1906-7, and the publication

shall all be glad to|Will regard it as the Austrian people
must 1)4[' the dominant principle of all I mean the magnificent |40 The Emperor Joseph is an old
successful government in free coun- = : 1 is
g 2 3 > .j{man. His death has long been a mat-
tries. So in the field o} constitutional offers made, and, if their value coull ~

lions oi pevple ascendan
direction, 1

front and

now that they are changing | party are sufficiently strong

caiculate the chances of success, too
long for them to settle down enthus-
iastically to the cuitivation of pub-
lic opinion to their way o!? thinking.
especially when publie opinion seems
likely to require such a considerable
amount of cultivation to produce the
desired harvest. While the Govern-
ment prepare the sessional program
the Opposition decide in what spirit
the program shall be  carried out
With them is the choice of whether it
will be a love-feast or a battle royal
A session gets its character ifrom the
men who want to get in power rather,
than irom those who are already there

If a Government had its way things
wovid always go along smoothly, and
the way they want them to go. Of
course it is for the Opposition to say

whether this shall be the case or not '
To the Opposition is due mainly lh.?:
level upon which dehates are carried

on and the characteristics which dis-;
tinguish the session. They are tlwl
party with something to win and con-l
sequently the paity who decided what

shall bhe the fighting ground and what

the” weapons.

On the whole the session has been

of the
in the
session,

evidence then obtained,
journals of the Senate (3rd
10th parliament), and, sub-
sequently, in the book published un.
der the direction oi the department. uf
the interior, entitled ““Canada’s Fertile
Northland.” have aroused a remark-
able interest in the subject, not only
in Canada, but throughout the 1(*ngQ\
of the civilized world.

In consequence the requests for fur-
ther authentic information as to the
resources of northern Canada, partic-
ularly that portion of it which lies
between Hudson Bay and the Rocky
Mountains, are urgent and insistent
As a matter of fact, miuch of this ‘n-

first

i formation has been already obtained

by parliamentary committees, but as
it has not been made readily acces
sible to the pubdlic, it has not attract-
ed general attention.

While those. specially conecerned ip
the subject have for many years been
aware of the fertility and latent nat-
ural wealth of the Dominion’s north-
ern hinterland, up to the present
time, public attention has been mainly
directed to the expleitation and de
velopment of the resources of the more

reform hc has striven for amendment
within the constitution and has quiet-
ly but mmh antagonized all mtemper-‘
ate agitation for radical alteration m‘
the terms of confederation. His is
essentially a constructive mind and
a serence temperament. He trusts ip
the future and reverences the past.
He will always be slow to lay destruc-
tive hands upon hallowed institutions
and reluctant to distrust the ancient
landmarks. His administration has
been eminently constructive and pro-
gressive. He labors with strenuous
hand and abiding faith to unify and
consolidate the wvarious elements of
the confederat!on, to promote material
development and establish- national
se .1- onfidence.

‘“All his heart and all his creed and
all his hope he puts in his inspiring
message to the Acadians of Nowva
Scotia :—

‘As long as I'live, as long as T
have the power to labor in the service
of my country, I ~hali repel the:ides
of changing the nature of its different
elements., 1 wan' to take all the ele-
ments and build a nation that will ke
foremost among the great powers of
the worid.””’

FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY.
Not often in this western land is 8
court called upon ‘v sentence two men
for ‘two ‘separate and disconnected
killings, iu one session. This unususl

be enhanced, by the fine and generous
spirit in which those offers have bsen
made, on the part of our self-govern-
ing colonies .(Cheers.) Nothing couid
have been, I think, more gracious «r
more tactful, or indicate a inore gen-
erous patriotic conception oi the com-
mon obligations of empire. than the
attitude of these wolopies in regard
to this matter. (Cheers.) I will only
venture, speaking for mysel®, as I
haye not ha-. the opportunity of con-
itin: ‘my colleagues—what I am say-
ing is quite unofficial—but I cannot
heip thinking that it might be pos-
<ih:e, and, if possible, eminently de:
sirable, we should bring together into
consultation, or, at any rate, in com-
E on consultation, these great colonies
and the mother country, so that we
may, not. with regard to this particu-
lar year alone, but with regard to the
fwure, in general concert, in the
spirit which they have so finaly ex-
hibited. and with the common object
which we ought to have in view, as-
certain as to our respective shares in
this great apnd independent work -f
the naval defence of the empire.”

CURRENT COMMENT.

ter over which European statesmen
have shaken their heads. After
Joseph, what? The {riendliness of of-
ficial Austria with Emperor William
and the decision to create a powerful
Austrian fleet at the moment Ger-
many’s naval expansion is arousing
alarm give anything but a quieting
aspect, to the problem.

The output of the spring poets is
varied occasionally in quality if fairly
steady in quantity. Mr. Walt Mason
adds spice to the general product n
an unversified ode to ‘“‘garden sass’
“Let other poets twang their lyres and
sing of budding trees, and babbling
brooks and humming birds and bumb-
ling bumblebees, but I will swat my
trusty harp, and make a fancy pass.
and sing a joyous madrigal concern-
ing garden sass. O garden sass!
garden sass! The
peas!

Sweet
lettuce and the
The onion from the grocery.
that scents the evening breeze! Let
poets fced on roses and let cattle feed
on grass, I'll break a dozen harp-
strings with my song of garden sass!
O bring me {ifty radishes and forty-
seven beets; and let us thoil some
spinach when the water

give the Chinese people strength wit

out principle, and may even bring
a crude
highey

vithout
which are
for the best welfare of any
The object is to keep the frontier
the two civilizations in China

of allowing China to
frontier to
haps Canada.

materialism, v
guidance

transy
some other

An earthquake is a piaenomer
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assault -have been rarer. There have
been lapses from the rule of course.
The assaults on the minister of' pubiiv'
works were the outstanding ones. Both ;
petered ouf, weréubdiing io.do 50, anid
thezg are’ not wanting signs that the
Opposition expected little hetter even
when they launched them. They cul—{
minated in another exhibition of Mr
Foster’s cowardice” when he declined
to speak in his turn lest he should b
followed by a genileman who knew
something about the matter in hand
But. these assaunlts, envenomed though
theg were, do not seem to have had
the old fire end persistency about
them. They appear to have bwn
made to keep up appearances mainE\L
and 16 remind the country that there

was ~still an Opposition. Somehox.:
the band scem to have lost interest in

this kind of warfare, no doubt becausc '
they tlound out the consequences of 1"
Tastifall. Whatever <lse the elections ‘
made clear they demonstrated that if

oné member |
condemn ‘

of Parliament wants to
another- on moral ground:
hé mast stand up and make his charge
like a man and a parliamentarian.
This the present Opposition have never
dared do. .Whether this be the cause
or not the heart seems to have gone
out oi--the gay bueccaneers who for
the past few carved and
hacked at every man’s reputation as
the evil spirits moved them. In part
the discouragement is no doubt due to
their decreased numbers: Mr. Fowler.
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Bergeron, Mr. Cock
shutt ‘are no more in camp, and they
were all experts in that particular
brand of hostilities. Several promis-
ing reeruifs have joined, but it was
scdreely iair to expect these and the
Battered refnant to' develop in one
campaign the tactics and skill of the
ol brigade,
Improvement under
sthnces,
form.

sessions

such circum-
hdwever;, ie anh unstdble re-
That things have been doac
mbore décerifly and in better order this
time 8 no sign that they will be con-
tinued - in this "way. A couple of
years’ hence, when another election
looms in sight, we may find the old
tacties re-imtroduced and-again work-

are now comprised in the province of
Manitoba and the southern and set-
tled portions of the provinces of Sas-

katchewan ond Alberta. The vast

‘region north. of thie pregent settled

area—the futeré home of many thous-
ands oi prosperous Canadians—has
therefore failed to receive the atten-
tion it invited.

While the work of developing the

'%outh(\rn portion of the new western

provinces was yet in its infancy the
claim of the resources of the great
northland to national attention began
to assert itself. Information of =2
HlOil valuable character on the sub-
i ject of the resources of northern Can-
ada -was obtained by two select com
mittees ofi the Senate which sat dur-
ing the sessions of 1887 and 1888, un-
der the presidency of the late Hon.
Senator Schultz (1), who was mainly
instrumental in having the said eom-
mittees appointed. A considerch)
amount . of the evidence given belore
the two Schultz committees corres-
ponds with, and is confirmatory of
the evidence given before the Davis
committee in 1907, Hut there was also
some evidence of importance along
entirely different lines of research from
those followed by the Davis commit-
tee.

In view of the interest mow exist-
ing in the subject of the resources o}
the northern portion of Canada, the
eévidence heard before the Schultz
committees, and the committee report:
based thereupon, have increased ma-
terially in value, und-the few available
copies of the printed reports of the
comunittees of 1887 and 1888 have bz2p
in constant requisition during the past
few months.

Under these e¢ircumatances it was
thought that a summary or digest of
the reports of theie committees wnd
of all the evidence then heard beariug
upon the question of the natural re-
sources oi northern Canada, would be
useful to the large number of capi
talists, prospectors, would-be settle:s.
sportsmen, and other persons whose
attention is at the moment directed
to this subject. The present volume
is the result. Copies may be securcd

ed up to the malicious nicety that
distinguished them in the last par-
liameént. - It will be a matter of som
regret if the present session is allowed
to cldse without an over-hauling «
the rules of the House to prevent the

from the_railway lands branch of the
departinent.

HIS ENEMY'S “BOOK.”
David, many centuries ago, longed
that his enemy would writc a book.

récufrence of this. Tt is not tolerated
insthe Brifish Parliament nor in any
other Parliament < iramed on that
plan, exeept our own.
bé ‘sufferad heére nobody knows saye
through a fanciful dread of limitinz
the ‘fi¥eedom of debate.’” The danger
s, imaginary rather than real. Freu:
dom in this and every other free coun-
iry is understood to consist only in
.and Mnder a eertain amount of legal
restraint. Why members of Parlia-
ment should be- consxdered supezrxor

"iriends who might become

Why should it

Presumadly he ineluded as well the
enemics
as thosc who were opponents at the
time. Sir Wilirid Laurier must rgcal)
the passage frequently if he is a read-
er of the Toronto News. Several years
ago the editor of the News was a warm
admirer of the premier, a very warm
admirer if we_are to take his words
at par, quité as warm a iriend as he
now. is. a ecritic;  These were in the
ydays before the Toronto News became
lhe organ of dnlettaute ‘Toryism in dis-

In both cases the verdiets rendered by
the juries were inevitablie from the
evidence, and in each the sentence fol-
lowed the verdiet as night follows day
Punishment for murder or manslaugh-
ter is in no sensze a fine collected for
the crime committed; human life is
unpurchaseable, neither can its de
struction be recompensed. It is not
revenge for the offence, for revenge
is always foolish and always useless
The end of the punishment is the
safeéty of society. The dead cannot
be recalled and should not be reveng-
ed, tbut the living must be protected
To this end the penalty imposed upon
those who destroy liie iz severe, whe-
ther the blow be sfruck in malice ar
in anger. The object is to ipress upon
the minds of those of criminal instinet
or of impetuous disposition the danger
oi harboring hatred or of giving way
to wrath. The sentiment of human-
#y shudders-at the thought of hanging
even a murderer; people fcel more of
pity than of anger for a man whosa
hasty blow brings upon him a term
in pricon. But reason demands that
life be protected at all cost of ieeling.
This would not be a land of security
and- orderliness if erimes of such chir-
acter were not punished both prompt-
ly and severely.. British freedom con-
sists in law that is a terror to evil-
doers but to no one else. Freedom
could exist under no other law.

THERE ARE OTHERS.

Seemingly the West is not being dis-
criminated against in the matter of
spring weather. The Montreal Wit-
ness laments climatic conditions iu
this language: *‘ ‘It is not always
May,’ sings the poet, and if every May
resembled the pressnt one,
it has gone, we shonld not be unthank-
ful for that. This year we find like
Goldsmith’s ‘Traveller,” ‘winter linger-
ing chills the lap of May.” One conse-
quence has been delay in sowing. An-
dther has been the arrest of vegeta-
tion. The trees are still, as the sail-
ors say, or used to say, under bare
poles, the first buds having been all
slain by untimely returns of winter.
There began to be a show of life on
Saturday and Sunday, but it is hard
to believe that our groves will in three
weeks from now reach, as they should
their full foliage. We have seen, wiid
flowers in abundancc on the mountain
at this date in other years, where to-
day only a few shrinking buds are
showing. But these will come along
later with the grealer luxuriance per-
haps for the delay, as will the leaves
of the trees. When-the sun shall le
seen once more in the blue sky for a
day or tavo, vegetgtion will spring into
leaf and #flower with a purst.  The
greatest anxiety is felt for the grain.
and especially wheat, of which it is
hoped that more will be produced this
year than in any former seéason. The

so far os

Be it never so gentle, an earthquake
is an awedbegetting phenomenon. The
seismographs ure quaking still.

The Hamilton inquest seems to have
unearthed everything about Miss Kin
rade’s history but the
person who killed her.

The Toronto Globe thinks one is
justified in wishing Abdul would sui-
cide. ‘There is only on~ drawback 10
the wish. It is ho

name of -he

peless.

Brazil has a new Dreadnought just
launched—in a British yard
The Brazilian
occasion

, of course
representative on the
thoughtfully assured his
hearers that his country does not con-
template an aggressive policy of ex-
pansion,

News of the death of George Mere-
dith will ring sorrow to thousands
who never met him nor saw the land
of his birth, but who made acquaint-
ance with his undoubted
through the - medivms
fiction.

genius
of poesy anid

Monday’s rain will do great good
and comparatively - little harm. Late
seeding will be temporarily delayed.
But the bulk' of the seed is.in the
ground and if warm weather succeeds
germination - will be rapid and the
erops will be given an excellent start

with which to recover the handicap of |

the late .season.

A British commission is fearful that
the United States beef trust may cap-
ture the British market. One may to
prevent it is for Britishers to put cap-
ital into Canadian ranches and pack-
ing houses. A"berta produces as good
cattle as Chicago ever saw. It is
merely a question of producing enough
of them and of improving and cheap-
ening the process of putting them on
the OM Country markets. Rightly
handied, there should be monmey in
the business for the investors #s we!l
as the preservation” of British trade to
British countries and interests.

In the debate on the woollen duties
Dr. Mclntyre, of Stratheona, followed
Mr. Thoburn, of Almonté, a woollen
milier who, of course, wanted more
duty. A few days alter the debate
Dr. MeclIntyre received the dollowing
letter from a workman in Almonte.
which fajrly reflects the = urgent
necessity oi rescuing Mr. Thoburn
from the fangs of the woil: “Mr. Mec-
Intyre—Forty yvears ago Mr. Wm. Tho-
burn was working in the factory ut
one dollar a day. Thirty years ago Le
startéd making flannels. He is now
worth a quarter of a million dollars.
He mneeds more protection, don’t he.
poor Bill?"”

prosperity of Canada largely depends

upon it, as does

the price of the loaf’

My. Buxton, the imperial pos
general,

tmaster

claima c@_@h joreatk Anique

garden sass!”’

Cuba, not to ba out done by Porto
Rico, has been doing the unexpected
governmentally and it may be neces-
sary for the United States to invade
the island again and untangle its. af-
fairs, financial and other. If so, the
interests of humanity will be further-
ed il the occupation is made of in-
definite duration, and if it should in
the long run evolve itself into annexa-
tion. When all is said it is better
that Cuba should be well governed by
the United States than
by its own people.
revered,

misgovernad
A document much
and with some propr:ety, by
our friends of the great Republic holds
that all men are an of nature ought to

free and equal. But the doctrine
does not seem to fit the case of a
backward people who want to be frec
to govern themselves badly, or who
demonstrate consisten'tly their inequal-
ity in the conduct of just and efficient
government, Cuba and a multitude
of other national wards have testified
tnat their people are free and equal
only when governed by some one other
than themselves. It is to the credit
of the Amenican people that whan
the facts do not coincide with the lit-
eral expression of their favorite theory
they give ear to the facts and leave
the theory to get in line as (best it
cun,

Sir Rcbert Perks offers to build the
Georgian Bay canal. The importance
of the work to Western Canada 1is
summarized in_ the statement that
ocean grain carrying vessels by tra-
versing the canal could come to tha
ports at the hgad of Lake Superior and
1oad grain there for Liverpool. So far
as the West is concerned this fact
pretty well elinches the desirgbility of
the work. There are reasons, too, for
thinking it would be well to let the
work ‘be done by a company on lines
such as laid down by the great British
engineer. The canal would cost $100,-
000,000. It will be mauy years prob-
ably before Canada feels free to un-
dertake the project as a national work.
Sir Robert has never made a failure
60 iar as known in the many trementd-
ous undertakings to which he has spt
his hand. He offers to 'build the canal
if the Government guarantees three
and one-half per cent. interest to the
company on their investment, the
earnings over that to be divided equ-
ally between the Government and the
company. The proposal looks attrac:
tive from many. viewpointi. It would
mwean the immediate construction of a
work which will otherwise likely. be
delayed; the work would be done un-
der unquestionable auspices both as
to financial and engineering ability:
the country would be able to recoup
itself from future
outlay -in interest p.nm"uts during
construction,

out damage.
rather excelled itself in securing
haustive reports from all sections

the country, yet as fer as known

one was killed or injured, no buill

apyre

ings were demolished and n&
able damage done to property in ¢
way. The net result will 1

us that the
be shaken g

Also it passed wi'h-|the Adar
Newspgper enterprise

heart of a continent may

|
{:Mu King of Italy and Emperor Fran-
Z

ny | frontier
e to remind | has constantly

1a Christians and those
\

world at large wouid be duly thank-

x- | ful.

Strengthening ‘Driebund,
lome, May 13.—It is probable that
c2s Joseph of Austria «<will meet i a
[talian city, as the Emperor
refused to vi I{wm\'.
Such a meeting ‘would greatly streng-
! then the Rriebund by preventing ltaly

s well as the fringe, th “‘ joining England and France.
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How the Tragedy Occur ]

“The chain lay «
of me,” said
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said ‘I have been :
chain Mr. Deputy.”
thats good.” Jt
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and was from 0
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