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Thousand And Thirty-Seven Lives Lost In Empress Liner ;
Survivors Tell Thrilling Tales Of The Horrible Disaster

BIG C.P.R. LINER WENT TO BOTTOM CATASTROPHE TALES OF SUFFERING RELATED 
^IH MOST SERIOUS1

ON THE RIVER

1

%

TEN MINUTES AFTER THE COLLISION ; 
PASSENGERS TRAPPED LIKE RATS

BY THE FEW RESCUED PASSENGERS ; 
MANY HORRORS SEEN AT RIMOUSKI

"

i
uEmpress Was Stopped When She 

Was Rammed by the 
“Storstad.” .

m
m-Captain of the Lost Ship Acted Like 

a True British Sailor and 
Dauntless Hero.

Empress of Ireland Was Anchored In 
The Fog When Death-Deal

ing Blow Came

of Ireland Carried 1367 Pas
sengers On Her Last Disas

trous Trip

Rees, who was supporting his wife, 
to bring her above.

What is wrong?’ he whispered.” 
I am afraid that it is something 

very serious,’ I whispered back.
“When I reached the deck a second 

time, there was a great tilt to it, 
and people were clambering to the 
upper side in their effort to get fur
ther away from the water.

W’ent Down Quickly.
“I went up to the upper rail, and 

as I reached it the boat quickly rolled 
over the rest of the way, and lying 
on her side, sank. I was carried 
down with it and was shot up again, 
how I cannot tell.

“As I arose I was struck several 
times by bodies and was again pulled 
dowm, but came up again. Then I was 
in smoother water and I struck out 
for the steamer, which wras then 
standing by some distance away. I 
am a strong swimmer and I got 
along without any trouble.

“When I was two-thirds of the way 
across I came to a piece of wreckage 
on which were two other men, and I 
laid hold. It was sufficient to sup
port three of us.

“A little wrhile lâter we were picked 
up by a boat from the other steam
er.”

“She had no time to give another 
word, as she sank within ten minutes 

I after being struck.
“At 6.10 the Norwegian collier Stor- 

stad, coal laden from Sydney, N.S., for 
Montreal, came along slowly.

“When her bow was seen smashed 
in. it became known she was the ves- 

; sel that had struck the Empress of 
Ireland the fatal blow’.”

Captain Kendall, commander of the 
vessel and the man w*ho discovered 

BIG M MBER 01 (RED SAY ED Crippen, the murderer, was picked up
’ from among the wreckage, but is re-

Sbip ( arried Big ( ontingent of Sal- ported to be dying from the effects of 
vatianists Including .Many 

Prominent Officers

Capt. Morris, of the Salvation Army 
Tells Story of His Hard 

Experiences.

Empress 111StlzS«« «

PASSENGERS ALL IN BED
WHEN DISASTER OCCURRED.

if 11a <

ALARMED BY SOUND
OF THE FATAL COLLISION.

1TOLD “STORSTAD” CAPTAIN
TO KEEP SHIP MOVING

ONLY 337 ACCOUNTED FOR
AND 1030 SUPPOSED LOST

PLATES YVERE TORN OFF
MIDSHIPS TO PROPELLOK

m
Ship Equipped With Latest Safety 

Appliances But it All Failed 
To Save Her.

And YVatertight Compartments YYere 
So Damaged As To Be

Useless

Only a Dozen * YY oiuen 0 

Hundreds on Board YYere 
Saved

the And so to Plug the Gaping Hole in 
the Doomed Liner’s 

Side-

Thrown Into the WTater and Swam to 
“Storstad” and Was Later 

Picked Up.
11

iONTREAL, 7.30 p.m.—Sir Thos. 
Shaughnessy, President of the 

•Canadian Pacific Railway, is 
sued the following statement this 
afternoon :

The catastrophe, because of the 
great loss of life, is the most serious 
in the history of the St. Lawrrence 
route. Owing to the distance of the 
nearest telegraph or telephone sta
tion from the scene of the wreck 
there has been unavoidable delay in 
securing official details, but we ex
pect a report from Captain Kendall 
in the course of the afternoon. 

Facts of Disaster
From the facts as we have them, 

about two o’clock this morning the 
Empress of Ireland when off Rimous- 
ki, stopped in a dense fog, was ram
med on tlie port side by the Nor
wegian collier Storstad in such a man 
ner as to tear the ship from the 
middle to tlie screw-, thus making her 
watertight bulkheads w’ith which she 
was provided absolutely useless. The 
vessel settled down in fourteen min
utes.

M Baft i ff
■ ■

NO TIME TO YVAKE SLEEPERS BUT THE SHIP BACKED AYVAY STORY OF THE SHIP’S DOCTOR.

■MLOr To Lower All Lifeboats.—Many 
Rescued YY ere in Ice YYatcrs 

For Half an Hour

And Fourteen Minutes Afterward tlie 
Empress of Ireland Plunged to 

the Bottom.

Sheds at Rimouski Crammed Full of 
the Bodies of the 

Victims.

being in the cold water of the Gulf for 
half hour.

According to a statement from the 
C.P.R. the ship sank in 14 minutes, be
fore the officers had time to lower the 
lifeboats, of which there were suffi
cient to accommodate 1600 people or 
even to light the lights.

Those who managed to escape into 
the icy waters of the sea w-ere clad 
only in night robes and suffered in
tensely before help came to them 
from the Eureka and Lady Evelyn.

The cause of the rapid sinking is 
reported to have been the manner in 
which the Storstad rammed the Em
press of Ireland, anchored as she was 
in the dense fog.

The Storstad w-as not too much 
damaged to allow her to proceed to 
Quebec under her own steam, but be
fore proceeding she landed a few sur
vivors and some dead bodies w’hich 
wrere taken off by the steamer Eureka

à
and Lady Evelyn and landed at 
Rimouski wharf.

The Empress of Ireland foundered 
in a depth of seventeen fathoms, 
about ten miles below7 Father Point.

There was not sufficient time to

m

ONTREAL, May 29.—Mon
treal is in mourning, busi
ness is at standstill and the 

sports planned for the holiday to
morrow have been abandoned for 
the present.

Montreal people have suffered 
the worst calamity in their history 
in the loss of the steamship Em
press of Ireland which sank early 
this morning, after 2 collision with 
the Dominion collier steamer Stor-

early hours of yesterday. To-day w-e 
give further details.

Until the magnificient Allan liners 
Calgarian and Alsation made their ap
pearance this year, the Empress of 
Ireland and her sister ship the Em
press of Britain, w-ere the Empresses 
of the Canadian trade with Europe in 
every sense of the word, and even 
though the new comers claim extra 
comforts, and, being eight years later, 
more modern ideas, yet many of the 
travelling public who were familiar 
with the C.P.R. boats, wrould not give 
them up for the others.

The Empress of Ireland was con
structed in accordance with the latest 
designs in naval architecture and em
braced every advantage that construe- 1 
tive genius and operative experience 
could suggest or desire at that time.

But It All Failed
Manned by officers and crew-, thor

oughly trained and reliable, she at
tained the maximum of safety and 
service.

Th£ length of the Empress of Ire
land was 570 feet, breadth 65 feet 6 
inches. There was accommodation 
for 350 first cabin, 350 second cabin, 
and 1000 steerage; a total of 1700.

Her cabins wrere roomy and luxuri
ously furnished. The ventilation, a 
special feature, w-as 
complete in evçry detail.

The spacious dining room at one 
sitting accommodatec all the passen
gers.

The cafe, music room, smoking 
room and library were all lavishly 
furnished.

UEBEC, May 30.—Captain Ken
dall was somewhat injured, but 
not seriously, and from all ac

counts, he behaved like a true British 
sailor, while his ship stood under his

tent of the tragedy wrould strike you. 
The dead wrere stretched out in sheds, 
one so thickly filled with bodies that 
it wras impossible to take a step 'with
out touching one of the still cold 
things. It w-as not through any dis
respect that this was so; because 
there was but little space and there 
were so many bodies.”

Sad Scene.
The scene in Halifax when the vic

tims of the Titanic were brought in
to porL was a sad one, but the sight 
at Rimouski far, far surpassed that.

Horror after horror startled one;, 
here a mother gazed openeyed in 

•amazement.

feet. I
While the Collier Storstad’s stem 

w-as stuck in the Empress, Captain 
Kendall is said to have requested 
him to keep going ahead, so that his 
stem w’ould plug the. hole in Empress’ 
starboard side, hut the Storstad 
dropped back and the Empress filled 
and foundered.

“How did it happen?” answered 
Captain Morris, one of few- of the 
Salvation Army party to escape. 
“That I cannot tell you. I was lying 
awake in my berth at the time, and 
heard whistles sounding, but I did 
not think anything of that. There 
was a curious scraping, grating noise, 
but there wras no impact and I did 
not experience any shock. But even 
my untrained ears told me that some 
dreadful thing had happened.

Ran F'or Deck.
“I jumped out of the berth and ran 

out, and as I did so I felt the deck 
tilt and list a great deal more per
ceptibly as I ran up the companion- 
way.

“When I reached the deck I saw- 
another steamer backing off. People 
weres pouring up ftom below-. I ran 
back to my cabin, pulled on my 
trousers and a light pair of shoes and 
ran back again.

“People wrere struggling up and it 
was very difficult to climb up. When 
I ran dow-n I passed Commissioner

JMY

1
Itstad, 30 miles East of Father Point 

in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
According to latest advices re

ceived here only 337 out of the 
1367 board the Canadian Pacific 
liner reached the shore.

Of those 22 died soon after be
ing rescued.

Out of the total saved only 12 
are women.

The list of the saved are given out 
bv the Canadian Pacific, bears a 
point for reflection. Few of them 
were first class passengers, most of 
them being members of the crew.

The Storstad struck the stricken launch all the lifeboats, 
liner amidships and scraped along 
side, opening the plates of the 
liner from point of contact to the 
propeller.

The watertight compartments,
with which the Empress of Ireland which is but a small portion of the 
was amply supplied, were, it is passengers and crew7, of whom over a

thousand are missing. Boats are still
The ocean poured in, catching searching the locality, 

the stokers and firing room crew, 
at their wrork and stifling their 
lives like rats. Passengers fared particulars of the palatial liner Em- 
httle better. 1 press of Ireland which met such a

I tragic fate off Father Point, in the

il«

Escaped Willi Wife.
Crptain Morris suffered severely 

by the disaster, liis brother and the 
latter’s wife being carried down when 
the Empress sank.

Morris told how Major Attw-ell had 
helped his wife from their cabine and 
brought her to the deck. They clam
bered up the slanting deck and reach
ed a lifeboat that lay there a useless 
mockery. He reached in and found 
a lifebelt. A strap was broken—per
haps some one had thrown it aside 
as useless, yet he managed to secure 
it to the woman and they plunged 
into the \yater. Both were saved.
“I heard people moaning and some 
were crying, but they were mostly 
wonderfully quiet,” said Captain 
Morris.

“None of these people appeared to 
realize the extent of the tragedy 
through which they had passed. The 
terrible aspect of it had not yet 
struck home. It was all too recent.

“But could you have seen the awr- 
ful sight on the pier there, the ex-

■
“It was a strange sight to see many 

of thes dead staring with open eyes. 
Some gave evidence of the horror 
they had gazed on, but most of them 
seemed puzzled rather than afrighted, 
as if it had- all happened so quickly 
that there was but little time in - 
w7hich for fear to enter.

“A mother held a little girl tight- 
clutched to her breast, as though she 
had given her last breath in an effort 
to save her,—a futile effort.

“Ardund the tot’s neck was a little 
chain of gold, carrying a tiny gold 
crass.”

A graphic description of the scene 
of the Empress after the collision, 
given by Dr. J. F. Grant, Surgeon of 
the ship:

TO?

YY ere All In Bed
The accident occurred at a time 

when the passengers were all in bed, 
and the interval before the steamer 
went down was not sufficient to en
able the officers to rouse the pas
sengers and get them into the boats, 
of which there were sufficient to ac
commodate a very much larger num
ber of people than those 011 board, 
including possengers and crew.

That such an accident should be 
possible in the St. LowTence to a 
vessel of the class of the Empress 
of Ireland, with every possible pre
caution taken _by the owrners to in
sure the safety of the passengers and 
vessel, is deplorable.

The saddest feature of the disaster 
is, of course, the great loss of life.

The heartfelt sympathy of every
body connected with the Company 
goes out to the relatives and friends 
of those who met their death in the 
ill-fated ship.

' <

:’3-b* ft-

!Two Marconi operators were among 
the saved and their signalling was the 
means'* of very quickly bringing as
sistance to the victims.

1

Ml
The survivors number about 337,

scientifically
supposed, of no avail. a

Narrow7 Escape.
“I w-as in my cabin,” he said, “and 

heard nothing until the boat listed so 
badly that I tumbled out of my berth. 
I tried to turn on the light, but there 
was no pow7er, so I tried to find the 
door bolt, but the list was so strong 
that it took me considerable time to

The Empress of Ireland. IYesterday we gave the public some
M

;
! ? - 

:m 1

Cursed Kendall.
HE disaster recalls to the super

stitious the fact that Dr. Crip
pen uttered a curse upon Capt. 

Kendall when the latter handed him 
over to the authorities 
Scotland and the Dominion 
arrival.

I Hamel, British Aviator, 
Was Lost In Channel 

Trip Is Called Off

!”Grenfell Mission 
Actively Preparing 

For Season9s Work

open the door.
“When I reached the alleyw-ay it 

was so steep, due to the way the ship 
was canted, that my efforts to climb 
up w7ere rendered impossible. I then 
scrambled up and stuck my head < 
through a port hole, but was unable 
to get my shoulders through.

“At that time the ship was lying ' 
almost flat on the w7ater, on her star
board side, and a passenger who was 
standing on the plated side of the 
ship finally managed to pull me 
through the port hole.

“About one hundred passengers 1 , 
w ere standing on the side of the ship 
at the time and a moment after I 
had joined, them the ship took an
other list and plunged tq the bot
tom.

I

cent graduate of Queen’s University, 
Kingston, Ontario, will also be at
tached to the St. Anthony Hospital 
staff this summer.

of London, 
upon his

!*1:
\

^ ou will suffer for this treachery,” 
cried the enraged murderer, when he 
Was informed for the first time that 
LH disguise had been penetrated and | 
that L

At Battle Harbor
The doctors of the Battle Harbor 

Hospital staff will be Dr. Wakefield 
and Dr. Corner, the latter from the 
renow-ned John Hopkins Hospital. Dr. 
Wakefield has spent the winter on 
the Labrador coast and has done a 
gi cat deal of travelling. He was sta- 
Vcned at Forteau and worked along 
the coast as far as the Straits of 
Belle Isle.

The medical man in charge of In
dian Harbor this summer will be Dr. 
H. L. Paddon, who has spent, the 
winter at Mud Lake, Northwest Arm, 
travelling the coast as far north as 
Nain.

Few people can conceive of the 
tremendous' labors of these devoted 
men, who isolate themselves from 
the outside world, for the long months 
of the winter and who travel thou
sands of miles on snowshies and by 
dog teams that the sick might be 
ministered to. They are emphatically 
the outstanding, self-sacrificing heroes 
of peace, who fight a continual round 
of battles w7ith disease and death.

The Harrington Hospital will be 
under the charge of Dr. John Grieve. 

Twillingate Hospital
We understand that a* movement is 

now on foot to secure a local Gren
fell Hospital for Twillingate. The 
residents are prepared to put their 
hands in their pockets and subscribe 
towards the expenses of the proposed 
institution. During his sojourn in 

(Continued on page 6) ;

; -fwas under arrest.
The Empress of Ireland went down 

*n lhose very waters and within a few 
fr'ies indeed of the spot w-here Crip- 

hrst ran into the clutches of the

Mackay Edgar, wrlio was financing 
Mr. Hamel w7ilY’"Niot likely have an
other representative start in the trans
oceanic flight.

Mr. Whittaker is very grateful for 
the many kindnesses he received 
while in St. John’s.

Story of Fatal Trip.
Gustave Hamel, the British aviator, 

left France, for Hendon, shortly after 
8 o’clock on Saturday morning last 
and no word of him has since been 
received from any quarter.

Hamel went to Paris to bring over a 
new monoplane with which he pro
posed to fly on Saturday in the aerial 
Derby around London. He ascended 
near Versailles at 4.30 o’clock Satur
day morning. He flew to Boulogne 
and thence to Hafdelot, ten miles dis
tant. He re-ascended at 12.30 o’clock, 
intending to fly to Hendon.

In view of the bad weather the 
spectators tried to dissuade him, but 
Hamel replied that he must be in 
Hendon in the evening. He soon dis
appeared in a north-easterly direction 
and since then no trace of him has 
.been found.

Wireless messages were despatched 
<>n Saturday evening to the Channel 
steamers requesting ,them to keep a 
sharp lookout. Tlie coastguards and 
the police all around the English 

(Continued on page 6.)

and seventy-f^ve*- patients from 
French Shore, and eighteen hundred 
and seventy-seven “liveyers” of the 
Labrador.

theHave Secured Services Of 
Well-Known Specialists 

Many Improvements 
To “Strathcona"

Representative Here Ad
vised That There Is No 

Truth in Report of 
His Rescue

m:#s!l '.

Hi^h-Class Medical Men
The Staffs of the Grenfell Hospitals 

this summer will, as usual, compre
hend a first class personnel.

Dr. J. A. Andrews, of Santa Bar
bara, California, will travel all th^ 
w7ay across the American Continent 
and locate at St. Anthony, where he 
will give his attention to eye, ear 
and throat troubles, in which wrork 
he is a specialist. Dr. Andrews is 
expected to leave New- York by one 
of the Red Ctoss boats on the twen
tieth of June. He will remain at St. 
Anthony until about the end of Sep
tember.

law.
There is just two months dif

ference in the season of the 
Immediately the accident occurred, 

^'Williams, the wireless operator at 
Kimouski, was informed by calls for 
i:e-P from the stricken liner and start- 
e6 with help for the 

fle despatched the steamers Eureka 
an6 Lady Evelyn and later saw- them 
re urn with a few shivering survivors 
aR6 with many bodies.

Nine lifeboats w-ere discovered liov- 
ering about the spot w-here tlie Em
press of Ireland went dow7n, but 
traf:e of the liner remained.
vjUjrs’ he said, arrived on shore al- 
Piost naked.

This is his description of the disas-

year.
mmS usual the Grenfell Mission has 

secured the services of some 
of the most noted American 

medical men and surgeons for the 
summer season. Devoted men and 
women are ever ready to give up their 
vacations to the good w-ork of minis
tering to the sick on our northern 
coasts and along the Labrador shore.

Fishermen from all over the Is
land benefit by the self-sacrificing 
labors of the specialists and nurses 
who co-operate with Dr. Grenfell 
every summer. Last year, for in
stance, the various Grenfell Hospi
tals treated sixty-seven patients from 
St. John’s; five hundred and tw-enty- 
two from Conception Bay; three hun
dred and nineteen from Bonavista 
Bay; one hundred and sixty-three 
from Trinity Bay; tWo hundred and 
seventeen from 
thirty-two from the South and West 
Coasts, all of whom had, of course, 
migrated to the neighborhood of the 
institutions for the summer fishing 
season.

And, in addition to these, there 
were also treated eighteen hundred

USTAVE HAMEL, the brilliant 
young British aviator who last 
Saturday attempted to return 

across the Channel in his aeroplane, 
is dead.

Mr. W. E. de B. Whittaker, whose 
presence in St. John’s to make ar
rangements for Hamel’s flight from 
Newfoundland to Ireland. The Mail 
and Advocate exclusively reported, re
ceived a cablegram yesterday that the 
English authorities had abandoned all 
hope of him.

The report published in St. John’s 
papers that he had been rescued, is 
not correct, and it is strange that the 
Press Agent has not since reported 
that hope had been abandoned.

This morning our reporter waited 
on Mr. Whittaker at the City Club and 
learned from him that he had a cable
gram from England that the aviator 
was given up as lost.

Trip Called Off.
In consequence of the accident 7e 

will cut short his trip to this Colony, 
and he leaves by this afternoon’s ex
press for Quebec to join the Alsatian 
for England.

A :G M r$ll L 'III»
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HI“I next found myself in the w-ater 
and swam towards the light of the 
steamer Sstorstad, which I reached 
when nearly 'exhausted from the - 
struggle.”

Among the passer gers on the Em
press wrere Lawrence Irving, English 
actor, and company; Dr. Alex. Lind
say, Halifax; Commissioner Reesy 
Salvation Army, and a number ,of 
other officers going to the London 
Congress; Sir Henry Seton Kerr, 
London; all of w7hom were lost.

scene.

IIIÜ'
y

m
no

IeThe sur-

Dr. J. Little, whose fame as a sur
geon has spread throughout the 
length and breadth of our Island, is 
already at St. Anthony. He went 
north on the Prospère on her first 
trip, and had a somewhat hard ex
perience, being forced to land at

ii

ter:
The Empress of Ireland 

arui landed her pilot here at 1.36 this 
There wras haze for a time at 

a.m.
“I was awakened by the S.O.T*h-fing 

my door-bell and rushing dimn 
informed by the Marconi opera- 

r that the Empress of Ireland was 
sinking, having been 
vessel. I
t0 heto’ but no other signal could be 
£°t trom the doomed vessel. .

opassed
The barqt. Clutha, Halfyard, is now 

due from Pernambuco.a.m.
1.50

Lock’s Cove and travel thence to St. 
Green Bay, and Anthony, a distance of sixteen miles. iWEATHER REPORT.With Dr. Little will be associated 

a new- House Surgeon, in the person 
of Dr. Alton, of Boston, who will re
main at the hospital until the end 
of the year.

Dr. Martin, son of M. A. W. Martin, 
of the General Post Office, and a re-

-

struck by some 
was undressed, but I started Toronto (noon)—Fresh S. to West 

winds, fine to-day, showers late to
night and on Sunday, with higher 
temperature.*
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