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verniment can in accordance with their duty-
to meet the objection which is elt to any-
thing like taxation, we should take another
step in advance. And whilst providing
the mseans to render this mode of sup-
porting schools as little obnoxious to the
public mind as is practicable, we believe that it
would b usworthy of ourselves if we refrained
fron pursuinsg course that will secure to a
still greater extent the operation of free schools
throughout the Province. lu order to do that.,
and at the saine time meet the feeling of the
people on the principle of assessment, the go-
verument have decided to go further in the di-
rect contribution whieh shall be given frou the
treasury of the country to the common schools.
A great step, as everyboIv is aware, was ta-
ken at this last session, and the amount grant-
ed to comnon schools was enormously increa-
sed, but the Government think thai they may
safely,in relation to so important a branci of
tise psublic service, go further. and relieve the
people, as far as direct taxation is concernel,
to a much larger extent -than' they did in the
measure of laIst year. The anount under the
old law wass $45080 for couson schools, and

0500 for the grammar schools, or $51,580 in all.
The Governîssent proposed last year, and the
louse saictiineud, a very large advance ulpon
that sun, but we ishall ask the Legislature un-
der this hill, to double actually the amount
which under the old law Was given from the re-
venuse in support of schools. The fact that the
Governmuent ire the Council of Publie Instruc-
tion, enables theie to feel, not in that remote
inanner thiiat is the case when the business gees
tirougls a suborliisate departmient, but direct-
ly whenever there is any friction, whenever
there is any difliculty encountered in working
the law. lu this way we are in a position to
kuow whsat the public sentiment is, and what
are the dilliculties, to an extent that we could
not possibly, if the council were differently con-
stitutedi. If there is any one feeling which is
especially popbular throughout the Province
in relation to the maintenance of cosmon
schools, it is that the government should resort
to as large au extent as is possible to indlirect
taxation for that purpose. Therefore, yielding
to that feeling and sentiment, the Government
bave deelided to draw, as largely as.they can,
the means for tie support of comnon schools
from the treasury; but havinsg taken that great
stepin advance, we also propoee to ask the
Legislature to go still further ahead, and im-
pose a direct assessnent on the people of Nova
Scotia, friom one end to the other, to supple-
ment the provincial grant, and provide such a,
futid as will smake provision for a scisool lu
every section. It is tierefore proposed to levy
a còunty assessment upîon every county in No-
va Scotia for two-thirds of the amount which
ie contributed directly froi the treasury of the
cuntry. H aving increased so enornously from
the treasury the means for the education of
the peole, I do trust that the house will be dis-
posei to assis the government in respect to
whalbat is the f1mîdamental principle of the bill,
and that intelligent men of ail classes and ipar-
tes 'will be ready to contribute a linsited
aimount by assessmeit for the support of
schols alil over the face .of this country.-
I nay be asked why the county h1as been sub-
siltpted for the section. Under the existing
law suppose two sections adopt the principle
of assessment in order to have efficient schools.

You may see two farms, each worth £500,
alongside of each other, though in different
sections, and whi'st the owner of one may'be
taxed $10, the ther may be put down at $20.
The fact is, that the amounti required for the
support of sciools in one section is what go-
verns the section, and therefore these two indi-
viduals, although neither of thein may have
any direct interesit in the scool, are so un-
equally taxed]. Wlen it was found that suh
vas the operation of the act, the modte to which
I have alluiled las been arrangeds os one that
,will be more equable-as one recognizing the
princilie that the property of the coutity
should provide for the education of the couiity
and that the amount so levied should be dis-
tributed equally and fairly according te the
necessities .of the county and the condition
of the schools that are supported in each
section.

The mode in which the money friom the
treasury will be distributed will be thiis-
Whilst we propose to have seven inspectors,
with salaries, ve shall a the saie time pur-
sue a course that will enable us to save the en-
tire amount required for their payment. le-
stead of sending the grant to the counties and
allowing the inspectors to levy 5 per ceti. uion
it, thereby dimiishing its amount conssid èr-
ably, it is proposed to pay the money fron the
trsasury to the school teacliers upon the-certih-
cates of the Board of Commissioners as te tie
position that the teachier occupies. As the
money is now given according to the clasts of
the teacher, no difficulty will arise i! appor-
tioning the amount which each should receide.
The county assessmeut will go into the county
treasury, and the party receiviug the provii-
cial grant will also obtain an order on 'the
county treasurer for a like sum, and the aniouti
levied on the county will be distributed upon
the saine principles as are applicable to the
provincial grant. In that way a fund will be
created that wili enable the people in every
section to have a school. We also propose,
having furuished a large quota frosui the p'o-
viucial treasur.y, and drawn a cemsparatsve-
ly snall amount by direct taxation frim
the pockets of the people all over the Pie-
vince, to supplemen the fund thus raised
by a still further sum as the people may theu-
selves decide in every school section-eitlier
by stbsecription or assessment. Thse ouly thing
the legislature will demand is, that the schols
of the county in virtue of the grant from the
Province, aud the sum levied upon the proper-
ty of the connty, shiall be free and open to all.
Another difficulty has arise uin connection
witi the fact that te people in a section could
exclude the section from a school, by refusing
to organize under the law, and appoint trustee4.
That would not be likely to arise ipder a bill
which levies county assessient, and compelsu
the peole irrespective of their own action to
contriute to sehools; bnt it ls possible:tiat
such a conîtingency may arise, anud in order
therefore to mneet the injustice that miigitbe
donse to tie parties in the section that mightbà
deprived of a school, the bill will provide that
where tise people ssall refuse to organize abd
elect trustees tihe difflculty may be supplied by
the Board of Conmmissioners appointinsgssèulh
trustees on the application of any7 ratepayers
wlio shall be contributors to the sciool fnida.

1 do not intend going ino the full detail of.
this bill. I will, however, state tiat the governs-
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