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Australia—when stored in government depots. heads, is very lealy and produces a large amount
The last scheme proposed secures free com- of good fodder.
petition amongst farmers so far as home grown The young millet plants are not very robust
wheat is concerned, but is a discrimination and only clean land should be used for this crop
against colonial and foreign wheat, and again a The soil should be moist near the surface for the
heresy so far as Free Trade principles are con- seed is small and will not bear deep planting to
cerned. reach moisture. For these reasons sumimer
fallow gives the best returns; newly plowed root
Verv interesting is the annual report of the ground is also suitable, but it must not be plowed
Superintendent of the Foreign Meat Market at many dayvs in advance of seeding or the soil will
Deptford. become too dry for the millet to germinate, but
Cattle imports from America to the market the weed seeds will start and choke out the crop
began in 1879, and to the end of last vear the  Millet is quite tender and should not be sown
totals reached the stupendous numbers of before May 20th; 1t takes 23 pounds of seed per
2,937,649 oxen, 32931 sheep, and 1,502 pigs. acre and the best results are obtained from drilling
Foot and mouth disease last vear brought down acre and the best results are obtained from
the imports of oxen to 97,639 —a much fewer drilling. Broadcasting usually gives an uneven
number than usual germination. A grain drill can be used for this
The Canadian trade began in 1893 To the purpose it in good repair, otherwise the fine seed
end of 1908 the totals were 537,307 oxen and will leak out ot the joints and waste
296 801 sheep. For fodder purposes it must be cut as soon as
the head 1s formed, 1t 1s then 1n the best condition
Ploughing competitions were organized by the for fodder. After the seed 1s formed millet 1s
Herts. County Council ten vears ago. In the unsafe for horses, but cut in the right stage and
first year there were 262 competitors for prizes fed in moderation there 1s no danger. A sheat
amounting to £115 10s So popular have these per horse fed each noon hour appears to keep
competitions proved that last year the entries them in good condition and helps out the other
were 766 and the prize money £248 14s fodder considerably. Cattle can be fed a much
Before a ploughman can take part in the con- larger quantity with satety
test he must have taken certain agricultural sub- The crop can be cut with a mower and treated
jects to be able to qualify. Some men have had as other hay, but it makes cleaner feed 1f cut with
to walk as far as eight miles for this instruction, a crain binder and bound nto small sheaves,
and then back again. The man who will thus then stooked until cured It cures very slowly
walk sixteen miles after a hard day’s work 1s cer- and the center of the sheaves must be perfectly
tainly an enthusiast dry when stacked or i1t will quickly spoil
LA Suear Oars.—In certain districts where grass
Crop prospects are generally favorable. The is scarce this fodder is very extensively used and
genial April weather has made up for the bleak with excellent results From reliable data i1t 1s
March. Autumn-sown wheat is looking well, found that properly cured oat sheaves are equal
grass 1s rather short, but the prospects of forage in value to well cured hay, but the straw must be
crops are much improved and none too soon as bright, cut at the right stage and fed intelligently
the hay supplies are rapidly dwindhng For this purpose tairly rich moist soil should
The land 1s in good working condition for the be selected so as to produce a fair amount ot
planting of mangels and potatoes, though ramn straw, the crop should not lodge but stand up
would be of service in some places well Rusty straw 1s very unsatisfactory for
Fat cattle are in poor demand in London at feeding, for that reason the seeding should be
lower prices. Fat sheep and pigs are in fair re '
quest. Short supplies characterize the
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fairly early Use at least three bushels of seed
Thick seeding will produce fine fodder
Use only varieties of oats having bright straw
Tartar King and Abundance are all

meat per acre

Store cattle and sheep for feeding are bringing Banner,
higher prices. Bacon 1s quiet, but hams are suttable
called for. The cheese market 1s 1n excellent The best time for cutting is when the topmost
condition, especially for home kinds oats 18 changing color, this stage gives the maxi

[4”,(1”1(\, stuffs are hicher n “‘““i‘*”“'\ with mum amount of nutriment 1 straw and erain

wheat prices

[f cut at this stage the straw i1s usually slightly

L oreen and bright when dry

S The sheaves shoul
[Leeds, England, F. DEwWHIRST l e sheaves should
"
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made as smaill as ;m\aylm and bound loosely

; SO as to cure properly [f made into large sheaves
Annual Fodder Plants fOI‘ Hay &ﬂd or bound tight the center of the sheaf remaine

’
o lamp and mould
Soiling " .

I'he vield of oat sheaves varies between twe
Each year a large number of Western farmers gnd four tons of drv fodder per acre. the latter
find themselves short of fodder for the reason gmount is usual from well worked

that sole dependence 1s usually placed on marsh

umimer fallow

'here 1s often considerable waste from feeding

hay or other perennial grasses, and should this whole oat sheaves and it pavs well to fun them
supply be lessened through dry weather or from through a cutting box, then if moistened and
some other cause the harvest of hay 1s smalland gprinkled with chop the malke ceedit
the stock suffer, for farmers will seldom go to palatable feed for either horse :
much expense for stock feed cows fed in this 1116 ve al ¢ |
Early in spring the observant settler will notice milk and keep 1n excellent condits
if the snow fall has been light and the marshes SORGHUM AND AMBER SUGAR CANT Phase
inusually low and then plan to increase his supply both coarse fodder plants better -
of feed by growing such annual fodder plants gouthern countries than to the Northwest
is thrive in his particular locality either of them mav prove useful for feedi
The earliest of these plants to mature is spring as a soiling crop. The seed should not b
e, 1t 1 rdy and the seed of this cereal before May 20th when all danger from fro
in be sown direct the t 1 t 1n spring past Make the rows about twelve inche ‘
vithout 1 | I v tw nd keep all weed:s

Advises Lighter Potato Plantine
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that this is altogether too much. 1 used to thipk
that twelve or fifteen bushels of seed per acre had tq
be planted to ensure a good crop, but for the lust four
or five crops I have used only six bushels of pure seed
per acre and have had as good success as formerly
[ select for seed good sound tubers, desirable in hape
and of a fair size, cut them with a thin bladed kife
into pieces, having one eve each, never more than twg
eyes to one piece anyway. These sets are dropped ip
drills from twelve to fourteen inches apart in the rows
and covered three or four inches deep. The drills are
thirty-six inches apart I work the rows with a horse
cultivator until the tops close the space betwee;

I consider planting fifteen bushels per acre i
nothing but a loss of the seed used and may decreas
the value of the crop. I would say to those who have
on hand fifteen bushels of potatoes which they intend
planting on an acre, that they would be quite safe in
setting eight or nine bushels of their stock and using
the remainder for seed. Those, too, who have to
buy potatoes at this season’s prices would find it

economical to follow the planting method above out
hined My experience in potato growing teaches my
that potatoes may be planted up to the end of May
in fact most of the large potato crop come from late
planting
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Fodder Corn

\ wvigorous field of Indian corn in full tassel
a sight to gladden omne's heart, its height,
bright green color of
its fohage 1s alwavs attractive to the lover of nature

great
the luxurnant growth and

I'he corn plant 1s also one of the most useful known
to man, one-half of the cultivated land devoted to
als 1in the Umnited States 1s planted to corn, and
the production in that country 1s over two thousand
million bushels per year Maize 1s not only useful for
the grain 1t produces but when properly prepared s
one of the most valuable fodder plants we have. All
classes of live-stock relish 1t When fed to beef cattle
1t makes the best of roughage, and there is

nothing
to equal it for the production of milk, as both quantity
and quality are good

While we may not expect to make the growing of
corn for grain a success in the Canadian West, we
have already proved that for fodder purposes it can
be made a very useful and profitable crop
to our long winters 1t is

Owing
particularly necessary that
we feed a somewhat laxative diet to our cows, other
wise thev become unhealthy, their «

ats rough and

the milking period greatly shortened Fodder corn

and ensilage are very suitable for this purpose and

greatly assist in keeping the stock in good health
Indian corn will grow on many different kinds of soil.

but for the best results it requires a friable soil that

well drained and does not bake in a drought, and
well provided with plant food

If the land has a
ire so much the better as this

southern or southeastern ex

maturity

like the other cereals the outside row of plants are
e feeblest, 1t 1 ilwavs a good ',‘;.1 to make the cori
patch as nearly square as pq ble We have also
found that a heltered situatior favorable O 4
e pla A
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While the i1l all ind the largest crop can
e grown i 1 uthern varietic uch as the con
non Horse Tooth, Giant Cuban, et these kinds do
100t mature 1 ent i Lhe veet corn and I
vould re« e1 earl fi kind ich a
t Dakota I ellow Pearce Prolifi ind
1 Y y hese earl } i produce
i 1 1 Vi [ elle ) fla 1
I > { i emember tl
¢ v ¢ e large eld bu e gra ca
( ( i ( ] L clea I
L Vi Lt 1bble 1 earl
£, hat ( U 1sture, then leave
f Vel bl T eed tart, then h
t ( I l kill these wee ind fine the
eve e 1itil the 15 0th of M
( ( I I b 1nte
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