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THE LITTLE BOOTBLACK ^ 

QUESTION.

, One Monday morning not so 
very long ago the ministers in a 
certain Atlantic city met, as their 
custom was, to compare their Sun­
day’s work.

“The most notable event with
me,” said Mr. M----- was the ad
vent of Esq. Pond at our last even 
ing’s meeting You all know him 
as our most prominent criminal 
lawyer and as an avowed un­
believer.—He listened very attenti­
vely to all that was said, and I felt 
that something had brought him to 
a consciousness that he had a heart. 
When I invited any one who had a 
burden to share it with the Christ­
ians present, he said:

“ ‘Yesterday morning, as I started 
for the station to take an early 
train, I paused near the depoe at 
the stand of a bright-faced littlp 
bootblack whom I often patronize 
As he finished shining the first boot 
he rested his hand upon his brush, 
and, looking very earnestly up into 
my face, said:

““Do you love God, sir ?”
“ ‘I had never been asked that 

question before,ard,although lam 
not often puzzled. I was at that 
time having no idea what to say; 
but I managed to ask what differ­
ence that made to him.

“4 ‘‘A good deal, sir," replied the 
little fellow. “If you love Him, 
you will be acquainted enough with 
Him to ask Him that He will find 
a decent tenement for mother and 
me. We will have to leave Long 
Alley some time the next week ; 
the old hive where we live is to be 
torn down, and rept is high for a 
Mler in my business, and I am in 
a good deal of a fix, for I don’t 
know what to do, granny is so lame 
that she can’t do anything. Yes­
terday I heard a man, who was 
talking to another man while I was 
giving him a shine, saying that God 
would do anything for anybody 
that loved Him. I've1 thought 
about it all night, and I came out 
uncommon early this morning, 
bent upon asking every one who 
stopped until I found some one 
who did love Him, and so dared to 
ask.”

“ • “You will have to wait for an­
other customer,” I said, “but don’t 
give it up. Keep asking, for in a 
city with asmany churches as there 
are here some one must love God.”.

“ ‘ I gave the little fellow a dollar 
and made all haste for my train ; 
but, although I sped swiftly away 
across the country, I was not able 
to get away from the child’s strange 
question. I wondered why I did 
not love God ; I had heard what he 
had done for me, and although I 
have the name of being an infidel, 
I have not given thought enough 
to such matters to claim even that 
title. I felt mort fied that I did 
not know the Lord- well enough to 
teach the little fellow the way to

go to 1 lim, for himself. The ques­
tion, "Do you love God, sir ?" 
would not let me sleep last night ; 
it took me to church to-day and 
has brought me in here this even 
ing. Can anything be done for 
me?”

“Strange, Strange!’’ said the min­
ister who mas sitting on the oppo­
site side of the round table “for I 
had an almost similar experience at 
my last evening's meeting, only 
mine was a young business man, 
and the question had stimulated 
him to seek and find.”

"I had the bright faced little 
bootblack himself,” said a grey 
haired domine, exultantly. “He 
eame first on Saturday evening. 
A good brother had brought him 
in, who had found him weeping 
and quite discouraged because h* 
could find no one who would admit 
that they loved God. The testi­
monies in the evening were evi­
dently a delightful revelation to 
him. He came again last night 
with a clean face aud hands and 
neatly combed hair. After lis­
tening for soms time, he said, ‘I 
think I have found it out—-I be­
lieve I feel acquainted enough with 
God now to ask Him myself.’ And 
he did so in the most touching and 
quaint little prayer of faith I ever 
listened to. The prayer was 
answered, too; for the lame grand­
mother was moved this morning to 
a better tenement, and the happy 
little bootblack declares his intent­
ion of telling his experience and 
asking his vuestion, ‘Do you love 
God ?’ as part compensation for 
what has been done for him by the 
glorified Redeemer, whose great 
sacrifice even the poor little boot- 
black could understand. “

DAISY LAMSON'S MONEY­
BOX.

Daisy had a tin-box given her 
at Christmas, and she said she was 
going to use it for her missionary 
money. She said that the mission­
aries were to have a part of all the 
money she got. So every once in 
a while some money, a penny or a 
threepenny piece, and even once 
or twice a shilling, went into the 
box. It was to be kept closed for 
a year.

On Christmas night, a year after 
she had got the box, her father 
opened it for her and counted the 
money. There was five shilling a 
and ninepence halfpenny, whicn 
was a good deal for a. little girl to 
save who did not have much 
money given to her.

" Oh, I am so glad ! ” she said. 
“ This will be my Christmas pre­
sent to the heathen.”

It made her happy to give, and 
she gave what was her own.

Will you not imitate her exam­
ple ? Give what is your own, and 
give gladly. K.”-|

No Harm in it.—No harm can come 
from a-uny Hagyttrd’s Pectoral Balsam ; 
•is a remedy for tfiroat, brouchial and 
lung complaints it is always reliable and 
positively safe.

One Hundrrd and Thirteen Miles 
ok Organs.—lu unmbermg the organs 
of their manufacture, Mason A Hamlin 
have reached No. 150 000. Arranged 
in a line these would reach one hundred 
and thirteen miles, or would fence the 
railroad on one side from the Grand 
Central Station in New York, to within 
twenty miles of Springfield, Mass. Not 
only does this show the great popular­
ity of American organs, but it illustrates 
what was declared by James Parton to 
be a general fact, that he who makes 
the best article in hia. line always has 
the greatest success.

We understand that the Mason & 
Hamlin Company's new Upright Piano 
is now commanding a large sale, and 
is m every way, np to the standard of 
their unrivalled organs. We predict a 
large success for this piano, which is 
constructed on a new system, said to be 
a decided advance over the prevailing 
wrest-pin system.—Boston Journal

The Best Yet.—The best blood 
cleanser known to medical science is 
Bardock Blood Bitters. It purifies the 
blood of all fool humors and gives 
strength to the weak.

------------O-----------
The Forces Strengthened.—The 

vital forces are strengthened and the 
entire system renovated and boilt up by 
Burdock Blood Bitters. It acts on the 
boweb, liver, kidirëys and blood.
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POULTRY YARD.

,16th Edition. 108 Page*, explain­
ing the entire business. Gives 
symptoms and best remedies tor 
all diseases. A 50-page Illustrated 
Catalogue. All tor 88c. In stamps.

A. H. LANG,
Cove Dele. Lewis Co. Ky.
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MISS DALTON
Invite* inspection of .her new and fashionable 
stock of Paris and T.otMon

HATS, BON METS, FLOWERS, 
FEATHERS and FANCY 

GOODS.
Mantle making, Ban and Dinner 

specialties.
207 Yoiure Street, Toronto.
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POWDER
Absolutely Pure

This powder never varies. A marvel of parity 
strength end wholesomenese. More economic»1 
than the ordinary kinds, and cannot be sold in 
competion with the multitude of low test, short 
weight, alum or phosphate powders. Sold only 
in cam. Royal Baking Powdkb Co. 106 Wall fit. 
N. T.
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Gas or Oü. give the most jaeweriM. 
eefUateheapeet* Beet light known 
for Churches, Stows. Show Window, 
Banks. Theatres. Depot*,.*. New and 
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___circular and estimate. A Liberal
'discount to churches and the trade. 
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or via Kansas City and Atchison to Denver, con­
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