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SATURDAY NIGHT.

Line» written upon perusing ths verv touching 
meditation so entitled, inserted in the Wesleta* 
of April 6th, 1874.

to ths acteO*.
Saturday night—cares of the week ere o’er,
The minister site alone hot cerefel still
With other thought» then worldingi greatest deem ;
Expectant of the visits from above,
That make ear Subbath days Divinely bright,
That bind the fervid tools of Christians pure.
More closely to the portals of the ekiee,
And leave ■ stream of glory from abore,
To guide onr foots epe through all trills,—there 
He plumes his tool for Heaven with some bright 

thought,
Caught in ex Stacy from the sacred page '—
Ho hears a gentle sound from loved one's lips 
Soothing their little one to soft repose :—
And now there comes to the dear min of God 
Feelings skin to those which seraphs feel 
When they survey to them the gifts Divine.
Hie sont ascends to God in love and praise,
And by the flowing of his love to these.
Hie sacred treasures does his cup run o’er.

Ah ! man of God, thy loosing eves are changed, 
Thon sitteet in thy atndy,—studies still ;
Bat n bright cloud that dims thy prospects fair 
Intrude» the thought of loss and grief to thee :
Life seems less buoyant than in youthful prime ; 
Thy soul is left to mourn in secret now,
Too great thy sorrow for another’s gaze,
Thou hast to spread it forth before thy God !— 
With many wrestlings, prayers and copions tears ! 
But nerve thee for the battle, man of God I 
Let not thy hands hang down with sorrow's weight 
Sorrow la not ill eril—not all cloud ;
It touches oft the heart with sacred fire.
And makes the soul more eloquent to speak 
Than it waa wont to do in pleasures reign I 
Thy ev’ninge’ musing moves along a path 
That brings it home to hearts by suffering tried : 
What bat deep sorrows could have touched the heart 
And tnned the sonl to eloquence like thine 1

Would God but listen to my prayer for thee 
I’d aak, with due submission to his will,—
That he would send in solemn eve or morn 
Thr 'oved one pure, unseen, hot loving still !
And shed mysterious o’er thy heaven-wrapt soul 
Some of the love and bliss they know in heaven.
No need of rustling wings the bliss to prove,
Of spirits near us joining in our joys.
Soul incemr filling all the heart and room s
Brings to the mind the thought,—“ they're sqrcly 

here !’’ *
T. H. D.

Bridgetown, Annapolis, April 10, 1874.

(Selected for the Provincial Wesleyan.)
THE CHILD OF JAMES MELVILLE. 

Born July 9,1586. Died about January, 1588.

BT MRS. A. ». MONTZITH.

" This page if thon wilt be a pater that reads it, 
wilt a pardon*- roe, if nocht suspend thy censure till 
thou be a lather, as said the grave Lacedœmonian 
AgeeialUS.”—Autobiography of James Melville.

One time—my soul was pierced as with a sword— 
Contending still with men untaught and wild, 

When He to whom the prophet lent his gourd, 
Care me the solace of a pleasant child.

A summer gift—my precious flower was given,
A very summer fragrance was its life ; - 

Its clear eyes soothed me as the blue of heaven, 
When home I turned, a weary man of strife,

With unformed laughter, musically sweet.
How soon the wakening babe would meet my kiss, 

With outstretched arms, its care-worn father greet, 
Oh ! in the desert what a spring was this !

A few short months it blossomed near my heart,— 
A few short months—else toilsome all and sad ; 

But that home-solace nerved me for my part.
And of the halte I was exceeding glxd.

Alas ! my pretty bird, scarce formed was dying, 
The prophet’s gourd, it withered in a night.

And He vbo gave .Tie all, my heart-pulse trying, 
Took gently home the child of myalelight.

Not rudely called—not suddenly it perished—
But gradual faded from our lore away,

As if, still, secret dews, ils life that cherished,
Were drop by drop withheld, and day by day.

My blessed Msstcr saved me from repning,
So lenderly He used me lor His own,

So beautiful He made inv babe's declining,
Its dying blessed me as its birth hail done.

And daily to my board at noon and even.
Our fading flower, I bade his mother bring 

That we might commune of our rest in heaven. 
Gating the while on earth without its sting.

And of the ransom for that baby paid ;
So very sweet at times our converse seemed 

That the sure truth of grief and gladness made,
Our little lamb by God’s own Lamb redeemed.

There were two milk-white doves, my wife had 
nourished,

And I too loved even while at times to stand, 
Marking how each the other fondly cherihed,

And fed them from my baby’s dimpled hand.

So tame they grew that to his cradle flying.
Full oft they cooed him to his noontide rest ;

And to the murmurs of his sleep replying,
Crept gently in and nestled in bis breast.

"Twai a fair sight, the snow-pale infant sleeping,
So fondly guardianed by those creatures mild, 

Watched o’er his closed eves, their bright eyes keep 
ing.

Wondrous the love betwixt the birds and child.

Still as he sickened seemed the doves too dwioing, 
Forsook their food, and loathed their pretty play ; 

And on the day he died, with sad notes pining, 
One gentle bird would not be frayed away.

His mother found it when she rose sad-hearted, 
Atearly dawn with sense of nearing ill ;

And when at last the little spirit parted 
The dove died too, as if its heart-chill.

The other flew to meet my sad home riding,
As with a human sorrow in its coo ;

To my dead child and its dead mate then guiding, 
Most pityfully plained, and parted too !

Twas my first 1 ’ hansel ’ and t ‘ profine ’ to heaven, 
And as 1 laid my darling 'neath the sod— 

Precious his comforts—once an infant given.
And offered with two turtle doves to God !

• preseat t earnest pledff*.

(From Ike Windsor Mail.) 
DISCUSSION UPON UN1VERSALISM 

IN TEMPERANCE HALL.

As advertised in our last issue, * discussion 
took place on Tuesday evening last, at Tem
perance Hall, between the Rev. A. S. I)es- 
brisay. Minister of the Wesleyan Church here, 
and the Rev. Costello Weston, Pastor of the 
Universalist Church in Halifax, upon the sub
ject :—“ Do the Scriptures teach that those who 
die unreconciled to God are hopelessly and 
forever lost.”

Notwithstanding the fact that it was snowing 
quite heavily during the earlier part ot the 
evening and that the walking waa extremely 
bad m consequence of the mixture ot snow 
with asud, the audience filled the Hall, and in 
it were comprised representatives of all the 
Denominations as well as several Ministers. C. 
E. De Wolfe Esq., acted as chairman by re
quest of the two disputants. The proceedings 
were opened by a short prayer from the Rev. 
Mr. Dasbritay. The chairman referred brief 
ly to the circumstances which had led to the 
present discussion, trusted that good order 
would prevail ; he knew that the respectable 
people who filled the Hall had come tor the 
purpose ot listening quietly, but there were 
boys present whose sense of propriety had not 
prevented them on previous occasions acting 
badly in the Hall. The subject new to be dis
cussed was one of the most solemn and impor
tant nature, reaching tar beyond the boundries 
of time, it dealt with man's future destiny in 
eternity, therefore it was seemly that the ut
most order should prevail. The arrangement 
was that each Speaker should occupy half an 
hour, Mr. Weston whom he then introduced 
to the audience to commence the discussion.

Our space will only allow os to giro a sum
mary of the remarks made. Mr. Weston said 
—That by the selection ol his opponent he was 
obliged to lead in the argument by maintaining 
the Negative. The question is “ Do the Chris
tian Scriptures teach that those who die unre
conciled to God are hopelessly and forever 
lost.” The idea contained in the latter part of 
this sentence is that of an endless existance of 
agony utterly bereft of the care and love of 
God. He then defined the word unreconciled. 
The unbaptized were considered by the Roman 
Catholics unreconciled. Those who weie not 
converted were considered by the Protestants 
unreconciled. Mr. Weston now entered into 
statistics with the object of proving that it un
reconciled men were lost, a great portion ot 
mankind would be subjected to that doom. He 
•aid that a few years since the President of the 
T. M. C. A., in the United States alleged that 
there were 7,000,000 ot young men in the 
United States ot whom only 21)0,000 were mem
bers of Christian Churches. That is only 1 in 
28 were leconciled to God according to Ortho
dox ideas. The United States census showed 
that less thao 1 in 5 ol the population are con
nected with Churches, 4-fiths then of the whole 
population were unreconciled. ,

Allowing that many not connected with 
Churches were yet up to the orthodox stand
ard of Salvation, not more than 1-2 then by the 
most moderate calculation are reconciled to 
God. Christianity only numbers among its ad
herents 1-3 of the population of the world, and 
of this 1-3 there are numbers who according to 
the orthodox idea will be lost. More than 
5-6ths then of the whole human race are unre
conciled to God. This is the state of matters 
alter eighteen hundred years of Christian effort 
and progress. The proportion of those unre
conciled to God in the dark ages must have 
been far greater, and in the earlier ages of the 
world when the Jews were alone the chosen 
people the number of the reconciled was very 
few. Consider what a tearful thing this doc
trine of men being forever lost is, when we re
call to mind that every fitly years, and less, a 
numl*er equal to the present population ot the. 
world d ie, and an equally large number are 
born into the World to fi I the places ot the 
departed. He could not believe that at death 
God’s protection and care were withdrawn, and 
that he bad no further interest in them than 
to keep them alive for endless torture. It I 
told you of a Christian Lady who would care
fully and tenderly protect and shelter an out
cast child you would believe roe, but it I told 
you that this Lady would turn a poor homeless 
child away from her door into the pelting piti
less storm you would not believe it without the 
highest proof. I might tell you of John How
ard the Christian philanthropist who was fond 
of collecting children about him, forlorn and 
deserted ones, and none would doubt it, but if 
I told you that thia same John Howard, this 
man of justice and of a sweet and tearless be 
nevolence enticed these children into a room 
to rack and mangle them, you would not credit 
it. The speaker then quoted Wesley’s words. 
“ That God could as easily convert a whole 
nation as a single soul." Human punishments 
tailed ol their objects. See how penal laws 
created the crimes they were enacted to pre
vent. The ends of justice were not satisfied 
by the suffering but by the reformation of the 
criminal. He submitted that God was well and 
fully described by the word love. He knew 
that he would be accused of ignoring God’s 
justice, but such was not the case. What were 
human reason given for if it were not to ena
ble all that was pure and good in man to faint
ly comprehend the infinite goodness and love 
of God. The affirmative of this question 
required such proof as would put it beyond a 
doubt. He ought not to be accused of attempt
ing to do away with the authority of Holy 
Scriptures. The Bible was the ground and 
pillar ol bis faith as it was of theirs, only be 
put one interpretation on certain passages ol 
the Scripture, his opponent another. And 
there were texts too which bore out in the 
fullest manner, bis view ot the Word ol God, 
and he then proceeded to quote some ol them, 
such as,—“ I, if I be lifted up, will draw al| 
men unto me." “ As in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive." “ There 
shall be one told and one Shepherd." “ And 
having made peace through the blood of his 
Cross, by him to reconcile all things unto him
self, by him I say, whether they be things on 
earth or thiags in heaven." In concluding, Mr.

Weston again reiterated the necessity that ex
isted in the question under discussion ot pres
enting absolute proof to satisfy the minds of 
men that a God of Love would condemn men 
to everlasting punishment.

The Rev. A. S. Deabriaay «aid that he fully 
agreed with the Chairman that this was a 
solemn discussion, treating as it did of the 
eternal destinies of man, and it was to be spoken 
of with all reverence, and should be listened to 
in quietness. The remarks they bad listened 
to that evening were but the echo of the Ser
pent’s words in the Garden to Eve. “ Thou 
shall not surely die.’ A poet. Young he 
•bought, bad said, “ None but a God could 
comprehend a God.’ He shuddered at the 
boldness with which it bad been attempted to 
define the attributes ot God as they should be 
according to human reason. It was impossible 
for the finite mind to comprehend the infinite. 
Everlasting punishment, the last speaker 
thought, it was utterly impossible to reconcile 
with what hnman reason would consider justice. 
Could he explain the origin of evil, or why 
God permitted its existence in the World ? Its 
existence none could deny, but why crime and 
sin and suffering in a thousand shapes should 
be permitted by a righteous and all powerful 
God, was all unconceivable to human reason. 
God bad suffered the centuries to roll on preg 
nant with blood shed on battle fields and tilled 
with the utterances of human woe. Could his 
respected trie ml explain why these things were 
so ?

God’s hand in punishment was now and then 
visible to the children of men even in this 
world. Because of the lew righteous in Sodom 
and Gomorrah who were suffered to escape did 
God permit these guilty cities to escape? No ! 
he destroyed them with a iearlul punishment. 
God does not will that any «ball perish | through 
the all atoning blood of the Lamb be wills that 
all should come unto him. It is man that re
jects salvation, who refuses the gracious invita
tions of a merciful God and shuts the door of 
Heaven in his own lace. He did not believe 
the majuriy of onr race would tie lost ; all who 
die in infancy are undoubtedly saved. The 
heathen children slain by their parents by 
thousands are sure of being received into Hea
ven. He believed, too, that they who “ perish
ed without the law would be judged without 
the law.’ Christ strove with men while here 
on earth to lead them into the way of righteous
ness. Just think ot Him weeping over Jer
usalem in saddest accents exclaiming, “ How 
often would I have gathered you as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not.’ In this text Christ’s willingness 
and anxiety to save, hie ntoarntalneae over 
man’s rejection of him, and the sinful obstinacy 
of men and their awful power to reject him, 
are alike clearly exemplified. He did not 
know why the speaker had quoted Wesley, un
less he claimed John Wesley as a Universalist. 
He must know well that John Wesley was not 
a Universalist ; il he placed so much stress on 
one utterance ol Wesley’s, why did not he 
place far more influence upon a thousand utter
ances ot that saietly man a ben he warned the 
dying sinners about him to flee from the wrath 
to come. The illustrations about the lady and 
John Howard did not apply, for God turned 
none back Vho sought him. There was one 
text alone which condemned the doctrine of his 
friend—“ It is a tearful thing to fall into the 
hands ol the living God.’ Proof had been call
ed for ; he would give the clearest and most 
convincing proof from the sure word and testi
mony of our God. Mr. Desbrissy then quoted 
the following texts :—

"The wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God.’

“ And many of them that sleep in the duetol 
the earth shall awake, some to evérlaatiog lile, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt."

“ These shall go away into everlasting pun
ishment.’

"Depart lrom me ye cursed into everlasting 
fire.’

“Ye shall die in your sins, whither I go ye 
cannot come.’

" The hour is coming in which all that are in 
the grave» shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth, they that have done good unto the resur
rection of life ; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection ot damnation.’

“ Be not deceived, neither fornicators, * * 
nor drunkards, nor rev Hers, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God.’

“ No murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him.’

“ And whosoever was not found written in 
the book ol life was cast in the lake ot tire.’

" But the fearful and unbelieving and abom
inable * * * and all liars shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone : which is the second death.’

" Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the 
cities about them in like manner • • •
are aet forth tor an example, suffering the ven
geance of Mfrnal fire.’

Want ot space compels us to curtail the re
maining portion ot this discussion.

Mr. Westop then proceeded to argue, that 
the Greek word Aion (we have no Greek 
characters in our type) rendered into English 
by the word eternal, did not signify eternal 
but "indefinite duration, and quoted Dr. J. 
Mac Knight and G. Campbell in support ol 
bis views. He quoted I)r. Edward Beecher 
to prove that in the earliest ages ol the Church 
there were six schools of theology, scarcely 
one ot which were io accord with orthodox 
views, lie also argued that the word Damna
tion was improperly employed, and that the 
real signification ol the Greek word was judg
ed or condemned.

Mr. Desbrissy denied that the authorities 
justified Mr. Weston’s use ot the word Aion, 
its prima-y meaning it eternal and the adjective 
Aionios, meant too, everlasting, eternal, for
ever. The meaning sought to be given to the 
word Aion by Mr. Weston was a mere accomo
dated one.

In support of the scriptural rendition of the 
word Aion, Mr. Desbrissy quoted the following 
authorites, John Scapula, 1583, Christianias 
Dammias, Schlearner, T. Morell, Donnegan, 
Parkburat, John Caspar Suicer, 1683, Adam 
Clarke Aristotle and Mores Stuart. The ad
jective Aionios is used to describe the etema*

existence of God. and deration of heave*. 
Substitute Mr. Weston’s meaning mi yon 
shake the foundations ol Gkd’a throe* aad 4f 
the mansions prepared in heaven tor God’s 
children. •*. ti -

Mr. Weston gave hit version of tfee parahAa 
of the rich man and Lazarus, aad also bis opin
ion as to the meaning ot the word Hell in the 
Scriptures, stating that it meant the valley of 
Uinnom, the accursed valley to the South East 
of Jerusalem where the bodies of malefactors 
were thrown, and afterwards burnt to prevent 
a pestilence, also all the refinn of the city. He 
thanked the audience tor 
•pectfui bearing which 
him, and said that he had come to Windsor in 
the hope that some of those who listened to him 
would feel persuaded that bis views of the 
Scriptures were correct.

Mr. Desbrissy, «aid that it did not support 
Mr. Weston's views to admit that the word ren
dered damnation or damned, should be render
ed, judged or condemned. He then proceed
ed to argue, quotiug numerous passages ol 
Scripture that it waa impossible that the bell 
mentioned in the Scripture* could be the valley 
of Hinnom. He combated and satirised Mr. 
Weston's interpretation of the parable of the 
sick mao and Lazarus, and closed by declaring 
that he wished he had an opportunity of ad
dressing a large number of Universalist», and 
that as the subject was by no means exhausted 
he would be willing to carry the war into Car
thage and continue the discussion in Halifax. 
Mr. Weston said that he would be happy to 
have Mr. Desbrissy discuss the subject in the 
Universalist Church in Halifax, where he would 
be treated with the same courtesy which Mr. 
Desbrissy had extended to him in Windsor. 
The time at which, and the arrangement» of 
thia discussion in Halifax will b e settled by 
correspondence.

The speaking began at 83 min. to 8 and 
closed at 22 min. to 11, se that three hours 
were expended in the discussion.

It was extremely gratifying that good order 
prevailed, as the boys in Windsor are some
times apt to be unruly. There were present 
several persons, members of Mr. Weston's 
church in Halifax, who accompanied him to 
Windsor. Mr. Weston seems to be earnest 
and conscientious and acted in a very coerteoua 
and gentlemanly manner. In the main argu
ment however be was overborne by Mr. Des- 
brisay, and particularly in the interpretation of 
the words Aion and Aiooios, of which the 
meanings undoubtedly are eternity and etern
al. The texts of Scripture quoted by Mr. 
Desbrisay were also brotjgh^to bear upon him 
with overwhelming force.'

<6mrat ^isrtUany.
Lay Rfprrsf.ntation.— The Australian 

Conference of 1873 adopted a resolution affirm
ing its approval of the principle of lay repre
sentation in Conference, and appointed a com
mittee to frame considerations tor the carrying 
the principle to a practical issue. The report 
ot the committee has been submitted to the va
rious District Meetings of the Connexion, and 
has been more or less fully discussed in these 
assemblies. So tar as we are able to gather, 
the committee’s recommendations have been 
received with considerable favour, while at the 
same time some of the details have evoked con
siderable difference ot opinion.

The following are the committee's Recom
mendations :—

1. Annual Conference.
1. That the Annual Conference be composed 

of the ministers within its boundaries, with one 
layman for each circuit, who shall be elected by 
ballot at the quarterly meeting next preceding 
the time ot holding the Conference. The lay
men eligible for election mast be members ef 
four years’ full standing, and at the time of 
election must be members in the circuits for 
which they are elected representatives.

2. One layman shall be elected by the com
mittee of each institution ol the connexion to 
which a minister is set apart by the Confer
ence.

3. There shall be reserved to be dealt with 
by the ministers alone :—

(1.) The election ol President and.Secretary.
(2.) All the matters comprised in the first 

thirteen questinns ot the Conference of 1873.
(3.) All appeals affecting the status of our 

members.
(4.) The Stationing of the Ministers, and 

the election of Chairmen of Districts.
The Stationing Committee, composed of the 

Chairmen ol Districts, and one minister from 
each district elected as reprentative, shall 
prepare a Station Sheet during the first days of 
the Conference, which shall be read on the first 
day of the assembling of the mixed Conference, 
for remark sod information. This sheet shall 
then be revised by the Stationing Committee, 
and shall be read by the President on the last 
day of the Conference as the Appointments for 
the ensuing year.

4. During the first tour days of the session 
of the Annual Conference, the ministers shall 
meet for the consideration of the questions re
served for the ministers alone.

5. In the election ol ministers and laymen aa 
representatives to the General Conference, all 
the members of the Annual Conference shall be 
entitled to vote.

II. General Conference.
1. The General Conference shall consist of 

the ministers, as provided in the Constitution 
(see page 128, Minutes 1873 ) with n number 
ot laymen, equal to the number of ministers 
chosen as representatives, who shall be elected 
by ballot at the Annual Conference, together 
with one Lay Treasurer of each Fund, viz. :— 
Children’s, Education, Supernumerary, and 
Mission Funds, who shall attend ex-ajficio. 
Lay representatives must be members of thw 
Annual Conferences by which they are elected.

2. The General Conference «ball have no 
power—

( 1 ) To revoke, alter, or change any of our 
doctrines as at present established, nor to es
tablish any new role or doctrine contrary 
thereto.

(2.) They shall not revoke the " General 
Rules of our Societies."

Cl.) They dml not make eërtdmflgeJ* W
***-“•** ** *

*ar t’ne» 1 Iffvl i 1 .vm’iaeji
(4 ) They shell trot 4° *"V »>'* 

lege ot taM*«ad sppnal ef wt yalip m 
minis*era, no t present efeistiegiia epriRelee. 
i (6.> They shell not doeway art*«he right 
ht the ministers to admit or soqxû members, 
subject to each' guards and vegetations sneer 
nrtes new provide.' r 1 H

(6.) They shall iiot do ahty with the right 
el the ministers to receive and ordain miniiters 
hi onr Chert*. 1 *"
!-<*, ■ ■

bants** chiefly occupied the reed, which was 
Seem thickly strewn with their tudiea dmplejr- 

tarribie e*d ghastly woaods I new sheer 
edjhat the offiosr who always cried out " Ad- 

was limp teg in erideot pain, bat still 
ring an Sis men. It was Major Macpber- 

i, and he had received a severe wound in the 
Shortly afterwards another officer earns 

tip and passed on to the extreme Iront. He 
had only one arm, so I knew that it waa Brigs- 
dier-Geeeral Sir Archibald Alison, the sow of 
the historien. Light ! light 1 tight 1.1 sew clear 
sky flo tiktod, no«l kuew (hat it ont the tom».

of the ministers, or the fonctions ef the pasto
ral office, without the concurrence el a major
ity of votes in two-thirds ol the Annual 
Conferences.

It was deemed desirable to obtain the opin
ions of counsel as to the legal questions invol
ved in the admission ol laymen into the Con 
lerencee. A very carefully preserved case was 
submitted to Messrs. E. D. Holroyd and P. S. 
Davis, who have given an opinion which dis
closed very aérions difficulties. In short, it 
would seem that the change which is proposed 
by the admiseioe ot lav representatives into 
the Conference will necessitate the obtaining 
an Act of the Imperial Parliament; probably, 
also, an Act in each of the several colonies. 
Thia necessarily involves separation from the 
British connexion. » result, which, we think, 
nene of ns can contemplate without regret. 
The whole question will be csrehilly considered 
by the Annual Conferences, which will meet in 
January next, xnd between thxt and the assem
bling of the General Conference, in May, 1875, 
ample time will be afforded to look at all the 
bearings of the questions, and we have no 
doubt but that the good hand of onr God, 
which has hitherto led us, will be still with as, 
and guide us to such conclusions aa will best 
promote His glory.—Melbourne Chronicle.

The Black Watch at Amoaful.—The 
Times' correspondent, who waa the only eye
witness of the main attack, and of the advance 
ot the 42d., by which the town ot Atnoafn! was 
taken,thus describes the battle :—When I heard 
that the 42d Regiment was to lead the attack I 
determined to join the advance. I knew that 
the Aabantees on their own ground,never invad
ed before, would be at their best ; and every 
Englishman knows that the British Army is well 
represented by the 42d Regiment. Its history 
is glorious ; on its banners are inscribed proud 
and imperishable names. In thia country they 
wear grey garments of Canadian homespun. In 
common with the other troops, but their hel
mets are adorned with the red hackle which was 
given to the regiment in honor of their having 
retaken in Flanders tome British guns, captur
ed from another regiment by the French. On 
the night ot the 30th 1 slept at Quarman, and 
was at breakfast when my servant, who was on 
the look-out, came running in to say that the 
“ wl ite soldiers come.” I gave him a knap
sack and water-bottle, and snatched up my 
Snider. They did not halt in the village, but 
marched along at a pace which, after four 
months of West Africa and un attack of dysen
tery, made me pant and preaplre. Presently we 
heard the firing of scout« at Inganaaaie. The 
faces of the men brightened up, and one of them 
said, “ That's good.’ Two Ass ins ran past ns to
wards the rear, with blood streaming down their 
bodies. We marched through the village, and 
then for half a mile or ao in the forest. As 
we were descending a hill the battle began. 
The soldiers extended to the right xnd left of 
the psth in line, xnd we found thxt we were in 
the Ashen tee camp. On all aides were little 
hats with low sloping roofs, thatched with the 
green, broad leaves of the plantain. Each bat 
or lean-to had a couple of bamboo bedsteads, 
raised on posts. Among these huts were fires, 
with cooking pots npon them, and inside the 
pots boded plantains or messes of Indian ccrn. 
They had alio taken the pains to make comfor
table settees. With backs. A vast number of 
carriers’ baskets containing provisions and other 
property lay scattered about. A hundred yards 
ahead the forest was filled with smoke, and 
seemed to roar ; tongues of flame shot forth, 
and these alone served as a mark, for not a man 
was to be seen. The slugs hummed and danced 
in among us, rattling against the trees and the 
pots on the fires. I was hit three times in about 
five minutes ; but these hits were so innocuous 
that Pthonght it was all going to be mere child’s 
play. I waa soon undeceived. In that part the 
forest was tolerably open ; but as the High
landers slowly advanced, moving from tree to 
tree aa directed by their officers, aud lying 
down to shoot, we came to a thicker part ol the 
bush, and the enemy fired at close range. Finally 
we got into a swampy bit at the bottom of the 
hill, and there the business began to be severe. 
The air waa filled with that music which Charles 
XII. preferred to every other. I am not ex
aggerating when I say that tor more than an 
hour the leaves fell just as they do on an English 
autumn day, when there is a strong wind. At 
one time, whichever way I looked I saw wound
ed men. One poor fellow ran past me with a 
strange, staggering gait, hi» eyes fixed and his 
band upon bis heart, and then suddenly tell 
and rolled over stone dead. This want on for 
some time ; the Highlanders still advanced, but 
very slowly, the bagpipes playing. 1 heard a 
big gun booming 'o the right, xnd going in thxt 
direction found Captain Rait and Lieutenant 
Saunders proceeding along the road with the 
Honan Artillerymen and a 7-pounder gun. and 
a retinue of naked Fan tees carrying ammuni
tion. The Housses bad been drilled indefatig- 
ably by these two officers, and the pains be
stowed upon them had not been in vain. Before 
us was a bill. Up went the gun ; and as soon 
as it reached the creat, two or three «bot» were 
fired straight down the path, while the High
landers crept through the bush to the right and 
left. Every five minutes or to there was a bait ; 
the gun waa fired ; the men lay down and fired. 
Then I heard a clear, cheery voice cry out 
" Advance !" and then the 42nd gave a cheer, 
and the Housses cheered, and the Fanteea 
cheered ; the gnn waa wheeled along for 15 or 
20 yards. The bosh waa now so thick that the 
aien were formed again in column ; and the Ai-

- saw hmuda and aa apou,jtrael liait 
gave them a shell juat as we came to the out
skirts of the bush. This last shot killed a 
group of men running eat at the other end of 
the town. The day's week wws over so far as 
the 42d was concerned, and time it was They 
had a hundred and five wounded and two men 
killed. Nine officers were hit. Major Mec- 
pherson and Major Baird were both severely 
but not dangerously wounded. A field hospi
tal was formed under a cluster of shady trees 
in the main street of the town ; and the Alban
ie»», hovering around like birds of prey driven 
from their nest, fired harmless shots out of the 
adjacent bush. In the distance we could hear 
the souad ol musketry, both on the right and 
and on the left, and it did aot cease throughout 
the day.

Lotus Riel.—The appearance of Louis Riel 
in propia persona taking the oath of allegiance 
to Her Majesty, and registering hie name on 
the roll of the loyal Common! ot Canada, waa 
an event which might well cause the excitement 
described by our correspondent at Ottawa. It 
was between twelve and one o’clock that Riel 
presented himself at the Clerk’s office, and 
went through the forms necessary to quality 
him for taking his seat in the Hanse. In a 
very short time the news was circulated amongst 
the members, and the question asked. What 
was to be done if Riel catered the Chamber ? 
He did not make kia appearance, however, aad 
it ia believed has no intention of doing so. 
The fact that hia late opponent ia Provencher, 
Mr. Hamelin, ia moving to claim the seat may 
have induced Riel to secure a locus «toads, al
though in point of Parliameatry law, ne beae- 
fit except the receipt of hi* mileage allowance 
could accrue to him lrom the step.

Later in the day it was rumored he had quit
ted Ottawa, or at all events gone again into 
hiding. That he could be allowed to ait and 
vote under present circumstances ie quite oat 
of (ha question. It would be a scandal and an 
insult no I^agfstetura could tolerate. •" There is 
•aid to be nr precedent for hia expulsion before 
trial, for the simple reason that no man with a 
charge of felony hanging over his bead ever 
had the audacity to present himsetl within the 
walls of Parliament. Bat it mast he recollect
ed that Riel is not merely charged by popular 
rumour with the crime ol murder. A warrant 
has been long running for his arrest and a 
true bill has been found against him by the 
Grand Jury of the Court of Queen’s Bench in 
Manitoba. He ie, therefore, to all intents and 
purposes, a fugitive from justice, and until he 
has purged himself ot the crime alleged against 
him, can be no fitting companion of a body of 
loyal men met together to legislate in conjunc 
tion with and under the authority of the 
Crown.

The features and circnmstancea of the ori
ginal offence are not matters for present consi
deration. IX it had been of a far Iaaa serious 
nature, the effect, on his standing as a oitizen 
and member of Parliament would have been 
the same. It would be utterly intolerable that, 
pending the trial be is avoiding, and the ver
dict be appears to dread, he «bonId be allowed 
for one month to darken the threshold of the 
House of Commons with bit presence. — Tor
onto «lobe.

Union or Presbyterian Churches.— 
Churches ol the Presbyterian family are found 
under a variety of names in almost all quarters 
of the world. It has occurred to many that it 
would be exceedingly desirable, and would 
subserve very important ends, to have all those 
who hold to this form of church government 
brought into formal communion with each 
other. This idea bis taken a certain amount 
of shape, and efforts are being put forth to 
have it realized. These efforts do not at all 
point to anything like an organic union of all 
the Presbyterian churches throughout the 
world. Any such attempt instead, of doing 
good, would evidently cause confusion. Every 
church is to hold its present organization, and 
no new creed or formulary ot any kind is con
templated.

Our readers msy remember thst at the meet
ing of the Evangelical Alliance in New York 
last October, a Conference on the subject was 
held among the Presbyterian delegates present 
on ihat occasion ; and that the result of this 
Conference was the expression of a strong de
sire for the formation of a universal Presby
terian Councd. A Committee was then ap
pointed to correspond with individuals and or 
ganized bodies to ascertain the feeling preva
lent on the subject, and to take such measures 
as might be thought proper. The Committee 
thus appointed has recently issued a circular 
to every Presbyterian organization in the world 
asking two things:—First, Expression in a 
formal manner ol approval of a Federal Union. 
Second, The appointment of a Committee to 
meet or correspond with Committees from other 
Presbyterian denominations, for the purpose of 
arranging a convention ol representatives to be 
appointed by the denominations.

While making, in the meantime, these two 
requests, the Committee adduce nine distinct 
benefits which, it says, might be expected to 
flow from the proposed Federation. It would 
show the substantial oneness of all Presbyterian 
Churches ; would strengthen the weak sections 
by showing bow strong is the body as a whole ; 
would enable different sections to Iraternize 
with each other, without giving up their own 
principles ; would enable them all more effec
tively to combine against error, aad in general 
evangelical work without a wasteful expendi
ture of power in mere competition with each 
other.—Toronto Globe.

Wa are glad to notice that at the distribu
tion of prune al Eastbourne on Friday, ia cow- 
nectioe with the Cambridge 1-ocal Examina
tions, two Wesleyan minister's tons came off 
with flying colours. Mr. Findlay carried off 
the special prize given by the Duke ol Devon
shire ; and, standing first in the entire kingdom 
in Latin and Greek, he receive*! an offer ot a 
sirarship and scholarship from Sf. John’s, 
Cambridge. Ao oiler bed also been made to 
Mr. Findlay and the other youth (Mr. Dilke),1 
who had honourably distinguished hisneelt, of: 
Knatat scholarships al Jesiw College, Cam
bridge ; but a* neither of the yoetha ie an or-- 
phea saw ol a clergymen, the offsa. could oo«, 
be accepted. It is worth while to consider 
whether our Schools Fund might aot be to judi
ciously handled at to assist a lew of the meri
torious sons ol our ministers to proceed to the 
Universities. It is gratitying to hear of hon
ours won by Weak; an minister's sons, but it ie 
not pleasant to know that were it not lor thesr 
University honours, instead of being delegated 
at an early age to the counter or the desk. We 
do not mean for one moment to assert that, ia 
a merchants office or a business house, a youth 
will find his education thrown away, or his 
knowledge valueless. It is iar otherwise. We 
are a nation ol shopkeepers, end, without 
adopting the dictum ol a worthy miniatar m the 
north, we may as well bear the fact in mind. 
Should the Schools Fund take this matter into 
eonsideration, we trust that the reception of 
scholarships will not be made dependent in 
all cases on procedure to the Universities. 
There are many scientific Institutes, such »« the 
Jennyn-street Museum, and the Applied Sci
ence department at King’s College in London 
and provincial towns, as Manchester and 
Southampton, where a scholarship could be as 
profitably utilised as at Cambridge or Os ford. 
— Watchman.

Anecdote or Handel.—Handel was one of 
the most humorous of mortals, and. at the 
same time, one ot the most irritable. Having 
occasion to bring oat one of his oratorios in a 
provincial town of England, he began to look 
about for such material to complete the orches
tra and chorus as the place might afford. One 
and another was reccommended, as usual, as 
being a splendid singer, a great player, and to 
on. After a while such as were collected were 
gathered together in a room, and. after preli
minaries, Handel made his appearance, puffing 
with both anna full of manuscript :

‘ Gentlemen,’ quoth be, ’ you all read manu
script ?’

’Yea, yea,’ responded from all parts of the 
ream.- 4 • --*-*•«-■**••-

* We play in the church,’ added an old man 
behind a violoncello.

‘ Very well, blay dis,’ said Handel distribut
ing the parts.

This done and a lew explanations delivered, 
Ilxndell retired to a distant part of the room to 
enjoy the effect. The stumbling, tumbling, 
and blundering that ensued are said to have 
been indescribable. Handel’s sensitive ear 
and impetuous spirit could not long brook the 
insult, and, «Upping his bands to his ears, he 
ran to the old gentleman of the violoncello, 
and, shaking hia fiaWuriously at the terrified 
man and the instrument, said :

’ You blay in the church -very well—you 
may blay in de chuich—for we read, de Lord 
is loug suffering, ol great kindness, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin : you sal blay 
in de church but you sal not blay for roe,’ and, 
snatching together hie manuscripts, ha rushed 
out ol the room, leaving bis astonished per
formers to draw their own conclus io us.

Longfellow and ‘ Evangeline.’ — The 
‘ Maritime Monthly’ for April contains an arti
cle on ‘ Recollections of some American Au
thor!,’ from which the following notice of a 
conversation with Longfellow is taken :

* He spoke of hia own noble poem of Evan
geline, which describes ao accurately, aud no 
glowingly depicts, Nova Scotia scenery. He 
•aid, and here are bit precise words : * 1 have
never been in Nova Scotia in my lile, and never 
saw the village of Grand I’re. llow I came to 
write the poem happened in this wise. A friend 
one day told me the story, and related the inci
dent on which ray verses are founded. He des
cribes the land so minutely thst I at once be
came deeply interested and somewhat impress
ed. Taking a pencil and some paper front uiy 
desk, I bade him stand with bis face towards 
the west and tell me what be saw. He did so, 
and I took down the words as they fell from 
bit lips. It was some time after this that I 
wrote the story of Evangeline, and often 1 bave 
thought of the pleasure a visit to the old s initie 
would give me. How strange it must be now 
to view the old place. Locomotives and rail 
cars glide over what was ooce au open prairie 
of tall grass. Some day I hope to see Grand 
I’re. This is the origin of the poem.’

President Nott, id bis wise old age, once 
took a newly-married pair aside, and said : ' 1 
want to give you this advice, my children— 
don’t try to be happy. Happiness is a sb> 
nymph, and if you chose her you will never 
catch her. But just go quietly on and do your 
daty, and ahe will come to you.'

Died at Upper Kent, on Mafch 5th, Mr 
John Armour, Jr., in the 41st year of his age. 
Brother Armour was for many years an esteem
ed and worthy member of our church, and a 
liberal «apporter of the cause ol Methodism on 
this Circuit. He waa led to seek a saving in
terest in Christ, under the earnest and faithful 
labours of the Rev. D. B. Scolt while in this 
place. During his illness he had many fears 

ith reference to hia acceptaoce in Christ. It 
seemed aa though the " powers of darkness,” 
assailed him with all their tore* until within a 
lew days of his departure, when he was enabled 
triumphantly to exclaim, “ I know that my Re
deemer liveth,” and be passed away rejoicing 
in a Saviour’s love. A beloved wile end little 
family are bereft ol their dearest earthly friend ; 
death has made a gap which is not easily filled. 
On Sabbath a large number of persons assem
bled at bis funeral, to pay their feat Irilate ol 
respect to the memory of the dead. 1.1 
Tobigue Mission, April Ilk, 1874.


