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IS IT OF GOD OR OF MAN !
By THE OBSERVER

little excitement arose a
couple of weeks ago in Anglican
oircles Montreal. A couple of
ministers undertook to ‘' re state,”
(ne they put it) the Bible teaching
concerning,the Virgin Birth of our
Blessed Lord and Saviour. This is a
dogma of our Holy Catholic
We Catholics
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We look on at their " re state
ments " with a good deal of curiosity,
and with some amusement not
unmixed with pity. In the Catholic
view, it is supremely absurd to think
that God, having revealed Himself to
man, and having given him a law
live by, has not furnished man with
the means of knowing what His rev-
elation ie and what His law is. And
it is absurd to think that mankind
are now, 1900 years after the time of
Christ. still without any certain
knowledge as o why He came to
earth ; why He suffered and died, and
what He taught.

If there is & God, (and the " re-
gtaters " still formally admit there
is,) what sort of Being should He be
Who wonld permit us to be under the
necessity of * re-stating ” in 191¢ the
meseage He sent to us by His Son in
the years 30 to 38? If there isa God,
have we no relations with Him?
Have we no duties towards Him?
Have we no law to keep?
no will in our regard? If the answer
to these questions is " yes,”
men ask us to suppose that, in this
year 1919, we are s#till without any
definite knowledge of these matters ?

If we are without such knowledge,
shall we ever get it? Does it make
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and they can no longer
tend, even to themselves, that their
‘ re-gtating ” is anything else but
putting their own shallow and fran-
sitory in the place of
the words of God's inspired prophets
and evangelists,
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For that is the actual process. Let |
them call it by whatever misleading
name they like : higher criticism or |
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WEEKLY IRISH REVIEW
p—
IRELAND SEEN THROUGH IRISH
EYES
P
BRITISH TERRORISM IN IRELAND
Copyright 1919 by Seumas MacManus

Americans are not awake to the
tearful state of things in Ireland, and
the terrible strain under which the
people there are trying to live—a
fearful strain that is daily nearing
the breaking point. The daily order
throughout the land is marching and
countermarching of troops in heavy
fighting equipment, raiding without
warrant, arresting ithout charge,
imprisoning without trial, and de-
porting without cause. Thoee who
are existing in the country say
it is impossible for outs
tarrible

iders to real
conditions under
Belgium, in
a of the German
r more of re
geion, nor did the German mili
lomination try to strike more
terror to the hearts of the conquered
population, &I is the caee of Ire
land under Britieh Militery domina
tion today. The Irish people seem

iza the
| which they do
Ju- very worst
regime, did not

exist,
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| resignedly settling down to accept
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ance of the fact that the military

plan of campaign ie, first o got out |

of the country every leader and
every posaible successor of a leader,
and every eingularly able pereon
who happens to belong to the Sinn

Fein party—and in process of doing |

thie, either terrorize Ireland into
numbnegs, or drive it into a frenzied
and totally unprepared for rebellion.

ENGLISH TESTIMONY

The Daily Herald of London sent
to Ireland the distinguiehed journal-
ist, H. N. Brailsford, to find out the
true state of matters there. Here is
what he found (a3 reported in the
Herald) “Were it not that the people
of this island talk English it would
be easy to imagine that one had
gtrayed into some conquered region
of anemy Europe. Ireland is under
military occupation : our rule has
all the femiliar features of a con-
quest. Foreign troops in khaki
dominate Dublin much as they
dominate Cologne, and the outward
order rests on the fact that the tanks
and the machine guns are always

| ready.
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“The repression is formidable and
well organized, The rights of meet-
ing, of combination, and of printing
have ceasad, for the greul
the population. Their organizations
illegal and have been driven
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re-statement, or whatever they may |

choose, that is the substance of what | . A
: . | turies of grinding the face of the

they are doing. They are attempt- |

ing to doshrm a thing not made by l

titute
for it a thing made by the hanas of |
men, and subject to be re-made to-
morrow by the same or other human
hands.

‘ A thing,” said we ? Nay a multi-
tude of things. But none of them
positive ; none of them construotive ;

the hands of men, and to gubs

“In countless wa
military
inery

thruste itsslf into
8 are

Land

son
filled the

is the 0o sion of one

1emeel

of
ix
drag
whalc I sounding
and corr

waging,

i 1 8 e o ‘i nc ‘{ . ]
about the h ar the
Right aingt
againsgt

ars
W wWAas

Might for
brutish

Lox
military |
tyranny

To those who are still innocent of
England’'s methods it will seem
amazing that she can repeat in Ire-
and that which, if she was to be
believed, she roused the world to
defeat in Belgium. Germany, in
time of war trampled upon a weak
neighbor. Buat England now,
brutally and cold-bloodedly, does the
same in times of peace. A candid
Englishman recently explained this,
when he frankly said “Many cen

weak have established our unques-
tioned privilege to continue it : Ger-

| many was guilty of an unpardonable

|

none of them even pretended to have l

come from outside the world ;
man-made toys of the intellect—or
of the passions—and usually the pro-
duct of the sin of prida.
The " re-staters " offer
mesgage from on high.
no new revelation to deliver.
are of the earth earthy ; and all they
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| of Irieh independence,
They |

have to offer to their fellow-men is |

earthy human concepts, freedom of

\

human conduct in the worat sense ; |

human idealg; plessure ;
power ; lack of restraint ;
do as each one pleases ;
is all,

All, and too much. This is just
where the world was when the Apos-
tles began to preach.

pride ;
liberty o
and this

| by the ex premier of

crime of trying to break into our
monopoly. Gallant Britishere will
not tolerate any other people on |
earth but themeselves to trample the
weak."”

AUSTRALIAN SYMPATHY

The agitation in Australia for Irish |
assuming |

| independence is rapidly
proportions that have no quieting
effect upon the powers that be in
England. The great Convention re-
cently held in Melbourne at which
delegates from every parl of Aus
tralin and New Zoealand pregided over
Queensland,
whereat o strong resclution in favor
proposed by
an English Archbishop, Redwood of
Wellington, was cheered to tha skies,
gave n rude shock to gentlemen in
London. The London Times corres
pondent in Sydney recently reported
in that organ that: “De Valera is
regarded by the Irish here as an in-
gpired prophet, seldier, and states-
man.,” He said that, outside Irish
circles, the rest of the country is
afraid to antagonize them : and that
both Liberals and Labormen are
therefore urging that Ireland should
and must be made as free as Aus-
tralia,

that |

| is more than ever clear that E
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Many Austealian soldiers who
‘(‘unu on furlough to Ireland trmn‘
‘the European trenches, and larger‘
numbers of them who came after the l
armistice, had to be ordered out of
Ireland ngain, becausge of the public
and prominent sympathy with the
forward Irish movemext which they
showed, after they had seen for
themselves what was happening
there. So bent upon complete Irish
freedom are Irish Australians that
when Senator Lynch recently intrd-
duced into the Australinn Senate a
resclution demanding full self gov
ernment for Ireland, he aroused the
keenest Irish-Australian wrath, for
his proposing te leave Ireland under
even the nominal control of Britain, |
The ex Attorney General for South
Australia, Captain Denny, who, after
long experience in Buropenn trenches,
recently visited lreland to study for |
| himsgelf the incipient war there,
wrota for the press Sydney a
remarkable ar attracted
| wide jion—in the course of
which he said ‘The present state
of thinge is quite impossible, and it
ngland
er can, nor will, rule Ireland
with equity, Even if she had the |
best of goodwill, England does not
understand Ireland nor Irishmen.
She poersistently does the wrong |
thing. . . . I was in the city of
Limerick on the day of the faneral
of Byrne, shot in an eaffray in a|
military hospital. At this tima there
were thoueands of troops in the city.
Government was imposed by the
bludgeon and the bayonet, and
maochine-guns and armoured-care.
Personal liberty was no more than @ |
name, and the city was under martial ‘
law. The funeral of Byrne was an |
imposing Yeat
and uerussnnl) peaceful gataering
was surrounded by soldiers and
police, with fixed bayonets, while |
aseroplanes hovered above and
armoured caxrs and machine - guns |
were at every corner of the city.”
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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT IN JAIL

Of the sixty-nine Sinn Fein mem-
bers of Parliament, no less than
pixty-three, have, sinve their election
been imprisoned — some of them
imprisoned several times. Thirty-
eight ot these were imprisoned for as
long a8 12 and 18 monthe without
any trial. And none of all the sixty-
three got a jury trial. The Irish
Chief Secretary, lan Macpherson,
when heckled in the House of Com-
mouns about the imprisonments tried |

t~ save himas!’ by the uitersice of &

| deliberate falsehood. He said Sinn |
I Fein M, P's. were ‘mprisoned
| inciting to murder. From the day
| of their election to the present day,
guch cha been levelled
against o of them. Arthur Grifiith,
he V Preside of Sinn Fein,
igorouslyreplied through the prrsato |
1 ) L untruth
eloquent facts
lhowlinese
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geclarianism Orange ranters
and Englishm level at all Irish |
people who fight for theic frecdom-
and Americans who are Ulnl\ ious of
| the fact that almost every Irish |
| National leader in the fight for Irigh
| freedom has been Protestant from
the days of Henry Grattan down
| through those of Wolf Tone, Lord
Edward Fitzgerald, Robert Emmett,
Thomas Davig, Smith O'Brien, Isaac
| Butt, to those of Charles Stewart |
Parnell—these Americans are still
under the impression that the Sein
| Feiners are all Catholics, and the |
anti-Sinn Feiners =all Protestants. |
The latest Governmwent prisoner just |
released after a hunger strike, Mr.
| Brnest Blythe, M.P., ie one of the |
| Protestant Sinn Fein M. P.'s, In pur- |
| suance of the old, old policy ot trying |
to give to the outside world, the |
llnpreua ons of gectarianism in tlm\
{
|
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S8inn Fein struggle, one of Carson’s
lieutenants, recently at a greal
Unionist demonstration in Belfast,
horrified his hearers by announcing
that the Sinn Fein Member of Parlia. |
ment for No. Armagh, was aotually |
nominated by two Roman Oatholic
priests ! truth positive that it wes
the Pope's finger which was stirring ‘
up the Irish mess. But when an |
honest member of the audience arose
and said to the speaker: ''I beg your |
psrdon, but you haven't quite fin-
ished the story. 1 can corroborate
the fact that two Papist priests cer-
tainly did nominate the member for
No. Armagh—who is a steunch Prot-
| estant, Ernest Blythe "—there was |
| consternation on the platform, and
| sensation in the Hall. And the unfor-
| tunate individual who had the te-

merity to spoil the speaker's splendid

point, by telling an untimely trath,
was kicked and cuffed into the night

—the only proper treatment for such

a kill-joy.

Yet not only are the best Protest-
ants in the National movement—the
Protestants who are possessed of
intellectuality—but there are many

| from the rank

| mas when it is the earnas

| Board,

| agreer

and filp of the non:
Catholic population whp are stream-
ing in—men and women who are
having their eyes opendd to the faot
that Ireland, not England, is their
country, and that for ages past
Orange leaders and English leaders
have merely been ueing them to keep
contemptible seotarianism alive in
order that there might not be an
united Ireland to struggle for Ire-
land’s right.
SEUMAS MACMANUS
Of Donegal.
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School Boards, one Hug
Billngual, was the con
tribution to the solution of tt
Ottawa Sepairate sohosl
made by Rev. Father J O'Gorman
in an aonouncement i: the
Sacramant Church Sunday.
O'Gorman claims that as both
have agreed to the poalicy ot
tion, practical stepa in tt
should be taken at onge.
ment follows :
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On this, the Sunday be’ore Christ-
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harity and
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all Christians that the

both |

| a8 to

united in the vindication of our
privileges, but separated in the
methods of vindicating ‘ these
privileges ; united to demand
our scholastic righte, but separ-
ated in our echools ; united in
the federation of our Catholic
forcee, but separated in the
different societies that go to
make it up ; united in our relig
ion, but separated in our
churches, in so far as Rome will
permit; united finally to combat
Satan the Adversary, but separ
ated on the field of battle, under
our respective leaders, with the
arme adapted to our tempera-
ments.

‘1 ghould like before I
try this system. 1
hope eoon to
peacs embrace

fraternal kis

die to
ghould then
juetice and
each other with a

see

Since both seem to agree
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peace of Christ should reign in our |

midet, it is opportune for us Catho
lice of Ottawa to remember the
divine injunction :

“If therefore thou arl offering
thy gift at the altar and there
thou remembear that thy brother
hath anything against thee, leave
then thy gift befors the altar,
and go firgt to be reconciled to
thy brother,and then come Lnd
offer thy gitt.” (Matt. 5: 23-24.)

For many years the Catholics of
this ocity, English-speaking and
French-speaking, have each had
their own parishee, and no friction
has arisen as a result ; for the same

{ mosities

willingn 1
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why the Cath
prociaim a
and uunite in request
nment two mutually
parate School Boards
one English and one
Bilingual, entirely distinet in man
agement finance and
This would require an Act extending
option which & Catholic rate
payer in Ottawa at present possesses
of beiug a Separate or a Public school
supporter, to the further option of
being an Englich Separate school
a Bilingual school sup
When the English Separate
and the Bilingual Separate
of Ottawa have been pub
under two mutually, functionally and
financially independent School
Boards, the present forced and clumey
union which has kept up racial ani-
and suspicions, run our
schools to the verge of bankruptey,
hampered educational progress, dis
turbed civic peace and wounded
charity, will give way under the
negis of that liberty which results

olu
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Gove

schools

| from autonomy totthe mutual self

number of years the Oatholics of this |

oity have had their
under a mixed, Freoci“sod Englisg,
and the sad result is known
not' only throughous Canada,
London and in Rome, as well.
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prelate, to carry

great 1ip Bishop
, publiely pro
to this policy
Speaking before the
Canadian Educational Asso

in Ottawa, he appsaled for

but in |
To |

2, peace and unity |

respect, business efficiency, eduvca
tional progrese, civie peace and
Christian charity so desired by us
all. In the words of Bishop Latu
lipe, “ I should like to try this solu.
tion before I die.”
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ATTORNEY

Attorne General Raney throws
down the gauntlet to the race
gamblers and offers to meet
any constituenoy they may
He is prepared to believe,

1em in
elect.
he says,

| that there are enough people in any

separation as follows (I translate his |

words :)

“All the Catholics of
have the same faith in Jesus
Chrigt, the same love for the
Church, the same devotion to
the Pope, but they are often
poles asunder when it comes to
expressing their faith and their
sentiments.

Canada

" They love each other in Christ,
I am convinced, and they wish
well to each other. But their
mentality and their tempera-
ment are quite different. On
the one hand as on the other
there are really good qualitiee.
But their methods of action
resemble eack other as day and
night.

“Two homogeneous parishes of
different nationality will both
promote the glory of religion,
while a mixed (that is, bilingual)
parish will often present the
epactacle of disunion and scan-
dal.

‘1 shall soon have lived twenty-
filve years in Ontario; I have
seen men, and I have mixed up
in events, and I am convinced,
that on a hout of points we can
never agree,

“Why then not sacrifice physical
union for moral union ? Let us
geparate to remain united (Sép
arons nous pour rester unis.)
Let us separate as Abraham and
Lot, that there be no guarrels
among brethren, ready however
to go to each other's assistance
at the first signal of danger.
“Let us be united in our goal,
but separated in the means we
employ to attain this goal;

| BO

| from
the interests of the great majority of |

of these constituenciss to elect him |
over any opponent that the gamblers
And Mr, Raney is right, |

may put up.
doubt.
a whole

The people of Ontario as

their new Government. But
them are not centered in this busi-
nees of race track betting. There
are those to whom anothar matter is
enormoustly more important. These
are the peopie who put their money
into investments of a variety ol de-
scriptions all the way from fake min-
ing stocks to udulent
organizations. Some of them
fools,
ment to protect even the fool. Most
of them are not to be classed in this
wise. They are people with small

v

are

sums of money for investment. More |
often than not they are really poor |

and cannot afford to lose one dollar
of their hard earned funds.
means and another they
invest these funds in companies that,
perhaps honestly enough conducted
at the outsel, perhaps not, later are
so manipulated that the unproteoted
small investor loses his whole pos
gession, or part of it.
done a8 only experts in that line of

| highway robbery know how to do it.

The men who engage in this sort of |
holding |
up a widow here and an orphan there, |

thing are not petty thieves,

They are thieves who know the law,
who keep within the lettar of the law,
it may be, and who, when they make
a steal do it by wholega'e. Mr. Raney
gpaaks courageously when he talks
back tc the race track gamblers. We
hope sincerely that he is not under
the assumption that the people of On-
tario are going to be satisfled with
public speeches like that uttered
against the race track men. Two

property. |

Nawburger |

track

-3 |
are demanding a square deal |

financial |

but it is the duty of Govern- |

By one |
are led to |

The thing is |

|
‘comymuied, whose failures had the |
| enrmarks of the clags to which we
| have referred, went down during the
past few monthe, Widows and work
ingmen, including quite a few farm
erg, were among the inve.tors. They
had entrusted their money to these
companies because they understood
that a financial organization ol this
character had Government indorsa.
tion and was regularly inspected. Mr.
Raney can render the province few
services equally valuable with that of
seeing that these failures are not
repented, He ocan, as attorney
general, make such an example of
the culprits, wherever found, as to
render this province no longer
tenable for persons of their ilk., He |
| can that inep of all
institut handling
shall be

ing «

demand ctions
panies or

funds
rely a

ne

dite, and
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know that
v ), in this province, he is offered
an investment it is more and
legs lese, at least—than
progpecius clearly states it to
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The following paragraphe, in an
swer to a child's query as to whether |
there is & Santa Claus were originally |
published years ago in the editorial
columns of the New York Sun. The |
story is reprinted that those of the |
present generation who have never
seen it or, perchance, have forgotten
it, may once more have the opportun
ity of placing it in their scrap books:

We teke plensure in answering at
once and thus prominently, the com
munication below, expreesing at the |
same time our great gratification that |
itefaithful author is numbered among |
the friends of The Sun:

“Dear Editor: I am 8 years old.
‘Some of my little friends say |
there is no Santa Claus. |
“ Papa says, 'If you see it in The |
Sun it's so.’
| ‘ Please tell me the truth ;

|
a Sauta Ulaus ?

is there |

Virginia O'Hanlon.
" 115 West Ninety fitth street.”
Virg little
wrong. ve been
the of

I'hey d

inia, your friends are

I'bey bha

Fhey
h is

whio

little

to ¥
i Alas
world if th

It
no Virginias,

ag if there wer
There would be no
childlike faith then, no poetry, no
romancs to make tolerable this exis
tence. gshould have no enjoy-
ment, except in sense and sight.
The eternal light with which child-
hood fills the world would be extin
guished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies !
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus,
but even if they did not see Santa |
Claus coming down, what would that
prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus,
| but that is no sign that there is no

Santa Claus. The most real things
|in the world are those that
neither children nor men can
see. Did you ever see fairies
dancing on the lawn Ot ocourse |
not, but that's no proot that they are
not there. Nobody can conceive or |
imagine all the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby's
rattle and see what makes the noise
ineide, but there is a veil covering |
the unseen world which not the
strongest man, not even the
| sgtrength of all the

men that ever lived,

| apart. Oaly faith,
| love, romance, can push aside that
curtain and view and picture the
supernal beauty and glory beyond.
Is it reanl ? Ah. Virginia, in all thie |
world there is nothing elee real and
abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God!
lives, and he livea forever. A thou-
| sand years from now, Virginia, nay, |

ten times ten thousand years from
now, he will continue to make glad
the heart of childhood.

would be as dreary

We

strongest
could tear
fancy poetry,

he |
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It you wish to have an attentive
audience, speak to them ; it you wish
them to sleep or sigh for the end,
read to them,

| convent in the Kremlin,

| Brothers,
| tuaries,

united | T

| general

| the designers

CATHOLIC NOTES

Thére are 200,000 equare miles of
conl fields in China.

Seventeen native priests have been
ordained in the little seminary in
North Manchuria, Asia.

In Holland more than & thousand
yourng COatholic men are being pre-
pared for the missions of the Church.

The most indestructible
the jarrah wood of
tralin, which defles all known forms
of decay and is untouched by all
destructive inseots

wood is
Western Aus-

The jurisdiction
Delegate of
extended to

the
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Australas
include
islande of Oceania and t
Ielands.
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in all
e Malay

in "
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wewly
no
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the

the late
tholi of Foynes, (
Ireland, have preser

rees to Rev, R C. Connoll V. A.,
tant rector of the parish, on
coasion of his resignation from

ounty
ed an

the o

| the ministry and departure from the

district
terms

which
the

in
of

bhe bad lived on
warmest friendship

| with the Catholic population.

No name ptands higher in the

| annals of Massachusetts tkan that of
| Winthrop,
| this country was Governor Winthrop
| of

the founder of which in

the Mayflower. It may interest
our readers to learn that, with the
exception of a cousin the head of this
family today is Hon. Jobn Still
Winthrop of Tallahassee, Fla.,, who
is a Catholic.—The Miseionary.

The Tcehudoff
Moscow, has
garage for
This convent
the fourteenth

Moscow, Russia
been turned into
Trotzky's motor cars.
was founded in
century. The nuns were evicted
last summer because the Lettish
guards found it excessively trouble-
some to open and shut the gates for
them.

a

The Franciscans are celebrating
this year the 700th anniversary of
their entrance to the Holy Land.
Their etay there during this long
period was beset by numerous difii-
culties, but previous to the War the
Franciecan migeions in the Holy
Land consisted of 125 friars end 139
with 15 stations, 44 sanc-
10 hospioes for pilgrims
13 schools with 1,700 children and
11 500 Catholics
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| transcribed in the sixteenth century

by & monk., It could not be matched
today by the very best equipped
printing office in the world. The
parchment is perfect in condition
and every one of its 1,000 pages is &

| most wonderful study.

The Rev
widely-known
and scientist,

Joseph M. Neri, the
blind Jesuit opriest
died at the University
of Santa Clara, Cal,, a fortnight ago,
at the age of mghty thrvu years.
Father Neri was the first Jesuit
ordained in California and the last
member of the band of Jesuit
misgionaries who arrived in that
State nearly sixty years ago. He
installed the first electric lights seen
upon the streets of San Francisco

London, November 14.—The
modest fashions of the day have
invaded Ireland, coming from Paris
via London and not improving en
route as one priest justly remarked.
The Irish prelates have now started
a campaign ageint these immodest
fashions, which are epreading so
alarmingly. The Bishop of Limerick,
in a letter to the press, gives a new
and sinister significance to the
and growing aim of the
faehic to expose more and more
of the female person. He says that
of dresses are to a
large extent Parisian Jews and Free-
masons ; and that they seek, amenget
other meaneg, to uproot the Christian.
ity, which they hate, by the intro-
duction into OChrisgtian soclety of
these dangerous and indesent
fashions, The Bishop warns Irigh
women not to be led away by these

im-

ns

| unbecoming and pagan fathiens, but

to hold fast to those oxrnaments of
the Oatholic Irish girl, modesty and
seemliness,




