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WEARY WAITING.

Some time ago we were informed that
prominent laymen were elaborating a
scheme for the Federation of the Cathe-
lic societies of Canada. We have
waited, and have from time to time
urged them to give us the result of
their labors. But no scheme appears,
wrd the enthusiasm of the laymen seems
to have disappeared. These gentlemen
may bave other weighty matters to con-
sider—or possibly may be frightened by

the dificulties and dangers which are

s who have over heated
maginations.
It were a waste of time to descant on
1tility of Federation, That it would
end to bind us together and to concen
rate and dircct to worthy ends the
srgy that is frittered away on trivial

is conceded. It would help the

atholic press and the Catholic college

and give ns men who are Catholics all

, and not only before an elec- |

u, to carry our banuners, It would

a facto

r in the monlding «

publie

inion and urge us to dwell upon the

aching of history, that blindnest to
r intellectual needs dooms us to a
lose of prestige and influence.
We may hark back to the past, but,
thout the fold, they prefer to judge
e Chureh, not by the dead, but by the
ving. We may talk of our principles,
1t if we make no effort to show how
they can be applied to modern problems,
the world may deem us but noisy brag-

varts. We cannot salve our conscience
ith stories of our forbears, and we |
annot hope to find ourselves in the

refront of every good moveme
yersist in a policy of apathy and negli-

ice,

JOD THING AND NEEDED. |

Ve are told that Federation is not

ded. We ay remark..h

f Federation, and are anxious to hawve
an opportunity to bless the laymer who |
An gether. l‘
[t may not be needed by those who |

are gullible enough to believe all that
s said of us by orators at some of our
zatheringe. But they who see things
not as our orators would have them, but
18 they are, do not harbor this opinion.
'hey see, it is true, the faithful who
rowd onr churches, but they see also
the young men who do not frequent the
sacraments, who absent themselves from
Holy Mass, who batten upon the secular
oress, and whose sole aim seems to be
to have a good time, Kuchre-parties,
and honied words anent our progress,
#ill not remedy these conditions. But
we believe that Federation, captained
ky our best, and under the guidance of
the Bishops, would give us results to
which we could refer with justifiable
vride. But all this has been said many
times. Now, since our laymen profess
to be anxious to see Federation in
sction, and our prelates will not deny
t their approbation, let us have it as
soon as possible.

VHAT IT IS IN THE UNITED

STATES.

We may remind our readers that
among our brethren in the United
States Federation is a snccess. At its
nception it had its critics and oppon-
‘uts—to day its record of achievement
s sufficient to blunt the baib of cen-:
sure, It is gaining in strength and
nust, in the near future, be acclaimed
)y all, irrespective of creed, as a
nighty factor in the maintenance and
safeguarding of religicn and of moral
ty. To the men behind the movement
ve give our meed of praise. They
liave shown the value of organization,
ind have demonstrated that system
wnd order and concentration have
heir  place in  works devoted

interests of so-

the  hest

ty. Said His Excellency Mgr, Fal-

nio, at the last Convention of the

\merican Federation of Catholic So-
ties : :

““The common adage ; ‘in union there

strength,’ is the real motto of our

ommercial, eivil and religious life.
ndividual efforts, no matter how great,
will prove inevitable failure in regard

» our social interests, unless sustained

y concentrated action, Lack of unity
means lack of efficiency, concentration
Ol act'vites means strength and power,
which constitnte the best elements for
success,”’

And the Apostolic Delegate, whose
name is in benediction in €anada, went
on to say that he was justified in
applying to their association the words
which Pius X, addressed to the Nine-
teenth Catholic Congress held at Bol-

has sufficiently proved to all the vigor
of Catholic forces and what useful and
salutary results may be obtained ameng
a population of believers wher their
action is well governed and disciplined,
and when unity of thought, sentiments
and action prevails among those who
take part in it.

THE BATED BREATH PEOPLE.
One objection that we have heard is
to the effect that the non-Catholic might

look upon Federation as an organiza-

tion opposed to their interests. The

objectors have

vidently a poor opinion
of the intelligence of our separated
brethren,

their interests whan thev have the

Oppoeed, indeed, we are to
majority of the good things this coun-
try has to offer; and, while they sit in
the seats of the wighty, we, in many

ts of this count are of the crowd

, 4

—the constituents tha* |

inte!ligent "’
are driven to the ballot boxes by their |

' Let us clear our mind of

‘masters.’
cant. The nor-Catholic is, as a rule,
not opposed to fair play, and more t}

once has championed our eause, not

cause it was Catholic but becanse it |
xas inst, He is not an opponent of
anything that ean redound to the wel

fare of this country, and he knows that |

the man who keeps his religious prin-
ciples under cover, fearful lest they |
msy be a barrier to emolument, is be-
uld |

of their prejudices

neath contempt, Our friends sh
divest themselves
part company with the ‘*don’t wake the
baby'' air. and act as befits men who

¥esr

are not here on sufferance. And when

they have a moment of leisure they cat

see by the 1 istics that we

are, at this stage of bistory, not

o b |

cpposed to anyth in particular. |
|

|

A WORD FROM LCONIO. |
The A postoli € tes Leo
[IT, as follows :

It has alwa ¢ nec that |

e « o allthe ¢ the ( rch

hould be sedn y i

mutusl charity and by the pursuit of

the same ohjects, 80 as to form but one

heart and one soul, This u n is t

become in our ay more indispensa |

than ever. What snares are not set |
every side tor those who believe? at

obstacles are not multiplied to wes
and, if possible, to destroy the benefi
cent action of the Church? American
Federation is destined to be an im-
pregnab'e wall against the enemies of
God and our holy faith.”

Let us act, then, and give our Apos-
tolie Delegate an opportunity to eay
the same of us., Let us harness the
energy and enthusiasm that are wasted,
and transform them into a mighty force
for good; and what the Right Rev.
Dom Gasquet said of the Catholies of
Great Britain may be applied to the
Catholics of Canada. ‘*We Catholics
of Great Britain,” he said, ‘‘do not
always take our part in the life of our
country and make our influence felt
where it might be of use.” It is our
duty, not alone as citizens, but for the
sake of our faith, and in order to have
the means within our power when the
time comes, as come it will, to defend
the principles we hold so dear, at least
in theory.

en, |

A MIGHTY FORCE.

We have no hesitancy in saying that
a Federation would be a large factor in
educating Canadian Catholic thought
and opinion to a more correct under-
standing of what Catholicity really is,
and what it stands for in the nation.
A united body, vital with the blocd of
Catholic love and truth would be a
mighty preacher against the indiffer-
ence -which fashions those who should
be aflame with enthusiasm for the
things which are not of sight, into dull,
spiritless beings, whose eyes are glued
to the earth. This indifference mani-
fests itself by the mixed marriage, by
the apathy given to our prelates’ ex-
hortations to support our institutions,
by the pagan disregard of the suffering
and poor, and by our refusal to
help those who are of the household of
the faith. Again, pamphlets and books
would be an aid to the faith of many
who live in isolated distriets, without
a resi’‘ent priest. They would know
that we had them in mind. They would
be encouraged to safeguard their chil-
dren from theso marriages that give us
some of our most bigoted and inveter-
ate enemies, A figment of the imagin-
ation ? Nay, a bitter truth, and they
who know can tell us ot districts de-
vastated by the mixed marriage of
their children, who, blatant infidels or
adherents of some of the sects, are
always avowed enemies of the Church.
We do not mean to say that a Federa.
tion would either destroy the flesh and
the devil or eliminate the mothers who

| living in a stat

| tantism, that

| and more

even though in the possession of some
battered old roue; but it might shame
them into a realization of their posi-
tion.

“ Those, who give,"” to quote Bishop
Hedley, *‘ practical demonstrations of
fraternal attachment and loving belp
to our fellow Catholics are a part of
It is only the
negligent, the thoughtless, the frivol-
ous or the abandoned, who will neglect
them, They tend towards the realiza-
tion of that ideal of peace, anity and

the seriousness of life,

co operation which our Blezsed Lord

rrayed for. Let us all sericusly re-

et whether there is not the danger,
that by our indifference, our fastidious
pess or our prejudices we are actually
of disloyaity to oar

mly Lord and Kiog,

THE DANGER OF BAD READING.
Monsigner 4 S. 5
article on ** Indiscri te |
in the Ave Maria to July
s ing passage
yably tne greatest peril in |
the omnpivorous reader |
Ad ) Wa mear
all those publicatious in which the |
| truths of Revelation and
f the Church, even the most sacred
wnd subli are  travestied or ridi-

acked and contra
it is downright
ther than hybrid Pro |
» have to contend with, ‘
in fact, Protestantism is fast i
its hold on the great masses |
people, Its extreme KErastianist {
fatal contradictions, its internal di- |
visions and dissensions, as well as its '
modern and purely human origin, are
facts which are becoming daily more 1
|
|
|
|
|
\
|
|

caled, or directly at
dicted, In these
infidelity, r

clearly- recognized, and

render it utterly unfit to cope with

modern infidelity and to withstand
the attacks of the twentieth century.
Protestantism has bad its day, it vo
lor ger satisfies any one whose mind
is on is are
now ef, and
“hl i A I
A tre I |
It wo- |
Cor
| contam
T
€
) t m t of 1 beir ne
8 of and ¢
i{b .
ns oiten fail to appreciate \
they run in persuing them. In ct, |
they will go so far as proudly and dis- |

dainfully to deny at for them there
is any rick whatsoever. Again and
again Catholics may be heard asserting
tLeir right to read such pernicious
authors, Anpnd on what pretext?
“ Oh,” they jauntily exclaim, with an
offended air, ** if our faith be true and
well grounded, we have no cause to
fear what men may allege against it!"
Or they petulantly remark that the
Catholic creed must be a very milk-
and water creed if it cannot face the
arguments of infidels and the onslaught
of foes; that, in short, there can be
nothing supernatural or divine in it,
if it is going to totter and fall to pieces
at the breath of mere men, however
skilled in wordy warfare.

* What arrant nonsense? Such ob-
servations are, of course, common
enough ; but they disclose an extra
ordinary confusion of thought. We can
only say that those who make them
must be sadly ign.rant of their own
innate inbecility and weakness. It is
true that the .danger of the reader is
very great, but this danger arises not
in the least degree from any ineflici
eucy or defect in the foundations of
the Faith ; for the Church stands on
an impregnable rock and is absolutely
invulrerable, We have the divine
assurance that the gates of hell itself
ghall never prevail against it. No!
The danger exists, but is subjective
not objective. The danger lies wholly
in the blindness and duliness of poor
woak _human nature, which is easily
mislead by specious words, and be-
guided by fine spun arguments, and
which, having ventured into a contest,
with the agents of satan, is as liable to
be deceived and fall miserably as were
Adam and Eve when they tried con-
clusions with the arch-fiend himself.

““ Such shallow excuses for flying
intu the very face of danger are in
gsober truth, but sad indications of a
subtle pride and vanity, and suggest
a really culpable ignorance of man's
spiritual misery and independence.
Nothing is easier than to raise difli
culties ; nothing is more common than
to suggest doubts against the super-
natural, That alwost 'ny one can do
without offering any claim to superior
knowledge. or is it strange. Can-
not a child, with a match and a hand.
ful of straw, create a cloud which will,
for the time being, hide even the
ctars ? It is a trite saying that *'a
fool can ask more questions than a
wise man can answer.’’ And if this
be true in the case of a fool, how far
truer it must be when the questioner
is not a fool at all, but a shrewd and
clever reasoner, accustomed to dialec-
tics, who has an object to accomplish,
and who is wholly unserupulous con-
cerning the means he employs? How
can we expect the average Catholie to
read the effusions of rank infldels with-
out receiving any harm ? Has he the
mental skill and training to parry
every blow? Is he such a master of
fence as never to be overcome by any
adversary ? The vast majority of

sua, in 1903, that their Federation

wish their daughters to marry money,

Catholies are withont profound know-

philosophy., They have never been
trained for such encounters, They
are little accustomed to the insidious
ways, the counterfeit tpecch, the per-
verted sense, the false reasonings, the
inuendoes, the tergiversations, the sup
pression of the true and the suggestion
of the false, and the other shifts of a
designing writer. They indulge their
curiosity, yet suspect uno evil. Silly

flies suspect no danger in the spider's
web so ceftly spread to cateh their
fee In consequence, they perish by |
thousands. In like manner many a |
silly human fly apprehends no davger
whatever in infilel books, and is thus
allured to his d om, beir

entang

in cunningly devised meshes « f

SO istieal argument.
‘

ary
pre tion, should be Wb t 8 06
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G, ud hing i

themselves fear to tread I'o t fact
ndeed, must be in a large measure |
ascribed the deplorably lax v
unorthodox opinions held by
Catholics at the present time.

Pride, and pride alone, is at the
bottom of it. For what is it that such
venturesome young persons practically
say ? Their conduet, translated into
words, bears a very sinister aspect,
and may be expressed as follows: * 1
run no risk, I am more than a match
for all these infidels. Clever men may
disgaise error, but not from me. They
may represent evil as though it were
good, and deceive others, but me they
can never deceive. No: I am far too
astute to be taken in. Let them weave
their subtleties and their sophistries
about me, and prepare their pitfalls
and their snares. Such attempts may
entrap the less wise, but they are
wholly unavailing before my penetra:
ting and all-seeing gaze. I I can
see through every difliculty. I can
loosen every knot. I can unravel every
tangle. I can make the rough ways
smooth, and the crocked ways straight;
detect falsehood under any guise it may
assume ; drag forth error triumphantly
from its hiding place into the light of
day, and put my flager on every poison-
ous spot without fail.”’

What presumption! Alas! their
pride deceives them, ard, unless cor-
rected, will certainly bring upon them
some terrible calamity. ‘' [P’ride goeth
before destruction,”’ says the Holy
Spirit of God ; ** and the spirit is lifted
up before a tall.”’ Such conceit soon
recoives its due punishment, They get
entrapped in the toils of the snarer,
and entangled avd held fast in the
twisted strands of error and infidelity,
and suffer the just consequences ol their
rashnoss and disobedience. ‘' Pr fess-
ing themselves to be wise, they hecame
fools.””

‘““We have no right whatever to ex-
pose ourselves (o temptations against
faith ; we have received no promise of
immunity if we do so.

Quite the contrary. The Holy Spirit
of God explicitly warns us that ‘‘he
that toucheth pitch shall be defiled
with it.'”" The plain trath is, we are
not wise enough or pradent enough or
sufliciently courageous or enlightened

ws and
a few

manner the poison of infidelity and of
doubt, instilled into the mind drop by
drop through the medium of evil pub
lieations, wiil in the course of time
wear away and destroy the strongest,
the most irreproachable faith. The
example of prudence and modesty and
self-restraint set wus by the saints
should not be without its effect. We
should distrust our

weakness, deny

ourselves all dangerous license, and |1
" ask God to guide and safeguard us froo

the snares and fascinations of
error. Then God will, in His grea
| mercy, teach us yprudence and rescue
18 fr t Te of our own f
the Oasket
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““The history of gious edacation
is full of examples of the learning and
sanctity of religious teachers, The
Btory learned nuns, those cul
tured ymen who in the seclusion of

the cloister worked in every field of
knowledge and gave to the world many
of its treasurers of learning, while at
the same time they impressed upon
their students the lessons of sound ed-
ucation.”’

The Bishop made an appeal to all
religions teachers to strive to acquire
the culture of learning as well as per-
sonal sanctification. He placed before
them the D.vine Savior as the model
teacher, Who by word and example
reached the hearts and minds of men.
“His life as a teacher shoald be stud-
ied in order to see how He impressed
upon both the humin mind and heart
the great truths which He came to
make known,"

Speaking of the personal note in the
teacher, the Bishop said . *‘The teacher
must be alive, full of interest and cap-
able of awakening interest, She must
po sess accurate knowledge of the sub
ject to be taught and be aflame with
the fire of it so that she may be ready
to cast its fire upon others, The per-
sonal note in the teacher stands for
more than methods. It is the teacher's
spirit which, acquainted with methods,
is never a slave to any of them. Give
us good teachers and we care not what
text book or method they use nor in
what places they teach; all we ask is
that they teach. Personality is the
soul of the teacher; it is an influence,
a fire which comes from the teacher's
soul and enters into us and transforms
us into one with her. The religious
teaches is a lover of prayer, full of the
spiritual, bat at the same time, a lover
of books, full of the knowledge which
the pupils bave the right to demand
from her."”

A TREMENDOUS RESPONSIBILITY.

The Bishop designated the charac-
teristics of the teaching personally to
be » love for children combined with
a love for patience, sympathy and
onthusiasm. He spoke of the tre-
mendous responsibility of the teacher
to every child confided to her care and

to sail our own fragile bark over the
great gga of error and heresy which
encompasses us upon every side. If
we were, then Christ would never have

that his barque will ever ride in sa'ety
even amid the flercest and wildest
storms ; and tossed and bufloted, will
never be wrecked on the shifting sands
and shallows of infidelity.

*'No observer, with any experience
of lite, can fail to note _the terribie
havoc that infidel and anti religious
books are causing even within the
ranks of children of the Church. The
effcct of these mischievous publications
is often slow, and, as a rule scarcely
perceived at the time, but for that
very reason only the more dangerous,

“Drop by drop,”” it is said, ‘‘will

{ ledge elther of history or theology or

wear away a stone,’”’ Bo in a similiar

commanded us to enter into the Barque |
f Peter, and to entrust ourselves and
all our spiritual interests to Him Who

alone has received tho divine assurance |

said:

“‘There is nothing in life more beau-
| tiful than the child, and there is no
E respor ..-l'v.i‘]v*y i the shool room
| greater at responsi y which

the n the teacher,
| Fa and State shar their
| respons igh he I and
| the fu y ¢hi de
| pendent upon ti 1anne n which the
teacher exercises her duty in the de-

velopment of truth in the child life.””

The Bishop closed his address with
a call for the teacher who will love and
labor always for the best, realizing
that the ministry of teaching wears the
mantle of the Divine Teacher Who, in
cur different Sisterhouds, sends forth
His consecrated daughters to save and
educate .1is little ones,

“The knowledge is ours in trust for
the honor and glory of God and for

| the Sale of Liquor,' N

built upon the preat principle that re-
ligion is essential to character and
that for our children the Qatholic re-
ligion is the great teacher of the spirs
itual life, Under these principles the
children committed to our care are
trained in the ways that make for
goodness of life and are well prepared
for the demands made upon them in
ir common eitizenship for the od
n makes the good e¢citizen, and

the

sa is the highest exemplifica-
he spiritu 1 in life

**The Catholic Church has received
from 1@ Liviae dSavior the co ission
Lo teach, and under her goodness onr
a¢ ls aim teach the great truth of

d 1 evealed to ns by our

)ivine A Y Al s found by ine.
v igation b realms

nder w ele 8§ known t«
us th Ca niverse.
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According to a leafles prepared by
Rev. George W, Carter, sacretary of
the New York Bible Society, there are
in  that ecity nine hundred and
seventy eight Protestant churches
containing six hundred and seventy
five thousand sittings. Six years ago
there were in Manhattan thres more
Protestant churches, five less Roman
Catholic churches and eighteen less
Jewish synagogues.,

Sister Mary Joseph,who died recently
at the Monastery of St. Clare, Fvans-
ville, Ind., was up to the year 1309, a
Protestant of the most pronounced
type. In attempting to convert a
Catholic relative, she made some study
of the Catholic doectrine, of course,
with the intentioa of eontuting it.
Fiuding herself unable to do so, she
carried her investigation further, and
ended by becoming a Catholic herself
and finally donning the garb of a re-
ligions,

MY JEWELS AGAIN!"”

Some years ago a home for incurable
children was projected and partly com-
pleted in a little town in Soathern Ger.
many. Lack of funds made the delay,
and a spocial appeal was made to some
who had already contributed and to
others. Among the first was a young
Countess who, in response to the first
appeal, had given rouutifully, even
more boantifully than she could afford.
The issuing of the second call found her
still willing but unable to give any
more, This made her the most unhappy
because she knew of many little suf-
ferers (especially one) in sore need of
such a home. She longed to be very
rich that she might complete the build-
ing herself, One evening at prayer she
remembored a costly necklace of dia-
monds, Should she give them, the fam-
ily heirloom, that would be to give all
she had of any value. Before retiring
she made up her mind; she would give
the precious diamonds. ‘

I'he gift was made. The house was
comploted, [n ue time Jittle cots were
fitl 1 little er i the
( ‘ nt to t was

) Wly interested in t f a
little girl. She passed fr ard to
ward and from cot to ¢ until,” at
length, sho reached the child., She
rec z0d  the ( ntess and greeted

rapturously with: **Yon gave
your diamonds to provide me this bed!"
while tears of Joy lowed down her wan
face. ‘“ Ah, there I see my jewels
again!'’ exclaimed the Counntess, as she
kissed the child and left.

The incident is no less true than that
God does return our jewels of service
to us again; not only undimmed, but
with an added glory and lustre,—From
Extension.

the benefit of the people. Our schools
aim to be and are great centers of

lite, fillled with the spirit of Christ and
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Sy npa v is the
| trouble leans,

on which




