tly there is 4
the mind of roy-
e Old Land,
N—The Minister
\S removed from
structors in the
St. Oyr twenty-
they were cdu-
ititutions. In fu-e
/ public office in
* she graduate
ition. This bars
will be educat-
1tions.

S, —The ““Cath-
"' says (—
Isifying the tra-
. Patrick’s time,
on Irish soil,
cently found in
from FEngland,
Irish press. Of
live long in St.
wind their  scaly
g mnear Dublin
1 English snakes
| give Ireland a

Y possible pres-
t to bear upon
urch of Hmngland
to the threaten-
iree London vi-
ractices. Even
as the Arch-
and Middlesex,
> measures, says
nt newspaper.
ritual prosecu-
ago showed the
eedings, which
wm  of heated
um of practical
[ them, most
1 be especially
when a modus
as the result of
e conference be-
and Moderates.

. —Yesterday’s
of a negro mur-
ays  the New
sue of Saturday
v circumstances
which make it
g of its  kind
Lhern State. In-
gone more call-
g of a victim.
do -not serve
5 NO race ques-
nnot be said
ments must be
ro criminals in
ves of whites
question of a
Lo sudden and
A week had
e. Preéparations
an were made
ion of the pub-
. of agony by
nan should be
ided by a kind
raph operators
otographers ad-
“‘snap shots’’
. Then the pri-
n the Sheriff,
arrangement, if
he ‘‘most res-
¢ neighltorhood
sllow~being was
ch an outrage
on the funda-

n, was neyer
etrated in a
ado has, in-

1 punishment,
1 in palliptéon.
{ such crimes
for vengeance
ught of before
repealed; and,
nned and re-
lynching puts
f. It avill * be
1 newspaper or
reproach the '
negroes. The
sed the bloody
th..

Tn the ssionary Record of the
Oblates ' Mary Tmmaculate,’’ for
November, appears one of the most
articles that we have

interesting
read for some time. We would like

o reprgd\icé it in full, yet space for-
bids; we would like to make selec-
tions from it, but how select from
that which is equally of interest and
importance throughout? It seems to

us, under the circumstances, that
the best thing we can do is to cut
it in two and publish the first half
in this issue and the second half
next week. The article is signed by
£. B. B. Reesor, and is entitled ‘St
Roniface, Past and Present.”’ This
week we will give what concerns the
history—a most unique history —of

that important town from 1656,
when the first white man, arrived
there down to the death of Bishop

Provencher in.1858. It will be both
amusing and instructive for many
of our readers to learn the story of
good Bishop Provencher’s peculiar-
ities and of his characteristic recep-
tion of the young ecclesiastic des-
tined to become his successor, in the
person of the late Archbishop Tache.
Without any further comment or in-
troduction, we leave the story to be
told by the writer of the above-men-
tioned article.

The French-Canadians were the
first to take possession of the great
northwest lands, and, from the date
of their arrival, 1656, when Jean
Bourdon penetrated as far as - the
shores of the Hudson Bay and took
possession of the neighbloring terri-
tory in the name of Louis XIV, un-
til now, when the village of St.
Boniface claims a great share of
those who in the past and those
who are now making Manitoba take
no second place among the provinces
of the Dominion, Canadians have
ever been foremost in furthering the
advancement of their own country.
1 say Canadians, for surely the de-
scendants of the French people who
first settled Quebec are the least for-
eign element in our land, though
they of Scotch, English or Irish
parentage call themselves by the en-
dearing home-term, ““Canadians,”’
and calmly speak of others, whose
ancestors. had for generations helped
to build ‘the country, as French or
foreigners.

Five years after Jean Bourdon's
visit to the lands bordering on
Hudson Bay, Despres Conturc ac-
companied an exploring party under
the guidance of two Jesuit Fathers,
Druielettes and Dablon, to find a
northwest passage to Japan, but
failing, the expedition returned, and
in 1663 Conture started again, this
time accompanied by five compan-
ions, and. succeeded in reaching the
east shore of Hudson Bay.

In 1662 'Des Groseliers, a native of
Three Rivers, established a trading
post on' Hudson Bay lands, but fail-
ing to get assistance from the au-
thorities in Quebec, he sailed for
France where he met with no bet-
ter success, excepting that the Brit-
ish Ambassador there gave him a
letter of introduction to Prince Ru-
pert, armed with which he went to
London, the result being the organ-
ization of the great Hudson Bay
Company in 1668, which was really
the outcome of the post established
six years before by Des Groseliers at
Hayes River.

Father Albanel was the first mis-
sionary who came to the North-
west, and ‘his arrival at James
Bay,nin 1672, two years after the
signi of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany's charter, was instrumental in
inciting other missionaries to work.

The Red River Valley was also dis-
covered by a citizen of Three Rivers,
T.a Verandrye by name, who, in
1738, commanding a troop of fifty
men and accompanied by a mission-
ary, was sent out by M. Beauhar-
nois, then Governor of Canada. He
built a fort some miles from the
mouth of Lake Winnipeg, which,
some writers: say, was in the neigh-
borhood of Selkirk, but others
maintain is the Fort Rouge of to-
day, a residential suburb of the city
of Winnipeg, built on the point of
land between the Red and Assini-
boine Rivers, and directly opposite
the parish of St. Boniface, but, be
it as it may Selkirk or Fort Rouge,
the discovery was really of the
country now known as the Valley
of the Red River, including the Ro-
man Catholic and Anglican parishes
and the old Scotch settlements, which
lands comprise the greater part of

what is known as the historicNorth-
west, : & i
Bu ange as it .may. seem,

ydians,  while founding
#50 many places in th
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part in the war of 1812, and ‘their
ability 'as soldiers was known
throughout Europe as well as to the
dwellers on our own continent. Their
religion being Roman Catholic and
their language German, the name St.
Boniface was most appropriate, he
being the patron saint of their home
land. And another lasting memorial
to their race is found in the motto
of St. Boniface CoHege, *‘ Gottes
Helfe.”” 1t is a somewhat curious
fact, too, that St. Boniface, who
was born in England, left home to
preach to the Germans (by whom he
was martyred), and was the bishop
who anointed the first King of the
dynasty of Charlemagne, Pepin the
Short (thus combining English na-
tionality with German apostleship
and French diplomacy) should have
been chosen in those early days a
nominal protector for a land where
Peoples of every nation and lang-
uage find a home.

The quarrels between the traders
having finally become settled, and
the two companies having amalgam-
ated under the name of the Hudson
Bay Trading Company, Lord Selkirk,
ever mindful of the spiritual as well
as the temporal welfare of those
around him, again sent a request
for assistance, but this time of an
entirely different nature. A fast in-
creasing population of halfbreeds
was peopling the prairie in the Red
River Valley, the fathers being of
Lower Canadian and the mothers of
western Indian birth. The religion of
the fathers being Roman Catholic
Lord Selkirk’s request was made to
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Que-
bec, asking that priests might be
sent to administer to the needs of
this new race growing up around
him. His request was granted, and
on the 16th of July, 1818, FKathers
Provencher and Dumoulin landed at
Fort Douglac now that part of Win-
nipeg situated directly opposite
Northern St. Boniface, and there
celebrated their first Mass near the
spot where the Church of the Imma-
culate Conception now stands. For
two months after his arrival Father
Provencher enjoyed the hospitality
of the Governor of Fort Douglas
pending the completion of a small
chapel and priest’'s residence across
the river at St. Boniface, both he
and Father Dumoulin working with
their own hands at the building, a
log hut 50 x 30 feet, which was to

serve as a home for himself and a
church for his flock. This hut was
built almost on the spot where the

Cathedral of Turrets Twain was af-
terwards built, and where the pre-
sent cathedral now stands. But even
living with the Governor and eating
at the first table in the land meant
nothing luxirious. On the table there
was neither bread nor vegetables,
but only buffalo meat dried in the
sun or before a fire; no milk, butter
delicacy of

or sugar, much less a :
any kind. In the spring of 1819 a
small amount of grain seed was

sown, and harvest was approaching
when, on the 23rd of August, there
fell upon the colony a cloud of grass-
hoppers, which ate up everything,
and not only that, but they deposit-
ed their eggs, which the next year
produced myriads of hoppers, which,
in turn, consumed every morsel of
green, and when they flew away so
great were they in number that the
sun was totally obscured as they
hovered in mid-air. Thus in 1818 and
1819 there were no harvests. In
1820 the colonists sowed more sced,
but on the 16th of July came an-
other scourge of grasshoppers, when
everything was as totally destroyed
as if a fire had swept over the land,
and the next year the result was the

same as it had been the two years
before. The Governor of the colony
was obliged to send for seed to

Prairie du Chien, on the M sippi,
900 miles from Red River. It took
40 or 50 days’ travelling with oxen,
and when the grain came it was too
late for the season of 1821.In 1822
there were no grasshoppers, it is
true, but there was a plague of
mice, and much harm was done by
the little ‘‘varmints’’ eating up the
roots, though-the devastation was
not so great as it had been the four
years previous.

Fathers Provencher and Dumoulin
were extremely poor, and as the
means of subsistence were scanty at
St. Boniface the latter spent the first
winter at Pembina, where it was
easier to obtain provisions on ac-
count of there being a larger settle-
ment of halfbreeds in that place, and
on account of the nearness of the
buffalo. Father Provencher at once
commenced to train some boys for a
course of studics, not only teaching
them the three R’'s, but introducing
to them the first Latin course, and
in.a letter to one of his friends in
Quebec four years later he says ‘—
“Two of my boys are already far
advanced in humanities’” (humanities
being  the then name for classics).
This was the founding of St. Boni-
face College,” now a part of the Uni-
‘versity of Manitoba.

The Canadian race in the North-
west steadily developed from the

the arrival of Father Pro-
'St,  Boniface, though
of a

. shelter from nor anything to
‘break the force of the wind, where
in wet weather travel could not be
accomplished without actual toil on
account of the peculiar condition of
the soil, and where settlements were
many miles apart, with no means of
comynunication excepting by oxen or
on foot—poverty under such condi-
tions was physically painful. Many
and many times Father ' Provencher
was forced to beg a bite to eat
from his scholars, in order to gain
strength to continue his teaching,
but, ever cheerful, strictly honor-
able and with a lofty sense of the
duty which he had undértaken, no
allusion to his trials or hardship
ever crossed his lips. In 1822 he
was recalled to Quebec for consecra-
tion as bishop, and such a shabby
individual, fi rhe look in his cas-
sock, which, as habiliment alike for

ther

farm work, cooking, travelling and
teaching, he had worn for four
vears, his friends simply shut the

big six-foot-four and splendidly-pro-
portioned man up until enough mo-
ney was collected to buy him some
new clothes. Shortly aiter his return
the officers of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany, secing the great straits to
which his poverty oftentimesbrought
him, gave him, of their own ac-
cord, an annual sum of £50 ster-
ling, which, ten years later (1835),
they raised to £100 sterling, which
amount he received until his death.

His manner was at times brusque,
and his greeting to young Father
Tache upon his arrival in St. Boni-
face was anything but cordial. Many
times he had been disappointed in
voung men sent from Quebec to help
him, who, after a few months’ hard-
ship, gave up and returned to secu-
lar pursuits. Alexander Tache was
only 22 when he arrived, and looked
even younger, and when the Bishop
saw this stripling step out of the
canoe at St. Boniface he said, ra-
ther grufily :—

‘“‘Are you a priest?”’

And upon young Tache's negative
answer, he exclaimed :—'‘ Then you
would have done niuch better to
have stayed at home.”’

Which greeting was hardly one of
comfort to the youth, who had
travelled sixty days in a bark ca-
noe in order to reach the field of
his labor, and had given up bril-
liant prospects in the east to do so.
But when an old priest told the
Bishop that the Levite would soon
become a priest, he was somewhat
mollified, and excused himself for re-
ceiving him in so gruff a manner.

Some idea may be formed of the
veneration in which he was held,
when, to this day, in spite of the
extraordinary ability and devoted-
ness of his successor, Mgr. Tache,
some of the older generation in

the Archbishop pause
reflectively as they remark :—'‘Ah,
but he was not so great a man as
Bishop Provencher!”’

He was known to be physically the
strongest man in the country, and
as his mode of work was to go
right in among the people and toil
with them in their every-day duties,
the lion’s share of the labor gener-
ally fell to his lot, especially during
the hunting season, when farms were
often left to look after themselves,
while the halfbreeds, who did not
relish farm work, hunted the buf-
falo. But the Bishop was a simple
man in his tastes, and whatever he
found to do he did well

NOTES FROM IRELAND.

CAUSE OF UNITY.—That the ap-
proaching convention of Ireland’s

speaking of

representatives will be one of un-
asual interest, and perhaps of vital
importance to the cause of unity

be inferred from the following
from Irish exchanges
contemporary re-

may
extracts taken
just received. One
marks —

Mr. William O’Brien has made the
important announcement that one
condition on which he consented to

Accept or retain a seat in Parlia-
ment was that Mr. Healy and his
faction should be excluded from the
Irish party as the only means of en-
abling men of honor to remain
members of the party, or to turn it
to any more useful purpose than the
grat ation of degrading personal
animosities.

This announcement he followed up
with the declaration that

It now only remains for the Na-
tional Convention 'to insist, as T am
sure .it will, upon practical effect be-
ing given to the work of the coun-
try as expressed from Cork City to
North Donegal and from North Mayo
to Mid-Tipperary, and we will have
an Irish party that will pay no fur-
ther attention to Mr. Healy.

It is evident that, so far as Mr.
O’Brien can effect it, Mr. Healy i
not to be recognized as a member
of the Irish party on any conditions
whatever. Does Mr. Redmond go the
full length with Mr. O’Brien? Mr.
Harrington certainly does not. With
a big Land Bill looming in the near
future is the country prepared to
make light of Mr. Healy’s unequalled
knowledge of the land question, of

@

his shrewdness in council, and of
his skill in debate? ‘The coming
convention will have an extremely

difficult point to settle at its very
first meeting.
Mr. Timothy Harrington, one of

the most level-headed of the mem-
bers of the Irish party, made a very
remarkable speech in Dublin' last
week. He takes a view of the politi-
cal situation different from the view
taken by Mr. William O’Brien in a
letter on which we comment in the
fpragoi‘ng.note ;
No one (said Mr. Harrington) was
keanly alive himself to the
of ha %5 o

perhaps condemned—in some guart-
ers, but it would have been unwor-
thy of him to have gone into an
electoral campaign against any man
who assisted him in bringing about
that reconciliation. He would be
frank enough to state that he de-
plored the loss of some men of great
Parliamentary experience, and who
had a long record in the service of
the National movement. He would
use his humbls endeavors to place
the whole of the country in touch
with the National organization. He
believed the whole of the country
would have been placed in touch
with it within the last few months
by a better display of reason and
common sense and less persistence on
the part of some men to carry out
every idea that entered their own
minds. They could win Irishmen over
anywhere by conciliation and good
fellowship, but if they attempted to
oust men out of the ranks because
they differed with them they would
completely fail in uniting the people

and in bringing the Irish cause to
the position it ought to occupy. For
his part he could wish some altera-
tion in the programme of the Na-
tional organization, but these were
matters which a convention must

settle, and in which the general spir-
it of the community at must
prevail. He would wish to see an
organization not pushed to extremes,
nor driven always at high pressure,
because an organization always at
high pressure where, in some places,
it might be used for personal pur-
poses, and might possibly become
an instrument of tyranny, that or-
ganization, instead of winning re-
spect for the Irish cause, and in-
stead of strengthening the hands of
the Irish representatives in the
House of Commons, would sometimes
create a difficulty and a danger. They
had, however, men in Ireland who
were well drilled in the duties of
leadership, and he looked with con-
fidence especially to the approaching
convention to lay down the lines of
the National organization on such a
basis as would prevent its being a
hindrance to the Irish cause.

large

CATHOLIC UNIONISTS.— In the
course of a lecture on the education
question, delivered recently in Limer-
ick, the Most Rev. Dr.. O'Dwyer, af-
ter condemning in strong ‘terms the
half-heartedness of some of our pub-

|Tic men on the Catholic University
question, said there was one body on
whom a very weighty responsibility,
both to their own consciences and
before the tribunal of history, resis
in this matter, and those were the
Catholic Unionists of Ireland and of
¥ngland. It had been their defence
all through that the Unionist Gov-
ernment would do us justice —was,

in fact, the only Government that
could do us justice in education.
Their hopes had been raised and
dashed session after session, but

what secemed very strange was that
there had been no manly independent
action on their part to show that
they resented the treatment which
has been given to them. Their posi-

tion was neither very creditable nor
even respectable. In Ireland they
might go to the Castle and enjoy
Viceregal condescension, but when-
ever the history of this movement
for Catholic education came to be
written, they would fill a rather in-
glorious page.
—

ORANGE INTOLERANCE. — Some

idea. of the bitter intolerance of the
Orangemen, in this enlightened pe-
riod, in the Old Land may be ob
tained from the following remarks
of Rev. P. Quinn, P.P’.. of Stewarts
town, on the occasion of a recent in-
dignation held by the parishioners
FFather Quinn said that every friend
that they had around them, both
lay and clerical, ever since the oc-
currence of last Friday night, had
been urging upon him that some

steps should be taken to see if they
(the Nationalists) could get any
tisfaction or any redress for the out-
rages and barbarous conduct that
they were subjected to on last Fri-
day night. Secondly, if any steps
could be taken to secure protection,
which as citizens in a civilized coun-

try they were entitled to. Those were
the main objects which had called
them together that evening They

had many grievances
ances, in the first
this misconduct of the Orange rab-
ble who perpetrated these outrages;
but they had a still greater gr
ance against their leaders and those
who assisted them behind the scenes
and supplied them with drink. They

They had griev-
place against

had a grievance against the police
authorities. ‘They had a grievance
against the local magistrates and

CONTINUED ON PAGE SI.X.
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SUPERIOR COURT.

Dame Marie Q. Lerounx, of the City of
| Montreal, said district, wife common as to
"prnpuv_‘ of Hermencgilde Dufort, con
| tractor, of the same place, has this day
husband for separation as to

| gued her

Montreal, Oetober, 1900.
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