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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE. Mat 5. 1884176
'

The Agricultural Awakening
There is no more significant movement to--day in g-, but rather hopeful, and with an enterprising 

than the arousal and consolidation of agricultural and industrious people such as we have, with the 
interests and the weakening grip of old-time political skill of oui breeders and feeders which has hern 
party ism. Nor is this confined to Canada and the proven fa many way, w e.
United States, where the Patrons of industry, the fte maSete^ ^
Farmers’ Alliance, the G rangers, and kindred organ Th(. 0f(his country are directly reepon-
inations, have made such remarkable st rides, ^ble for the class of cattle the count > produces. 
Though not always permanent as organizations, and they should exercise care and discretion in 
once specific objects are attained their indirect keeping up the standard of the product as far as
influence is powerful and lasting The propaganda their influence extends It is a m»fcfcer^“’ «««* 
, v ,. . , .ï- f thatt.be average farmer is so slow to acknowledgeof the National Agricultural 1 mon of England the HUperiorit v<>f pure-bred stock for feeding pur-

appeare to l e gathering strength and a host of pOSeSi or raf her so slow to avaihhimself of its use in 
friends It is an effort to unite m one force agri improving the stock he has; but we have to deal 
cultural landlords, tenante and laborers. One of its with things as we find them, and the only way to 
most active promoters is the Bari of XV inch il sea secure an improved state of affairs is by a

,I.HVTr, Th, . ................. ST*»
i nion programme, which members of parliament Nation join toconfirm the opinion that the greatest 
and candidates are asked to support, as follows S factor in bringing about the class of beef cattle 

First -To relieve agricultural land from the rendering the greatest prpflt to the fanners .of this 
unfair share which it now bears of the local burdens country tor thatpurpose has been, and. will continue 
of the country by placing upon the whole nat ional to be, the Shorthorn, Other breeds may com*- 
income charges which, like the poor rate, the high and go. hut the Hhorfchorp 'seems destined 60 go on 
way rate, and the education rate, correspond to forever. They furnish the standard of excellence 
national duties and requirements. for othere to aim to attain, but for this country no

Secondly To restrain Railway Companies from other seems tx fill the MÛ so satisfactorily, either 
posing excessive rates for the carriage of agri as » beefing animal or ae a general purpose cow. 

cultural produce, and especially from granting rates The cow which can give a fair supply of milk for 
which give a preference to foreign produce over our the dairy, worth say $40 a year for butter or cheese, 
own. and at the same time raise a calf on her skimmed

milk, which, ab 24 years old, with proper care, is fit 
for an export steer or heifer worth from $66 to $75, 
and is herself worth nearly that amount for beef, 
when from any causes she ceases to breed, is a safe 
sort of animal for the general fanner to have a 
to keep, and the farmers of this country, so far. as I 
they nave sought to make any improvement in 
their cattle, have shown their preference for the 
Shorthorn for the purpose of grading up their 
stock. An examination of the host of cattle placed 
imontbemarketwill satisfy any man whokopwsany- 
thing about breeds that not more than pne out of 
every 10,000 shows evidences of any other improving 
blood than that of the Shorthorn. It is this blood 
which has made our cattle fit for the export trade, 
which has brought millions of money into the 
country. Other breeds havenot been untried. In some 
sections of the country first-class herds have ex­
isted for 25 to 40 years, but go into those same sec­
tions of the country, go into the markets of those 
neighborhoods, and how many animals do, you find 
giving evidence of the blood of those Meeds ? Very 
few indeed. If they possessed the influence to im­
prove the common cattle of the country which the 
Shorthorn does, surely the fanners m so long a 

I course of years would have by some means dis­
covered tire fact and have availed themselves of 
their use. But go into a neighborhood where a 
Shorthorn bull has been kept for a few years, and 
you will see evidence of his influence in the fields 
and by the roadside, in the imp* 
dition of the grade cattle of {.hi

The question of the adaptation of a breed of cattle 
to anycountrylsonewhicnthemajority.of the people 
interested generally settle for themselves as the 
result of experience and observation, and this test 
seems to have definitely settled the question in the 
mind of the great majority of the people of this 
country that the Shorthorn is here to stay ; and I, 
for one, am cheerfully willing to accord to this 
noble class of cattle the highest meed of praise, and 
to their breeders the honor of being placed high 
upon tile honor list of benefactors of their country.

Let this Association as such, and individual 
breeders as well, be true to themselves and to the 
best interests of the breed,by seeking to perpetuate 
in their cattle the great cardinal virtues of robust 
constitution, feeding qualities and uniformity of a 
good type for early maturity, the production of 
the largest quantity of the best quality in the 
smallest superflees and at the least cost, and an 
animal that will give the best return for the food 
consumed and of a quality that meets the demand! 
of the market, and success may be safely* 
assured. To this end the pruning knife! 
more fully used than it has ever been,and all inferiorl 
animals weeded out. The mistake has too often 
been made of spoiling a tolerable steer torn ike an in­
ferior bull because there seemed to be more immed­
iate profit. Such a course is sure to prove unprofit­
able in the long run,as it injure  ̂the reputation of the 
breeder to send out an inferior animal from his 
herd, and a bad one will be pretty sure to perpetu­
ate his meanness in his offspring."

Uncle Abe Renick used to say he always felt his 
knife turn in his pocket when he saw a mean bull, 
and it were well if this spirit actuated all our breed­
ers. And not only mean bulls, but mean heifers 
and cows should be culled out and sent to slaughter 
if we would attain the best results in breeding.

Institute Notes.
Secretary Leech, of t he < osteal Institute, has 

issued the following circular letter to the Local 
Secretaries :

“I beg to remind you that the Inst ifcute year ends 
with May and to call your attention particularly to
Sections 13,14, V i itute “ Act,’’
Bulletin U Last year some Institutes lost the 
Government Grant because of ogto comply
with the requirements. I would recommend you to 
advertise for your Annual Meeting early in June 
and would be glad if you advise me of the
date. It is also advisable to notify each member 
by post card a week before the meeting. The Ex­
ecutive of the Central Institute has secured a course 
of Dairy Instruction for the Local Institutes and a 
complete Travelling Dairy with qualified instruc­
tors will probably start out about 1st of June, 
spending two or three days at each place. Will 
you have a small committee appointed to make 
necessary arrangements ? When dates an set you 
will be advised, and also as to what is required. It 
is confidently expected much good will result from 
this work, and we trust your institute will do all
possible to extend the benefits to every farmer In the
district. The annual meeting of the Manitoba Cen­
tral Farmers’ Institute will be held in Brandon on 
July 17th,18th and 19th next. Each Inetituteis allow­
ed representation by its President and one delegate 
for each fifty 
fifty. Kindly have delegatee appointed in good 
time, supply them with credentials and instruct 
them to take receipts for their railway fare. Re­
duced rates will be given on return journey. A 
good programme is assured and a very interesting 
farmers’ convention is expected. An afternoon 
will be spent on the Experimental Farm, which we 
hope to make a source of instruction and pleasure. 
K'ndly send me names of your representatives 
when they are appointed, and if your Institute has 
any special business to bring to the notice of the 
Central Institute meeting please advise me as to 
the nature of it. *

Trusting yon will carefully note all these points 
I am, faithfully yours,

R. E. A. Leech, Sec. M.C.F.I.
DOUGLAS.

Although the Institute at Douglas has been 
holding meetings for the past year, they have 
never been legally organized, and a meeting is now 
called for that purpose for Saturday, May 12th, at 
7:30 o’clock p.m.

i mfsvj

mfir; Thirdly To provide State-aided Old Age Pen­
sions for agricultural laborers

Fourthly To introduce such imprt>vemfsnts into 
the Agricultural Holdings let (1883) as may be 
necessary to give the tenant security for his Im­
provements, taking good husbandry into account.

Fifthly To extend the Merchandise Marks Àct 
to food, and to strengthen the existing law which 
deals with adulteration

Sixthly Power to the Govern me In the case 
of landlords who desire to create sm . holdings in 
suitable localities, to advance the money required 
in making the necessary bn tidings, roads, fences, 
etc,, on the security of the holding

The Part That the Shorthorn Is to Play In 
the Future. „

■ J. O. Snell, Edmonton, at the late meeting of the 
Dominion Shorthorn Breeders’ Association.]

There Is a strong probability, amounting almost 
absolute certainty, that while grass grows 

he human race will require ae an 
lin portant, facto* in It® sustenance an ever-increas- 

i beef. With tiie constantly increasing 
populati f the world, and the growth of new 

ad cities, especially In this Western world, 
ws'iiBAy reasonably expect an increasing demand 
tor this product of the farm, and the increasing 
number of persons in çomfortablè circumstances 
will no doubt exact a better quality of beef as they 
do a better quality of butter, and will be willing to 
pay a higher price for what suits their taste. The 
wise farmer and stock raiser and feeder will see 
that it is to his advantage to cater to the taste of 
his customers, and to
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OAK LAKE.
The Manitoba Gazette publishes notice of a 

meeting to be held in the town of Oak Lake on 
Tuesday, May 16th, at 2 o’clock p.m. for the pur­
pose of organizing a farmers’ institute at that 
place.

roved form and con- 
at section.

MHLITA.
At the last meeting of this Institute the Rev. J. 

Stewart read a very interesting paper on the 
“ Rural Home.” We regret that space will not 
permit of our publishing it in full, but make the fol­
lowing extracts : He sympathized with fanners on 
account of their almost unceasing toil; even on 
Sundays they frequently were obliged to drive 
miles to attend divine worship. He also said that- 
farm homes lacked literature on agricultural sub­
jects ; he said there “ are some farmer’s magazines, 
but not enough pithy, practical, progressive litera­
ture on farm topics,” which shows that the Rev. 
gentleman has not been a reader of the Fabmbb’s 
Advocate. He referred to the importance of ed­
ucating the children to respect and love their cal­
ling. In referring to success he did not call amas­
sing wealth simply success, but success is achieved 
by making the most of one’s powers and opportun­
ities. He then spoke of the blessed influence the 
home of the farmer should exert over the lives of 
the young people.
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The British market has, in the past few years, 
à|gp4 opening for disposing of the well-fed 

beef of this country, and has been the means of 
bringing large sums o; money into our country. 
That market iaetiU open and free to our beef, if not 
to our Mve cattle, and probably will continue to be 
open and free; and while we have not now; and 
may not again, have the advantage over other 
countries in that market in being permitted to take 
our cattle island .alive for the markets of inland 
cities and towns, we will still have the British 
markets on equal terms with other countries, and 
if proper care and attention is given by our breeders 
and feeders to producing the very best quality of 
beef, and having it placed upon the market in the 
best, possible condition, there is no doubt we shall 
obtain the highest prices going. The whole differ­
ence between profit and loss ui a critical market 
generally lies in i lie difference in quality and 
dition. The best will always bring a fair price and 
find ready buyers, even in a depressed mark et, while 
animals of inferior quality and condition are passed 
by and neglected even in a buoyant market, and 
have to go begging for buyers in a depressed 
market.

There is a fair prospect that large"'slaughtering 
and packing establishments will in'the near future 
lie opened in leading cities in Canada, which will 
dispose of large numbers of cattle, and these will 
arrange for shipping our beef dressed, and placing 
it on the English market in that shape, at much 
less expense tor freights than can possibly be done 
with live animals, and with much less risk of loss 
and in more uniform condition. The offal can iii 
these establishments, be utilized to advantage in 
many ways, giving employment to large numbers 
of men who will in turn become consumers of the
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Ml BELMONT.con-
(We are indebted to the energetic secretary, W. 

Glass, for the following summary of this meeting.)
After routine business was disposed of at the 

last meeting of this institute, Mr. S. A. Bedford, 
Experimental Farm, Brandon, was introduced and 
delivered a very interesting and instructive address 
to a full house. He reviewed very exhaustively the 
experimental tests made on tiie Farm during 
the past season in wheat, coarse grain, grasses, 
roots, etc., describing not only the varieties that 
proved best adapted to our needs, but also the best 
methods of sowing harvesting, stacking, Ac. A 
lively discussion followed, in which President 
Smith, Messrs. Thing, Dale and others took part. 
In reply to a question, Mr. Bedford stated that the 
horses on the farm did not get a pound of hay from 
November to April, and only one gallon of grain 
ier day in two feeds, consisting of J wheat, i bar- 
ey, 4 chop oats.
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Many of the crazes which, in the past, have done 
so much to injure the breed, have had the.’r day, 
and are dead and well buried—such as that for 
fancy pedigrees, without an animal to match, and 
! he craze for a fixed color, no matter how deficient 
hi the more substantial vfFtuesi a® let us hope we 
shall not again be led to mil afCèrtïther fads which 
may be started, but breed for usefulness first and 
1; t pedigrees he secondary, but not a matter of in­
difference. When a good beast and a good pedigree 
are combined, the best results may be reasonably 
looked lor, and will be generally attained.
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