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The Primrose Path.

-BY ROSAMUND MARRIOTT WATSGY.
The green fans of the chestnut-trees
Are all unfolding one by one,
The breath of April’s ifr the bréeze,
Fhe long streets glisten in the sun.

leeéa}sseled lilacs'in thesquare

ulLof nods and.whisperings,

jile black-boolgied' poplars stir the afr
ith hifits of happy secret-things.

4 aE. e
The town 1s all sofair and fine,

# 1s now the pale primioses blow;

Th woods are éallking us to-aay
Colne, let- us take the primrose way
:And gather :wealth of faery gold.

Put off your dainty silks and lace
.For leathern shoon and homespun gown;
Come, leave this bustling market-place

Far tho in town the sun shines gay, the W
Oy can not hear the sweet birds sing  less uspet.

ome, my Corinna, come away,
And let us go a-primrosing.
—From The Atheneum (London).

What Does It Mean? What Can We
Do Towards It?

“

Armistice
was signed, one word has been
especially in evidence—‘‘Recon-

struction.” It has been found on
the pages of newspapers and magazines;
it has been the theme of numberless
pamphlets and bulletins; it has been
constantly upon the lips of public speak-
ers. The thousands of farmers and farm
women who went to Toronto during the
winter to attend the Conventions of the
various organization which have now
l?e_come so important a factor in Canadian
life, must have noticed its constant
recurrence; scarcely an address was
given in which it had not a place, casually
or otherwise. 7 '
And yet if one sets forth to question
one finds everywhere a general haziness
In regard to what ‘“Reconst ruction’’ really
signifies. There is a vague feeling that
It must be a good thing, but very little
elearness as to what it
can be brought about.
The following articles may not, it is
true, touch more than the fringe of the
subject, yet they will make some effort
to render the whole matter m

covers or how it

ore definite

O begin with, a most startling
starting-pount is to realize how

very small the earth has actually
become during (he past four years. Even
when this idq expressed there is
evidence enoyol
subconscioys]

t 15, perhaps

v, reahized Moo longer do
we speak with confidence of (hi “‘great
globe’ upon whicl; we | ;mudh mor
likely are we to refer 1o ) Httle , . o
hl{lll(‘( Y ."\Hiﬂ perhay { | ition E\”f}"w\‘(!“w’l:;l‘t‘i\l",““"»\‘ 1] SR il
1s not at all to be plor w- tha reveals

at last we are beginnui

concept of our planct 4
compagison with the othe
systems which make up

it shows that at last we arc |,

get some glimpse of cosmic worki
However, that may be, and whoth
are willing to face the fact or i A
must admit that the Great \\a
shaken our earth, so far as we hun
are concerned, to its very foundatic
so that it has become for all time hen
forth comparatively a mere village—with
riots at the street-corners, it is true, and
with little hope of comfortable, peaceful
and aspiring living until the rioters have
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dearned to live sensibly together, and to
work in harness with instead of quarrel-
ling with one another.

During the past four years the rioters
have made sad havoc, and so “Recon-

having its own problems, while there
are greater problems affecting the whole.
In Europe, for instance, Recon-
struction
¢ strength getting them once more upon

: their feet, industrially; rebuilding whole
e streets theéy makeso brave a show  cities and thousands of n

An’% yet—and yet—Corinna mine, plants; reclaiming

¥ stretches of shell-torn country, where the
bleaching subsoil, hurled to the top, now
lies where rich soil once was; re-adjust-
.¥yhere grassy hills fall fold on fold; ment
relations of nation to nation;
and Russia the stabilizing of Govern-
Asia, Africa, and the

1anufacturing

ment
great
affected; trade-routes are altered, busi-
adjustments
new responsibilities;
.—Looking over the seas we see
hole Eastern hemisphere more or

ness
To play the truant out of town. i of

Nor, turning our eyes upon ourselves,
can we see that we here in America are
apart L0
trade, too, is affected; our responsibilities

. are increased; we are just awaking to a
ReconStrUCtlon' realization of the fact that no longer can
we feel any real security in our
graphic isolation from the |

S }ll\l\i‘(mi th
VERYWHERE, since the

ships and submarines and high explosives,

young men of Canada killed during t}
or animals, as well as for the fl

“In Flanders Fields

reveals his love f

tpart, nor can ever be again

unto ourselves even if

CXcuse

our relations with New York Times:

I all the dead
Calling

in every one of the broadest questions With rosy
with which Canada may be concerned;
for upon the voter rests the

really ~ “Ours were as

children sleeping quietly,

A s yours until war cange
great, fundamental onus of electing and famine, i
to Parliament the men who will have to do And day by day we saw them wape
Canada’s work in connection with those and fade;
questions, — the men who, eventually, And first our babijes died, and then we
work into the Cabinet and into positions followed

of international responsibility.
should know, although some of us do not
sufficiently realize it, that upon
quality of the men we elect—above all,
their far-seeingness, unselfishness
executive ability—depends overwhelming-
ly the quality of international relations

established between us and

countries as well as that of our domestic
government, and we should see
clearly than we do, that all these things
affect the quality of life in our very homes.

T the present time, however, there
is a something more immediately
definite that we can do towards the

Reconstruction of the world in this its
time of need. The subject is not new,
but it is no less imperative because of that.

It concerns the starving people of
Europe. In this our duty— or privilege
—personally, should be clear:—and yet
it is hard to realize what we have never
experienced. But few of us in Canada
have ever known what it was to be hungry,
with no sure prospect of anything to eat.
Perhaps one half-week of actual starva-
tion, could it come to us, would
sufficient to open our eyes and hearts to
what thousands upon thousands of people
over the seas are to-day going through,

—people who must continue,

sufficient help is speedily sent to them,

Lieut.-Col. John McCrae

Colonel McCrae was b 1

1€ great The picture
owers, which will now bloom over his grave
be hungry and underfed every
until the next harvest comes in,
\lliji here, at the risk of \ppearing
emotional—buyt surely the subject gives
for emotion may we quote
little poem written by Helen
Parker, which

appeared recently in

annot sleep at night
VOICEeS
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mother

Guelph, Ont.,

Stockton

tor the crying

starved mothers oy ersea,

t e ate  mother, happy

We Our brea.d,all given to the little onet

who stayed,

“How can we rest here in the light, the
quiet,
Even though we hold again the babes
who died,
When through the worlds we hear .our
moaning children,
Upon a cross of hunger crucified?”

So in the night their voices keep me
waking,
Crying “Speak for us now, we cannot
wait, :
You that can help, you that can speed
your plenty;
Hasten, oh hasten, lest you be too
late!”

Even now these “starving mothers”
and ‘“‘moaning children” are dragging
through weary days, in Serbia and Poland,
Armenia and Palestine, Russia and
and Roumania, Germany and Austria.
In all of these countries the people in
many parts are even yet dying off like
flies—for disease strikes hard upon bodies
insufficiently fortified by proper food.

But there is a little light in the sky.

. Because of therecent opening

of the Dardanelles it should now
be possible to send food in more
easily to Poland, Roumania and other
portions of the Near East which are
suffering still as a result of the War.
l'he way is open to all of the other
countries, so that now the only necessity
appears to be to obtain the money and
supplies and establish again_ the trade
routes. Indeed, even as this is being
written, the word has come that a ship-
load of food from America has reached
Hamburg, and that a number of barges
laden with it have arrived at Coblenz—
Germany having given the necessary
guarantees and payment. . This 1s
in accordance with the decision of the
Peace Conference, which has well recog-
nized that Hunger is the strongest ally to
Bolshevism—which at present seems the
greatest menace to the order and re-
stablization of the world—and moreover,
that the Central Nations must be _PC":
mitted to get upon their feet industrially
before they can begin to pay off the
enormous debt which they owe to !hf
Allies for the destruction and devastation
wrought by Teuton Militarism during
the four years of the War.

UST here comes in, then, the thing
that each of us, as individuals
can do. The Peace Conference may

provide the way, but we must p_rovn\l’t;
the “goods.”. . . Money (‘um’nhllnu
through the various relief <>x'umlllzatu){1ﬁ
will help. Heavy grain production Wi

help (—It's the same story we '”2?
heard for four years, but what a veLy
necessary story .'—-*) Growing I’“t"m)(&
and other V(‘g(ftzt!?]t’r% for h‘””f‘ rmlsump:
tion will help; and (‘un(inﬁl‘u’!’;" to ‘.]SS
cereals, brown flours, etc., in our homes-
since wheat flour is most needed ~'§"";’"m'
Lastly taking care that no food ra‘}m/ur‘e{
is wasted about the home will help. -
little waste in one home may seem 42
small matter, but an equal waste in ‘(-"]:,.
of thousands of homes totals astounding
quantities.

Let it be very clear that what 15 wasted
in one place must be “‘done w ithout wm(;
place else. If we in our individual home ;
draw more than we should upon the
u\.’”(‘l\il fuu(] Qli])[)[,\""'(}\'(.” though 1t
be by wasting something we raisc o
selves, but could sell if we tried =OME=
one else, somewhere must o without
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